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MEXICO MISSION 
2020 

 

DONORS’ DINNER 
 

March 7th, 6PM  
 

More info on page 7 
If you can’t make the dinner, you can still donate:  

Please write “Mexico Mission” in the memo line of your check. 



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the Church Office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call the Church Office at 

662-2971, email us at ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 

 

Office hours are Monday-Friday  

8:30 a.m. –  4:30 p.m. 

 

You may also reach the pastors at the office 

number, email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

Kara Windler 

719-930-6563 cell 

DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Upcoming Events 

2nd    United Families 

 

9th  All Church Potluck 

Board Meetings 

Mexico Meeting 

 

14th Valentine’s Day 

 Nan Fife’s Memorial  

Service 

 

17th President’s Day – Church  

Office Closed 

 

19th  Aspen Ridge Gathering 

 

20th Sombrillo Worship 

 

26th Ash Wednesday 

 

29th  Leap Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:david@unitedchurchla.org
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Thanks to Susan Brockway Hahn and Jennifer Hopkins for planning the Celebration 
of Life for our daughter Krista Hardie Page and for the memorial bench and the sign 
which hung on the fence at the Watanabe Soccer Field.    
 
We would like to thank Pastor Keith Lewis for his opening prayer, comments and 
for his support and Don Tolmie for audio visual assistance.  
 
Thank you to Adda Moldt and the members of LIFT for their time and donations 
and to Melissa Ireland for the flowers on the tables.   
 
Due to the efforts of Susan and Jennifer, Bethlehem Lutheran was also involved in 
the celebration and the contribution of food.  
 
Wayne and Linda Hardie  
 

 

 

 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of February. 
 

Norm Wilson ~ Sirleine Smith ~ Jim Hebenstreit 

Richard Swenson ~ Moss’ Granddaughter, Isla ~ John Rebstock 

 

 



LOVE VITAMINS    FEBRUARY 2020              WHAT THE WORLD NEEDS NOW 

My fortune cookie proclaimed: 

The world will look a little better with some love given by you! 

This little piece of paper turned my thinking around.  I was personally distraught, couldn’t see how to 

change things and prayed to God for an answer. The saying reminded me that things have been better when I 

have focused on God’s world. I needed to work on my problem with God, and realize life isn’t just about me.  

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, 

pleasing and perfect will.  ……..Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought. Etc. 
Romans 12:9-21 

  I need to SEE people as God’s beloved. Even with grief or dire problems, I can still be kind and look 

beyond myself to the people that seek to help and console me. I can accept help and so allow them to be 

givers, which in turn is a gift back to that person. 

 May we be renewed in Christ’s Spirit and remember what Jesus 

said: I tell you the truth, whatever you did (or did not do) for one of the least of 

these brothers of mine, you did (or did not do) for me. (paraphrased from Mt 25:40, 

45) 

A song I heard cries out to God against the world’s injustices, “Why don’t you 

do something?!” The reply is, “I am, I made you.” God does care and helps us often 

through His people. We in turn can be part of His Love for others.  As only one part 

of the Body of Christ, I don’t have to solve a situation alone. 
 

For better or for worse, 

 

 The Mexico mission trips are a good 

example of a “LOVE CYCLE.”  One year students 

showed Christ’s face of LOVE to the kind silver 

haired Mexican pastor who lived in a 3-sided 

structure with only an 

advertisement tarp across the 

front. We built a double wide 

on his lot on top of the dump 

so that he could have a small 

church and also live in it. On 

a later trip, we visited his plot of land and found a large 

church in its place using the smaller house as an entrance 

and some materials. His congregation invited us to an evening service and fed 

us delicious empanadas. We heard a parishioner witness to how God had 

helped him with addiction so he could love his daughter.  



We are all part of Christ’s body. We helped the 

pastor, which allowed him to better help others. 

One body many members. Each house built has 

a possibility of changing other’s lives in big 

ways. As the youth and sponsors get ready for 

the next mission trip, may we show Christ’s 

love through our actions, our generous support 

and our prayers. 

No matter what is going on in my life, I hope 

that I will still think of others. Sometimes all I can manage is to appreciate 

other’s gifts to me and later pass that caring on to another. Of course one can 

act in love and the other person may not respond well. We can give all the 

“results” over to God, knowing that our Lord will bring good. 

The song our choir sang in honor of Jan Sanders tells of God’s great love for every 

individual. May I cherish that love and remember life is not just about me. 

I love you and you are mine….I will call your name. 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships,  Betty Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that the Sanctuary Choir rehearsal time on 

Wednesday evenings has been changed from 7pm to 6pm. 

 

 



 
THRIFT SHOP IN TRANSITION  

 

We have had our most successful year, $69K in gross sales, which is about 10% more 
than the year before.  Thanks to many, many volunteers, both new and long time. 
 

