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  December 1  1st Sunday of Advent –  

Communion 

United Families Advent Workshop 

   December 4  Everything Christmas Sale 

     December 8  2nd Sunday of Advent 

       All Church Potluck & Meetings 

     December 9  WCSS Potluck Dinner 

   December 15  3rd Sunday of Advent 

     Caroling @ Aspen Ridge 

December 19  Truchas Christmas Party 

   December 21  Parent’s Night Out      

   December 22  4th Sunday of Advent 

       Caroling @ Aspen Ridge 

     December 24  4pm Christmas Eve Service 

       11pm Candlelight Service 

   December 25  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 



 

  
 

 

 

The first liturgical season of the year begins on the first day and Sunday of the month of 

December.  The church has known and embraced this season as Advent.  One way we can 

have a fuller experience of Advent is to pick up one of the Advent daily devotionals that are 

available in the Fellowship Hall or the Church Office.  Another way we can prepare is to read 

the passage(s) before each worship service for that particular Advent Sunday.   

 Throughout this Advent Season we will explore questions about Advent that are seen in 

various scripture readings.  The overall theme itself is a question: “Why Advent?  A Season 

of Questions”, and it leads us through the season’s themes of waiting, preparing, expecting 

and knowing.  Below is a schedule of each Sunday’s reading(s).   

 May this new month and old season renew our faith, expectation and experience of the 

coming of Christ! 

          Grace and peace, 

           David 

 

Why Advent? 

A Season of Questions 

 

  Sunday, December 1st   Where do we begin? 

       Matthew 1:1-17 

       Communion (One Service at 9:30am) 

 

  Sunday, December 8  Why not now?   

       Psalm 13 &  Acts 1:6-7 

 

  Sunday, December 15  How will we know? 

       Luke 1:5-25 

 

  Sunday, December 22  What if we’re not ready? 

       Luke 1:56-66 

 

  Sunday, December 24   Christmas Eve 4pm & 11pm 

             What Child is this? 

       Luke 1:8-20 

 

From the Pastor 



 

Thoughts from Keith 
 

 

 

A Big Thank You! 

Thanksgiving dishes may be clean and back in the cupboard, the 

turkey maybe down to bones for the final Turkey Soup, but there is one 

huge word of thanks left to be said… THANK YOU to ALL who supported 

Youth Ministries this year with your generous gifts to Mexico Mission, 

Donut Run and Sketchy Lunch.  Because of YOU, we were able to build 

homes in Mexico during Spring Break and our Donut Run/Sketchy Lunch 

programs were funded through the end of the year with your additional 

$4,000.00 of support. Youth Ministry in all of its many facets does not 

happen because of one person, it takes the whole church.  So on behalf of 

the Youth at United Church and in the Los Alamos Community... THANK 

YOU!  

- Keith 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
A heartfelt thanks to all who participated in our 2019 Christian Education programs, and 

especially to all who helped facilitate our classes! One thing I love about this congregation is 

its passionate curiosity and willingness to engage with God and the universe around us. I 

look forward to seeing where our educational adventures take us in 2020! 
 

An extra special THANK YOU from me and Charlie goes out to Jody and Lori for all 

their years of dedication and love in staffing our nursery. Thank you for giving our smallest 

members a safe, caring environment in which to grow, explore, and experience the love of 

God and God's church. Blessings on you and your family as you close this chapter in your 

lives. 
 

--Kara 

Kara’s Korner 



 

LOVE VITAMINS   DECEMBER 2019             

The first Christmas was like our world today…Messy. There was nothing tame about it. After a long 

very uncomfortable journey sitting on a donkey, a young inexperienced woman gave birth in a rough stable 

instead of her home. It was not a holiday. There was the pain of birth and a baby’s first cry in a dark night filled 

with animal smells in a strange town. Her young husband had gone against religious and social norms and wed 

the girl even though she was pregnant. This couple from a poor little town would normally not be noticed in a 

crowd, nor in their region ruled by a murderous leader, nor their homeland oppressed by a great and ruthless 

power.  

