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SENIOR PASTOR 
David Elton 

 

 Last year began like other years, quietly for the first few days before we 
were off to the races!  Between January 3rd and March 13th my work at The United 
Church involved worship preparation, teaching, pastoral care, memorial services, 
Annual Meeting preparation, working with staff, planning the Thursday 
Ecumenical Lenten program (our Choir sang beautifully at the last in-person 
service on March 12th), planning my sabbatical that was to begin in May, and my 
final year as Co-Chair on the Commission on Ministry for the Presbytery of Santa 
Fe.  As those early months of the year passed, the Executive Council, staff and I 
kept an eye on and had discussions about how to prepare for the approaching 
COVID-19 virus.  Speaking for myself, more preparation and understanding was 
needed.  The decision was made to cancel in-person worship beginning on Sunday, 
March 15th and for the foreseeable future.  Little did we realize how unforeseeable 
the future weeks and months would be.   
 
 The remaining months involved trying to strike a balance between the 
congregation following safe practices and public health rules through the 
“shutdowns”, and continuing ministry in new ways.  This required making 
decisions with varying opinions and inadequate information (through mid-May, 
anyway) concerning this virus.  By God’s grace and through the quick adaptation 
of the church staff, Executive Council, and Milan Gadd with our sound and video, 
we managed to stay ahead of the “shutdown” wave while maintaining some level 
of ministry through streamed worship services, email, phone calls, and the most 
popular recent addition to our vocabulary and lifestyle: “Zooming”.  Our worship 
services continued to improve for online participation, boards figured out safe 
ways to meet and continue their work, and the staff and leaders continued our 
oversight of and involvement in the ministries and mission of The United Church.   
 

While it wasn’t nearly the same, Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday were 
celebrated and well attended online.  Eight months and 39 worship services later, 
more than twice as many people participated in and attended our Christmas Eve 
service in December.  I’m sure the dedicated work of Bernadette Lauritzen with 
Public Relations to the greater community and, in particular, her promoting of the 
Christmas Eve service contributed greatly!  I’m grateful for the work that Suzanne 
Johnson, Kara Windler and Keith Lewis offered in planning and leading worship 
services.  Special thanks to our Office Administrator and Director of 
Communications, Tjett Gerdom, and our Sound Room and video volunteers, Milan 
Gadd, John Puckett, Anthony Puckett and David Puckett.  The quality and online 
accessibility of our worship services since March 15th would not have been 
possible without them!  Irene Powell’s dedication to coordinating the work and 
arranging of the flowers on the altar each Sunday is greatly appreciated.  I also 
want to thank Roger Smith and the Personnel Board for their support and 
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leadership throughout last year.  Although there were challenging and confusing 
weeks, the church staff did an admirable job throughout the year and especially 
since mid-March.   
 
 I enjoyed working with the members and friends of our boards and 
committees throughout 2020, of which I’m a staff resource.  They are:  Elders, 
Finance (during stewardship season), Membership & Evangelism, Memorials & 
Endowment, Missions & Service, Nominating and Personnel.  I’m also grateful to 
have had the opportunity to work more closely with Nina Thayer and Corine 
Christman as they led dedicated volunteers in opening the Thrift Shop safely!  It 
was a privilege to work with the Church Officers and Executive Council 
throughout another year that was unlike past years.  The planning and 
implementation of last fall’s Sunday School classes by the Christian Education 
Board, Kara Windler and Keith Lewis was impressive and went off quite 
smoothly.  It has also been great to stay in touch with many of you who join our 
Coffee Fellowship on Sundays from your homes in Los Alamos and White Rock, 
as well as from other parts of New Mexico and sometimes places around the 
country! 
 
 As I write this report a few hours before its deadline (and 2021!), the 2020 
annual operating budget will close in much better shape than expected.  I’ll let the 
Finance Board and Treasurer, Ann Cooke, offer the details in their reports; 
nevertheless, their dedicated work gave expert guidance to the Executive Council’s 
financial planning, decisions and spending throughout the year.  During a year 
when we had a sizable deficit for several months (beyond what was planned), 
members and friends of this congregation gave above and beyond!  Your 
faithfulness to Christ’s mission and commission through your generous giving is 
incredible, for which I am inspired, humbled and grateful. 
 
 As we enter this new year we proceed with heavy hearts and growing hope.  
The great loss of life throughout 2020, and for the next several months, is 
heartbreaking.  Our prayers are offered with “sighs too deep for words” for those 
who grieve.  Because of the unprecedented work of medical researchers, 
virologists and other scientists, our hope for coming out of this dark and lonely 
period sometime this year is growing.  Our sacred calling to continue to share the 
gospel, serve the community and reach out to those in need remains before us.  
And God’s Spirit and steadfast guidance continue to lead us into a fuller vision.   
 
 May God continue to watch over and bless each of you in the months ahead 
as we trust in the Light and Shalom of Christ in our daily living.  
 
 Gratefully Yours, 
  
               David 
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PASTOR FOR YOUTH AND  

CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRY 
Keith Lewis 

 

Dear friends, the last year has provided for all of us a number of 
opportunities and challenges as individuals as a church.  I could never have 
seen a time where Mexico Mission would have been cancelled over spring 
break let alone a complete halt to worship service in person and regular school 
attendance.  The pandemic caused a pivot in the way we communicate, worship, 
interact with each other and function as a church. Following the initial shock of 
quarantine and all of the changes to daily patterns and routines, something very 
positive happened…. the work of The United Church continued.  Worship was 
streamed over YouTube and on our website, Sunday School classes took place 
via Zoom as did regular board meetings and book groups. One of the bright 
spots of spring 2020 was our Graduate Recognition Sunday when we were able 
to invite graduates and their families into the sanctuary so that the church 
family could see and celebrate their momentous life achievement.  We did a 
“drive thru” Graduation Celebration as well.   The pandemic shifted the way we 
do ministry but it did not stop us from reaching out to members of the church 
and community whether it was through VBS Rocky Railway or our personal 
Advent Kits distributed to households in Los Alamos and White Rock.  While 
we were unable to go to Mexico and build homes with Amor Ministries as we 
have done in the last four decades, our fundraising prior to the quarantine 
allowed laborers in Puerto Peñasco to build the homes for us and so in the 
“unique year” that was 2020, our Mexico homes were constructed with Amor. 
 

In the New Year that is upon us, we will plan for new opportunities to 
support our young people and families and work hard to maintain our sense of 
connection that has pivoted from Donut Run and Sketchy Lunch to Zoom 
gatherings and Meet Up opportunities. I believe that the hard work of The 
United Church will make a huge difference in the Los Alamos community as 
we move into a post-pandemic society.  Reconnecting and defining what 
opportunities lie ahead for ministry, both inside and outside the walls of our 
church, will determine the path and future of our church for years to come.  We 
must be ready to step forward and be a part of the rebuild that will take place in 
our community and country when the vaccine has been distributed and case 
counts have begun to wane.  We have not even begun to see the devastation that 
has taken place medically, psychologically, personally, and economically here 
in Los Alamos as well as the world “off of the hill.”  The disaster recovery is 
going to be eye opening and religious institutions are going to be a major part of 
the effort to stabilize our society.  What those rebuilding opportunities will look 
like have yet to be determined as we are still in the very early stages of vaccine 
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distribution.  The world awaits not just a positive word of HOPE but a tangible 
action by people of faith that says, “We are here to help!” We have our work 
cut out for us. 
 

On a personal note, I miss seeing all of the faces of my church family and 
look forward to a time when we can gather in person, whatever that opportunity 
might look like.  I continue to work on my writing project “Pillars of Hope in a 
Time of Despair” and look forward to attending Continuing Education 
opportunities in person.  Madison is in 5th grade this year…in the Fall of 2021 
she will be in the Youth Sunday School Class.  How is that possible?  I am 
blessed to be a part of the ministry of The United Church and love the 
opportunity to serve the members of this great family! 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Keith A. Lewis, Pastor of Youth and Congregational Ministry 
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DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Kara Windler 

 

2020 began like most years. We kicked off the spring semester slate of 
CE Sunday classes: Julie Walker took over for Jody Rigg as Nursery 
coordinator; Nancy Bliss lead the children’s class; Keith lead the youth class; I 
continued the J. R. R. Tolkien Lord of the Rings sacred reading adult class; 
Georgia Strickfaden facilitated the Foods at the Time of the Bible adult class 
which went on hiatus for Lent; and David Elton led a class on Jonah followed 
by a Lenten class. 
 

Georgia’s class had a blast learning about biblical foods and tasting them, 
but many decided they’d like to join David’s Lenten class so they paused their 
class, hoping to finish it after Easter. 
 

CE Board kept up on Mexico Mission planning as well as All Church 
Camp preparations. 
 

As February progressed, news of the novel coronavirus was growing 
more dire. The initial hot zones continued to spread. On March 15, I was 
scheduled to preach. David and Keith were both away so Suzanne Johnson, Jeff 
George and I made plans for that Sunday’s service. Leading up to that weekend, 
New Mexico governor Michelle Lujan Grisham, looked more and more likely 
to impose a 2-week quarantine period. [Hic incipit pestis] On Saturday, March 
14, in consultation with David Elton and church president, Roger Smith, we 
decided to shutter the church campus to in person meetings and worship. Tjett 
Gerdom, Suzanne, Jeff and I then revamped the next day’s order of worship so 
that it could be more easily followed by those viewing on the church website 
and Facebook. I decided that, since we were all going to be stuck at home for 2 
weeks or so, it’d be nice to have some levity in the worship service and read Mo 
Willems’ I Really Like Slop. Thus, I began my habit of reading a kids’ book 
during the children’s moment. 2 weeks turned into the rest of the year and here 
I am at the end of December still reading kids’ books. The congregational 
feedback on these books has been a lot of fun this year. 
 

