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Holy Week Schedule 

April 14th – April 21st 
  

Sunday, April 14th       Palm Sunday 

Join us for worship on Palm Sunday at 8:00 & 9:30 a.m. 

All Church Potluck at 12:15 p.m. 
 

Thursday, April 18th    Maundy Thursday 

Maundy Thursday Worship Service with Communion 

7:00 p.m. in Graves Hall 
 

Friday, April 19th     Good Friday 

__________________________________ 
 

Sunday, April 21st     Easter Sunday! 

Sunrise Service at Ashley Pond at 6:15 a.m. 

Easter Breakfast in Graves Hall from 7:00-9:00 a.m. 

Easter Worship Service with Communion at 9:30 a.m. 



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

  Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may 

call the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a 

message on Facebook. 

 

Office hours are Monday-Friday  

8:30 a.m. –  4:30 p.m. 

 

You may also reach the pastors at the office 

number, email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 
 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

Kara Windler 

719-930-6563 cell 

     DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

  

Upcoming Events 

4th  Ecumenical Lenten  

Program Continues 

 

14th  Palm Sunday 

All Church Potluck 

Board Meetings 

 

17th  Aspen Ridge Gathering 

 

18th  Maundy Thursday  

 Sombrillo Worship 

 

19th  Good Friday 

 

21st  Easter Sunday 

 Easter Breakfast 
  

22nd Church Office Closed 

 

27th  PEEC Earth Day  

Celebration 

 

23rd    Mexico Worship 
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It’s a balancing act speaking to a congregation.  Think of all the people and groups 

that make up this congregation on a Sunday morning.  There is an assumption that 

everyone is a believer and disciple of Christ.  We know that’s not always the case, and 

we welcome that, too!  We also know that we are all growing in our faith and need to 

hear Jesus’ words as if we’re hearing him for the first time.  The invitation to follow is 

also to us. But then there’s the “outside” or greater community who is present each 

Sunday in some way, shape, or form.  That, too, is good.   

  

Nevertheless, let me communicate this instruction to the choir (figuratively 

speaking).  Let me offer this encouragement to you insiders:  Let’s try to not say, 

“Happy Easter” to each other through the first 20 days of the month of April.  At the 

risk of going into “you should” mode as a pastor, it’s good for our mental and spiritual 

wellbeing to not bunny-hop almost one-half of Lent, and all of Holy Week, by rushing 

to the church and spring’s signature event—Easter!  Yes, we are post-Easter people 

during any Lenten season.  And, yes, people we encounter in the grocery store, coffee 

shop, or restaurant; not to mention people’s travel plans, will always offer us the 

opportunity for giving or receiving an early Easter greeting.  In the community of faith, 

however, let’s try and take it one day or one Sunday of Lent at a time.  

  

I’ve always appreciated the quote by Captain Jim Lovell (played by Tom Hanks) 

in Apollo 13, when he’s trying to address a concern his pilot, Jack Swigert, is fixated 

on: “Now listen, there’s a thousand things that have to happen in order.  We are on 

number eight.  You’re talking about number six hundred and ninety-two.”  The 

Resurrection of the Lord Sunday is much more than a step on a list of things that need 

to happen, but on April 1, we are only on Day 27 of Lent.   

  

Having said all of that, I trust that all of you will have a meaningful Holy Week… 

and a transforming and happy Easter Sunday and Season! 

 

          Christ’s Peace, 

                     David    

From the Pastor 



Dear United Church Congregation, 

Over the next several months the Women’s Christian Service Society (WCSS) 

Thrift Shop will share with you some Thank You notes that we have received.  We had 

a bountiful 2018 and were able to donate to 28 Northern New Mexico organizations! 

WCSS is thankful for the many workers that allow us to help these organizations.  

The Thrift Shop is also doing God’s Work by recycling use, unwanted clothes/goods 

every week. 

 



LOVE VITAMINS APRIL 2019         

So much of life is spent trying to get somewhere, whether it is career, a place, 

financial goal, or you name it. Where are you trying to go? 

There is no problem with goals and seeking peak experiences if we focus on God during our journey. 

“All the wonderful things in life are so simple that one is not aware of their wonder until they are 

beyond touch. Never Have I felt the wonder and beauty and joy of life so keenly as now in my grief 

that Johnny is not here to enjoy them.”                   Frances Gunther quote in HEALING AFTER LOSS by 

HICKMAN 

We can substitute anyone’s name, health, loss of ability, creature, wild lands etc. for “Johnny.” What 

and WHO of life’s gifts are we taking for granted?  

