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Spring Sunday School Classes 

For all ages begin on January 9th, 2022. 
   

Look on pages 8-9 to see a description of the adult Sunday 

School classes being offered this semester. 
 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

Our annual meeting will be held  

Sunday, January 23rd following 9:30am Worship.  



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 
 

The Church Office is open Monday thru Friday:  

8:30am – 2:30pm.  
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

      Kara Windler 

              719-930-6563 cell 

           DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

 

 

 

1st  New Year’s Day 

 

3rd  Fruitcake Toss Day 

 

7th    Old Rock Day 

 

9th  Epiphany Sunday 

 Sunday School Begins 

 

10th Houseplant Appreciation 

Day 

 

13th National Rubber Ducky  

Day 

 

17th  MLK Jr. Day 

 

21st National Hugging Day 

 

23rd  Annual Congregational 

Meeting 

 

25th  Opposite Day 

 

27h  Chocolate Cake Day 

 

30th  Coro de Camera Concert 

 

31st  Bubble Wrap Appreciation 

Day 
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The New Year is fast approaching and sprinkled in with excitement and new 

opportunities are those pesky resolutions that I try to maintain at least for the first few weeks 

of the year.  By June, few if any of my resolutions remain intact.  I may have a few goals I 

have maintained off and on, but if I am honest most of my hard thought benchmarks for the 

year have fallen by the wayside and I have kept moving in other directions.  What will make 

2022 different than previous years?  Will I make resolutions this year?  Too soon to tell. But 

one thing I would hope each of us would do in the coming year is recommit ourselves to 

being in church on Sunday mornings when we are in town.  The pandemic has made it easy 

for us to simply not participate in worship or be in a class or serve on a board.  As we seek to 

grow the United Church, especially in this 75th year, it is going to take all of our efforts to 

make our congregation shine as a beacon of light that it has always been!  I hope to see each 

of you more often on Sundays or see that you have worshipped online! 

 

In January, Bible Quest restarts on January 9th with an Epiphany Party to have fun and 

recap the stories we learned in the fall.  There will be games and prizes!  Beginning on 

January 16th, we will start our spring term learning about Jesus and the Call of the Disciples 

in Luke 5:1-11.  Mid/Sr High will begin Sunday School as well on January 9th.  Sketchy 

Lunch restarts on Thursday January 6th and Donut Run begins on January 11th.  There will be 

many programs that will restart in the first few weeks of January, please make sure to check 

the website for updates. I wish for you a most prosperous and healthy New Year.  Exciting 

days are ahead! 

    Blessings, Keith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Gearing Up 



 

 

 

 

 

75 years ago— 
 

What was Los Alamos like that spawned the founding of The United Church? 
Each month in 2022, we’ll peruse issues of the 1947 Los Alamos Times, and other 

sources for insights into early Los Alamos and the establishment of The United 
Church. 

 
Los Alamos, January 1947 

 
Four years before, 1943, there was no town at all here. The elite Los Alamos 

Ranch School’s first-rate campus and remote location attracted its take-over for the 
secret physics laboratory of the Manhattan Project. WW II years were desperate 

times for the world. 
 

Mission accomplished in 1945, the war was over! Within a year, Congress created 
a new civilian agency, the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), to absorb 

everything Manhattan Project, including Los Alamos. Housing, buildings, and land 
now belonged to a different federal entity, and private ownership of real estate 

would be decades in the future. 
 

During 1946, a new post-war community was being established to support Los 
Alamos Scientific Laboratory. After a steep post-war decline, the population was 
resurging as work continued on atomic research. Most everyone was a newcomer, 
average age mid-20s. There were church groups and Sunday schools of all sorts 
meeting in homes and theaters, but as expressed in a 1946 Los Alamos Times, 

“without a building in which to worship.…In traditional America, towns and cities 
are built around churches, not churches around cities.” With the citizens agitating 
for a chapel, finally, General Leslie R. Groves, military commander of the whole 

Manhattan Project, approved a Chapel for Los Alamos in December of 1946, 
during the last days of his command. It should be noted that Gen. Groves’ father 

was a Presbyterian minister. 
 