All CE activities took time off until we could work out user-friendly 
remote forms of communicating. Keith kept connected with the youth through 
various means. David’s class moved to Zoom pretty quickly while my Tolkien 
class attempted a GoodReads group but we, too, eventually migrated to Zoom 
along with the Monday and Friday groups. 
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The Zoom migration came with its ups and downs and a growing 
awareness of the limits of individual cell/home/work internet setups. I cannot 
express the depth of my gratitude to all the folks that helped make the move to 
Zoom happen and keep folks updated through the church website, Facebook, 
and YouTube. 
  

Our test run for the fall came with this year’s Rocky Railway VBS 
program. Keith led each class and augmented the experience with goodie bags 
for each family including a conductor’s cap, train whistle, windup train, and 
other fun items. These bags became the prototype for our Advent kits. 
 

Unfortunately, we were unable to host an All Church Camp at Ghost 
Ranch this year, but our deposit was turned into a donation to Ghost Ranch in 
the hopes it would help tide them over until they could resume hosting groups. 
 

We all became more comfortable with online group/class/congregational 
facilitation, and so the CE Board decided to come at the new school year and 
fall programming with a more united front. We decided to make Sunday 
morning offerings more in keeping with pre-Covid schedules with the exception 
of children’s Sunday school:  

 
 9:30 Worship 
 10:30-11:10 Coffee Fellowship 
 10:45-11:15 Children’s Sunday School 
 11:15-12:15 Youth and Adult Sunday School 
 

We felt this schedule would allow for the highest chance for folks, and 
especially those with families, to participate in the full life of the virtual church. 
By staggering the children and youth/adult class times, parents could help their 
small ones connect without having to miss out on a class they might wish to 
attend. I led a class on Richard Rohr’s Divine Dance, David led a class on 1 
Samuel, Keith facilitated the youth class, and our intrepid band of CE board 
members and their families, along with Nancy Bliss led the children’s class. 
 

This fall, we also managed to get a taste of Sonlight with the Women’s 
E-treat and the Dough fundraiser. The retreat focus was on the need for retreat, 
for Sabbath, for rest, and included sessions hosted by Cynthia Calhoun, Becky 
Erickson, and myself along with devotional meditations by Kelli Whitman. We 
changed the fee structure to encourage donations to help keep Sonlight afloat 
with a minimum fee to cover base expenses and speaker fees, and a higher 
amount to cover what we would normally spend on room and board at Sonlight. 
This nicely dovetailed with the other campaign to donate to Sonlight in return 
for some of their wonderful cookies. The United Church and community 
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generosity raised over $18,000 for our partner in faith development and 
enrichment. 
 

To round out the year, CE along with the pastoral staff, put together and 
distributed Advent kits for every UC household in Los Alamos county (and 
some beyond). These included: an Advent wreath, LED candles, candy canes, a 
devotion booklet, along with extra goodies for households with kids, all inside a 
United Church drawstring bag. We also shook up adult Sunday school to have 
an Advent lectionary-based class along with a church-wide Advent workshop 
on December 6. 
 

We weathered enormous challenges together this past year. Thanks to all 
for your understanding and patience as we adapted to an ever-changing 
landscape, for putting up with Zoom lag and connection issues.  I look forward 
to taking what we have discovered and to find more ways to learn from one 
another in the year to come. It is my hope that vaccine rollout and mitigation 
efforts will allow us to meet in person once again before 2021 comes to a close.  
 
Rev. Kara Windler 
Director of Christian Education 
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TREASURER 
Ann Cooke 

 

The Essential Business of the United Church of Los Alamos, has been 
advanced over this year of 2020, and our relevance reevaluated and confirmed.   
Within our church community we have been rediscovering how essential our 
business is to ourselves, our individual members, to our mission partners, to our 
community, and to all that we serve.  As we have worked to strengthen the ties 
that bind us, to explore new ways to reach out and confront the consequences of 
potentially being defined as ‘non-essential’, we have had an opportunity to 
recognize the value of what we are and have in the United Church and each 
other. We have been motivated to find new ways to connect and even expand 
our fellowship, and see demonstrated the essential value of our business by the 
generous financial response to the stresses of this year’s challenges. 
 

No longer were traditional means of collecting non-pledge offerings and 
passing the plate available this year.  Budgets created nearly a year before were 
not very relevant, and with a projected possible deficit of $73K, and with an 
additional possible $50K lack of anticipated income, the worst case might 
approach a $120K deficit for 2020. While not a very happy thought, a deficit 
this size could be covered, but it could not be sustained. 
 

However, the Finance Board committed to calling the core of our 
strength, and thanked every member or friend that had faithfully continued to 
financially support the church this year, and to recognize the refined gold of our 
church, the people who make it up and support it.  The treasurer’s office 
attempted to supply information as to the differences these gifts were making in 
supplementing the lost income in monthly Chimes articles, and the monthly 
budget reports, and the pledge drive was prayerfully received and the response 
was overwhelming.  Estate gifts this year made it possible to supplement the 
loss of income to the Thrift Shop so that the WCSS could continue to 
generously support a host of Northern New Mexico charities in the coming 
year.  And a deficit which was feared to substantially exceed expectations was 
tamed to about $7K by the additional gifts given by you, who care.  Thank you. 
With the tightening of our budget and the increases of our pledges, we look to 
overcome the financial challenges of the year to come. 
 

Columbarium expansion was executed this year.  A contract for the new 
niche units was signed with Eickhof Columbaria in December of 2019.  The 
search of a contractor with expertise with foundations and concrete was 
initiated over the first couple of months in 2020 and found in February.  By 
March permits were being obtained and closures (due to fears of virus spread) 
began to be put into effect, just after most of the paperwork and fees were paid 
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to the county.  So with a mostly quiet campus, the new foundations went in, 
cabinets were delivered and installed, rock masonry was obtained and mortared 
in place, the deteriorating old sidewalk in the Columbarium replaced, and the 
base of the low entry walls repaired by August. Simultaneously, a committee,  
headed by Pamela Massey and working via email with one meeting for the final 
review met (with masks) on Chris Sierk’s open and airy deck well-spaced from 
each other, and reviewed the columbarium policies, procedures, and contracts 
and the Executive Council endorsed them on September 13, 2020. 
 

The original Columbium construction cost $115,158 and the expansion 
expenses were an additional $68,511.  These additional costs were covered by 
gifts, designated funds released from the Labyrinth, Memorials, and an 
Endowment loan to be reimbursed from niche sales.  
 

A Grant Application was invited by and submitted to Mutual of America 
expounding on our long standing partnership with and between denominations 
and our ecumenical nature.  The grant was not awarded. 
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Total Mission giving by all the various efforts of those associated with 
the United Church is summarized in the table below. 
 

UCLA Mission Support Collected 2020 
($) 

Disburse 
2020 ($) 

Disburse 
2021 ($) 

 

Missions  Budget 78,000   
Mission Contingency Budget 3,021  Dignity, Tributaries 

Denominational per Capita Budget 6,000  Exec. Budget Line 

WCSS Thrift Shop Earned 2019 65,800   
NM Conference of Churches Budget 1,500  Exec. Budget Line 

Emergency Fund Budget 500  Page 4, Design Fund 

Souper Bowl 782 782  LA Cares 
Change for Change 217 217  NEST 

    (To be designated) 115  115  

Mexico Mission 38,585 15,864  Materials, No Travel 
Women’s Retreat Gifts Budget & 2,365 2,465  Sonlight Camp 

All Church Camp Donation 2019 Budget 600  Ghost Ranch 

Donut Run & Sketchy Lunch Budget 2,180  9 weeks Jan - Mar 

One Great Hour of Sharing  2,123 2,123  CWS 
Monday Night @ Pit Donated -  Meals for student 

Disaster Relief 792 792  NEST 

Other Designated Gifts 619 529 90 CWS 
Alternative Giving 6,460  6,460  

Xmas Eve Offering  596  596 Self Help 

   Design. Xmas Eve Gift 500  500 LA Cares 

Totals  179,581 7,556 187,137 
Expenses & All Mission 
Support 

   27.1%   of     
663,882 

Total Budget Expenses    32.8%   of     
570,646 

Non-Mission Budget Expenses Missions in Budget (93,901)  39.3%   of     
476,745 

 
Unstated is that the Church still provides sermons, classes, fellowship, 

building space, columbarium, counseling, overflow parking, and beautiful 
grounds for the enjoyment of the community and members of the United 
Church of Los Alamos. 
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Volunteer Work:  I have found it therapeutic to be able to work outside 
around the church, progressing little landscaping projects which are described 
below.   
 

Three new (thornless) Cockspur hawthorn trees and two Lemon Drift 
roses were added to the long narrow median outside the Christian Education 
building along Rose Street.  Labor for digging those holes was provided by 
Mark Strong and myself.  The determination of plant type and purchase of 
plants, their delivery and installation were in part a donation from John Bliss.  
John Charles insured that the irrigation system was working and supplying 
water to the new trees and all the existing new planting areas.  Brad Cooke, 
with my help, dug in and placed the landscaping stone to help even up the 
sloping soil.  And I donated a dozen Veronica speedwell plants at the base of 
the trees to help provide some further ground cover. 
 

