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VBS 2019 
 

Every Sunday in August  

Classes for children and adults! 
 

More information on page 5 



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call the Church Office at 

662-2971, email us at ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 

 

Office hours are Monday-Friday  

8:30 a.m. –  4:30 p.m. 

 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 
 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

    gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

Kara Windler 

  719-930-6563 cell 

      DCE@unitedchurchla.org 
 

Upcoming Events 

4th VBS Begins 

 VBS Picnic 
 

11th  Church Potluck 

 Board Meetings  
 

15th  Sombrillo Worship 

First Day of School 

(LAPS) 

 

21st   Aspen Ridge 

Gathering 
 

30th  All Church Camp  

Begins  

 (see pages 15-17) 
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After Jesus took the bread, said grace, and then gave it to them, the two unknown 

disciples with whom he had walked and talked on the road to Emmaus suddenly saw that it 

was him!  We read in Luke 24:31, “Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized 

him…”. 

  

I hope you give serious consideration to joining us at Ghost Ranch at the end of this 

month for our All Church Camp.  Although we are not flying in a speaker from a university 

or another community or church, I think you will find the three presentations very insightful.  

You may not walk away with eyes as opened as those two disciples around the dinner table 

with Jesus that night, but we’ll all be able to see life and faith a little differently—a little 

more fully—from seeing the beauty of Ghost Ranch, enjoying the fellowship with family and 

friends, participating in worship and Communion under the big tree, and from the insightful 

presentations by members and staff of this congregation. 

  

The theme for this year’s All Church Camp is Perspectives.  We have opportunities each 

day to see life a little differently from other peoples’ perspectives and experiences.  These 

three presentations will be even more intentional in giving us the opportunity to see more 

fully through various perspectives.  Roger Smith will talk about his love of flying and how it 

impacts his faith.  I will be comparing various perspectives of photography to genres we find 

in the Bible.  Keith Lewis and Kara Windler will drive home the theme by leading us through 

the examination of a single biblical passage presented by the four testimonies and 

perspectives of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  Through it all, we trust that God’s Spirit 

will enliven the entire weekend for each of us. 

  

Please see more details about dates, sign-up and volunteer needs on pages 15-17 of this 

Chimes edition.  Thank you to staff, volunteers, and our Christian Education Board for their 

work in offering us another opportunity to enjoy and experience, reflect and learn at this 

year’s All Church Camp! 

 

          Grace and peace, 

              David 

 

 

From the Pastor 



Thoughts from Keith 
 

 

 

 

Last month I wrote a lengthy piece about Donut Run and Sketchy Lunch and the 

importance of off campus ministry to our young people and the youth of Los Alamos. I also 

stated that the CE Board had opted not to ask for an increase during the budget proposals for 

the current year, but rather chose to review the Youth Ministry balance in June and fundraise 

what was necessary to meet the needs for the remainder of the year. Bearing this in mind, we 

are kicking off our “Piece of the Pie” campaign for the month of August…. our target goal is 

$3000.00 to fund Sketchy Lunch and Donut Run until the end of 2019.  This is not a small sum 

of money, however the impact is far reaching and long lasting.  From time to time I will have 

young people that are not associated with our church introduce me to their parents as “this is 

the guy I have pizza / donuts with during the week,” and a conversation about the church 

ensues. On more than one occasion we have had curious young people come and grab slice of 

pizza in the fall and commit to going to Mexico Mission in the spring.  In each case a simple 

initial gesture (food) brought a new young person into the group.   

 

We can look at these and other programs in two ways, just food and fun, or smart 

evangelism and mission work.  We live in a time when the world around us is cynical as far as 

religious institutions are concerned and especially when we are working with teenagers. The 

consistency of routine, food and conversation builds credibility for the church with our young 

people and their friends without judgement or a demand that they look, think or act in one 

acceptable fashion.  Donut Run and Sketchy Lunch are forms of validation that say in the 

simplest way “you are important.”  We are planting seeds…. immediate weekly participation 

in the life of the church is great and can be a very healthy part of a young person’s formative 

years.  The true test comes when they are adults and they have families of their own….do they 

share the faith with the ones they love the most?  Education, fun, food and extra programs are 

important in raising faithful, mature, adult Christians who continue in life to serve the Risen 

Christ.  Youth and Children’s Ministries are always changing and adapting. THANK YOU for 

supporting the Piece of the Pie Campaign.  Beginning on Sunday, August 11th watch for the 

Pie Chart in Fellowship Hall as we chart progress to our goal! 