With the New Year 1947, Los Alamos was expectantly awaiting the arrival of a 
surplus army Chapel from the recently closed Bruns General (Army) Hospital in 

Santa Fe. And the transfer of command from Army to AEC.   

 

  The United Church at 75 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of January: 

Richard Swenson ~ Betty Wilson ~ Nancy Wohlbruck 

John Rebstock ~ Buck Siglock ~ Father Joe Mitchell 

Clark Thompson ~ Barbara Jean Wilson 

Larry & Betty Briscoe ~ Jim Stapp ~ Jon Luffel 

Nancy Scheer ~ Bob & Gladys Erickson 



LOVE VITAMINS   JANUARY 2022               

I was happy 2020 was over and very optimistic about 2021. So much did improve! I am so 

 to be back in church, eat out and visit my vaccinated grown kids, and I have 

had my booster. 2020 taught Roger and I that we can comfortably live in our nice home 

and not go out much. We are very fortunate Yet, there is still an underlying stress invading 

my peace in 2021 as politics remain divided and destructive, many still die of COVID, the 

CLIMATE is changing harshly, our little town has so many empty stores, and shocking 

shootings keep popping up around our nation.  

2021 did not flip all our big 2020 problems, many are obviously long term...  I can also 

predict that life will continue to be unpredictable!   

Katie Minter Jones, in a Guideposts devotion, related that her small son Joshua noticed 

water on the floor of their boat and held on tight to the edges. When asked why he didn’t 

want to fish, he replied, “I can’t. I am holding up the boat!” She shares: “How often do we 

think that it is up to us to hold up the boat? Just like Joshua, we are giving it all we’ve got. 

But Jesus is asking us to let go and trust Him…. He sustains us and gives us peace.” 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, 

though the earth be moved, and though the hills be carried into the midst of the sea; 

though the waters rage and swell, and though the mountains shake in the tempest. Ps  46:1 

Fear is a natural gift of God to keep us alive and 

safe in this moment. Proper fear of forest fires 

helped me evacuate to safety when a lot of our 

neighborhood burned. However, anxiety for what 

tomorrow might bring does us no good. 

Sometimes I look at the clear blue skies and 

anxiety of possible fires grabs me. It is then that I 

say “God will be with us,” and remember his love 

in the past. 

Christ spoke of living without fear and not being anxious about tomorrow. In fact, “Be not 

afraid” is the most common single line in the Bible according to Richard Rohr. Live in the 

moment – be prepared, yet leave things to God. Don’t let anxiety about tomorrow 

ruin today. This fall I caught myself thinking about how sad it will be when the wind blows 

golden leaves down, instead of totally focusing on the beauty of the moment.   

God gave us good brains to figure out problems and find possible solutions. However God 

did not give us CONTROL over outcomes. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not 

lean unto your own understanding.” Prov 3: 5   Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you 



head into a new and yet much the same year. Romans 8:37-39 tells us that NOTHING can 

separate us from God’s LOVE that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

“We cannot attain the presence of God because we’re already totally in the 

presence of God. What’s absent is awareness”. Richard Rohr  

We are in this world together. Start to appreciate otherness. As Christ’s hands and feet 

we can help fellow inhabitants in this beautiful, yet at times, difficult world.  By Living in 

community we can bolster each other and 

celebrate life.  

 “Fear is intrinsic to the illusion that we are 

separate from others, a sign that we have not 

experienced the liberating awareness of being 

part of a single Reality. ‘Why should I love my 

brother? Because he and I are one.’” 

Vivekananda (Hindu) 

2022 will bring beauty, 

joys and surprise gifts.        

See the world through 

the child in you –open eyes wide and appreciate the small and 

LARGE marvels that await us.   

Be thankful in all circumstances for God is with us, always. 

Let’s step forward into the New Year with Confidence and HOPE IN 

GOD. Let God OPEN OUR EYES to his bounteous gifts of nature and 

humanity. There will be many! 

          2022          

On behalf of all good 

imperfect relationships,  

Betty Smith 

 



 

Spring Sunday School begins on Sunday, January 9th for all ages.  