In front of the Thrift Shop entrance at the basement level of Craig Hall, 
the sloping soil running along the sidewalk and bounded by old rotting railroad 
ties had either been torn up by construction, was littered with rocks and debris, 
filled with volunteer columbine, weeds and old gopher holes, which choked the 
area.  Water from gutters of Craig Hall ran off the dirt and pooled in the 
doorway to the Thrift Shop.  So some of the large landscaping rock was used to 
fashion the base and two mid sections of terracing in the area.  Pressure treated 
landscaping lumber was used to replace the old rotted railroad ties, building and 
leveling three equally spaced planting areas.  Left over fine play sand and CE 
building courtyard brick along with shorter pieces of landscaping lumber were 
used to build a level platform for sitting or displaying Thrift Shop items.  An 
old abandoned drain found and mostly dug out and re-utilized in the lowest 
planting area to (hopefully) allow drainage away from the area.  Water from the 
gutter drain pipe can now empty into the top terrace, to make its way down 
(more slowly) through the terraces and soil rather than running off onto the 
sidewalk.  Nina Thayer planted a multitude of daffodil bulbs, cottoneaster was 
added under the window, the columbines were salvaged and consolidated, a 
Blue Mist Spirea rescued, and Potentilla, perhaps unsuccessfully, added and 
water barrels donated. 
 

Terracing between the CE building and the new heated stairs continues 
with the available landscaping stone.  Irrigation was established, and several 
new plants added along with some transplanted iris from Irene Powell.  
Mumford lavender was tried as suggested, and had limited success.  The 
English lavender supplied by John Bliss did well.   
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Middle window well at the base of Fellowship Hall in the Sanctuary, 
which had a dirt and debris covered bottom, was cleaned out and bricked in 
with old excess CE building courtyard brick. 
 

Expensive and heavy flag stone (originally purchased and installed by the 
Montessori School), which had been removed from the playground area when 
the new concrete walkways were installed in front of Craig Hall, was placed at 
the base of the steps off the Sanctuary entry plaza into the church lawn.  And 
some landscaping stone was moved in front of the exposed concrete edge off 
the Fellowship Hall entry under the Portello to help finish the area a bit more. 
Left over and broken dark reddish flagging stone was placed under the 
Montessori CE entry Plum tree at the request of Carol Watanabe, who has 
tamed the weeds, landscaped, planted, and chased the gophers away with John 
Puckett’s expert help.  Other little areas were covered with the bits and pieces 
of flagging stone in that area.  
 

Left over masonry stone for the Columbarium was used to edge the 
sidewalk along the back side of the Columbarium.  Further plantings, weed 
barrier, and gravel needs to be placed in the area by the irrigation valve boxes 
which were newly extended (and fixed the previous year) by John Charles.   
The remaining landscaping stone behind the Sanctuary (with the help of my 
husband Brad) should find a home next year. 
 
Ann Cooke, Treasurer 
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CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

When I volunteered to be president for 2020 I had an idea of what I 
wanted to accomplish for the year. We had just completed the Vision Retreat 
and were getting started on implementation. It was called O-FiT, Our Future is 
today. Soon after taking over, all those thoughts went out the window. Covid-19 
was upon us and we went into shutdown and survival mode. It was expected 
only to last a short time. Little did we know it was to continue to the end of the 
year and beyond. 
 
 Many long and intense Executive Council meetings were held to decide 
how to proceed beyond just survival and do what the Church does best. That is 
to support its members, the local community, and outreach missions. To 
continue to preach and teach the word of God, to bring comfort to those in need, 
and lend financial support where needed. It was decided early on that our staff 
was to be fully funded and supported. Each and every one has a very important 
part to play now and in the future growth of the church. 
 
 Our policy during the State mandated restrictions and Covid-19 threat is 
that we have a responsibility to keep all our members and staff as safe as 
possible, and that no one will be infected with the virus while engaged in 
United Church activities. We had to go virtual. What a major learning 
experience for everyone. 
 
 Sunday worship services, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Easter 
services were presented on “YouTube” and Pac 8. On-line attendance for these 
has been surprisingly high. Coffee hour, Sunday school classes, bible studies, 
book discussions, youth activities all went on-line via ZOOM video 
conferencing. Even the Women’s Retreat. These have all evolved and become 
quite successful. The desire is to keep broadcasting the services after the 
restrictions are lifted. 
 
 Unfortunately, some things needed to be canceled. Mexico Missions, 
Monday night at the pit, and Ghost Ranch All Church Camp, were some of the 
casualties. And of course, we are all missing the church potlucks, personal 
contacts, the comradery, smiles, and hugs that come with being in close contact 
with others. 
 
 The church is adjusting and still actively pursuing its objectives even 
though we are not meeting in person. The thrift shop was open at various times, 
while following strict precautions. All boards and committees continued to 
function. Missions continued to be supported and financed. The Columbarium 
was completed and a new policy for it was written. Thanks to dedicated people 
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of the church, local missions still continued. Approximately 600 Dignity kits 
were assembled and delivered to those in need in Juarez Mexico. Even “Santa” 
and his elves visited northern NM. 
 
 Little of this could have been accomplished without the support and 
generosity of United Church members and contributors. To say the least, 
Budget-Budget-Budget and Finance-Finance-Finance were major topics at all 
the Executive Council meetings. Not meeting in-person, and without in-
Sanctuary Services, by years end the church income was becoming greatly 
depressed. A plea for help went out and contributors responded. 
 
 I believe that 2020 may be one of the most difficult years that the United 
Church as ever faced. Yet, the church is strong, sound and adapting. It is 
serving its members and its missions with a strong faith in God, Jesus, and 
divine inspiration.  
 

It has been an honor to serve as the United Church of Los Alamos President 
for 2020. 
 

- Roger Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 
 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP as of January 1, 2020       251 
                                                               

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP (members of more than one church)        (4)                        
 
Membership Additions 
 Confession of Faith (Uniting for the first time)                                     1 
 By Baptism 0                 
 Discipleship Class 0  
 Letter of Transfer in  0   
 Reaffirmation   0  
 Non-resident/Inactive to Active status  0 
                                 Total Additions 1 

                                          
Membership Losses 
 Active to non-resident/Inactive (due to relocation, corrections) 0 
 Active to resident/Inactive (request of removal from rolls) 0 
 Letter of Transferred out   0 
 Active Member Deaths   5  
                                       Total Losses 5 
 
 TOTAL MEMBERSHIP as of December 31, 2020    247 

                                                           
                                                 New Members 
 

Ginny White   
   

 
                                                     Baptisms 
 

 None  
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SUNDAY MORNING IN-PERSON CHURCH ATTENDANCE FOR 2020 
 
Monthly 
Averages: 
 
*March 8 was last In-
Person Service 

January 115 July 0 
February 120 August 0 
March* 107 September 0 
April 0 October 0 
May 0 November 0 
June 0 December 0 

 
Average In-Person Attendance for the year of 2020 is 114 
Average In-Person Attendance for the year of 2019 was 113 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE VIDEO VIEWERSHIP FOR 2020 
 
Each number represents the number of unique IP Address views of our videos 
uploaded to our YouTube and Facebook pages, not the total number of actual 

people watching.  We launched our YouTube page on March 22nd. 
 

Monthly 
Averages: 

January 23 July 127 
February 33 August 123 
March 100 September 139 
April 212 October 129 
May 144 November 140 
June 134 December 164 

 
Average of Weekly Viewers for March through December 2020 is 141.  
 
 
The Live Stream of the Worship Service on YouTube viewership numbers are 

not tracked, but estimated to be approximately 60 Unique Viewers per Worship.  
These numbers are included in the “Total Views” of our YouTube videos. 
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In Memory Of 
Remembering our family and friends lost in 2020 

 
 

Dorothy (Nan) Fife  January 20, 2020 
Tim Johnson   April 28, 2020 
Allen Brown   July 20, 2020 
Linda Breshears   October 13, 2020 
Sig Gerstl    October 17, 2020 
Thurman Talley   November 28, 2020 
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CHURCH STAFF DIRECTORY – 2020 
 

Senior Pastor                         Rev. David Elton 
Pastor for Youth Ministries   Rev. Keith Lewis 
Director of Christian Education  Rev. Kara Windler 
Director of Music Ministries  Suzanne Johnson  
Bookkeeper/Treasurer  Ann Cooke 
Custodian                                                                     Cesar Ojeda 
Office Administrator  Tjett Gerdom 
Nursery Coordinator  Julie Walker 

 
BOARD & COMMITTEE MEMBERS – 2020 

*(Co-)Chairperson 
(Y) – Youth Member 

 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
President of the Church Council                          Roger Smith    
Vice President of the Church Council                                               Pamela Massey 
Past President of the Church Council  Nina Thayer  
Member at Large of the Church Council  Jane Phillips 
Member at Large of the Church Council  Cookie Halsted 
Secretary of the Church Council  Janet Hall  
  
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD 
Anthony Puckett* 
Marilyn Doolen 
Carol Brown 
Randy Erickson 
Katherine Elton (Y) 
Maddie Ovaska (Y)  
 
BOARD OF ELDERS 
Brad Cooke* 
Milan Gadd 
Irene Powell 
Larry Brown 
Kathy Bjorklund   
Ann Cooke                                
                               
FINANCE BOARD 
Oscar Sander* 
Pamela Massey 
Nancy Lemons 
John Puckett 
John Fitzpatrick 
Adda Moldt 
Ann Cooke 

MEMBERSHIP & EVANGELISM 
BOARD 
Georgia Strickfaden* 
Lori Elton* 
Jan Taylor 
Pam Meyer 
Betsy Grindstaff 
Beth Dermer 
Jim Cobble 
 
MISSION & SERVICE BOARD 
Chuck Tallman* 
Jeff Schroeder 
Ashley Reader 
Chris Worley 
Gloria Gilmore-House 
Doris Ford 
Kim Taylor 
 
PERSONNEL BOARD 
John Puckett* 
Don Tolmie* 
Chris Sierk 
Jim Hall 
Vicki Cobble 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Brad Meyer 
Norma Puckett 
David Powell 
John Bliss 
Jim Goforth 
Clark de Nevers 
Mark Strong 
Fred Thomas 
                                                       
FLOWER COMMITTEE 
Irene Powell 
Ann Cooke 
 
LIFT COMMITTEE 
Norma Puckett 
Adda Moldt 
Cookie Halsted 
 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Anthony Puckett* 
Cookie Halsted 
Nina Thayer 
Georgia Strickfaden 
Lisa Reader 
John FitzPatrick 
 
ENDOWMENT & MEMORIALS 
COMMITTEE 
John Puckett* 
Paul Mutschlecner 
Mary Venable 
Terry FitzPatrick 
Jerry Grindstaff 
 
 
 
 

OTHER COMMITTEES AND GROUPS 
Fellowship                                 Pam Meyer & Laura Erickson  
Historical     Charmian Schaller 
Public Relations                                     Bernadette Laurtizen                                             
Ushering and Welcoming       Don Tolmie 
Columbarium   (Trustees) 
Librarians   Jerry and Betsy Grindstaff 
A/V Booth                                     Milan Gadd 
Umbrella   Irene Powell 
W.C.S.S.   Jean Picard 
Thrift Shop   Corine Christman 
IT   Beth Dermer & Jack Carter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 
 

The United Church of Los Alamos                                                                                                                                   

Annual Meeting of the Congregation                                                                                                                                   

26 January 2020                                                                                                                                                                        

The Annual Meeting was called to order at 11:00am by Nina Thayer, President.  

