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Weekly Word 
Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, 

you may call the Church Office at (505) 662-2971,  

email us at ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org,  

or send us a message on Facebook. 

 

The Church Office is open Monday thru Friday:  

8:30am – 4pm.  
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

                Kara Windler   

            DCE@unitedchurchla.org   

      

 
  
 
 

 

3rd  Everything Christmas  

Sale 

Moravian Presentation 
 

4th  Moravian Worship Service 
 

7th    Pearl Harbor 

Remembrance Day 
 

11th  Los Alamos Choral Society  

Concert 
 

16th  Last day of the 1st  

Semester for LAPS! 
 

17th  Los Alamos Flute Choir  

Concert 
 

21st 1st Day of Winter 
 

24th  Christmas Eve  

5:00 pm Worship Service 
 

25th  Christmas Day 

 10:00 am Worship Service 
 

26th  Boxing Day 
 

30th  Annual Reports Due 
 

31st   New Year’s Eve 
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Christmas 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

December 3  Everything Christmas Sale 

December 4  Moravian Advent Service  

       with Communion 

  December 11  3rd Sunday of Advent 

  December 15  Truchas Christmas Party 

December 18  4th Sunday of Advent 

December 21  Christmas Choir Rehearsal 

December 24  5pm Christmas Eve Service 

  December 25  10am Lessons & Carols  

Worship 



  
 

 
 
 
 

By the time you receive this Chimes edition, I’ll be heading back to Los Alamos to join 
the staff team after a wonderful sabbatical that began in late August.  It’s going to feel strange 
to enter Advent around here a week after the season has begun.  It also seems appropriate and 
good to begin my daily work during this season of preparing for Christmas!  I look forward to 
sharing some of my experiences during this sabbatical and what I’ve been working on 
throughout these weeks.  In short, I’ve driven about 8,000 miles during my time in Dallas/Fort 
Worth, Austin, Indiana and here in Los Alamos.  I have also roamed all over Northern New 
Mexico searching for photographs to accompany my writing on the “Songs of Ascents”.  Thank 
you for this opportunity for rest, focused work on a project, and renewal. 

 
 This Chimes edition provides a schedule of worship, programs and events taking 

place throughout December.  Please check the weekly bulletins, the church website, and the 
Weekly Words for updates and more details.  On Sunday, December 4th, we will have guest 
worship leaders from the Moravian Church of North America lead us in a Moravian Candlelight 
service.  They are the Rev. Dr. Betsy Miller, President of the Provincial Elders’ Conference of 
the Moravian Church, Northern Province; and the Rt. Rev. Chris Giesler, Director of Mission 
Engagement Board of World Mission of the Moravian Church in North America.  It all begins 
on Saturday, December 3rd in Fellowship Hall at 2:00pm, when they will teach us how to 
prepare the candles while teaching us some of the history and practices of the Moravian Church.  
One of them will offer the sermon on Sunday before both lead us in the candle lighting part of 
the worship service.  This is a wonderful opportunity for us to reconnect with our Moravian 
sisters and brothers who are in covenant with The United Church, and to learn new ways to 
experience fuller preparation and anticipation of Christ’s coming at Christmas.  Until then, may 
each of you have a blessed 1st Sunday of Advent! 

Grace and peace, 
                   David 

 

 

 

Don’t forget when you do your holiday shopping you can support The United Church by shopping 

through AmazonSmile!  The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from 

your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to us. You can either search for The United Church of Los 

Alamos as your preferred charity or use this address: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/85-0119358. Just 

remember, you must shop through AmazonSmile (if you accidentally visit regular old Amazon, they 

will usually remind you to use their “Smile” site). 

From the Pastor 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
And just like that we rapidly approach an end to Fall Programming… My thanks to 
everyone who helped make youth events fun and special.  In December, we plan to 
find our way to a trampoline park in Albuquerque, help set up or Everything 
Christmas Sale, sort and stuff bags for Truchas Pre-School and enjoy a safe 
holiday break.  In January, we will start gearing up for Mexico Mission 2023… 
yes, it is back!  Watch for meeting dates and details in January of Chimes and in 
Sunday bulletins!  We are going to have a GREAT Spring! 
 
