
Dear United Church Members and Friends, 

 

Our reading this Sunday is one of the passages listed in the Revised Common 

Lectionary.  It is none other than Jesus calling his first four disciples in the Gospel 

of Matthew.  While Jesus walking along the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee without 

any disciples at the beginning of his ministry is intriguing enough, so is the way he 

called them.  There is no greeting, no introduction conversation, and no meal at 

one of their homes.  There’s simply (and not so simply), “Follow 

me”.  Furthermore, the disciples’ response is also intriguing.  There are no 

questions about Jesus or where on earth they were to follow him and for how 

long.  We read that they just dropped everything “immediately” and left their 

families and followed! 

 

It’s curious as to why this reading is one of the favorites of the church.  We’re 

practical people, aren’t we?  This well-known and beloved passage is anything but 

practical.  Did the disciples even have a choice?  Were there consequences for not 

following?  We know what they were for following him and being his disciples 

and, eventually, apostles of the church!  But Jesus’ community of followers still 

embraces this call, whether invitation or not, as the greatest blessing and 

opportunity in our lives.  A gift that came to follower after follower before we 

knew where we were headed.  We might not have dropped what we were doing at 

that moment and left home and family, but it is a gift that still guides and 

challenges, intrigues and inspires, promises and connects us to them, especially 

when we read about the New Testament Church’s first day! 

 

Join us for worship this Sunday at 9:30am. 

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 4:13-23 

Sermon:  “A Call We Can’t Refuse” 

 

Classes for all ages begin at 11am. 

 

Kara Windler will be leading "Tuesday Nights with the Gospel of Matthew" 

Tuesdays at 6:30PM.   

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82707545623?pwd=dWF6TnAxWjRCSVRBN0RxbnF

odE9kQT09 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82707545623?pwd=dWF6TnAxWjRCSVRBN0RxbnFodE9kQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82707545623?pwd=dWF6TnAxWjRCSVRBN0RxbnFodE9kQT09


Meeting ID: 827 0754 5623 

Passcode: 515504 

 

All board and committee members are invited to join us for a retreat/orientation 

next Saturday, January 28th in Graves Hall from 9am to 2pm.  Lunch will be 

provided.  Please RSVP at ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org so we can have enough 

food. 

 

You may sign up in Fellowship Hall to bring soup, bread, salad, and/or dessert for 

our Souper Bowl of Caring on January 29th after the Annual Congregational 

Meeting in Graves Hall.  Meeting begins at 11am; lunch to follow. 

 

Lenten Devotional Writers wanted!  We need seven writers to write one devotional 

for our ecumenical Lenten devotional book this year.  The sign-up sheet and 

passages will be in Fellowship Hall.  

 

The Annual Report will be available in the Fellowship Hall this Sunday (and 

next).  There will also be a PDF on our website. 

 

Grace and peace, 

David 

 

mailto:ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org