Sign-in sheets were distributed.  The 2019 Annual Report was used as the agenda.  

It was assumed that members had read the report prior to this meeting, so only 

additions or corrections will be noted in these minutes. 

Senior Pastor (David Elton):  David offered an opening prayer. 

Pastor for Youth & Congregational Ministry (Keith Lewis):  The report stands as 

written. 

Director of Christian Education (Kari Windler):  Kari thanked Nancy Bliss for 

her Sunday morning program for elementary age children.  An assistant and 

substitutes are needed for this program. Because of increasing numbers, a 

second class may be needed. 

Church Membership Report:  Membership has increased from 250 to 251 

members.  An additional increase is anticipated in 2020. 

Church Directory 2019 (Adda Moldt):  Correction – Jean Picard is WCSS chair, 

not Susan Larocque.   

Minutes of Congregation Meeting (February 3, 2019):  The minutes of the last 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation were approved by the Church Council at 

their February 2019 meeting. 

BOARD REPORTS 

Christian Education (Randy Erickson):  Thanks was given to Jody and Lori Rigg 

for their commitment in the nursery.  Thanks was given to the pastors for their 

support of Sunday School classes and for Christian Education in general.  

Elders (Irene Powell):  Brad Cooke is doing a great job as chair of the Board of 

Elders, also Ann Cooke as a Board Member. 

Finance (Nancy Lemons):   A shortfall of approximately $90,000 was projected 

for 2019.  The actual shortfall was $52,408.  There is a significant increase in 

the Music Board budget; the choir needs someone new to accompany them.  

For the Trustees more money is being budgeted for an increase in the cost of 

utilities.  There is a Personnel increase of $4000.  The total increase for the 

proposed budget is $11,171, less than 2% of the proposed budget.  On the 

income side:   money pledged has decreased; non pledge money has increased.   
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That is an increase of $28,800, i.e., a 5% increase.  A shortfall of $72,895 is 

anticipated.  It was moved on behalf of the Finance Board (Nancy Lemons), 

seconded (Laura Erickson), and passed unanimously that the congregation 

approve the 2020 budget as published in the Annual Report. 

Membership & Evangelism (M&E) (Jim Cobble):  The summer Laboratory 

Intern volleyball – supper program was very, very successful.  More than 500 

meals were served.  At least $200/week was donated by the volunteer cooks to 

cover the cost of food. 

Mission & Service (M&S) (Chuck Tallman):   The founders of Waterlines have 

phased out this mission giving the board an open budgeted slot; the board is 

open to suggestions for a worthy mission to replace Waterlines.  

Correspondents are needed to liaison with recipient missions.  The score noted 

after each mission is the result of the board’s tri-annual four-part evaluation of 

that mission; an algorithm is then used to allocate the mission money.  It is 

commendable that 31% of the church budget goes for mission.  

Personnel (John Puckett):  Julie Walker has been hired as the new nursery 

coordinator, assisted by her husband Aaron.  We have a good church staff. 

Trustees (David Powell):  Brad Meyer is the new board chair.  The board works 

to maintain and improve church property; Friends of the Trustees are always 

welcome to work with them.  Work parties are generally the second Saturday of 

the month, 8:00am – noon.   

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Endowment & Memorial Fund (John Puckett):  There is $27,000 in the fund; 

the congregation is very generous.  The Memorial Fund is used for capital 

improvements.  The giver can designate where the money is to be spent.  By 

law only money earned off investments can be spent from the Endowment 

Fund.  As of January 1, 2020, there was over $700,000 in this fund; about 

$40,000 can be spent this year.   

Fellowship (Laura Erickson):  The report stands as written. 

Historical (Charmian Schaller):  The report stands as written. 

Nominating (Eric Bjorklund):  On our church Boards and Committees we have 

gone from 59 to 60 participating members.  It was moved, seconded (Eric 

Bjorklund, Nancy Lemons) and passed unanimously to accept Pamela Massey 

as President-Elect for 2020.   The updated 2020 Nominating Committee Report 

includes the following additions:  Christian Education (Carol Brown, Randy 
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Erickson), Elders (Larry Brown), Mission & Service (Jeff Schroeder) and 

WCSS representatives on M&S (Jean Picard & Nancy Nunnelley), Trustees 

(Clark DeNevers), Nominating (Lisa Reader).  There are six positions still to be 

filled:  Member-at-Large (1), Christian Education (1), Elders (1), Mission & 

Service (2), Nominating Committee (1).  Volunteers are welcome. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Building Committee (David Elton, Georgia Strickfaden):  The report of the 

Building Committee will be accepted at our next meeting and a decision will be 

made on how to appropriately recognize this committee.  Phases I & II have 

already been dedicated.  Now the total project (including Phase III) will be 

dedicated.  

Mexico Mission (Laura Erickson):  As last year, there will be a Donors Dinner 

rather than an auction.  Over $20,000 was realized last year.  Dinner will be 

Saturday, March 7th, with food donated by local restaurants.  There will also be 

a small auction.  All money will go to support the Mexico Mission trip. 

WCSS (Jean Picard):  The Mission Budget for 2020 will be $71,403.87.   This 

will support 28 different missions in Northern New Mexico.  WCSS is open for 

suggestions for worthy mission recipients.  The closing of the thrift shop in 

White Rock has meant a lot more donations and a lot more work for our thrift 

shop.  Help is needed with this additional work.  Replacements need to be 

found for two of the weekly coordinators who have retired. 

LIFT (Adda Moldt):    There were fewer Memorial services than last year.  

Cookie Halsted will replace Terry FitzPatrick on the LIFT committee. 

Nina Thayer, outgoing President, noted several perks of being President:  a 

closer relationship and friendship with Pastor David and the other pastors and 

being able to see the Silent Saints in the congregation, e.g., those picking up 

apricots, watering plants, shoveling snow, baking cookies, cookies, and more 

cookies, and those attending Board meetings.  She highlighted the Total 

Mission Giving of all the various efforts of the United Church as more than 

$219,000 (including the Mission & Service Board, WCSS, Thrift Shop, 

Alternative Giving, Mexico Mission, Monday Night at the Pit, special offerings, 

etc.) which is more than 31% of our entire church budget.   

Nina introduced the new President of the Church Council, Roger Smith.  Roger 

responded with a thank you to Nina for her year of service and to Pamela for 

her upcoming service as President Elect.  He then briefly answered the 

question, Who Am I?  He came to the church as a young single man, met and 
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married Betty Nance and raised his children in the United Church.  He and 

Betty were Junior High and Senior High youth group advisors when David 

Hammar was youth pastor.  He was an Elder and was on the Finance Board plus 

chair.  He was President Elect and is now President of the Church Council.  In 

the coming year he plans to focus on implementing OFIT (Our Future is Today:  

the report from the September Executive Board Retreat). 

Adjournment:  There being no additional business, it was moved and seconded 

(Bob Weeks, Nina Thayer) that this meeting be adjourned.  Meeting adjourned 

at 11:55am. A Souper Lunch was enjoyed by all!  Money donated (about $800) 

will be sent to LA Cares Food Bank. 

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                                                           

Janet Hall, Executive Council Secretary   

 

Members Present:  Christina Sierk, Terry FitzPatrick, Ruth Williamson, Oscar 
Sander, Joann Brown, John FitzPatrick, Don Tolmie, Sandra Tolmie, LeAnn 
Purtzer, Tony Cecil,  Leslie Puckett, Carol Brown, Milan Gold, Larry Brown, 
Kathy Bjorklund, Randy Erickson, Eric Bjorklund, Gary Doolen, Marilyn 
Doolen, Vicki Cobble, Jim Cobble, Laura Erickson, John Puckett,  Philip 
Seeger, Barbara Seeger, Jim Goforth, Linda Goforth, Ronald Christman, Nancy 
Nunnelley, Corine Christman,  Georgia Strickfaden, Nancy Lemons, Jean 
Merson, Adda Moldt, Ann Cooke, Eric Schmierer, Sheriden Smith,  Betty 
Smith, Roger Smith, Heath Watkins, Bob Weeks, John Bliss, Nancy Bliss, Gary 
Thayer, Nina Thayer, Janet Hall, Alison Watkins, Chris Worley, Lori Elton,  
Susan Larocque, David Powell, Irene Powell, Gloria Gilmore-House,  Chuck 
Klein, Norma Puckett, Carole Watanabe, Emily Engel, Lars Engel, Pamela 
Massey, Mary Venable, Myrna Strong, Ron Strong, Janet Tallman, Chuck 
Tallman, Paul Mutschlecner, Alice Mutschlecner (66). 
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BOARD REPORTS 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD 
 

As with all things, the United Church Christian Education program had to 
evolve and adjust to address social distancing because of COVID-19. 
Unfortunately, several of the typical CE activities had to be canceled, but there 
were also some new activities.   