We want to take a minute to thank everyone who donated to “A Piece of the Pie 
Campaign!” We leapt way over our goal of $1750.00 and that allows us to make 
sure that programming is set for the rest of the year.  Young people of Los Alamos 
and The United Church are so fortunate to have supporters who understand the 
value of being connected as well as building a group of trusted friends.  Making 
our way into 2023, the goal continues to be group building as we learn and grow in 
our faith with new experiences and opportunities to serve others. So….to 

everyone…..A…..Big Thank You! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Gearing Up 



 

 

2 billion people lack access to medicine. That’s 1 in 4 people worldwide. Every day, people are 

dying from diseases that could be easily treated for a few cents’ worth of medicine. Without 

treatment: child development is stunted, mothers have high-risk pregnancies, families suffer in 

severe poverty, and communities decline as economies crash.  

 

MAP International is a Christian organization providing medicine and health supplies to those in 

need around the world. Millions of people in 79 countries have received Medicine, health supplies 

and medical aid from MAP in 2021 

 

Recently the Mission Board had an opening in our roster of charities that receive ongoing donations. 

Map International is a good candidate – it has received top ratings by Charity Watch and Charity 

Navigator and its work is right in line with the Mission Board’s value system. 

 

Map International receives donated medicine and health supplies from generous healthcare 

companies. Operating from their distribution center in Brunswick, Georgia, they connect to 300+ 

on-the-ground partners in countries all over the world who distribute the lifesaving medicine to 

people in need. 

 

Matching Campaigns – Map International frequently has donors that match individual contributions 

to important programs. Currently, Map International is promoting their “Bringing Children Health” 

program. Contributions are effectively doubled, thru Dec 31, 2022. 

 

The World Health Organization estimates that more than 5 million children under the age of five die 

annually – more than 570 children a day – from diseases that are preventable and treatable through 

simple, affordable interventions such as antibiotics.  

Globally, infectious diseases remain one of the leading causes of death in children under the age of 

five. Pneumonia, highly treatable with amoxicillin, is the single largest infectious cause of death in 

children worldwide, accounting for nearly one million childhood deaths annually. 

 

For every $100 donated, MAP will be equipped to provide full-course treatments of pediatric 

antibiotics to 30 vulnerable children. During the matching campaign, the number treated doubles, 

bringing health to 60 children in need. 

 

A table with additional information will be available during the annual alternative giving campaign. 

Donations can be made there or sent to the church office with “Map International” in the memo line 

of the check. 

 

If you have questions please contact Larry Luck (LBLGM7@gmail.com or 505-412-9178) 



 
 



LOVE VITAMINS    DECEMBER 2022                MY EYES THAT I MAY truly     (PART6)

 

“A gift only becomes a gift when it is received; and nothing we 

have to give—wealth, talents, competence, or just beauty— will ever be 

recognized as true gifts until someone is open to accept them. This all 

suggests that if we want others to grow— that is, to discover their potential 

and capacities, to experience that they have something to live and work 

for—we should first of all be able to recognize their gifts and be willing to 

receive them. For we only become fully human when we are received and 

accepted.   Henri Nouwen  

Our tree is filled with memories:  a cat bell from Japan, the bear 

and pictorial star my girls created, Granny’s crocheted star and 

her tiny ceramic Santa, a Hawaiian shell star, and numerous 

ornaments reminiscent of good memories. I love to just sit and 

cherish life’s gifts represented on our tree. 

Often we don’t realize how important receiving another’s gift is, and I am not just 

talking about the ones with bows. Some gifts may be given as a “have to” or an 

exchange. Yet most gifts around our tree are given in love with each person in mind. 

Our receiving the gift becomes a gift back to the other person.  

Most gifts in life come without bows. When we accept and even ask for help, we 

receive a very human gift. If we try to be strong all the time, and are too proud to 

show need, others cannot gift us with their abilities. These gifts should not be judged 

on the degree of perfection, but received knowing the heart behind them.  

