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Lent at The United Church of Los Alamos 

 February 17  Ash Wednesday Service @ Noon 

   February 21  1st Sunday of Lent 

     Lenten Sunday School Begins 

     February 28  2nd Sunday of Lent 

   March 7   3rd Sunday of Lent 

   March 14   4th Sunday of Lent 

March 21   5th Sunday of Lent 

   March 28   Palm Sunday      

   April 1   Maundy Thursday 

   April 2   Good Friday 

   April 4   Easter Sunday 



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

  Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 
 

The Church Office is open Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings, 9am – Noon while Los Alamos County is in 

a “Yellow” designation. 

However, we are checking our messages daily. 
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

      Kara Windler 

              719-930-6563 cell 

           DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

2nd   Groundhog Day 

 

3rd   National Girls and 

Women in Sports Day 

 

6th    Ice Cream for Breakfast 

Day 

 

7th  Drive-Thru Souper Bowl 

 

9th  National Pizza Day 

 

14th  Valentine’s Day 

 

15th  President’s Day 

 

16th  Fat Tuesday 

 

17th Ash Wednesday 

 

20th  Love Your Pet Day 

 

21st  Lenten Classes Begin 

 

24th  National Tortilla Chip 

Day 

 

27th  National Polar Bear Day 
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Within this February Chimes edition, you’ll find opportunities that The United Church 

is providing for inspiration and guidance throughout this season of Lent.  Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday on February 17th.  There will be an Ash Wednesday service of scripture readings, 

hymns and prayers that day at 12 noon.  It will be streamed from the Sanctuary.  You may 

also begin this 40-day and Holy Week journey by reading a daily devotion from the Lenten 

Devotion book written by members from six churches in Los Alamos and White Rock.  This 

has been a wonderful resource each year for personal daily devotion from people of our 

community! 

  

Kara Windler and I will be teaching Lenten classes each Sunday throughout the season.  

There is a description for each of the classes on page 11.  Of course, our Sunday worship 

services during Lent will highlight themes of this season.  This includes a sermon series 

entitle, “Windows to Heaven” on the readings that inspired the six stained glass windows in 

the Sanctuary.  The title comes from Chapter 11 of “One Body, One Spirit” history book 

about all of the windows, as written by Helen Lindberg. 

  

Yet again we are faced with journeying through Lent during this pandemic that halted 

so much of our way of life in the middle of last year’s Lent.  I know it’s difficult to expect us 

to enter this somber and reflective season after months of not being together at church, 

ongoing days of solitude, inability to travel (the ways we’re use to), and the unspeakable 

grief throughout our country because of all the people who have died from complications 

related to COVID-19.  But the Bible, faith and Jesus’ teachings are not before us to be an 

extra burden upon us.  They’re part of our sacred tradition and lives of faith so as to lift us, 

lightening our burdens and offering assurance and hope to all of us!  May this season of Lent 

lead each of you into greater newness and joy of Easter! 

 

 Christ’s peace, 

 

         David 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor 



Sermon Series in Lent:  Windows to Heaven 

The United Church Sanctuary Windows 
 

February 21  Revelation 21:1-5 

February 28  Revelation 21:10-14, 18-21; 22:1-5 

March 7  John 10:1-6, 11-18 

March 14  Psalm 23 

March 21  Revelation 3:14-22 

March 28  Mark 10:13-16 
 

 

 
 

2021 has been a rollercoaster from the start, but even in these uncertain times our 

community still tries to do its best to support each other. That is why the United Church of 

Los Alamos has decided to continue in its annual food drive, The Souper Bowl of Caring. 

This is a beautiful opportunity to help your friends and neighbors who are struggling this 

year. The drive is on Sunday, February 7th, from 12-2 pm. The Souper Bowl will be in a 

drive-thru form allowing you to donate money and non-perishable food, for example, canned 

food, dry cereal, and peanut butter. All donations will be donated to LA cares to provide food 

to those in need. As Coronavirus continues to demand the most from our country, 

remember you can make a difference. We hope to see you then.  

(Artwork by Jillian Puckett) 



 

Wednesday, February 17th at Noon 

Please join us on Ash Wednesday for a special worship service.   

We’ll be broadcasting the beginning of Lent on our  

YouTube channel at 12:00pm. 
 

 

 

Welcome to our newest member, 

Beth Johnson! 

 



LOVE VITAMINS 2021    FEBRUARY                     

 

The Corona Virus keeps hitting all-time highs, more 

people are out of work and are hungry, and recently, the 

insurrection reminded us how fragile our democracy is.  

Much like the winter after the CERRO GRANDE fire, we 

have scars. No matter who you voted for, unity and 

compassion are needed to heal our wounds. 