 
After the stay-at-home restrictions started in March, the adult Sunday 

school classes (two classes: study of 1 Samuel; Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings) 
were able to eventually transition to a Zoom based format. The youth and 
children’s Sunday school classes were not able to resume in the Spring, but 
some resources were provided to parents for at-home study. In the Fall, all 
classes were taught and conducted via Zoom with the children’s class from 
10:45 to 11:15 and the other classes from 11:15 to 12:15. There were two adult 
classes; one was a continuation of the class on 1 Samuel, and the other class 
was a discussion of the book The Divine Dance by Richard Rohr. During 
Advent, there was one adult class with specific discussions each Sunday.  
Vacation bible school was again held during the Sundays in August; however, 
this year it was done remotely by way of Zoom. The theme was “Rocky 
Railway...Jesus Helps Us Power Through.”   
 

All Church Camp was canceled for 2020. The deposit was given to Ghost 
Ranch as a donation to help the Ranch through this period of uncertainty.  
To help Sonlight Christian Camp weather the ongoing crisis and continue to 
provide an outstanding Christian camp in the future, a fundraiser was held in 
October. People were able to buy Sonlight cookies and provide a donation if 
desired. Ultimately, 123 dozen cookies were purchased, and an additional 
$18,810 were donated to the Sonlight COVID Relief Fund.  
 

Also in October, a Fall Festival was held in the church parking lot with 
socially distanced games and prizes for kids and families.  

 
Finally, for the Advent season, Advent sacks with an advent calendar, a 

paper advent wreath, and other activities were delivered to every member and 
regular attender in the congregation.  
 
Anthony Puckett 
CE Board Chair 
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BOARD OF ELDERS 
 

According to the United Church of Los Alamos constitution and bylaws, 
“The Elders shall assist the pastors in caring for the spiritual interest of the 
church.”  In 2020 the Board of Elders care for the spiritual interests of the 
church during this year of Covid-19 were as follows: 
 

The church enjoyed ‘normal’ operations for the first three months of 
2020, and was anticipating Easter preparations with a further anticipated change 
in Altar Flower leadership.  Lori Rigg had served, almost single handedly on 
the Altar Flower Committee for several years.  Her service and leadership were 
almost irreplaceable and so very appreciated, but was due to end after Easter, 
when the closures due to Covid-19 ensued.  In-person services were cancelled, 
the early service discontinued, and YouTube services were now instigated.    

 
The sign-up board for Altar Flower Donations, Coffee Hosts, Liturgists, 

and Greeters was no longer relevant.  Pastors took over the Liturgists duties at 
Sunday Service.   With Lori Rigg stepping down from Flowers, and with 
volunteers’ presence now discourage, Easter decorating plans and future Altar 
arrangement had to be modified.  It was noted in the Elders Manual, that the 
Elders are responsible for the Altar flowers and church decorating. There can be 
a flower committee who can work with an active Elder working with this 
ministry.  The congregation was encouraged to continue to donate Sunday altar 
flowers as a memorial or celebration of a person or an event.  This year they 
were asked to call Elder, Irene Powell who headed up the flower committee 
consisting of Ann Cooke, Nancy Nunnelley and Mary Kay Schroeder.   

 
Businesses around the community were also economically hard hit by 

forced closures, and discussions between Irene Powell and Ann Cooke 
determined that the Elder’s would initially encourage the purchase of flower 
arrangements (predominately but not necessarily exclusively) from local florists 
who were in a position to deliver directly to the Sanctuary. Many members of 
the congregation donated flowers this year and we thank them for their help to 
keep beautiful flowers and arrangements on the altar for the entire year. 

 
Communion on the first Sunday of every month continued but as no one 

was present in the Sanctuary, the invitation was issued to an ‘at home’ 
audience, and there was no need to prepare for or serve to a congregation.  As 
Milan Gadd nearly single handedly recorded and broadcast the YouTube 
services (especially early in the year) and was present for each of these 
Communion Sundays, Milan provided the loaf of bread broken by the pastors.  
The Elders would like to thank Milan for his dedication throughout this year in 
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providing both his Video/Sound recording services and the loaf of bread for 
communion Sundays.  
 

Other special services such as Maundy Thursday, Easter, Mother’s and 
Father’s Day, Outdoor Service, Independence Day Sunday, Anniversary/All 
Saints Day Sunday, and Christmas Eve were either cancelled or modified.  
Christmas Eve services were successfully and literally staged and prerecorded 
with help of our pastors, David Elton, Keith Lewis and Kara Windler.  Special 
music was organized and provided by Suzanne Johnson, Frances Meier, Alice 
Mutschlecner & Granddaughter, Audry Krehlik, Barbara de Nevers, and Eric 
Bjorklund, with the choir members participated in the candle lighting for the 
Advent services.  We also thank the many musical artists that contributed 
throughout the year to provide music during our services! 
 

Numerous cards and notes of sympathy, encouragement and 
congratulations to members and friends of the church, both near and far, were 
sent by the good offices of Larry Luck.  Larry continues to add special thought, 
prayers and wishes to each of the cards he sends, and we know how much this 
ministry is valued by those who receive them.  “The Upper Room”, devotionals 
that in previous years, the Elders made available to the broader congregation on 
the credenza in Fellowship Hall were made available to Larry to send out in his 
cards.  Those that remain unused are passed on to the Board of Mission’s on-
going collections for the Kairos Prison Ministry. 
 

The Umbrella Ministry’s services were modified, as a meal delivered in 
person was no longer encouraged.   Further, those that resided in retirement 
homes and care facilities could no longer receive outside visitations from 
anyone (even family), and their isolation was acute.  Irene Powell with Ann 
Cooke and Kathy Bjorklund arranged for friends of those so isolated to call 
them periodically.  And there are plans to expand this outreach to others in the 
congregation that are similarly isolated at home.  We appreciate the help of the 
members of the congregation who participate with us in this service. 
 

Under Ann Cooke’s leadership, the Elders’ were involved in the process 
of expanding the Columbarium.  Nearly 20 years ago, the Columbarium was 
established and placed under the governance of the Elders.  Larry Brown 
represented the Elders and helped to update Columbarium policies with other 
church leadership, led by Pamela Massey.  Construction concentrated most of 
the disturbance behind existing structures, and the foundation for the new 
section was laid in April, the new section was erected in May, masonry detail 
finished in June, and Memorials funded the replacement of the deteriorating 
Columbarium sidewalk and repair of low entry walls in July.  On September 13, 
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2020 the Executive Council endorsed the new policies and the Columbarium 
expansion is complete. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Brad Cooke, Chair 
Kathy Bjorklund, Secretary 
Irene Powell, Executive Council Representative  
Milan Gadd, 
Larry Brown, 
Ann Cooke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



30 
 

FINANCE BOARD 
 

As the 2020 pandemic has affected many aspects of our lives; it has also 
affected the finances of the United Church.  With the church no longer open for 
in-person Sundays services, the collection plate income went to zero.  Covid 
concerns reduced the building usage with a corresponding reduction in use 
income.  Interest on the church’s accounts, always unpredictable and nearly 
nonexistent throughout the year, could not be depended upon to exceed 
expectations.   Some of the expenses related to person-to-person contacts were 
reduced, but unfortunately, the much larger overhead expenses remained, and 
new unanticipated investments in sanitation supplies and online services, such 
as Zoom, were now necessary.  In August the Finance Board examined the 
income and expenses trends, which indicated that the deficit could greatly 
exceed the budgeted deficit. 
 

The good news is that the congregation responded to ameliorate the 
above losses.  The realized 2020 pledged income exceeded expectations by 
$46.5K, and the various boards reduced their spending by $42.9K. For 2020 the 
total expenses are $571K; the total income is $564K, which resulted in a 
shortfall of only $7.1K.  The expected shortfall of $73K was reduced by 
$65.8K.     
 

To keep the congregation apprised of the church’s financial situation, the 
Finance Board and treasurer, Ann Cooke, included a monthly budget report 
emphasizing the changing trends in our finances in the Chimes.  In September 
the Board contacted members, who had pledged, and thanked them for their 
continued support in keeping the Church operations within the planned budget.  
The Board conducted its annual Stewardship Campaign, and the congregation 
responded with increases both in number of pledges and in the amount pledged 
for 2021.  
 

The Finance Board and treasurer produced a budget for 2021.  In an 
attempt to decrease the deficit in this budget, all boards except the personnel 
board, were asked to reduce their budgets by 15%, which reduce the total 
budget by 5%.   The result was a 31.5K reduction of anticipated expenses. This 
budget includes no salary increases, and is a very ‘tight’ budget especially for 
the Trustees. Unexpected major maintenance problems for the Trustees will 
either increase the budget deficit, or other sources of funding need to be found. 
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The Board wishes to thank all the members and friends of the United 
Church who have continued their support of the United Church in this truly 
difficult time.  Ann Cooke, treasurer, has been an invaluable part of the team, 
working with other boards to determine their budgets and summarizing their 
finances, producing comprehensive monthly financial reports, keeping track of 
all the Church’s assets and taking action where needed, keeping the Finance 
Board up to speed, and determining trends of income and expenses for creating 
future budgets. 
 
