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Lesson 1, Mark 1:1-12 
 
Introduction 
 
Church tradition holds that the gospel of Mark was written by Mark, a missionary disciple who 
traveled with Paul (2 Timothy 4:11), Peter (1 Peter 5:13), and Luke (Philemon 1:24). Mark may 
be the same person referred to as John Mark in Acts 12 and 15 who went on a missionary 
journey to Turkey with Paul and his cousin Barnabas but returned to Jerusalem when they 
reached Pamphylia (southern Turkey). On Paul’s second journey, he would not take John Mark, 
so John Mark sailed for Cyprus with Barnabas where Barnabas was martyred.  John Mark 
continued his missionary journey to Turkey where Paul gave him a letter of reconciliation and 
introduction (Colossians 4:10). 
 
The gospel of Mark was written as early as 50AD to as late as 60-68AD near the time of Peter’s 
death in Rome.    Mark is a simple, succinct account of the gospel of Jesus’ life, proclaims him to 
be the Son of God, the Son of Man, and calls us to discipleship.  This study will include highlights 
from Mark and illustrate how Mark was used as the foundation for Matthew and Luke.  
 
Read Mark 1:1-8 
 
Mk 1:1 The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.   
 
Mk 1:2 It is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way” [Mal 3:1] 3 “a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for him.’ ” [Is 40:3]  
 
Mk 1:4 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins.    
Mk 1:5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing 
their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. Mk 1:6 John wore clothing made of 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.   
Mk 1:7 And this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
1. What is the first thing we learn about Jesus in Mark’s gospel. 
 
2. What is significant about Mark (verse 2) following his declaration of Jesus as the Son of God 

with quotes from Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3? 
 
3. How was John’s baptism different from Jesus’? See also Acts 18:24-26 and 19:1-7 
 
Ac 18:24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a 
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures.  25 He had been instructed in the 
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way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he 
knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla 
and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God 
more adequately. 
 
Ac 19:1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at 
Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you believed?” They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”  
Ac 19:3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” “John’s baptism,” they replied.  
Ac 19:4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in 
the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.”    
Ac 19:5 On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.   
Ac 19:6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in 
tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all. 
 
4. What is the benefit of baptism in the name of Jesus? 
 
 
5. What is the significance of John’s clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt and diet of 

locusts and wild honey? See 2 Kings 1:8, Malachi 4:6, Matthew 17:10-13. 
 

2Ki 1:7 The king asked them, “What kind of man was it who came to meet you and told you this?”  
2Ki 1:8 They replied, “He was a man with a garment of hair and with a leather belt around his 
waist.” The king said, “That was Elijah the Tishbite.” 
 
Mal 4:5 “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD 
comes.  6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children 
to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.”   
 
Mt 17:10 The disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come 
first?”  
Mt 17:11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things.     
Mt 17:12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to 
him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer f  at their hands.”   
Mt 17:13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist. 
 
 
6. Why was John the Baptist so significant to Jesus’ ministry – especially in proclaiming the 

gospel to the Jewish community? 
 
 
 
7. What does the comparison of John the Baptist and the prophet Elijah teach you about the 

manner God can fulfill prophecy? See also 1 Corinthians 1:21-24. 
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1Co 1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was 
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews 
demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.   
 
 
 
Read Mark 1:9-13 and compare to Matthew 3:13-17 and John 1:29-34 
 
Mk 1:9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  
Mk 1:10 As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove.    
Mk 1:11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.”   
Mk 1:12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 13 and he was in the desert forty days, 
being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 
 
 
Mt 3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.   
Mt 3:14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?”  
Mt 3:15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then John consented.  
Mt 3:16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.   
Mt 3:17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”   
 
Jn 1:29 The next day [after Jesus’ baptism] John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A 
man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not 
know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”  
Jn 1:32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and 
remain on him.  33 I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize 
with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will 
baptize with the Holy Spirit.’    
Jn 1:34 I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”   
 
 
8. Matthew and John add some significant details to the account of Jesus’ baptism.  Why did 

Jesus need to be baptized since John was right, he needed to be baptized by Jesus who was 
without sin and did not need to repent [Jesus was without sin (I Peter 2:22)]. 
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9. Jesus’ baptism is a compelling example for baptizing adults (otherwise known as believer’s 
baptism). On what basis are infants baptized and what is the benefit of infant baptism?  
Refer to the following texts: 

 
Ephesians 1:3-4 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.4 For he chose us in him before the 
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith —and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
 
The book of Acts records 4 adults coming to faith and baptizing their entire household: 
Ac 16:15 When she [Lydia] and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her 
home. 
 