Accepting an invitation to experience someone’s passion can bring people closer. It 

may not originally be one’s interest, yet by allowing the other person to share the 

experience or item, it becomes a gift for both people. We can “walk in another’s 

happy shoes.” 

Accepting a kind word, and not negating it because of self-image, can be a gift 

back to the person who made the compliment. When I give praise of another, it is 

discouraging to hear them say something negative about themselves. By negating 

my opinion, they are rejecting my gift of seeing them in a better light. Simple 

gratitude is the better response. 

It can be said, a gift for a gift. In an informal loving sense this can be fine. I love to gift 

those who gift me. However weighing whether gifts are equal, feeling that another’s 

gift is greater or lesser than our own, changes the focus to materiality, not love. A gift, 

 



whether package or deed is better recognized by the love behind it. Receiving a 

small child’s tiny imperfect gift can be easy, but adults can turn into judging “values” 

of gifts.  

I believe God wired us to feel good when we give. However, receivers can make it 

hard and may even reject our offering. When we say, “You don’t have to do this,” 

we do not allow someone to gift us with their talent or desire to help. On the other 

side, if what is being offered is truly problematic, honesty can be a gift. 

It is important to not be legalistic about gifts. Jesus was greatly criticized for healing 

on the Sabbath. He had to explain that he came “not to destroy the law,” but put 

compassion, love and humanity back into it.  

Jesus received others’ gifts with compassion. He graciously accepted an outcast 

woman wiping expensive perfume on his feet. He enjoyed the gifts of meals and 

companionship with people who were rejected by many who considered 

themselves “righteous”. He even stooped so low as to become a servant and wash 

his disciples’ feet.  

God gave His greatest gift, his Son, freely.  Jesus, in turn, gave of himself for all 

peoples. We choose to receive or not. 

Our Creator’s gift of an amazing world is often not received well, and can be 

abused and taken for granted. May God help us to see its wonder and we in turn 

reciprocate by taking better care of it. 

“Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King; Let every 

heart prepare Him Room! And heaven and nature sing!” Handel 

Have a beautiful Christmas.  

Prayer: Lord please help us to 

, your beautiful creation, and 

other people’s gifts, even if we are not sure 

we are worthy of such gifts. Help us to give 

back to You by loving others and caring for 

your world.  And, help us to be willing to 

receive, so that others may give.  

  

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships and gifts,         Betty Smith 

 

 
 



Mission & Service Board 
 

 
 

Dignity Mission 
Update 

Saturday October 30, a dozen volunteers met in Graves Hall and assembled 300 adult dignity 

kits.  Assisted by coffee, cinnamon rolls, coffee cake and fruit the dignity kits were finished 

in record time.  See pictures below. 

 

Our next assembly party is tentatively scheduled for Saturday December 10, 9 am, in Graves 

Hall.  Our goal is to fill the 200+ bags that have been sewn by volunteer seamstresses this 

year out of Christmas fabric.  Each bag will be filled with toys and other supplies from the 

Thrift Shop.  So far, we have collected >200 small stuffed animals, > 400 Matchbox size cars 

& trucks, 200 Happy Meal-style bagged toys, and 200+ packets of crayons and small 

coloring books.  Donations of small toys are welcome.  We will also include a handwritten 

Christmas card.  There are two packets available in the Dignity Mission box on the inside bin 

at the Thrift Shop.   

 

Please plan to come Dec. 10 for cookies, coffee, fellowship and fill the Christmas bags for 

immigrant children living in any of five facilities in Ciudad Juarez.  Please let Nina Thayer 

know if you plan to help, gnthayer@cybermesa.com. 

    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Jean Wilson, Jean Picard, 

Ginny White, Chris Sierk,  

and Carroll Thomas 

 

Terry FitzPatrick, Sandy 

Wilson, and Carole Watanabe 

 



Men's Koffee Klatch                                       
All men of The United Church are invited to coffee, refreshments, 

and fellowship!  There are no lesson plans, no required or 

suggested topics, no devotions, no leaders, but there is a lot of fun!  