2020 Finance Board 
 
Oscar Sander, Chair 
Nancy Lemons, Vice Chair 
John FitzPatrick, Secretary 
John Puckett, 
Pamela Massey, 
Adda Moldt, 
Ann Cooke, Treasurer 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REVIEW 
of the United Church of Los Alamos  

for the Calendar Year 2020 

 
Finance Board members are reviewing the Monthly Budget Report on a 

rotating schedule, and examining the reconciliations and balance sheet for any 
inconsistencies or errors as the report is produced each month.   
 

During this year of isolation and closure, deposits for a good portion of 
the year, were made singularly by either the treasurer or a member of the 
finance board.  There was very little currency or coin donated. 
 

As always, if anyone is interested in examining the financial records of 
the church, please let the Finance board know, and we will make the records 
available for review.  
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MEMBERSHIP and EVANGELISM BOARD 
 

The pandemic shut-downs brought to a screeching halt all of the things 

we’re best at doing for the church: organizing and executing group gathering 

meals and fellowship for the congregation. Except for coffee fellowship after 

worship services January through the middle of March, for this very strange 

year, there was no Easter Breakfast, no Monday Night at the Pit, no picnic after 

our June outdoor worship, no congregational Sunday Thanksgiving Feast the 

Sunday. 

 

The M&E Board also has seen to it that banners announcing “Worship 

Services online, stream live 9:30 Sunday, unitedchurchla.org” were in place. 

 

Under the auspices of M&E and condoned by the Executive Council, as a 

community and tourism outreach, an exhibit about our historic WW II chapel 

(our Sanctuary) was mounted on the blank wall across from the new restrooms. 

This is a precursor to our effort to get the church listed as a Manhattan Project 

era building—one of the few left in Los Alamos from that era and an 

enhancement for the new Manhattan Project National Historical Park. 

 

We look forward to again hosting fellowship and outreach events 

sponsored by the United Church in a post-pandemic setting. 

 

Submitted by 

 

Georgia Strickfaden & Lori Elton, co-chairs  
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MISSION and SERVICE BOARD 
 

 Despite the challenges of the COVID-19 the Mission & Service (M&S) 
Board had a very productive year. Many thanks to the M&S Board members, 
Friends of the Board, our mission correspondents, and to the congregation for 
their support of the church budget and for its generous gifts to designated 
offerings. 
 
The Board and congregation supported several service projects: 

 Prison ministry- onsite seminars, Bibles religious books, calendars, 
greeting cards, note-cards. 

 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) through Church World Service 
(CWS) 

 Camp Loma Verde- Spring clean-up 

 Kairos Prison Ministry – monetary gift for supplies, food, and 
scholarships. 

 Land of the Living/ South Africa (LOL) – money for support of Christian 
community development. 

 Lyn Westman’s books for mental health –monetary gift for publication 
and distribution. 

 Navajo Ministries (Farmington, NM) – adult & children winter coats, 
snow pants, and gloves. 

 Truchas Preschool – Christmas party with presents of hats, mittens, toys 
and books. 

 Truchas Senior Center – Christmas gifts of calendars, hats, mittens and 
gloves. 

 
 Mission representatives were not able to visit our church this year to 
share their work with us, however we were able to have a Zoom meeting with 
Scott Worley (Chris Worley’s brother) who was in South Africa. We will try to 
use this technology more next year, in contacting our other mission partners.  
 
 Special offerings provided opportunities for the congregation to respond 
to unexpected needs as they arose. An explosion in the Beirut Port caused 
extensive damage to the offices of Near East School of Theology (NEST) one 
of our mission partners.  We sent donations to help with their recovery. 
 
 Special Christmas Eve offering went to support LA Cares. 
 
 
 
 



42 
 

 
 Alternative Giving opportunities were available in December for; 
 
  Mission Possible –Baby Box Project 
         Potters for Peace – Water purifying filter for the home 
         World vision – a gift of an animal to provide a source of income and  
                                  food 
         Reece’s Rainbow – Adoption service to give children with  
                                         disabilities the gift of families 
 
 Last year the Alternate giving was $7,866.00 which was amazing. This 
year due to the COVID-19 church lock down we do not anticipate as much.   
 
 In the Chimes the Board continued to focus on one of our missions with 
whom we partner. Our ministers now make a moment for missions every 
Sunday. 
 
 Further information on M&S Board ministries was often posted on the 
Fellowship Hall video screen. 
 
 A bulletin board showing our supported mission and a list of mission 
recipients and correspondents and updated correspondence is provided on the 
wall near the Rose street entrance to the CE building. 
 
 We receive lots of mail from our recipients, with much information on 
their projects.  Our mission correspondents keep in touch and keep the Board up 
to date. We get many thank you letters and information on the wonderful work 
being done by our mission partners.  
 
 We schedule an evaluation of each mission every 3 years and this year 
we evaluated: Kenya Kibwez-Burke Partnership, Wycliff Bible Translators, 
Land of the Living, The Congo, Mercy ships, The Ranches, and Church World 
Service. These all are doing well. 
 

A $3000 grant from the Missions and Service Board supported the 
purchase of supplies for 600 adult hygiene kits, called Dignity Kits.  The kits 
contain a dozen hygiene products including soap, hand towel, toothbrush, 
toothpaste, comb, lip balm, deodorant, disposable face mask, shampoo, lotion 
and shaver.  These were assembled, and taken to First Presbyterian Church, 
Placitas, NM, where the Dignity Mission is coordinated by a group of 
volunteers.  All of the donations are trucked monthly to El Paso and finally 
distributed to five shelters in Ciudad Juarez housing mostly Central American 
immigrants awaiting their US asylum hearings.  
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After completing the 600 adult kits, there were funds remaining to 

assemble 200 children’s kits.  These contained a few hygiene products and 
many small toys and a candy cane.  They were delivered to the Juarez shelters 
the last two weeks of December.  Toys were supplied by the Thrift Shop and 
many individuals. 
 

The Memorials and Endowment Committee met in December and 
granted up to $5000 to continue this mission in 2021.  As soon as it is safe, we 
will welcome all members to help in the continuation of this wonderful project.  
We thank everyone who helped assemble the kits on Chris Sierk’s lovely deck 
using strict covid-19 precautions. 
 
M&S Board Members: 
 
Chuck Tallman (Chair), Jeff Schroeder, Ashley Reader, Chris Worley, Gloria 
Gilmore-House, Doris Ford, and Kim Taylor.  
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PERSONNEL BOARD 
 

The United Church is blessed with a full staff, dedicated to the ministry of the 

church.  The Personnel Board leads the annual staff evaluation process, recommends 

salary actions, and works closely with David Elton, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff, to 

facilitate any issues and opportunities that arise. 

 

Well, that said, there were lots of issues and opportunities for the board to 

consider in 2020.  January and February started normally and then the Corona Virus, 

or COVID-19, hit the whole country.  The church closed, services were broadcast live 

on YouTube and all meetings went to Zoom.  David and the staff worked through all 

the logistics of going remote and figuring out how to operate with COVID-19 while 

maintaining an “operational” church.  They did an excellent job of learning as you go, 

adjusting approaches and kept all operations going under the circumstances.  All 

church employees were paid, most worked from home and the staff met regularly via 

Zoom.   

 

The board met seven times during the year.  The February meeting was in 

person and all other meetings were via Zoom.  The normal annual review process had 

to be modified and the board decided under the circumstances we would have a 

discussion meeting with each staff member at the picnic tables, with masks, with one 

member of the Personnel Board and David.  These were completed during the summer 

and resulted in some very meaningful conversations.  

 

In 2020 some changes were made to the Personnel Regulations with respect to 

holidays and vacation.  Previously the regulations referenced the church holidays as 

those taken by the Los Alamos National Laboratory.  With the change in contractors at 

the Laboratory and changes in their holidays, the church chose instead to specify the 

holidays we take.  We also clarified the specifics of carrying over vacation days from 

year to year. 

 

As reported in the 2018 and 2019 annual reports, David Elton had initiated and 

was planning a sabbatical in 2020, which is a standing policy in the church's Personnel 

Regulations.  The COVID-19 pandemic quickly necessitated a postponement of a 

sabbatical; however, David and the Personnel Board will continue to address the 

sabbatical option at a future date.  Such a sabbatical will be important for David's 

personal faith and will provide renewal for David's continuing ministry to our church. 

 

As always, the Personnel Board is available to discuss ideas and concerns 

related to the life of the church that involve the pastors and staff.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

John Puckett and Don Tolmie, Co-Chairs, Chris Sierk, Jim Hall, & Vicki Cobble 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Projects completed with oversight by the trustees in 2020 include: 
 

1. The parking lots were sealed - total $16,981   
2. Sanctuary Boiler Work - $7,845 
3. Worn sidewalks patched 
4. Various cameras and Ring service system installed for monitoring 
5. Phone System Switch box - problems diagnosed and repaired 
6. New Computers for Pastors (Kara & David) purchased 
7. New microphones, cameras, software for Zoom meeting options 
8. Cleaning/disinfectant supplies were purchased this year -$5,765 ($3,800 

budgeted) 
9. 'Safety' barriers built for thrift shop 
10. Columbarium Expansion - $68,511 (funded from Memorials) 

- Architectural Design 
- County Permits 
- Eickhoff Cabinets 
- Foundation 
- Masonry 
- Sidewalk Replacement and low wall repair 

11. Landscaping 
- Thrift Store Front (w/water management) 
- Rose Street (trees in median, rock work, irrigation system extension) 
- CE/Heated Step area (rock work, w/water management, plantings) 
- Canyon Road - Montessori Entrance 
- Columbarium Garden 
- Irrigation Repair for Columbarium and Manse  
- Girl Scout nature walk at Point (Jillian Puckett and friends) 
- Russian Olive and Siberian Elm removal  

12. Ongoing care of landscaping 
- Cesar Ojeda (lawns)  
- Norma & John Puckett (lawns and gopher management) 
- Georgia Strickfaden (Rose St.) 
- Mary Venable (around Sanctuary area) 
- Irene Powell (Rose St. Plaza area) 
- Nancy Nunnelley (Long raised bed, lower level below playground). 