“God’s power and beauty come to us hidden, hidden in the ordinary. In the midst of our own 

celebrity-crazed culture, are our eyes open to the ways God uses ordinary people to convey the 

extraordinary power of God?   

Our illusions of control are just that:  illusions…life has a way of giving us those little evaluations, those 

attitude adjustments. Which is not to say that we shouldn’t make plans or have our projects. We do 

and we should. And yet we don’t, can’t, know what tomorrow will bring. The only thing we can know 

for sure is that God’s grace will uphold us, God’s wisdom will guide us, and God’s peace what will 

keep us. And knowing that is enough.”      Anthony B. Robinson 365 DAILY DEVO 

When we miss the gifts along the way, we also easily miss the GIFT of GIVING, as we are too busy 

with our own agendas. Did the Priest and the Levite, who passed the injured man on the road, have 

“important” goals they were rushing to? The “Good” Samaritan also had a journey goal before he 

saw the injured man.  He postponed or gave up that goal to help someone of another race and 

culture. 

The Bible tells us that it is more blessed to give than receive. 

  Christ is our example. He gave of himself, while alive and on the cross 

HAPPY EASTER! Christ has Risen! Light has overcome darkness! 

Rejoice in the resurrection hope beyond our understanding. Know 

that God brought good from   the worst and can do this in 

our lives.  Let us be a part of that resurrection hope in 

other’s lives. In celebration, stop to smell the spring flowers, 

appreciate the beauty of clouds and creatures, drive a different route; look 

for beauty and goodness even when times are tough. Help someone, comfort 

someone; take notice of the shy or troubled, those that are isolated, the elderly.  Feed 

those who are hungry for sustenance and/or for love. Engage in life as you head 

towards your dreams and goals. Life is what happens when you made other plans. Engage in it, 

take off your blinders so that you can see Life’s gifts and be a life giver. 

                 Please Lord, open our EYES that we may SEE what and who YOU want us to see.                                                                 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships, Betty Smith 



 

Did you know that Devotionals are available to you in Fellowship Hall?  Besides our 

locally published Lenten Series devotional with thoughts from people you know, there are 

other publications (The Upper Room & Our Daily Bread, in both regular and Large Print) 

provided for your contemplation.  Pick one up on the Welcome booth in Fellowship Hall or 

on the credenza in the corner between the Welcome Booth and the Coffee Bar. 

The Thursday Lenten Series continues to occur here at the United Church each 

Thursday beginning at 6:00 PM (5:00 PM to help set up and serve) with a Soup and Bread 

meal, classes and a service.  Thank you for those that have volunteered to help set up and/or 

clean up afterward, for making this a lovely event, and representing the United Church so 

very well.  

The United Church celebrates Communion on the first Sunday of the month, April 7th.  

On this last Sunday of the Lenten season before the beginning of Holy Week, please join us 

at either the 8:00 AM early service (fragrance free) in the intimate setting of Sangrey Chapel, 

or at the regular service in the main Sanctuary at 9:30 AM.  Fellowship and coffee follows 

the later service in Fellowship Hall, with classes being held at 11:00 AM in the Christian 

Education Building. 

Might you be looking to provide a service during this time of Lent and beyond that 

would be both appreciated and may stretch you, but not take a great deal of time?  Sign up to 

be a Liturgist.  Easter morning may still be available, and if not then, there is a plethora of 

Sunday mornings from which to choose.  

The Flower Committee invites church members to help provide Easter Lilies in memory 

or celebration of someone special.  Lilies for the Sanctuary on Easter may be ordered from 

the church office (662-2971) by April 10th and are $15 each, and are yours to take home after 

service on Easter.   

Come start off Holy Week right on Palm Sunday, April 14th, by participating in the 

celebration by waving a palm leaf at either the early 8:00 AM service or the 9:30 AM regular 

service, visiting with friends during our fellowship time with coffee at 10:30 AM, attending a 



class at 11:00 AM, participating in a lively Pot Luck lunch at 12:15 PM, and attending a 

church board meeting or two.  Executive Council Meeting is at 2:00 PM. 