The Thrift Shop leadership met in January and identified two major concerns.  Two of 
our six weekly team leaders/coleaders, Barbara Seeger (first week) and Corine Christman 
(second week) have asked to retire.  It would be such a blessing if we could have new leaders 
step up so that February responsibilities can be lifted from their shoulders.  Corine is willing to 
stay on as chair and coordinator of the overall project as she has done now for more than 8 
years.  Your leadership is needed and these legendary workers need a lighter load. 
 

Contact Corine, Barbara, Norma, Linda, Cookie or Nina, if you hear the call to serve.  
Find a friend and share the job as co-chairs.   
 

The second problem identified is that the weekly work teams are not equally staffed.  
Both first and second week need more workers, working more hours.  Many from other teams 
help those weeks, which has kept the ship from sinking.  However, we need to recruit some new 
help for those weeks as well as reshuffle and equalize the load.  Email Corine to volunteer or 
shift your volunteer time, corine.c@comcast.net. 
 

The United Church Thrift Shop has become the “go to” place in town for quality stuff at 
reasonable prices.  We fill a huge need foremost to people with lower incomes, we help us all 
declutter and reuse, as well as being a trusted place to leave family possessions when housing 
needs change (think downsize). 
 

If the United Church Thrift Shop is to continue to thrive, we need an infusion of time, 
energy and leadership.  Plus, it’s FUN.  The teams share lots of camaraderie as well as having 
first chance on the remarkable donations.  Please join us. 
 

-Thrift Shop Leadership: Corine, Barbara, Norma, Linda, Nina and Cookie 

 



 
Mexico Mission 2020 

 

Donors’Dinner! 
Would you like to support the MEXICO 2020 campers as they 

travel to Puerto Peñasco to build houses? 
 

Come to the Donors’ Dinner! 
 

Enjoy a free meal donated by local restaurants. 
 Hear the stories and see the pictures.   

Bid on select items in our “Greatest Hits” auction.   
Make a donation.  

 Our goal is to raise $20,000 to build 3 houses! 
 
 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 

6pm in Graves Hall 
 

Register to attend at Coffee Hour or call the Church Office at 662-2971  
by February 22nd to reserve your seats!  Donations 

are always welcome, even if you are unable to attend! 

 



 

Men's Koffee Klatch                                       
All men of The United Church are invited to coffee, refreshments, 

and fellowship!  There are no lesson plans, no required or suggested 

topics, no devotions, no leaders, but there is a lot of fun!  Hosting 

duties are passed around within the group.  The wit and wisdom 

shared cover all sorts of topics and the discussions have proven 

extremely interesting, informative, and supportive.  We laugh a lot! 

See you there! 

 

Thursdays: 9:30 – 11:30 am in the CE Building Lounge.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Lunch Bunch Callers for 

February: 
 

Adda Moldt, Doris Ford,  

Terry FitzPatrick, Lisa Reader,  

Mary Kay Schroeder, Jill Forman,  

Irene Powell, & Deirdre Monroe 
 

 

 



Monday Morning Women’s Book Study  

All women of the church and their friends are welcome to attend this group.  

The books for discussion are selected by the group.   

  This January, the group will begin reading “Just Mercy” 

  by Bryan Stevenson. 

Monday Mornings: 

11:00 am – 12:30 pm       

  In the CE Lounge 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

Shibli Fazal       01 

Matthew Whicker   01 

Julia Mundt       03 

Leslie Puckett       04 

Gretchen Amstutz  05 

Deirdre Monroe       06 

Sharon Stover       06 

Katie Hockaday      08 

Hayden Watkins     10 

Kristi Carr        11 

Amanda Dermer      11 

Bradley Harlow        11 

Chandler Lauritzen 11 

Marilyn Doolen        12 

Ruth Lier         12 

Sheriden Smith        12 

Kathy Bjorklund      17 

Rachel Erickson        17 

Andrea Gerstl        19 

Phil Seeger        19 

Wilma Cowan        20 

Cesar Ojeda        25 

Sarah Baty        26 

Cecilia Sadler        27 

Nancy Lemons        29 



 

United Families 
This month’s United Families activity is a Super 

Bowl Party!  On Sunday, February 2nd join other 

United Church families for funny commercials, 

famous music acts, food, fellowship… and, oh 

right, football.  The Pucketts have graciously 

opened their home (2093 46th St.) and will 

provide some snacks and soft drinks.  Please feel 

free to bring any finger foods or beverages you’d like to share.  

 

The 49ers and Chiefs kick off around 4:30pm, so come any time after 4:00. 

 

Please let Anthony know if you plan to attend (505) 662-7407  

or adpuckett@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

@White Rock Presbyterian Church, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

We are largely comprised of women of the United 

Church and are all welcome. 

 We spend time each week in study and, equally as 

important, in fellowship and prayer. 

  

For more information, please contact: 

Kara Winder at the Church Office 
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