Here are the Adult Education classes this semester: 
 

If God… 

Facilitated by Kara Windler 

Pastor Kara will be leading discussions of two books this semester: 

If God Is Love, Don't Be a Jerk by John Pavlovitz and If God Still 

Breathes, Why Can't I? by Angela N. Parker. If God Is Love takes 

an "honest look at how the beliefs we hold can shape our 

relationships with God and our fellow humans - and [seeks] to make 

sure that love has the last, loudest word." Pavlovitz is an engaging 

author and each chapter is filled with both humor and theological 

depth. We'll follow this book with Parker's If God Still Breathes. 

"Drawing from her perspective as a 

Womanist New Testament scholar, Dr. 

Parker describes how she learned to 

deconstruct one of White Christianity’s most pernicious lies: the 

conflation of biblical authority with the doctrines of inerrancy and 

infallibility. As Dr. Parker shows, these doctrines are less about the 

text of the Bible itself and more about the arbiters of its 

interpretation—historically, White males in positions of power who 

have used Scripture to justify control over marginalized groups." 

These two books challenge readers to examine their theological 

assumptions, to consider the consequences of those assumptions and, 

hopefully, lead to deeper lived faith and faithfulness. 

 

This class will be available both in person and online. A full reading schedule is available on 

the church website under the Adult Programs tab. If you have questions, please contact Kara 

or the church office. 

 

 



The Gospel According to Mark 
 

Facilitated by David Elton 
 

We will spend 16 weeks this winter/spring semester 

reading and discussing the evangelist’s writing in the 

earliest gospel of the Bible known as the Gospel 

According to Mark.  The class will examine one 

chapter each week in Mark, a gospel that’s without a 

birth narrative, moves at a rapid pace, is the shortest 

of the four gospels, and has two different endings.  

Among numerous themes in Mark, the call and 

challenge of being a faithful disciple is emphasized 

in almost every chapter.  Join us for this journey 

through the Gospel of Mark through this semester 

and Lenten season.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Clayton       02 

Clark de Nevers      02 

Bob Hilko        05 

Monica Johnson      07 

Linda Lambert        11 

 

 

 

Pat Slentz         11 

Jim Cobble        13 

Ross Lemons        14 

Harry Clifford        15 

Jim Goforth        15 

 

 

 

Heather Jones        16 

Jillian Puckett        21 

Tony Cecil          21 

Jas Mercer-Smith     22 

Murlin Nutter        23 

Jacqueline Cooke     29 

 

 

 



 

United Church Returns to Truchas Pre-School 
On Thursday, December 16th Santa and friends returned to Truchas Pre-School for our annual 

Christmas Party. The Church Youth helped pack all the gifts you donated. Thank you for 

supporting this longstanding relationship with the families and children of Truchas! 

    

 

 

 
Thank you So much for supporting the 

United Church Thrift Shop in 2021! 

 

Our annual Everything Christmas Sale 

brought in over $4,200! 

 

For the year, even amidst COVID 

concerns, we raised over $54,000 for 

New Mexico-based charities! 

 

 

 



 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

          Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning 

group!  We are largely comprised of women of The United Church, 

although not exclusively, and you are certainly welcome to bring a 

friend with you!  We spend time each week in study and, equally as 

important, in fellowship and prayer.  

 

On January 14, the Women's Friday Morning Group will begin their 

study of Everything Belongs by Richard Rohr. We will be reading at a 

1 chapter per week pace. "This popular and bestselling book of the 

renowned Franciscan challenges people to move beyond the comfort 

of a settled life toward an understanding of themselves that is rooted in their connection to 

God. Only when they rest in God can they find the certainty and the freedom to become all 

that they can be. Contemplation has its place at the heart of Christianity, a place that allows 

people to experience how 'everything belongs.'"   
  

 

 

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 

Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

On January 10, the Monday Book Study will begin their study of If 

the Church Were Christian by Philip Gulley. We will be reading at a 

1 chapter per week pace. "Quaker minister Philip Gulley, author of 

If Grace Is True and If God Is Love, returns with If the Church Were 

Christian: a challenging and thought-provoking examination of the 

author’s vision for today’s church… if Christians truly followed the 

core values of Jesus Christ. Anyone interested in the future of this 

institution will find much to discuss in If the Church Were 

Christian." 

The books for discussion are selected by the group. 

Please contact Pastor Kara or the Church Office if you would like more information or links 

to join one or both of these discussion groups.  
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