 

“We know that marriages, families, communities, 

nations often come together and discover their true 

strength when some apocalypse—some new revelation of the fault lines in our lives—has 

occurred. Hospital chaplains see this all the time. For some reason we human beings seem 

to learn best how to love when we’re a bit broken, when our plans fall apart, when our 

myths of our self-sufficiency and goodness and safety are shattered. Apocalypse is meant 

to bring us to our senses, allowing us a sobering, and usually painful, glimpse of what is 

possible in the new life we build from the ashes of the old….in the end it is good that will 

prevail.”  Kathleen Norris 

 

After the riots at the capitol, I opened my New Testament for guidance and found much of 

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5-7) to be very appropriate. Here is my summary of key 

themes: 

 

So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law 

and the Prophets.” Mt 7:12 

 

Do not judge, or you too will be judged. Mt 7:1 

 

But I tell you:  Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. Mt 5:44 

 

Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 

something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled 

to your brother; then come and offer your gift. Mt 5:23-24 

 

Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 

man who built his house on the rock. Mt. 7:24 

 

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 

ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them.” Mt 7:16  

 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose.” Ro 8:28 -- I DO see God’s GOOD emerging in 

messages of various influential Christian leaders, like the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 



Church, Michael Curry and Catholic Franciscan, Richard Rohr, stressing inclusive, not 

exclusive LOVE. (In the   coming months I will share many of their wise compassionate ideas.) 

Conservative Ed Stetzer, recently added this gem in reference to the horrible Pandemic:   

 “Social distancing is necessary. Relational distancing is not. Let’s seize the opportunity to check on 

our neighbors. Let’s build a relational bridge when the virus wants to create a social moat.”   

 

President Biden and VP Harris, along with many congressional leaders, urge us to unite to 

fight our woes and move towards healing our country: “But I want to be absolutely clear that 

there is a difference between accountability and retribution. I want my country back, not 

revenge. I am not motivated by the desire to punish this failed President. I am motivated by 

the desire to turn the page on this dark chapter in our country's history.” Senator Martin Heinrich 

 

Just as the forest continues to heal after devastating fires, 

may we heal, bringing forth new growth.     “Love must 

be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be 

devoted to one another in brotherly love…. Share with 

God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Bless 

those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 

mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 

proud, but be willing to associate with people of low 

positions. Do not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil 

for evil. … Be living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God…do not 

conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind…Do not think of yourself more highly 

than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgement in 

accordance with the measure of faith God has given you…so in 

Christ we who are many form one body, and each member 

belongs to all the others… If it is possible, as far as it depends on 

you, live at peace with everyone…do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good.” (My personal summery of Romans 12 key verses) 

 

We will never be the same after this time of loss of life, political 

division, hunger, racial strife. Yet, like after the fires, we can be 

part of the force of Love, healing and unification in our 

relationships and country.  
 
On behalf of all good imperfect relationships and governments, Betty Smith 

                         

 

 

 



Thank you, Corine! 
A very surprised Corine Christman waved to all the Thrift Shop volunteers who came to the 

Parade-Party Wednesday morning, Jan. 27, to thank her for her many years of service.  Corine 
has worked in the Thrift Shop since 2007 and served as coordinator for the last eight years.  A 
dozen cars honked, waved and friends handed her cards, balloons and flowers.  Volunteers 
collected $275 for a gift card to Fuller Lodge Art Center. 
 

Corine did a large and difficult job for many years with grace, tenacity, and has earned a 
crown of stars!  She provided an estimated 10,000 hours of service. She kept all the daily details 
in mind, while being alert to the bigger picture of service to northern New Mexico.  In 2020 the 
United Church Thrift Shop gave more than $65,000 to 28 northern New Mexico charities. 

 

 

        

      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Mission & Service Board 
 

 
 

Dignity Mission 
Update 

 
With the colder weather we decided not to assemble dignity kits outside in January but 

rather to send 40 new hooded sweatshirts in youth sizes directly to the Dignity Mission 

Project in El Paso.  Below are several pictures of immigrants in Ciudad Juarez receiving 

our kits in December.   
 

Nina Thayer 

Dignity Mission Representative 

 

Immigrant receiving a Dignity Kit along with food in Juarez  

& Children receiving United Church Children’s Holiday Kits in Juarez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The United Church of Los Alamos 

 
For now, we are planning for all classes to be via Zoom for the foreseeable future. Thus, to 
accommodate families with many age groups there will be some staggering of classes. Here is 
the fall schedule: 
  
Children’s Sunday School                              10:45am to 11:15am 
Youth & Adult Sunday School   11:15am to 12:15pm   
  
The children’s Sunday School will be Growing in Grace & Gratitude. Growing in Grace & 
Gratitude is a quarterly curriculum that helps transform the lives of children and those who love 
them, shaped by grace and gratitude. Through fun, age-appropriate activities, prayer, and 
singing, children and their leaders will celebrate the presence of God’s grace in their lives. 
  
The youth Sunday School will be hosted by Pastor Keith. 
  