Hosting duties are passed around within the group.  The wit and 

wisdom shared cover all sorts of topics and the discussions 

have proven extremely interesting, informative, and supportive.  

We laugh a lot!  We will be meeting in the CE Lounge, or you can 

join from home with Zoom. Please contact the Church Office to be included on the Zoom 

link email. 

Thursdays: 9:30 – 11:00 am in CE Lounge & Zoom. 

 

PRAYERS 

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of December: 

 

LeAnn Cecil ~ Jeanne Butler ~ McKenna Wangen ~ Ron Christman 

Paul Mutschlecner ~ John Rebstock ~ Nancy Wohlbruck 

Myrna Strong ~ Jean Wilson ~ Buck Siglock ~ Sam Elson 

Harry Flaugh ~ Richard Swenson ~ Larry & Betty Briscoe 

  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED 
 

Please sign up now for summer celebrations and 

memorials. Cut flowers or flowering potted plants from 

your home would also be appreciated. Call to sign up 

and make arrangements with Marie Michnovicz, 832-

876-6994.  



75 years ago— Part 12 
 

December 1947: 
 

What a year 1947 had been! A town that didn’t even exist 5 years before on this isolated 

plateau had started the year with about 4,000 diverse souls representing the globe. By 

December it had grown to about 6,000 and counting. The only thing that remained the same 

was the temporary basic living conditions that had sprung up during the frantic WW2 years. 

However, that was beginning to change as the civilian Atomic Energy Commission began 

taking over from the army, new developments for business and permanent housing were 

rapidly being devised for permanency, including the cornerstone “second hand” army 

chapel’s arrival from the closed army hospital in Santa Fe. 

 

By November, an unprecedented ecumenical Protestant church had formed, sharing the 

community’s chapel alternately with Jewish services and Catholic masses. Now in 

December, the town was preparing for the Christmas holiday, with the new United Church 

and its minister, Abram Sangrey leading the way. 

 

The day after Christmas appeared The Los Alamos Times article headlined, “Project Leaders 

Express Merry Christmas Wishes”. Three community leaders are quoted: Los Alamos 

Scientific Laboratory’s director Norris Bradbury jointly with site manager Carroll Tyler; 

Edwin Byrne, Archbishop of Santa Fe (conveyed by Rev. Francis Campbell, pastor of 

Immaculate Heart of Mary church); and “A.W. Sangrey, pastor of The United (Protestant) 

Church”. 

 

In closing this series of Chimes articles about our amazing 1947 year of transitions as a town 

and the even more amazing charter of The United Church, here is what Abram Sangrey had 

to say to the community in December of 1947: 

 

Christmas is a time of homecoming, with heart-fires aglow and candles in the window. It is a 

day when childhood assumes full meaning, when truth takes on its simplest forms and speaks 

its plainest language, and when love becomes articulate in accents that only the pure in heart 

can understand. 

 

And men whose hearts are pure find not difficult the simple gospel story which ascribes to 

the angels the closing cadence of their song, “Glory to God in the highest,” for this is the first 

and last word of Christmas. How can Christmas but be the festival of joy, poetry, and music 



when its themes are of heaven come down to earth, salvation and life eternal? Its story only 

poetry and music can adequately catch and fashion. This good news is fit for nothing less 

than the hallelujah chorus and the simple carols of children. 

 

And because the children understand it so well, not by years but by simplicity of spirit and a 

readiness for grace and love, we must all become as little children. Surely it is not mere 

coincidence that the center of the stage in the pageantry of Christmas should be occupied by a 

child and that among the other significant characters should be simple shepherds and humble 

wise men! 

 

These doors of Christmas are open for all men. How strange that the greatest truth of all, the 

sacred mystery of God become flesh, of love incarnate in human personality, should ever 

take exclusive form in dogma and theology! How strange that men should ever, and 

particularly at Christmas, want to restrict this love and limit this miracle to some church, or 

race, color, or creed.  Only humility and reverence will open these doors. 