13. Our “normal” activities include pruning, sweeping leaves/pine needles, 
removing snow from sidewalks (now expanded with our new entrance 
plaza), and building maintenance (elevator, boilers, fire sprinkler 
systems, utilities, insurance).   
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The Trustees generally hold a monthly Work Party.  These are usually on the 

Saturday morning of the Board Meeting weekend (usually the 2nd Sunday of the 
month).  We start at 8:30 AM with coffee.  All members and friends of United 
Church are welcome to join us! 
 

We have established an email list of “Friends of the Trustees.”  We will 
email occasionally if there is a large job to do.  We welcome new “Friends.”  
Please let us know your email address.  In the winter, we may be contacting you 
to help with snow removal on the sidewalks.  We contract with Cesar Ojeda to 
plow our parking lots.  That leaves all the sidewalks around campus for 
Trustees and other volunteers.  On a snowy morning, after you have shoveled 
your own driveways, please consider stopping by the church to see if help is 
needed.  We have a power sweeper and 2 snow throwers, along with shovels. 
 

The board thanks members of the Trustees and Friends of the Trustees for all 
their work and dedication to keeping our church campus beautiful and safe. 
  
 
Board of Trustees 
Brad Meyer, chair 
Norma Puckett, vice chair 
David Powell, secretary 
John Bliss 
Jim Goforth 
Clark de Nevers 
Mark Strong 
Fred Thomas 
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND and MEMORIALS 
 

Endowment and Memorial contributions to the church are generally bequeaths 
or gifts in memory of someone but can also be just a gift to either fund.  
However, the two funds are treated differently.  Endowment gifts become part 
of a corpus from which only the earnings can be spent.  Memorial gifts can be 
spent in total. 
 

The Endowment Fund: 
All endowment funds are invested in the New Covenant Balanced Growth Fund 
Corpus Value on January 1, 2020 
 

$535,680.00 

Receipts during the year: 
 

     none 
 

Corpus Value on December 31, 2020 
 

$535,680.00 

Market Value on January 1, 2020 
 

$863,532.74 

Expenditures during 2020: 
 Loan to Columbarium Fund 
 (As niches are sold all or part will be returned  
            to the Endowment Fund)  
 

 
$ 20,000.00 
 

 
Market Value on December 31, 2020  
 

 
$974,240.30 

 
The Church Policy on the use of Endowment Funds specifies that the maximum 
amount that can be spent in any given year is 5% the average of the market 
value at the close of the four quarters of the previous year.  However, we can 
never spend below the corpus value.  Based on the average market value of the 
Endowment Fund for the four quarters of 2020 and the 5% rule, we have the 
option to use about $43,000 in 2021. 
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Memorials 
Memorial gifts are often designated, e.g., missions, capital improvements or 
music; however, with no designation, the funds remain in the Memorials 
General Fund. 
 
Within the memorials there are two identified “pots” of money. 
 The General Memorial Fund, which is kept as cash in the church’s bank 
accounts. 
 The Pritchard Memorial Fund is invested with New Covenant Balanced 
Growth Fund.  While it is called a memorial fund, it is treated like an 
endowment per the Pritchard family and the primary focus is on nursery, 
children and youth activities.  When we want to use some of the Pritchard 
funds, we redeem the amount needed and transfer those funds to the General 
Memorial.  No money from the Pritchard Fund were used in 2020.  On 
December 31, 2020, the Pritchard Memorial Fund in New Covenant has a 
market value of $31,685.14.   
 

The Memorial Committee received donations in 2020 in memory of the  

following individuals:      

 Jan Sander Sig Gerstl     

 Nan Fife Thurman Talley     

 Linda Breshears      

       

The Committee also received donations in 2020 in honor of     

church members:      

 Jim & Vicki Cobble      

       

The Financial Report for all Memorial activities is as follows:    

 Balance January 1, 2020     $  27,661.00  

Income:       

 General Memorial & honor donations received in 2020    $    6,270.86  

       

Transfers and Expenses:      

 Transfer to Organ/Music Fund  $         130.00     

 Transfer to Columbarium Fund  $         300.00     

 Columbarium Sidewalk   $      5,484.66     

       

Total Transfers and Expenses     $    5,914.66  

Balance December 31, 2020     $  28,017.20  
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
John Puckett, Paul Mutschlecner, Mary Venable, Terry FitzPatrick, Jerry 
Grindstaff 
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FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
There is no Fellowship Committee report for 2020, due to lack of activity. 
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HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 
 

‘Something Was Brewing....’  
 

On Thursday, March 12, 2020, members of the United Church of Los Alamos 
were deeply involved in the annual ecumenical Lenten Series—a series that usually 
involves joint religious services, classes, and meals arranged by several Protestant 
denominations. 
 

David Elton, pastor of the United Church, was scheduled to be worship leader 
for the evening service in the sanctuary at Trinity-on-the-Hill Episcopal Church 
(TOTH) that day, and the United Church Choir planned to sing “You Are Mine.” 
 

Deb Worley, a former United Church youth minister who was now a minister 
at White Rock Presbyterian Church, was to preach the sermon. 
 

However, as United Church members began to arrive at TOTH, they were 
nervously talking among themselves about newscasts discussing a physical threat to 
the entire country: “the coronavirus.”  
 

United Church Music Director Suzanne Johnson (interviewed by telephone on 
Jan. 10, 2021) remembers that night vividly. She had some 25 singers there. It was 
“so special that we were all there together,” she said, but nevertheless, she had an odd 
feeling that “something was brewing that would really change our lives.” 
 

People in the crowd were talking about a choir in Seattle that had gone on with 
its usual rehearsal and performance schedule despite the new virus. News reports said 
that every member of the choir got sick, and several died. 
 

Johnson recalled, “We were hearing all sorts of rumors about the schools 
closing.”  
 

Nevertheless, those organizing the service at TOTH agreed to go on as 
planned—but instead of standing close together to strive for the best possible vocal 
“blend,” the United Church Choir members and the director agreed to stand well apart 
on the TOTH altar when they sang. It was, perhaps, the first use of “social distancing” 
by a Los Alamos church. 
 

The crowd in the church was large and attentive, and the music went well. The 
people from the United Church—as well as those from the other churches—went 
home happy. 

But it was the choir’s last time together for a very long time.... 
 

#### 
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Elton, (interviewed by telephone on Jan. 11, 2021), remembers that a few days 
later, on Saturday, March 14, 2020, he talked with President of the Congregation 
Roger Smith and with Associate Pastor for Youth Ministries Keith Lewis and Director 
of Christian Education Kara Windler, and “decided to go ahead and cancel the in-
person service March 15.” 
 

The era of “virtual services” had begun. Church members found themselves 
participating in church activities by sitting in front of their computers and watching. 
 

And, Elton said, “We had to evolve technologically.” He recalled, for example, 
that, “As we moved closer to Easter, Milan Gadd and Tjett Gerdom began coming up 
with ways to have slides” on-screen with the words to hymns, etc. “Quality improved 
through April,” he commented. 
 

He said, “There have been 39 Sunday worship services” now (through Jan. 11, 
2021), including Sunday services, the Maundy Thursday service, the Pre-Election 
Vespers Service, and a Service of Comfort and Hope. 
 

From the very beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, he said, the major goal 
was to keep everyone safe. The church sought to continue its work while assuring that 
“not one person from our own campus would come down with COVID(-19).”  And as 
of Jan. 11, 2021, the staff and members of the church had achieved this goal. 
 

However, he said, the number of activities that had to be canceled as the 
months went by were “too many to list.” Office hours at the church became very 
limited; Vacation Bible School in August was held “virtually”; and graduating seniors 
were honored with a drive-through in the church parking lot.  
 

“The Christian Education Board and Pastors Keith Lewis and Kara Windler 
worked hard to provide multiple sources of education for people of all ages, beginning 
in September,” Elton said. “That has gone very well,” he added, noting that 
participation has been good. Eventually, he said, “Most classes were consolidated to 
Sunday.” 
 

And as long as the weather was warm, he said, boards, Lunch Bunch 
participants, and a few other groups were able to meet outside, while wearing masks 
and maintaining “social distancing.” Winter cold arrived in November, however, 
putting an end to that stratagem. 
 

And there was another, potentially very serious problem: Donations were 
down. 
 

 “Not meeting in-person, obviously, put us in an increasing-deficit situation,” 
Elton said. “The Finance Board and the Executive Council were having long 
conversations about what to do. (Then) we communicated with the congregation 
through Chimes (the church newsletter), and with a report from Ann Cooke, the 
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treasurer, and the congregation responded overwhelmingly! People fulfilled their 
pledges and then some.” Some people also gave special financial gifts. As a result of 
“the congregation’s faithfulness and generosity,” he said, the church managed to keep 
the deficit to a reasonable size while continuing its ministries and mission. Elton made 
it clear that church leaders are very appreciative. 
 

He commented that, “The Executive Council has not skipped a beat” in leading 
the congregation and holding monthly meetings (on Zoom). 
 

However, as Advent approached, church leaders wanted to do more. Season 
activities began with the delivery of advent kits. Each kit contained a calendar, 
candles, devotion books, and activity items for children. 
 

And, he said, “The church staff and Sound Room were determined to provide 
worship services with more involvement by members through Advent into Christmas 
Eve. It was a lot of work by all, but it went very well....” 
 