What is the meaning of Easter for you?  As we travel with Christ through Holy Week, 

we also encounter Maundy Thursday.  Join us on this special evening of contemplation on 

Thursday, April 18th at 7:00 PM in Graves Hall to celebrate together that first communion 

and hear the mandate given by Christ to remember him and love one another.  

Celebrate Easter Sunday here in the Sanctuary at 9:30 AM, or if ambitious, participate 

in the Ecumenical Sunrise Service at Ashley Pond at 6:15 AM, followed by breakfast in 

Graves Hall at 7:00 AM (which is open to all, even if you didn’t attend the sunrise service). 

Then join us in the Sanctuary for a traditional Service, where open communion is served.  

Fellowship and coffee to follow the service. Remember to take home your Easter Lily after 

service.  

 
 
EASTER LILY Donations in Memory or Celebration If you would like to memorialize or 
celebrate someone special this Easter Sunday, April 21st, you are invited to help us provide 
Lilies for the Sanctuary, and then, after the 9:30 AM service, please pick up your lily to take 
home with you.   
 
Lilies for the Sanctuary on Easter may be ordered from the church office and are $15 each.  
Early notification helps us in our planning, so please provide the following information to the 
office or place in the offering plate. (Write checks payable to the ‘United Church’, memo ‘Lily’.)   
 
Your Name:        Number of Lilies:   

Your Address:       Phone:    

Given in Honor/Memory (circle one) of:           
(Please provide additional names, if more than one)       

Deadline for ordering an Easter Lily is by noon Wednesday, April 10.  If you have any 

questions, please call the church office (662-2971) 



Mission & Service Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTH AFRICAN CHRISTIAN MISSION 
 

Among the missions that The United Church has long supported, the South African Christian 

Mission was presented to us initially by Joann Claybrook back about 1960.  Her sister, Jean, 

and husband, Al Zimmerman, had accepted the call to Capetown, South Africa. 

 

Arriving in Capetown, the Zimmermans established the South African Christian Mission, and 

did what missionaries dream of doing:  worked themselves out of a job by successfully 

turning over the indigenous church to its native peoples. 

 

However, the bond of the church with the missionaries was so strong that upon Jean and Al’s 

retirement, their son Steve heeded God’s call (kicking and screaming “No”) from his 

accountant career to head the Cape Bible Seminary and its outreach ministries to the many 

peoples of South Africa.  Steve hasn’t looked back and for many years now has 

enthusiastically, lovingly, and energetically continued the ministry.  Steve visits the United 

Church whenever he is in the U.S., and he keeps us well informed and inspired about the 

South African Christian Mission in Capetown.  The United Church, in addition to financial 

support, has often sent to the mission boxes of Bibles, which were donated by the 

congregation. 

 

The mission’s basic objectives (from their website): 

  

Reach The Xhosa:  There are nearly 8 million Xhosa speaking people. 

 

Equip Any Christian:  To equip regardless of age, race, tribal affiliation or gender with 

practical Christian ministries through the Cape Bible Seminary. 

 

Provide Resources:  Provide Bibles and other resources for students, churches and the public. 

 

Promote Evangelism:  Promote awareness of missions and evangelism among all Christians 

in both the U.S.A. and South Africa for greater effectiveness. 

 

Since it was the elder Zimmerman for whom we started our support, the following may be of 

interest: 



 

Jean Zimmerman  - (d. 2016) 

Jean Zimmerman supported her husband, Al, as a minister’s wife and a missionary’s wife. 

She wrote Christian stories for African kids and worked alongside her husband whenever 

possible.  Her death in 2006 was deeply mourned by those she served in South Africa.  Jean 

is survived by her sons, Stephen, John Mark and her daughter, Sara. She taught all of her 

children the piano and musical instruments. 

 

In Memory of Al Zimmerman (d. 2007) 

 

“Al Zimmerman was a veteran missionary to South Africa.  He arrived in Cape Town in 

December 1959 with his wife Jean and sons Stephen and John Mark.  A daughter Sara Jo was 

born in Cape Town on June 14, 1960.  Al’s main service was for the African people and, to 

this end, he founded the Cape Bible Seminary in his home in 1962.  Al was an evangelist, 

teacher, and preacher to an entire generation of African men and women.   A new generation 

of teachers, leaders, and preachers have been built on this foundation. 