 

“All men,” yes all men who will be persuaded by His spirit to hear the angels sing. Let us 

come as children, let us abide as the poor in spirit and the pure in heart, as the merciful, and 

as lovers of peace. And in coming we shall go forth as those who by faith live humbly, yet 

bravely and triumphantly. 

 

Amen! 

 

A Baby-Boomer, Georgia Ann (Wilder) Strickfaden, born 1948 in Los Alamos, joined The 

United Church by profession of faith and baptism about 1959 while Dr. Archer Anderson 

was minister and Shirley Davies was of Director of Christian Education. After graduation 

from Los Alamos High School, she graduated from Eastern New Mexico University and 

taught public schools in Palisade, Colorado and Willcox, Arizona.  Returned Los Alamos to 

marry Gerry Strickfaden in 1973, at The United Church. Following her interest in history, 

“Georgia” eventually worked with the Los Alamos Historical Museum (now the History 

Museum), launching her own van tour business in 1985. She retired the business in 2020 and 

has been trying to finish long-term history research projects, among them shepherding the 

designation of our army chapel as a Los Alamos Historic Landmark and posting the odyssey 

of the building, hinting at its spiritual significance, for public display and education. 

 

Numerous Los Alamos and particularly church folks long gone as well as those new to her 

faith journey positively influenced, and continue to impact this journey. Thanks be to God 

and to you all for this exciting ride! 

 



MEXICO MISSION 
2023 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic has imposed a pause in The United Church of Los Alamos’ 

Spring Break youth Mexico Mission trips.  From 1986 through 2019, our Mexico campers 

have built the equivalent of 155 houses!  Thanks to the generosity of our members and 

friends, we have sponsored 6 additional houses, which have been built by the people of 

Puerto Peñasco (2020 – 2022).  Here is what one family has to say: 

 

“I am incredibly grateful for our new home. We were very crowded in the house but now we 

have more space. We have made some improvements to the house like having electricity. We 

moved to Puerto Peñasco seeking a better lifestyle, and this house has allowed us to have it.”  

 

We are currently exploring the possibility of taking a group to Puerto Peñasco next Spring 

Break – April 1-9, 2023.  Interested youth and potential adult sponsors should contact Keith 

Lewis at the church, or Randy and Laura Erickson (505) 690-8285.  

 

 

 

 

Wayne Hardie       01 

Randy Erickson       05 

Hanako Brown        05 

Kathleen Logan       10 

Jen Schmierer           11 

Larry Luck       13 

Ginny White       13 

Mark Mundt       16 

Mark Crawford       17 

Nicholas Hayes        21 

Anthony Puckett      24 

Ed Van Eeckhout     25 

Jesus         25 

Sarah Hayes        27 

Emi Wilson        28 

Jill Forman        30 

LeAnn Cecil        30 

Joan Upham        31 



 

   Monday Morning 

Women’s Book Study 

 

Online via Zoom,  

Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

 

The Monday Morning Book Study is 

reading Cultish: The Language of 

Fanaticism by Amanda Montell. 

 

The group selects the books for 
discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday Morning 

Women’s Bible Study 

 

Online via Zoom, 

Fridays 10am – Noon 

 

The women's Friday morning group is 

studying: The Rapture Exposed: The 

Message of Hope in the Book of 

Revelation by Barbara Rossing. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Feel free to contact Kara (dce@unitedchurchla.org) or the Church Office  

if you'd like to join us! 

 

TRUCHAS PRE-SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Our Annual trek to Truchas Pre-School Christmas party is set for Thursday, December 15th. 

Our list of children run the spectrum of boys ‘n girls - ages 2-9 years old.  

We will collect toys, crayons, coloring books, books, warm clothing items (hats, mittens, 

coats), etc… beginning on November 27th and request that items bound for Truchas be 

delivered to the church by Sunday, December 11th so we can sort and pack items for the 

children in appropriate bags. 
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Merry Christmas!  

 

 

 

The United Church Staff wishes each of you God’s hope, 

peace, joy and love this Christmas Season and New Year! 
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