#### 
 

Johnson had been planning and preparing instrumental music ever since that 
faithful night of March 12, 2020. She and Yelena Mealy, Alice Mutschlecner, Frances 
Meier, and Dan Rusthoi had all played piano and/or organ. (Knowing that the 
thoughts of long-time choir accompanist Sarah Kelly, now in an assisted living 
facility in Albuquerque, would be with them. Kelly donated her piano to the church 
for use in Graves Hall when she left this year.) 
 

Choir singing had been forbidden because standing close together and 
breathing out droplets of saliva spread the virus. However, Johnson said, “I wanted to 
involve choir members in some way,” so she started recruiting couples interested in 
singing verses from “A Candle Is Lit” (No. 128 in the church hymnal.)  
 

On the first service of Advent, Loree Lynch did a reading on “Hope”; she and 
Phil Seeger sang the first verse to the hymn; and he lit the first candle. 
 

On the second Sunday, Charmian Schaller presented a reading on “Peace”; she 
and her husband, Stuart, sang the second verse; and he lit the second candle. 
 

On the third Sunday, Chuck Tallman read, sang, and lit the third candle for 
“Joy.” 
 

On the fourth Sunday, Marilyn Doolen read; she and her husband, Gary, sang; 
and he lit a candle for “Love.” 
 

On the fifth Sunday, Eric Bjorklund and Barbara DeNevers read, sang, and 
lighted the “Christ Candle,” and then presented a vocal and guitar arrangement of the 
modern hymn “Mary, Did You Know?” At that same service, Alice Mutschlecner 
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played the piano and her granddaughter Audrey played cello as they presented a 
medley of carols. 
 

Johnson played a piano arrangement of “Mary, Did You Know?” during the 
Jan. 10 service to close out the Christmas season. 
 

Many of these presentations required recording in advance, and this work was 
handled by Milan Gadd. Gadd, John Puckett, and Tjett Gerdom were involved in all 
of the recording that made possible the complex services during the pandemic. 
 

As the church neared the end of 2020, Johnson and other staff members were 
still looking ahead. Johnson said, “I am hoping to come up with something special 
during the Lenten season.” 
 

Elton was asked how it feels to deliver a sermon in an empty church. (His 
sermons are recorded as part of the service, which is then made available on-line.) He 
said, “Unfortunately, it has become natural.” At first, he said, with a chuckle, he was 
surprisingly nervous—more than if the room had been full. However, he added, 
“We’ve all learned a few things.” 
 

“As we enter 2021,” Elton said, “we are determined to provide even higher 
quality worship services with more participation (while still following safety 
guidelines) through the Easter season. Then we’ll see where we are....” 
 

He is “hopeful,” he said, that church members can be back together in the 
church before 2021 ends; but for now he is just “looking forward to warmer weather.” 
 
Submitted by Charmian O. Schaller 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
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OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMITTEES 
 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 

 
There is no Building Committee report for 2020, due to lack of activity. 

 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

There is no Public Relations Committee report for 2020, due to lack of 
activity. 
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MEXICO MISSION 

 
When last we saw our intrepid Mexico Campers, they were packing tools 

and gear to head off and build houses in Mexico. 
 
The donations had been sent to Amor Ministries, and the building 

materials had been purchased and delivered to three families in Puerto Peñasco. 
 
THEN – the border was closed!  The houses would have to be built by 

Amor staff and other workers in Puerto Peñasco. Work permits were obtained 
this fall and all three families now have their new homes! 

 
Many, many thanks to everyone who has supported the Mexico Mission 

since 1986.  We have provided 155 houses so far! 
 

-Laura Erickson 
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WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN SERVICE SOCIETY (WCSS) 
 

The Women’s Christian Service Society of the United Church is open to 
all women members and friends of the church. 
    

What a year! The year 2020 has challenged the church in many ways.  
The challenges to WCSS were no exception.  The WCSS usually sponsors a 
Christmas Potluck, LIFT, the Thrift Shop, a Christmas Sale and Lunch Bunch.  
All were impacted by the Covid 19 pandemic. Due to social distancing 
concerns, lock downs and other government restrictions the Lunch Bunch was 
put on hold, the Christmas Potluck cancelled and a downsized Christmas sale 
held outside.  Due to restrictions funerals and memorial services were 
postponed so LIFT services were not utilized.  The Thrift Shop managed two 
successful months before having to close.  It later reopened on a limited basis 
only to shut down again.  It remains closed at the time of this report.  Despite 
these challenges the Thrift Shop committee is optimistic they will be able to 
reopen later in 2021.  They will have to resume without the guidance of Corine 
Christman who is resigning as coordinator of the Thrift Shop. Corine has 
donated countless hours to the success of the Thrift Shop and her leadership 
will be greatly missed.  She will continue to be a worker and a resource for 
future Thrift Shop endeavors.  A successor or perhaps a team to lead the Thrift 
Shop will be named at a later date. As many of you know the money earned in 
the Thrift Shop in 2020 will go into the 2021 WCSS Mission Budget.  This 
budget will be finalized in January 2021.  The decreased earnings will be 
supplemented by a donation by the church.  This was made possible by a 
generous donation to the church.  The Finance Board and Church Council 
approved this move.  As a result of the move it is hoped we can support our 
WCSS Mission giving at the same level as 2020. 

 
A special thanks to the many volunteers who have worked so hard to 

make the Thrift Shop a success in these difficult times. 
 
WCSS Officers:  Chair   Jean Picard 
   Secretary: Vicki Cobble 
   Treasurer: Adda Moldt 
 
Respectfully submitted, Jean Picard WCSS Chair 
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THRIFT SHOP 

 
During the first months we replaced some of the fixtures with upgrades 

from the C.B. Fox “Going Out of Business” sale.    
 

Lisa Reader and Georgia Strickfaden donated used horseshoes that we 
are now using to stabilize the foam heads displaying the caps and hats. 
These foam heads were constantly tipping over.  
 

We were open sixteen days out of the possible fifty and closed thirty-
three days.  The situation looked pretty glum until the church voted to share 
some of an undesignated estate gift with us. The extra $50,000.00 will allow us 
to send the expected contributions to the Northern N.M. organizations helping 
the needy.  We are all very thankful.   
 

In May we contributed $1,000.00 to the Navajo Missions and $1,000.00 
to St. Boneventure for the Navajos with the COVID -19 epidemic. Gloria 
Gilmore-House and son, Geoffrey, delivered children’s winter coats to the 
Navajos in October.  Norma Puckett helped wash the jackets from the Thrift 
Shop. 
  

Nina Thayer agreed to organize and take charge of the Thrift Shop during 
the epidemic.   A special group was formed to work on the Wednesday sale day.  
Others were assigned certain times to sort and price during the week to avoid 
too many working at one time. County and state rules were followed for 
everyone involved.  The floor was marked off for the six feet distancing. Just 
seven customers were allowed inside the shop at one time with a maximum of 
half an hour for shopping.  Brad Meyer installed on the cashier desk a large 
plexiglas shield provided by the trustees.  A hand sanitizer was installed by the 
front door. 
 

Face shields were purchased for the Wednesday workers to use along 
with the face masks.  Nancy Bolme, Carole Watanabe, and Janet Tallman 
sewed face masks and Eva Zhang donated about fifty face masks from China.  
Face masks, gloves, and hand sanitizer were available at the entrance for all 
customers, temperatures were taken of both the clerks and the customers. 
 

The December Christmas Sale took place outdoors. Tables were brought 
outdoors and it happened to be a fairly nice day for the morning sale.  The sale 
was not advertised.  It was just posted on the entrance door and announced 
during the church service so we avoided grouping and could maintain 
distancing.   
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The shop continued to be disinfected on a regular basis. 
 

Ann Cooke landscaped the entrance side of the shop terracing and 
planting bushes this past autumn and Nina planted some daffodils for next 
spring. 
 

We continue to encourage anyone to volunteer to work as much as one 
wishes. Beyond the COVID-19 time, we are organized by a different set of 
workers each week.  Some have decided to work a certain day each week 
instead of just the one week with working possibly several times in the one 
week.  We do have flexible schedules.  Right now it is the COVID-19 special 
group for the Wednesday sale day whenever we open again. 
 

Since I have been the Thrift Shop coordinator for over eight years, I am 
resigning and hope someone will take up this exciting position.  It has been a 
real ride and I have had the privilege of meeting and knowing so many 
wonderful workers.  I can truly say, I have not enjoyed any job as much as I 
have this one.  I intend to continue working and I am willing to assist anyone 
who volunteers for this great team.   Thank you. 
 
Corine Christman 
Thrift Shop coordinator 
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LIFT COMMITTEE 
 

The LIFT Committee is part of the Women’s Christian Service Society.  
LIFT provides refreshments after memorial services and funerals with the help 
of many members who bake cookies, make sandwiches, and assist with food 
preparation at the service. 
         

In 2020 the LIFT Committee served refreshments for 3 funeral/memorial 
services for the families and friends James Lawrence, Jan Sander, & Nan Fife. 
About 312 people were served refreshments last year following the services 
held in January and February.  Then the church had to suspend memorial 
services for the remainder of the year because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

The Committee would like to thank all those who have made food and 
monetary contributions, especially all of the wonderful cookies and other baked 
goods made by 16 different people several times.  Also, we thank the 15 people 
who assisted with food preparation and serving several times. Special thanks to 
Carole Watanabe who provided flower bouquets for the serving tables. 
 

The LIFT Committee does not charge for providing refreshments after 
memorial services, but some people do make donations to offset the cost of the 
food. The financial report for the year is part of the WCSS report elsewhere in 
the annual report. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
The LIFT Committee    
 Adda Moldt 
 Norma Puckett 
 Cookie Halsted 