It is a story of Shepherds, also normally ignored by the society elite, 

who learned first about the child through heavenly message, and unusual 

foreigners would give the child strange gifts of spices used in embalming. 

This was a story about future refugees, who would escape to Egypt to keep 

their child safe.  

It is a story of unexpected joys. The Son of Man let out his first cry as 

a sign of God’s Agape Love that knows no end, and cares for our 

complicated world. This was a night to make us all realize that we are a part 

of this story that ties the struggles of humanity to it. It is a story that can compel us to look at others in a new 

way as he did.  

This same Jesus grew up noticing hardships in life around him, which helped shape his ministry. He was 

familiar with the world’s woes and had great compassion towards the downtrodden, the overlooked, the 

outcasts, the sick, the lonely. As an adult he told his followers to do likewise, saying: “I tell you the truth, 

whatever you did (or did not do) for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did (or did not do) for me.” 

…Todays followers would probably hear him say, for I was hungry and you feed me, I was old and you listened 

to my repeated stories while walking slowly by my side, for I spoke with a thick accent and you welcomed me, 

I was a refugee and you saw me as a person then cared for me. I was poor and you shared of your bounty and 

built me a house. I was imprisoned and you did not forget me. I was lonely and you noticed. I was frightened 

and distressed and you cared. I was mourning and you listened and helped me grieve. I was in ICU and you 

visited me …and on and on. 

 

 

 



 

Some of you may be experiencing physical or emotional pain, grief, fear, uncertainty, health issues, the 

desire to flee or build walls of defense. It is important to remember our Savior experienced how messy 

life really is and deeply cares. Please let others know your pain so they may help you journey forward. 

Our Lord is with you. May you all feel God’s presence this Christmas and know that the original 

Christmas story has great hope in the midst of trials.  

How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, 

compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving and 

tolerant of the weak and strong. Because someday in your life you 

will have been all of these."  George Washington Carver 

 

Remember the Christmas story is not about who is naughty or 

nice. It’s about our Savior born into the hardships of life. It’s 

about God’s incomprehensible Gift of Love that arrived as a 

Babe in the middle of a messy world. Let’s Celebrate this amazing birth with our pretty 

trees, presents and delicious food, be THANKFUL for ALL OUR BLESSINGS and 

CHERISH the ones we are with. As we do so we can remind ourselves to treat those 

in need as we would Jesus. 

*****HAVE A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS, knowing you are LOVED by our God, who sent his Son right into 

the thick of our earthly mess. ****   On behalf of all good imperfect relationships, Betty Smith 

 

 

Thrift Shop 
 

The Thrift Shop will be closed Wednesday, December 25th in 

observance of Christmas Day, as well as on New Year’s Day, 

January 1st, 2020. 

 

But, you will get to shop during the Holidays, as the Thrift Shop will be 

open on Saturday, December 28th from 8:30am to 12:30pm! 
 

 



 

 

 

As has become a tradition during Advent in the United Church, the Missions and Service 

Board has selected four “Alternative Giving” options for gift-giving to those of your friends 

and family for whom finding the right gift is difficult (or perhaps it’s simply a time of year 

when we want to spread good will to those very much in need).  The Sundays on which 

tables with the Alternative Giving material will be available in Fellowship Hall are: Dec. 1, 

8, and 15.  Three of the four organizations may be familiar to you from last year: (1) The 

Baby Box Project (part of the Mission Possible organization), (2) Potters for Peace, and (3) 

World Vision.  We have added the group, Reece’s Rainbow this year.  Following are brief 

descriptions of these missions. 

