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Thursday, April 1

st

  Maundy Thursday 

7pm on YouTube 

 

 

Sunday, April 4
th

  Easter Sunday 

9:30am on YouTube 



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

  Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 
 

Beginning April 6th, The Church Office will be open 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings:  

9am – 1pm. We encourage you to still use email or the 

phone to contact us to limit the number of people in the 

Church buildings during this Public Health concern. 
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

      Kara Windler 

              719-930-6563 cell 

           DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

1st  Maundy Thursday 

April Fool’s Day 

 

2nd Good Friday 

 

4th  Easter Sunday  

  

8th  Holocaust Remembrance 

Day 

 

11th   National Pet Day 
   

15th  National High Five Day 

 

17th  World Circus Day 

 

20th  Administrative 

Professionals Day Eve 

 

21st   Administrative 

Professionals Day 

 

22nd   Earth Day 

 

26th  National Pretzel Day 

 

30th  Arbor Day 
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The United Church Columbarium 
 

 

The Columbarium Expansion is complete  

and the new niches are now available for purchase! 

 
United Church Columbarium niches are available to any Active Member of the United 

Church of Los Alamos and their immediate families, as well as former members.  Anyone 

else with a relationship to the United Church of Los Alamos can qualify to purchase a niche, 

with approval by the Board of Elders. 

 

Each niche in the new expansion is $1,300 for a single person.  For two people, it’s only an 

additional $400.  The amount paid for the niche covers all costs, including an urn, niche 

installation and inurnment services, a bronze nameplate, and upkeep and maintenance.   

 

There are still a few niches remaining in the original sections at the cost of $600 for one 

individual or $700 for two.  

 

For more information or to purchase your niche, please contact the Church Office.  



LOVE VITAMINS   April 2021                   God’s Grace is NOT FORENSIC  

What if the death and resurrection are not to do with crime? Nicholas Berdyev wrote “one 

of the gravest problems in the Western world today is that we have taken a forensic view of 

God.”  REVELATION AND TRUTH-quote in Madeline L’Engle’s A STONE FOR A PILLOW 

“God does not demand that we be good or virtuous before we can 

be loved. When we stray from God, it is not God’s pleasure to punish 

us. It is God’s pleasure to welcome us back, and then throw a party 

in celebration of our homecoming.” Far too often people “view God as 

an angry judge who assumes that we are guilty unless we can 

placate divine ire and establish our innocence.” Berdyaev  

Madeline L’Engle says our western view of God is often like angry 

Zeus ready to punish. She reminds her readers that Jacob, who 

becomes the great Israel, was not a moral or virtuous character. 

Jacob does outrageous things, and instead of being punished, he is rewarded. He lies, cheats 

his brother out of his birthright, and takes his father-in-law’s strongest sheep when leaving 

secretly with his wives, Laban’s daughters. He is also rightly fearful that his brother will be 

vengeful when he finally returns with wives and properties. Other stories like those of 

Moses and David, are not tales of crime and corresponding punishment, but ones of 

redemption and new chances. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.  In this way, love is made 

complete among us so that we will have confidence on the Day of Judgment, because in 

this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear because 

fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. I John 4:16b-21 

The Lord, who IS LOVE, came to us as a vulnerable baby, Jesus of Nazareth, a human with a 

message of LOVE for the world. Some think it is anger and not love at all that was behind 

the Incarnation. Some say Jesus had to come and get crucified, because “only if he died in 

agony could this bad-tempered father forgive his other children?” Berdyeav states 

emphatically, “no that is not God, not the God of Scripture who over and over again shows 

love for us imperfect creatures, who does not demand that we be good or virtuous before 

we can be loved.”  

 



 “You see, Incarnation, rightly appreciated, is already redemption—Jesus doesn’t need to die 

on the cross to convince us that God loves us, although I surely admit that the dramatic 

imagery has convinced and convicted many a believer. The cross corrected our serious 

nearsightedness in relation to the Father, buying the human soul a good pair of glasses to 

clearly see the Father’s love…The cross was needed as a dramatic, earth-shaking icon to 

change your mind about God, and it still serves that purpose.” Richard Rohr 

Romans 8 tells us, “If God is for us, who is 

against us? God, after all, did not spare his own 

son; he gave him up for us all!” Which leads to 

“nothing can separate us from the love of God.” 

Paul does not say that God punished Jesus, He 

declares that God punished Sin in the flesh of 

Jesus. 

