
Dear United Church Congregation, 

 

As mentioned in last week's sermon, this week's scripture reading is about Jesus calling his first four 

disciples in the Gospel According to Mark.  It's interesting that the Revised Common Lectionary Gospel 

readings for last week and this week are back-to-back passages about the disciples being called.  This 

week's text is one that we are more familiar with: Jesus walking along the Sea of Galilee and approaching 

Simon (Peter) and Andrew, James and John, who were all fishermen.  The central feature of the reading is 

not only Jesus' concise invitation/command, "Follow me", but their responses!  They stopped what they 

were doing, dropped what they were holding, left their father, family and employees and "immediately" 

followed.   

 

The fact that this passage (and others like it in Matthew and Luke) is so embraced by the church is 

curious.  All sorts of examples of how this could cause problems in households, families and young 

people's lives come to mind.  It also raises all kinds of questions (and concerns) about how these 

immediate and thorough responses are lived out in our lives of faith.  Where's that balance that so many 

of you have seemed to have found?  Or, are even the most committed among us still working that out in 

their Christian journeys?  How are we "all in" with our faith commitments, even as we honor and live out 

other God-given commitments to family, vocations and personal advocations? May God's wisdom and 

grace allow this passage to inspire and guide us, once again, in our faithful living and growing. 

 

Join us for worship this Sunday at 9:30am at Unitedchurchla.org, on our Youtube channel, or on PAC 8 at 

7pm.   

Scripture Reading:  Mark 1:14-20 

Sermon:  "The Time Is Fulfilled" 

 

The ANNUAL MEETING of the Congregation is this Sunday, January 24th at 10:45am.  Please join by 

clicking on the Zoom link below.   

 

The Annual Report is available on the home page of the church's website Unitedchurchla.org.  They are 

also available in the entryway of the CE Building (west parking lot door) today and Saturday from 8am to 

1pm.  

 

There is no Coffee Fellowship or Sunday morning classes this week because of the Annual meeting.   

 

Thank you to those who have signed up to write a Lenten Devotion.  The deadline is next Friday, January 

29th.   

 

In Our Prayers this Week... 

 

John G., John R., Richard S., Bob E., Betty O., Dale B., & Father Joe M. 

 

We pray for Marie Seeger and her family upon the death of John Seeger (Phil Seeger's brother) last 

week.  His memorial service will be held on January 30, 2021. 

 

Grace and peace, 

David 