 

Blessings, 

Keith 

 

 



 

VBS 2019 
Vacation Bible School begins on Sunday, August 4th at 11:00am in Craig Hall.  

Join us each Sunday in August for Athens: Paul’s Dangerous Journey to Share 

the Truth!  We will have burgers and hotdogs for everyone at church on the 

4th beginning at 12:30 pm in the volleyball pit area. 
 

 

As part of VBS, Kara Windler will be facilitating a class for adults in the CE 

Lounge. These sessions will be exploring the same texts as the kids, but will go a 

bit deeper - not only into the Acts scripture passages, but also the world of 

Athens in the first century. 



LOVE VITAMINS AUGUST 2019         

 

In June I shared we need to focus on people more. July followed with 

seeking the truth in a broader sense.  This month I wonder if we truly 

focus and seek truth when we listen to others? Or are we just thinking 

about what we will say next and trying to get that “clever or wise” 

reply in?  

 

Recently in our United Church Friday group, I requested to talk before we 

shared book titles. I had emotions built up inside that made it hard to concentrate. My friends 

listened very well and I felt the release and strength to deal with my concerns, then happily 

shared book titles. Sometimes we just need to talk, open the abscess and let things out in order 

to heal. 

 

People can sound casual, yet really need to go deeper on what is bothering them… If we don’t 

carefully listen we can miss the cues, the body language. It is so important to truly focus and not 

assume we know what people are thinking.  It is helpful to repeat back what we think someone 

says and suggest a feeling word to find out if our assessments are close. Statements like:  “This 

is exciting for you…this is hard for you,” can allow a person to agree or not and expound on their 

thoughts. 

 

Jesus commended Mary for listening to him even though 

hostess Martha wanted her to help. Mary chose to focus on 

him. Jesus may have needed to talk and he knew the women 

needed to learn from him. He reminds us all that when we 

have helped (listened to) others, we have done it for him. 

 

Sometimes what another shares is beyond our comprehension.  

Compassion, body language, just being there and letting them talk is so healing. Even people of 

different dialects can communicate a lot with facial expressions and body language. 

 

“Many of our words and conversations too have layers and levels of meaning. There’s a 

literal level. But often there’s more, much more. Do you listen for “the song beneath the 

words” in the words or requests of others? Do you listen to the longing that our own words, 

as well as the words of others to us, both hide and reveal? Have you experienced being 

heard, deeply and truly, by another human being? It’s an incredible experience. When it 

happens, it feels holy. We feel that we have been in God’s presence, that in some way we 

have seen and been seen by Jesus Himself. PRAYER: OKAY, Lord Jesus, two ears, one mouth. 

Now I get it, listen twice as much as you speak. Help me hear, really hear, someone 

today.” Anthony Robinson 365 DAILY DEV 2018                                                         

 



As we try to have two ears and one mouth, may we remember Jesus’ examples of how he 

loved, focused on others and knew he needed God to help them.  

 

By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please 

myself but him who sent me.” John 5:30

 

I Corinthians 1:13 tells us:  Love is patient and kind… May our Listening be patient and kind, 

with God’s help. 

 

On behalf of a good imperfect relationships,       Betty Smith 

 

 

October 11, 12, & 13   

REGISTRATION FORMS IN SEPTEMBER CHIMES 

Take a break from life….be renewed with other women. 

Free time is included to go for walks, read a book, play games  

or just snooze. 
 

Fun, Faith, Friendship, amazing Food and Fantastic Scenery for  

ALL women from HIGH SCHOOL and UP 
GREAT MOTHER/DAUGHTER GET AWAY!     

 



Mission & Service Board 
 

 

 

 

As has been the tradition since 2016, the MISSION and SERVICE BOARD focuses on one mission recipient 

in The Chimes each month.  Please keep that mission in your prayers during that month. 

 

In the March and June Chimes, I wrote a brief article about Louis and Karen Rose, the 

Wycliff translators in Malaysia.  They have been involved in an attempt to record the New 

Testament in the native dialect in the Kamaragang Community in Shah, Malaysia, using 

mainly local people as speakers. There have been numerous problems along the way, but as 

of now, THE RECORDING HAS BEEN COMPLETED!  Following are the words that Betty 

Nance-Smith forwarded to us from the Roses.  One of the individuals, who was the principal 

recordist, has the name “Song” (he is referred to in the following paragraph).  Also, Father 

Thomas, a local Catholic priest, who took the role of Jesus, was thrilled to be able to 

participate.  

 

 “Song wrote a simple text message Thursday saying the recording is completely 

finished. He and the team are exhausted, but elated. They had a brief celebration and Song is 

back home, happy to be with his family for more than just the weekend. 