Zoom information will be sent via email. Please contact the church office for class information. 

 
 

  

Grab your favorite coffee or tea mug and join us for  

Coffee & Social Zoom gatherings each Sunday at 10:30am! 
 

This is a great time to catch up on how members and friends are doing  

and to discuss church and life matters.    

 

 

 

 



 

Lenten Sunday School begins on Sunday, February 21st 
 

Psalms for Lent 
 

Facilitated by David Elton 
 

As the writers of the gospels, letters and the Revelation to John 

of the New Testament connected God’s work in Jesus to God’s 

work throughout the history of Israel in the scriptures, no book 

of the Old Testament is quoted as much as the Book of Psalms 

(68 times). Each Sunday in Lent we will read and discuss one 

or two psalms whose verses made it into the New Testament. 

We will also look at the New Testament passage in which they’re found. Each of these psalms 

will connect to themes of the church’s season of Lent. 
 

  The Sabbath 
 

Facilitated by Kara Windler 
 

The Sabbath, by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel. Elegant, 

passionate, and filled with the love of God's creation, Abraham 

Hoshua Heschel's The Sabbath has been hailed as a classic of Jewish 

spirituality ever since its original publication in 1951—and has been 

read by thousands of people of many faiths seeking meaning in 

modern life. In this brief yet profound meditation on the meaning of 

the Seventh Day, Heschel introduced the enormously influential idea 

of an "architecture of holiness" that appears not in space but in time. 

Judaism, he argues, is the religion of time: it finds meaning not in 

space and the material things that fill it but in time and the eternity 

that imbues it, so that "the Sabbaths are our great cathedrals." 

Please read the Prologue and Chapter 1: A Palace in Time before class begins on the 21st. 

 

 



Monday Morning Women’s Book Study  

Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

The books for discussion are selected by the group.  The group is 

currently reading Madeline L'Engle's second book in her Genesis trilogy 

"A Stone for a Pillow: Journeys with Jacob."  

In this book for the curious, spiritual seeker, Madeleine L'Engle offers 

relevant lessons drawn from the life of Jacob from the Old Testament. 

Here, the son of Isaac becomes a spiritual companion to L'Engle, 

equipping her to deal with earthly and psychological struggles. 

Throughout her journey, L'Engle offers contemporary answers to 

questions that burden modern day readers and believers. 

With her customary fearlessness and candor, she broaches such topics as 

the significance of angels, redemption, sexual identity, forgiveness, and 

the seemingly constant conflict between good and evil.   

 

 

 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning group!  We are 

largely comprised of women of The United Church, although not exclusively, and 

you are certainly welcome to bring a friend with you!  We spend time each week 

in study and, equally as important, in fellowship and prayer.  

We are currently exploring Bishop Michael Curry's Love Is the Way. As the 

descendant of slaves and the son of a civil rights activist, Bishop Michael Curry's 

life illustrates massive changes in our times. Much of the world met Bishop Curry 

when he delivered his sermon on the redemptive power of love at the royal wedding of Prince Harry 

and Meghan Markle at Windsor Castle. Here, he expands on his message of hope in an inspirational 

road map for living the way of love, illuminated with moving lessons from his own life. Through the 

prism of his faith, ancestry, and personal journey, Love Is the Way shows us how America came this 

far and, more important, how to go a whole lot further. 

 

Please contact Pastor Kara or the office if you would like more information or 

links to join on or both of these discussion groups. 



PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of February. 

John Rebstock ~ Essential Workers ~ Richard Swenson  

Dale Breshears ~ Father Joe Mitchell 

Bob Erickson ~ Betty Oliphant ~ John Graham 
 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

Shibli Fazal       01 

Matthew Whicker   01 

Julia Mundt       03 

Leslie Puckett       04 

Gretchen Amstutz  05 

Deirdre Monroe       06 

Sharon Stover       06 

Katie Hockaday      08 

Hayden Watkins     10 

Kristi Carr        11 

Amanda Dermer      11 

Bradley Harlow        11 

Chandler Lauritzen 11 

Marilyn Doolen        12 

Ruth Lier         12 

Sheriden Smith        12 

Kathy Bjorklund      17 

Rachel Erickson        17 

Andrea Gerstl        19 

Phil Seeger        19 

Wilma Cowan        20 

Cesar Ojeda        25 

Sarah Baty        26 

Cecilia Sadler        27 

Nancy Lemons        29 
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Join us for Online Worship! 

 

9:30am 

Live stream of Service on YouTube 

Search “The United Church of Los Alamos” and subscribe to our YouTube page 
(You can also find a link on our website and our Facebook Page) 

 

Any time after 11am 

www.unitedchurchla.org 

https://www.facebook.com/TheUnitedChurchofLosAlamos 

 

Sunday at 7pm or Tuesday at 12 Noon 

PAC 8 
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