Luke 18:15-17 People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the 
disciples saw this, they rebuked them.   
Lk 18:16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 I tell you the truth, anyone 
who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 
 
 
10.  Mark makes a passing reference to Jesus temptation in the wilderness (verses 1:12-13).   
 
Mk 1:12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 13 and he was in the desert forty days, 
being tempted by Satan.  He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 
 

As time permits refer to Matthew 4:1-11 or Luke 4:1-13 for details of Jesus’ temptation. 
Why would God cause his Son to suffer hunger, thirst, and temptation in the wilderness for 
such a long period of time - 40 days?  See Hebrews 4:5 

 
Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are —yet was without sin. 16 Let us 
then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help us in our time of need. 
 
 
 
11. As time permits, peruse the first 3 chapters of Matthew, and Luke, and the first chapter of 

John.  What additional accounts do they include in the gospel of Jesus.  
 
Closing and Prayer 
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Lesson 2, Mark 1:14- 2:10 
The Son of God has Authority - to Cast Out Demons, Heal the Sick, and to Forgive Sin 

 
Mark continues his gospel account of Jesus’ baptism with accounts of Jesus’ ministry of 
preaching, teaching, and healing.  Mark 1:14 begins with after John was put in prison begging 
the question – what has happened between the wilderness and John’s imprisonment? As it 
turns out, a lot! 
 
Jesus returned to Galilee and then went to Jerusalem where he, overturned the tables of the 
money changers, had a night-time encounter with a pharisee named Nicodemus with whom he 
spoke to about the need to be born again by the Holy Spirit to enter the kingdom of God.  
Returning from Jerusalem, Jesus stopped by a well in Samaria and revealed that he the Messiah 
who could give the gift of living water, a term used by the prophets to denote the Spirit of God 
flowing to his kingdom from Zion. When he returned to Galilee, he attended a wedding where 
he changed water to wine, healed an official’s son, and declared in his hometown of Nazareth 
that he was the Messianic fulfillment Isaiah 61:1-2.  The people Nazareth tried to murder him 
by throwing him off a cliff.  Consequently, Jesus moved his ministry to Capernaum.  
 
Mark’s account of Jesus calling his apostles reads like it was their first encounter.  However, the 
Apostle John records Jesus encountered his disciples first where John the Baptist was baptizing 
in the River Jordan [John 1:35-51].  Andrew and Peter were disciples of John the Baptist and 
followed Jesus when John identified him as the Messiah.  Andrew called Peter, Philip called 
Nathaniel, and Jesus called them all to follow him. 
 
Read the account of the calling of the disciples, Mark1:14-19 - Bold, Luke 5:1-10).  Verses from 
Mark and Luke are merged to highlight the additional details Luke includes.  Verses from Mark 
are bold, verses from Luke are not highlighted. 
 
Mk 1:14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the 
good news!”   
 
Lk 5:1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, 24 with the people crowding 
around him and listening to the word of God, 2 he saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there 
by the fishermen, who were washing their nets.   
 
Mk 1:16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.   
 
Lk 5:3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 
from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.  
Lk 5:4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down 25 
the nets for a catch.”  
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Lk 5:5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But 
because you say so, I will let down the nets.”  
Lk 5:6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to 
break.  Lk 5:7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they 
came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. Lk 5:8 When Simon Peter saw this, he 
fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”  Lk 5:9 For he and all his 
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, Lk 5:10 and so were James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon,  
Mk 1:17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”   
Mk 1:18 At once they left their nets and followed him.   
Mk 1:19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in 
a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.  
 
1. What was the main point Mark was making in the account of the calling of the disciples 

based on the verses he included? 
 
  
2. How was Luke’s emphasis in the account of calling the disciples different from Mark’s main 

emphasis? 

  

3. What was Jesus doing by the Sea of Galilee?   
 
 
4. How was Jesus’ message (verse 15) similar and different from John the Baptist’s? 
15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good 
news!”   
 
  

5. Verses 4-6. Peter had worked hard all night but needed to learn a valuable lesson about his 
labor – a lesson we also need to learn. How would you summarize this lesson? (See also 
Proverbs 16:9; “the heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps”.) 

 

6. Peter modeled a disciple’s response (fill in the blank):  

1. When Peter began his encounter with Jesus on the lake his faith was ______________.  

2. Peter responded to Jesus’ word (or call) to __________________ him.  

3. God did a mighty work and Peter’s faith was _______________________.  

4. Jesus was working to shape Peter into a different man who would __________________ 
his church.  
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7. Verse 9, Peter and his companions were astonished when they recognized that the 
miraculous catch was God’s work and not their own. Have you ever been astonished by God’s 
work? 

