
Dear United Church Congregation, 

  

I hope you are all doing well this Friday morning as we approach another quiet but, hopefully, 

meaningful weekend.  This Sunday is known by 4 different names or descriptions, can you name or 

describe them?  They are:  Psalm Sunday, the 6th Sunday of Lent (in many traditions), Passion Sunday, 

and it can also be identified as the first day of Holy Week.  Maybe there are others but that's more than 

enough.  All of them try to recognize, celebrate and remember the beginning of the last week of Jesus' 

ministry in Jerusalem during his earthly life.  Our reading this Palm/Passion Sunday from Luke begins 

before Jesus entered Jerusalem and takes us through what seemed to be a very long day that included:  

traveling to the Mount of Olives, sending disciples to pick up the unridden colt from strangers who 

would question them, continuing the journey into Jerusalem in a way that seemed like a royal entrance 

(no leafy branches or Hosannas in Luke), the multitude crying out words from Psalm 118, and Jesus' fist 

confrontation in Jerusalem with the Pharisees.  And all of that is before he goes to the Temple (which is 

not in our verses).  What a day!   

 

Needless to say, we will be recognizing, celebrating and remembering this day in a very unusual way this 

year.  The only physical preparation many of you will make is getting a cup of coffee and walking to the 

computer for the service (for those watching it live)... pjs are optional.  Of course, we're also invited to 

prepare in other ways by reading and reflecting on the passage, through prayer, and having bread or 

crackers and juice ready for the celebration of the Lord's Supper.  Thanks to the conversation we had in 

the Lenten class back in late February, there is more than enough material for me to work with and for 

us to consider from this Palm Sunday reading in Luke (not to overlook Matthew, Mark and John).  I am 

going to focus on the last two verses where the Pharisees tell Jesus in so many words to get control of 

his "disciples" and shut them up; and his response to them about the stones shouting out!  I think that 

one scene alone captures the heart of Palm Sunday and the first day of this emotional and sacred week.  

In what ways does this reading affirm Jesus' life, teachings and overall ministry?  In what ways does he 

meet the people's expectations?  And in what ways does he and the event of that day fall short or 

exceed their expectations and ours? 

  

Join us for worship this Sunday on our YouTube channel (a link can be found on the home page of our 

website), beginning at 9:25am. It will be posted in the "Worship Central" part of the home page later 

that morning... and can be viewed on PAC 8 at 7pm Sunday evening. 

  

Scripture Reading:  Luke 19:28-40 

  

During the worship service we will celebrate Communion.  You are invited to participate with your own 

Bread and Cup elements at home during the time of sharing (or self-serving). 

  

We will have the MAUNDY THURSDAY service next Thursday, April 9 at 7:30pm.  It will be streamed from 

the website beginning at 7:25pm.  It will be posted on the website the next day or so. 

  

Just a reminder that the Church Office is closed and we are working from home.  While a few of us check 

on the church each day, you may reach us be leaving a message on the office phone (checked each 

daily), email or by calling the pastors on our cell phones. 



  

We continue to hold so many in our country and world in prayer each day.  We pray for the recovery of 

those who are sick.  We pray for strength and peace for those who are dying.  We pray for comfort for 

the many who grieve.  We pray for protection for those who are caring for the sick and grieving during 

this ongoing pandemic.  We offer our thanks to those who are not working from home, but out in the 

community providing for and serving us each day. 

  

May God's healing, protecting and near presence be with us all! 

  

Grace and peace, 

 David 