For some, atonement means that Jesus 

had to die for us in order to atone for all 

our awful sins, so that God could forgive 

us. After looking the word up in an 

etymological dictionary, L’Engle says it actually means at-one-ment…            

 to be at one with God.  

 “Jesus on the cross was so at-one with God that death died there on Golgotha, 

and was followed by the glorious celebration of the Resurrection.” L’Engle 

The son of God loved me and gave himself for me…our job is to radiate that. 

Happy Easter! 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships, Betty Smith 

 

        

      
  

      ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED 
 

If you would like to celebrate an event or remember 
someone, do it with flowers! 

Call Irene Powell (662-5877) to arrange a date and get 
the details on how easy it is to do. 

        



¿MEXICO 2021? 
 

In 1986, Steven Mabry took 36 youth and 9 adults to Tijuana to build homes. 
 
Since that time, The United Church has sponsored 34 spring break trips and 6 summer trips to 
various areas of Mexico.  We have built homes, churches, baños, orphanage walls, and home 
additions.  Over 2600 worker weeks have provided the equivalent of 155 single homes!! 
 
Mexico Mission 2020 would have been our 35th annual spring break trip.  But we all know what 
happened instead. Our Amor Ministries donations and fees were sent to Puerto Peñasco.  When 
the local government allowed, Amor staff members and local workers constructed three houses 
with our sponsorship.  (Please consult the church website for links to photos and videos of our 
three families!) 
 
We are all disappointed that we are not 
able to travel to Mexico this spring 
break.  Amor Ministries writes:  Please 
extend our thanks to all who have 
financially and prayerfully supported 
us—we continue this work because of 
faithful groups like yours and we 
appreciate you so much!  
 
 

Although we can’t be there in person, 
it is still possible to make an impact.  
We can sponsor the three houses we 
would have built in the next few weeks!  At $4000 per house sponsorship, that would be 
$12,000.   
 
We are designating April as MEXICO MISSION Month!  Donations can be sent by check to 
the church (designate Mexico Mission in the memo line) or online through the church website. 
On Sunday, April 25th, we will dedicate the zoom coffee hour to Mexico Mission.  Join in to 
hear from special guests, and maybe even an auction item or two! 
 
If you want to know more, contact Keith Lewis or Randy & Laura Erickson. 
 
THANK YOU for your generous support of this worthwhile adventure! 
 

36 years   ***   155 houses 
 



A MEXICO MISSION MEMORY 
 

Mexico to me is a place of community. I get to meet families down in 

Mexico whose lives are completely different from mine and experience their 

community, but I also get to interact with people I normally don't. The bonds that 

are created while building houses and sleeping in the dirt and traveling in vans 

are unlike any other. While down there, we get to experience a different type of 

community, but we also create our own, one that has us wanting to come back 

year after year. 

Jillian Puckett 

 

 

 

 

Bibles, religious books, calendars, greeting cards, and notepads are being 

collected for Prison Ministry.  Please leave your contributions in the designated 

box in the entryway of the Christian Education building or in the 

mailroom.  Thank you! 

 Janet Hall is the contact.  

 

 



Mission & Service Board 
 

 
 
 

Dignity Mission 
Update 

 
The Dignity Mission has been busy helping migrants waiting in Ciudad Juarez for 

asylum hearings in the US.  In January we ordered and sent directly 40 youth-size hoodies to 

the mission coordinator in El Paso. 

 

In February we ordered supplies enough to fill 600 dignity kits - which include, soap, 

towel, comb, razor, lip balm, tooth brush and paste, shampoo, lotion, deodorant, nail file, and 

2 disposable masks - all packed into a gallon Ziploc bag. 

 

In March a small group assembled 150 kits on a Thursday; Friday Pastor Keith drove 

them to Placitas; Saturday they were delivered to El Paso and Sunday they were already 

being delivered across the border.  We also packed a 9 pound-box with infant clothes from 

the Thrift Shop and mailed it directly to the El Paso coordinator, who wrote of an urgent 

need. 

 

Sunday, April 11, the youth group under Pastor Keith will assemble another 150 kits.   

If there is an individual, group, or board who would like to 

help assemble, it takes 5 workers ~90 minutes to assemble 

150 kits.  Please contact Nina Thayer to schedule a date. 

Our goal is to provide 150 kits every month throughout 

this year.  We appreciate deeply the $5K provided from 

the Memorial and Endowment Committee which pays for 

the supplies.   