 

THE BABY BOX PROJECT (again, is an important focus of Mission Possible).  This  

organization brings help and the Gospel to those in Eastern Europe who are 

marginalized and forgotten.  The Baby Boxes are packages given to new moms and 

returning moms who have little resources for even basics.  Because many of these 

mothers and families simply do not have finances to purchase necessary baby items 

(diapers, wipes, clothes, Vaseline etc.), Mission Possible assembles packages and 

distributes them—a baby shower in a box!  Funds generated through your gifts will be 

designated for assembly/distribution of the Baby Boxes. 

 

POTTERS FOR PEACE is a U.S. based non-profit dedicated to an inexpensive ceramic  

clean-water system, made locally in the areas of need.  PFP’s founder, Ron Rivera, a 

Puerto Rican-American potter and Latin American Peace Volunteer, settled in 

Nicaragua in 1988, perfecting ceramic pot filters to meet modern health standards, while 

working with local potters.  These potters are trained to implement their knowledge and 

aesthetics of ceramics as a bridge to marketing in the developed world, while providing 

a safe water source for many underdeveloped countries. www.pottersforpeace.com 

 

WORLD VISION provides the opportunity to support families by giving animals for the  

raising, continuing care, and ultimately sustenance for the family.  For example, a goat 

($75), a share of a cow ($75), a share of a pig ($50), a share of a sheep ($50), 2 chickens 

($25) are some of the gifts available.  When you give any animal through World Vision, 

a family will get much more than just the animal: breeding stock and offspring 

information, training in animal care and agriculture, means of handling dairy products 

and/or extra animals to sell.  World Vision, a Christian-Humanitarian organization has 

been helping children and families worldwide since 1950.  It’s a great way of “helping 

people help themselves.” www.worldvisiongifts.com 



 

 

REECE’S RAINBOW based in Wisconsin, is a nonprofit organization started in 2006 by  

the mother of a son, Reece, with Down Syndrome.  Reece’s Rainbow advocates and 

finds homes for children with disabilities from countries across the globe.  Programs, or 

former programs, are active in 26 countries, including Ukraine, Russia, and republics of 

Bulgaria, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, China, Hong Kong, and Vietnam.  In the 13 years 

of its service, Reece’s Rainbow has found homes for nearly 2100 disabled children, 

many of whom were abandoned by their families due to the stigma surrounding 

disability in their countries of origin.  It has been noted that stigmas of the disabled 

exacerbates abuse and neglect in orphanages as well; it is often too late to help some 

afflicted children who are transferred to adult institutions.  Ashley Reader has brought 

this organization to our attention recently; we feel it is a good candidate for our support. 

 

 Please consider giving a donation of one or more of the above (with far-reaching 

consequences and benefits) as a gift (to Uncle Louie, who has everything, or Aunt Lizzie, 

who doesn’t know what she wants, or just to yourself).  THANKS! 

            The Missions and Service Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As has been a tradition in the United Church, there will be a Christmas Eve offering on 

behalf of a local mission we support.  This year we ask that you consider a donation to the 

organization, LA Cares, which is a local food bank that distributes food monthly to those Los 

Alamos County residents in need.   

Jeanne Butler has been involved in this effort for many years. 



 

 

 

 

Advent occurs here at the United Church the first four Sundays in December.   If 

you and your family would like to light one of the Advent Candles of Hope, Peace, Joy 

and Love, sign up to be a Liturgist in December and help lead us in worship. 

The United Church celebrates Communion on the first Sunday of the month, Dec. 

1st.  Please join us at the regular service in the main Sanctuary at 9:30am.  Fellowship 

and coffee follows the later service in Fellowship Hall, with United Families gathering 

at 11:00am. On Christmas Eve there will be a 4:00pm and 11:00pm Communion 

service and candle lighting in preparation to the arrival of Christmas.   

Did you know that Devotionals are available to you in Fellowship Hall?  There are 

publications (The Upper Room & Our Daily Bread, in both regular and Large Print) 

provided for your contemplation, and a special Advent devotional to help us think 

about the Advent Season and Christmas.  Pick one up on the Welcome booth in 

Fellowship Hall or on the credenza in the corner between the Welcome booth and the 

Coffee Bar. 