       

 They and I want to thank you all for praying. God has given us all the privilege of 

participating in this project through prayer. And now he has given us all a great boost to our 

faith seeing Him overcome significant obstacles to bring this project to completion. 

        

When the recording is released from FCBH (sometime in September) the Full Gospel 

Business Men’s Fellowship of Malaysia will bring it on Proclaimers to the community, train 

them how to use it in Listening Groups, and follow up accordingly.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Another of our very active missions, Mission Possible, which brings the Gospel and 

tangible help to the impoverished people in Eastern Europe, sends us newsletters filled to the 

brim with stories of individuals who have found Christ through the efforts of Mission 

Possible.  One such individual is a 16-year old mother, Bogdana, in Bulgaria, who was in a 

desperate situation.  She is illiterate and escaped from her parents’ home to find a better life, 

but found it difficult to make ends meet, with her husband, 18-year-old Yanko, who was 

unemployed.  The Baby Box and other aid from Mission Possible filled a huge need.   But 

even more, the church in Pevtsite welcomed her inside and encouraged her to become 

involved with their programs (e.g., literacy classes, camps for children, a soup kitchen, and 

instructions for mothers in the church).  She finds help, encouragement, and safety there, 

listening to messages of the Gospel intently.   

  

Also in Bulgaria (and in Eastern Europe), Mission Possible organizes many children’s and 

youth camps, bringing participants often from slum villages.  This year they are building an 

addition to their activity center in Dobromirka, Bulgaria.  The current center can only hold 

about 60 people and they’ve had to turn down requests for others who would like to come 

and participate in the Christian camps and events.  With the additional new wing, the center 

will solve these problems and become more functional.  The Dobromirka location is the only 

Christian center of its kind in Bulgaria and has been a great blessing.  I would imagine our 

funding to Mission Possible will be instrumental in building this Conference Hall.  Thank 

you all. 

      Alice Mutschlecner, Missions and Service Board 

 

 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of August. 

Aaron Martinez ~ Lesley Olsher ~ Jan Sander  

Kim Brasher ~ Bob & Gladys Erickson ~ Laura Cox 

Rosie Shalek ~ Byron Neubauer ~ John Rebstock 



 

 

The United Church Bridge Club 
 

has been enjoying both fun and fellowship for many years.  This is an invitation to long-time 

church members as well as to new church members and their friends who play bridge to join 

the fun. Here is how it works: 

  

We play once a month during October, November, January, February, March, and April. 

  

A schedule of matches is prepared at the start of the year.  Each match consists of four people 

(one table), and one of the teams is designated the host team.  It is preferable, but not 

mandatory, that the matches be played during the designated month. The host couple calls the 

guest couple to arrange a date and time to play.  The host couple may prepare dessert so that 

relaxing conversation can be enjoyed in addition to a friendly game of bridge. 

  

Each couple will host three times during the year. 

  

The teams need not be married couples, but everyone who signs up must have his or her own 

partner with whom they will play the entire year.  Also, the teams need not be members of 

United Church.  We have many “friends” among our players.  Each player plays four or six 

hands with each other player (12 or18 hands in all), as agreed at the beginning of play. 

  

At the end of a match, the host couple sends an email to Nancy Lemons, the organizer, and 

gives her the scores for each of the players.  Nancy will keep a record of all the scores and at 

the end of the season will distribute a sheet listing all players and their total scores. 

  

The season culminates with a “Bridge Bash.”  We share a potluck lunch and an afternoon of 

bridge, usually on a Sunday in early May. 

  

If you know how to play bridge and would enjoy friendly games with fellow church members 

and friends, please send an email to Nancy Lemons at lemonsnj@gmail.com.  September 15th 

is the deadline for signups, as the schedule will be made and play will begin in early October. 

mailto:lemonsnj@gmail.com


From the Finance Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Harlow       03 

Pam Meyer       04 

Sig Gerstl         05 

Irene Powell       11 

Dylan Stupka        11 

Alicia Gonzales       16 

Antonio Gonzales   16 

Lois Hudgins       19 

Don Upham       19 

Bob Weeks       19 

Ron Christman        21 

John FitzPatrick       28 

Steve Girrens       28 

Eric Schmierer       31 

Sandra Tolmie       31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USING ENTERPRISE BANK’S NEW  

BILL PAYMENT FEATURE? 
The Counters need to see a Memo line on a check sent this way.  Don’t 

stop on the first entry screen. Go to “Transactions > Bill Payment > 

Options > visit Billpay Site”.  Enter “Church Name, Amount, Date”. 