 

Dignity Mission Coordinators 

Nina Thayer & Chris Sierk 

662-6835 or 505-231-6312 

gnthayer@cybermesa.com   

acsierk@hotmail.com 
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The United Church of Los Alamos 

 
For now, we are planning for all classes to be via Zoom for the foreseeable future. Thus, to 
accommodate families with many age groups there will be some staggering of classes. Here is 
the morning schedule: 
  
Children’s Sunday School                              10:45am to 11:15am 
Youth & Adult Sunday School   11:15am to 12:15pm   
  
The children’s Sunday School will be Growing in Grace & Gratitude. Growing in Grace & 
Gratitude is a quarterly curriculum that helps transform the lives of children and those who love 
them, shaped by grace and gratitude. Through fun, age-appropriate activities, prayer, and 
singing, children and their leaders will celebrate the presence of God’s grace in their lives. 
  
The youth Sunday School will be hosted by Pastor Keith. 
  
Zoom information will be sent via email. Please contact the church office for class information. 

 

  

Grab your favorite coffee or tea mug and join us for our 

Virtual Coffee Fellowship gatherings each Sunday at 10:30am! 
 

This is a great time to catch up on how members and friends are doing  

and to discuss church and life matters.  Find the link to join in our Weekly Word 

email or on our Facebook page! 

 
 



Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 

Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

The books for discussion are selected by the group.  The group is 

currently reading Madeline L'Engle's second book in her Genesis trilogy 

"A Stone for a Pillow: Journeys with Jacob."  

In this book for the curious, spiritual seeker, Madeleine L'Engle offers 

relevant lessons drawn from the life of Jacob from the Old Testament. 

Here, the son of Isaac becomes a spiritual companion to L'Engle, 

equipping her to deal with earthly and psychological struggles. 

Throughout her journey, L'Engle offers contemporary answers to 

questions that burden modern day readers and believers. 

With her customary fearlessness and candor, she broaches such topics as 

the significance of angels, redemption, sexual identity, forgiveness, and 

the seemingly constant conflict between good and evil.   

 

 

 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning group!  We are 

largely comprised of women of The United Church, although not exclusively, and 

you are certainly welcome to bring a friend with you!  We spend time each week 

in study and, equally as important, in fellowship and prayer.  

We are currently exploring Bishop Michael Curry's Love Is the Way. As the 

descendant of slaves and the son of a civil rights activist, Bishop Michael Curry's 

life illustrates massive changes in our times. Much of the world met Bishop Curry 

when he delivered his sermon on the redemptive power of love at the royal wedding of Prince Harry 

and Meghan Markle at Windsor Castle. Here, he expands on his message of hope in an inspirational 

road map for living the way of love, illuminated with moving lessons from his own life. Through the 

prism of his faith, ancestry, and personal journey, Love Is the Way shows us how America came this 

far and, more important, how to go a whole lot further. 

 

Please contact Pastor Kara or the Church Office if you would like more 

information or links to join on or both of these discussion groups. 



PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of April. 

John Rebstock ~ Essential Workers ~ Richard Swenson  

Dale Breshears ~ Father Joe Mitchell ~ Mary Ann Sporl 

Bob & Gladys Erickson ~ Betty Oliphant ~ John Graham 
 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

Martin Naud       04 

Kaya Wilson           05 

Shirley Clifford       08 

Jake Stupka       08 

Megan Crawford    08 

David Puckett       08 

Sandy Charles       09 

Allen Schmiedicke  10 

Susan Larocque        13 

Barbara Seeger        13 

Eric Ovaska        14 

Margaret Hanson    15 

Mardel Schmiedicke  15 

Lori Elton         15 

Alex de Nevers        15 

Caley de Nevers      15 

Hannah de Nevers  15 

Myrna Strong        16 

Sarah Worley        16 

Margaret Guthrie     19 

Jessica Cooke        19 

Brad Cooke        23 

Yelena Mealy        23 

Marge Lewis        24 

Natalie Crawford     24 

Dale Breshears        25 

Brittany Little        26 

Lily Wang        27 

Spencer Lauritzen    27 

Ruth Williamson      28 

Jean Picard        28 

Randy Johnson        30 

Katelyn Johnson       30
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Join us for Online Worship! 

 

9:30am 

Live stream of Service on YouTube 

Search “The United Church of Los Alamos” and subscribe to our YouTube page 
(You can also find a link on our website and our Facebook Page) 

 

Any time after 11am 

www.unitedchurchla.org 

https://www.facebook.com/TheUnitedChurchofLosAlamos 

 

Sunday at 7pm or Tuesday at 12 Noon 

PAC 8 
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