 

 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of December. 

Jim Hebenstreit ~ Byron Neubauer ~ Glenda Crowley 

Ronnie & Joel Moss’s Granddaughter 

Aaron Martinez ~ Kim Brasher ~ John Rebstock ~ Karen Wilborn 
 

A Memorial Service for Jan Sander will be  

Saturday, January 18th. 

From the Board of Elders 



 

 



  



 

 

Christmas Season Parents Night Out 

Saturday December 21st 4:00-7:30pm in Craig Hall 

Fun Food, Games, Christmas Movies, Legos and Fun! 

Sound fun? Please call the church office or email Keith at: gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

Friends are always welcome! 

 

Truchas Pre-School Christmas Party 

December 19th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Annual Trek to the Truchas Pre-School Christmas party is set for Thursday, 

December 19th. Start picking up crayons, coloring books, toys, books, and other 

fun items for children ages 2-5.  We will have more information in the weeks to 

come. Circle the date!  

 



 

A  of  

Jody and Lori Rigg 
for the care they provided our  

infants and toddlers throughout the years! 
 

Sunday, December 8th  
During the 9:30 a.m. Worship service and  

Fellowship and Coffee Hour. 

There will be a basket for cards and appreciations. 

 

United Families 
Advent Workshop Dec. 1st 

This Fall we began a new program on the First Sunday evening of the month 

simply called United Families. While intended as an activity to foster connection 

between families, the monthly events are open to everyone and have been attended 

by a variety of Church members.  On Sunday, December 1st at 11:00am, following 

the 9:30am service we will gather in Graves Hall for a light lunch and Advent 

Season crafts. There will be some Christmas music and at some point a showing of 

The Grinch Who Stole Christmas cartoon. (The Original… for you purists!)  Join 

your church family for fun, food, Christmas cheer, and an opportunity to make a 

few decorations.  If you are able to attend please contact the Church Office so we 

may gauge how much food to prepare for lunch. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne Hardie       01 

Randy Erickson       05 

Kathleen Logan       10 

Jen Schmierer          11 

Larry Luck       13 

Mark Mundt       16 

Mark Crawford       17 

Nicholas Hayes       21 

Anthony Puckett     24 

Ed Van Eeckhout     25 

Sarah Hayes        27 

Jill Forman        30 

LeAnn Purtzer        30 

Nan Fife         31 

Joan Upham        31 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Don’t forget when you do your holiday shopping you can support The 

United Church by shopping through AmazonSmile!  The AmazonSmile 

Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases to us. You can either search for The United 

Church of Los Alamos as your preferred charity or use this address: 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/85-0119358. Just remember, you must 

shop through AmazonSmile (if you accidentally visit regular old 

Amazon, they will usually remind you to use their “Smile” site). 

 



 

     Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the 

“Weekly Word” list. 

 
 

   
 

Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may 

call the church office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a 

message on Facebook. 
 

Office hours are Monday-Friday  

8:30 a.m. –  4:30 p.m. 
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office 

number, email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

Kara Windler 

      719-930-6563 cell 

DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

Upcoming Events 

1st Congregational Meeting 

 Advent Workshop 
 

4th  Everything Christmas Sale 
 

6th Sangre de Cristo Concert 
 

8th     All Church Potluck 

Board Meetings 
 

9th  WCSS Potluck Dinner 
 

14h Santa Fe Desert Chorale  

Concert 
 

15th  Caroling at Aspen Ridge  
 

18th  Aspen Ridge Gathering 
 

19th Truchas Christmas Party 

Sombrillo Worship 
 

21st  Parent’s Night Out 
 

24th  Christmas Eve Services  

4pm & 11pm 
 

25th  Christmas Day 

Church Office Closed  

 

28th Thrift Shop Open 
 

31st  New Year’s Eve 
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Merry Christmas!  

 

 

The United Church Staff wishes each of you God’s hope, peace, joy and love this 

Christmas Season and New Year! 
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