 

In the early seventies, Al began a work that has never been duplicated:  A Bible concordance 

in the Xhosa language.  It is still in print and used by many Christians. 

 

Al and Jean retired from the mission field (after thirty years of service) to Monroe, 

Washington.  During his later years, they attended the Central Christian Church in 

Snohomish, Washington, where he taught adult Bible classes.   Their son, Steve, has 

faithfully carried on the work of his parents, and we are privileged to currently support him 

as our mission representative in South Africa. 

 

 

 PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of April. 
 

Lesley Olsher ~ Carol Brown 

Jim Howard ~ John Rebstock ~ Carol Sierk 

http://sacmonline.org/2012/04/jean-zimmerman-with-the-lord-at-age-93/
http://sacmonline.org/2008/01/in-memory-of-al-zimmerman/


 

 

As we approach Palm Sunday, we prepare to give to our once-a-year offering that funds 

people in need around the world: “One Great Hour of Sharing.”  This special offering funds 

projects for people who suffer the effects of disaster, conflict, or severe economic hardship.  

Through our gift we can provide health, food, water, and education to address the concerns of 

residents, immigrants, and refugees in systematic ways that offer hope, help, and dignity.  

Today projects are underway in more than 100 countries in many parts of the world, 

including Africa, Europe, Asia, North America, the Middle East, Latin America, and the 

Caribbean. 

In recent years the total receipts from churches worldwide have totaled more than $20 

million. These contributions make a difference in the lives of real people  

Your donation to “One Great Hour of Sharing” on Palm Sunday (April 14) helps the United 

Church of Los Alamos continue to be part of an enduring legacy that ensures our church’s 

ability to provide assistance to critical global concerns.  Money for One Great Hour of 

Sharing (OGHS) will be received every Sunday through Palm Sunday.  Note OGHS on the 

memo line of your check. 

Jo Ann Howell, Mission Board Member 

 



Men's Koffee Klatch                                       
All men of The United Church are invited to coffee, 

refreshments, and fellowship!  There are no lesson plans, 

no required or suggested topics, no devotions, no 

leaders, but there is a lot of fun!  Hosting duties are 

passed around within the group.  The wit and wisdom 

shared cover all sorts of topics and the discussions have 

proven extremely interesting, informative, and 

supportive.  We laugh a lot! See you there! 
 

Thursdays: 9:30 – 11:30 am in the CE Building Lounge. 

 

 

 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

@White Rock Presbyterian Church, Fridays 10am – Noon  

We are largely comprised of women of the United Church 

 and are all welcome. 

 We spend time each week in study and, equally as important, in 

fellowship and prayer. 

 

 

  

 

For more information, please contact: 

Kara Winder at the Church Office 



 



 

 

 

 

 

Join the M&E Board for Easter Breakfast on Sunday, 

April 21st!  Breakfast will be from 7:00am to 9:00am  

 

(Between the Sunrise Service and our 9:30am 

Worship Service). 

 

 

 

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study  

All women of the church and their friends are welcome to attend this group.  

The books for discussion are selected by the group.   

The group is currently reading “Sophie’s World: The 

History of Philosophy” by Jostein Gaarder. 

  

Monday Mornings: 

11:00 am – 12:30 pm       

  In the CE Lounge 

 



Lunch Bunch Callers for April: 

Margaret Flaugh, Jen Buckman, Jill Forman,  

 

Cookie Halsted, Ruth Lier, Jean Picard,  

 

& Terry FitzPatrick 
 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 

 

 

 

Martin Naud       04 

Shirley Clifford       08 

Jake Stupka       08 

Megan Crawford    08 

David Puckett       08 

Sandy Charles       09 

Allen Schmiedicke  10 

Susan Larocque        13 

Barbara Seeger        13 

Eric Ovaska        14 

Margaret Hanson    15 

Mardel Schmiedicke  15 

Lori Elton         15 

Alex de Nevers        15 

Caley de Nevers      15 

Hannah de Nevers  15 

Myrna Strong        16 

Sarah Worley        16 

Margaret Guthrie     19 

Jessica Cooke        19 

Brad Cooke        23 

Marge Lewis        24 

Natalie Crawford     24 

Dale Breshears        25 

Brittany Little        26 

Lily Wang        27 

Spencer Lauritzen    27 

Ruth Williamson      28 

Jean Picard        28 

Randy Johnson        30 

Katelyn Johnson       30 
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