Then select “Send Money”. Then, and only then, will a “Review 

Payment” screen pop up with a box for “Memo”.  Fill it in and “Submit 

Payment”.   

If you have any questions, please contact Ann Cooke or Adda Moldt. 

 



 

Beginning Dates for Choirs:  

Sanctuary Choir  
Wednesday, September 4th 

at 7 pm  
 

Praise Choir 
Sunday, September 8th  

at 4 pm  
 

 

 Lunch Bunch Callers for August: 

Kathy Bjorklund, Margaret Flaugh, Pamela 

Massey, Joann Brown, Laura Erickson,  

Terry FitzPatrick, & Janet Hall 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday School at the United Church starts again on  
Sunday, September 8th! 

 
Look for Adult Ed class information in the September Chimes! 



 

Highlights from our annual Outdoor Worship 

June 23rd, 2019  

 

 

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Make plans now to join your church family for 

 

All Church Camp 
 

Labor Day weekend 

August 30 – September 1, 2019 

At Ghost Ranch, near Abiquiu, NM            
 

 

“Perspectives” 
 

Presented by the people of the United Church of Los Alamos.  
Sessions hosted by: Roger Smith, David Elton, Keith Lewis & Kara 

Windler. 
 

Our perspectives, our passions, our places in life influence how we see and 
interact with God and with all of Creation. Join us this year for a “home-
brew” All Church Camp. We’ll consider our own perspectives as we hear 
how the passions of two of our own shape their personal perspectives on 
God, themselves, and the world around them. Roger Smith will discuss 
how his love of flying impacts his faith. Pastor David Elton will share his 
passion for photography and how it relates to his notions of scripture and 
faith. 
 
Alongside these two personal perspectives, Pastors Keith Lewis and Kara 
Windler will facilitate a session on scriptural perspectives-we’ll have a 
chance to see how each Gospel encounters a specific story.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sessions at All Church Camp 2019 
 

Photography and the Bible:  Comparing Genres and Purposes 

David Elton, Presenter 

 

 A photograph is not just a photograph.  There are many different purposes 

and meanings in each and every photo.  We will look at various types of 

photographs and compare them in style and meaning to different verses and 

passages in scripture.  While the Bible is not a picture book, it forms and guides 

our lives through many different images.   

 
Flight of Faith 

Roger Smith, Presenter 

 

What are the ways you get in touch with God? How do you find peace when 

things get busy or stressful? A hobby is one way. One of my hobbies is aviation. 

I’ve been a licensed private pilot since 1980, restored two aircraft, and built one 

from scratch. I’d like to share these experiences and discuss the faith connection 

and how I see Gods creation through flight. 

                     

Biblical Kaleidoscope 

Keith Lewis & Kara Windler, Presenters 

 

Our views, our thoughts, the ways things speak to us, all morph as our scope 

shifts. What we bring to the table, our race, age, gender, sexuality, all of who we 

are, shapes and changes how we view the world. Like a kaleidoscope, just a small 

change in one of those parts can bring a whole new image of who we are how we 

relate to creation, God, and scripture. These same factors apply to the people who 

wrote the Bible. Join us as we see how each of the four gospels approaches a 

particular event--how their unique perspectives and our own play into how we 

view God and creation. 

 



 

All Church Camp 2019 at Ghost Ranch 

Labor Day Weekend – August 30 – September 1, 2019 

 

NAME(S) (Please indicate ages of Children) 

________________________________  Telephone # ____________________ 

________________________________  Email _________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

 

REGISTRATION FEES 

_______ Adults x $25 each = $________ 

_______ Children x $5 each = $________            TOTAL REGISTRATION $_________ 

 

CAMPING/LODGING FEES (if staying at Ghost Ranch) 

RV – Full Hookups   $45 x ______night(s) = $___________ 

RV – Electricity Only  $40 x ______night(s) = $___________ 

Camper w/ No Hookups  $35 x ______night(s) = $___________ 

Tent Site    $35 x ______night(s) = $___________ 

 

TOTAL CAMPING/LODGING $________ 

 

TOTAL FEES $______________ 

I/We would like to ride in the Church Van:  __________ people on Saturday 

                   __________ people on Sunday 



 

 

   THE AUGUST 2019 CHIMES Newsletter                                   

   The United Church of Los Alamos 

   2525 Canyon Road 

   Los Alamos, NM 87544 

 

  

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

NON PROFIT ORG. 

       U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #10 

POSTMASTER PLEASE  

DELIVER BETWEEN 

July 30 – August 1 

 