 
8. Vs Luke 5:5 How do we apply Jesus’ calling to our own lives? – Because you say so I will… 

Jesus, The Son of God, Has Authority over Sickness and Demons  

Mark begins accounts of Jesus’ healing ministry in Capernaum demonstrating Jesus’ authority 
over sickness and demons as the Son of God.  Jesus’ healing ministry served three purposes: to 
demonstrate that he was the Messiah and to bring people to faith; and to demonstrate God’s 
outpouring of grace, compassion, and love for his people; and to full fill prophecy.  Healing the 
blind, deaf, lame and mute are specifically mentioned Isaiah 35:5-6 as signs of the LORD’s 
coming.  There was no set pattern or formula in Jesus’ healing ministry.  He frequently healed 
with a touch, a word, or with an object.  Sometimes a person had faith in Jesus, sometimes not.    
The only common factor was Jesus’s power over sickness and death and that his Father’s will 
was done. 

PowerPoint of Nazareth and Capernaum 

Read Mark 1:21-45, the accounts of Jesus’ ministry in Capernaum, Galilee.   
Mk 1:21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue 
and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one 
who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.  
Mk 1:23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24 “What 
do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—
the Holy One of God!”   
Mk 1:25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!”    
Mk 1:26 The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.   
Mk 1:27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new 
teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him.”   
Mk 1:28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 
 
 
Jesus Heals Many  
Mk 1:29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon 
and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her. 31 
So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait 
on them.  
Mk 1:32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 
33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. 
He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew 
who he was.   
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[Luke adds] Lk 4:41 Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are the Son of 
God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the 
Christ. 
[Matthew adds] Mt 8:17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “He took 
up our infirmities and carried our diseases.” 
 
9. How did Jesus heal Peter’s mother-in-law? Was this a “faith healing”? 
 
10.  Matthew Mark and Luke all include this healing account.  What makes it so significant? 
 
 
Jesus Prays in a Solitary Place  
Mk 1:35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off 
to a solitary place, where he prayed.  
Mk 1:36 Simon and his companions went to look for him,   
Mk 1:37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”  
Mk 1:38 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there 
also. That is why I have come.”    
Mk 1:39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.  

 
A Man With Leprosy  

[Matthew adds] Mt 8:1 When he came down from the mountainside (following the Sermon on 
the Mount), large crowds followed him. 
 
Mk 1:40 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can 
make me clean.”  
Mk 1:41 Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” 
he said. “Be clean!”   
Mk 1:42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.  
Mk 1:43 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning:   
Mk 1:44 “See that you don’t tell this to anyone.  But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the 
sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.”   
Mk 1:45 Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could 
no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to 
him from everywhere.  
 
11. What was required of lepers in the law (Leviticus 13:45-46)?   
 
12. The leper was healed because of his _________ and Jesus’ _________ and ___________. 

 
14. What was the purpose of sending the man to the priest after the healing? See Leviticus 

14:1-11  
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15. Jesus frequently told people not to tell others but rarely said why.  What was the result of 
the man’s testimony?   

  
Jesus Heals a Paralytic, The Son of Man has Authority to Forgive Sin  
Mk 2:1 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had 
come home.   
Mk 2:2 So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he 
preached the word to them.   
Mk 2:3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.   
Mk 2:4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the 
roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.   
Mk 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”   
Mk 2:6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves,   
Mk 2:7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?”   
Mk 2:8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, 
and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things?   
Mk 2:9 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take 
your mat and walk’?   
Mk 2:10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . .” He 
said to the paralytic,   
Mk 2:11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”   
Mk 2:12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and 
they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 

16. In the context of these healings and your own experience, discuss the role of faith in 
healing. 

 
Applications 
1. God’s grace and mercy are present in all healing 
2. Our faith in healing is in God, in his power and compassion 
3. We submit to God’s will and timing 
4. God’s grace is not dependent on our faith 
5. There is a spiritual danger when we think healing is dependent on our faith or another’s 

faith  
 
Closing Prayer 
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Lesson 3: Mark 2:1-3:6 

Jesus the Son of God and Son of Man 

In the second chapter, Mark introduces another title for Jesus, the Son of Man.  These titles are used in 
specific contexts in the scripture even though we tend to think of the titles interchangeably.  Son of God 
describes Jesus’ deity with the Father, as the Christ, and as King.   Jesus is the Son of God, a title 
proclaimed first by the angel Gabriel, then by Peter, Martha, his disciples, and the Centurion at the 
cross.  Son of God was the title used by Satan to tempt Jesus in the wilderness, it was the testimony of 
demons, and was the title for Jesus the Pharisees used as a death sentence by crucifixion.   

Son of Man was the title Jesus used most often for himself.  The Son of Man was born of woman to 
serve, to suffer, to be rejected, killed, buried, to rise from the dead, and will return again with power 
and glory.  Jesus was the fulfillment of scripture the Messiah would be from David’s line and of Daniel’s 
vision of the son of man who was led into the presence of the Ancient of Days to be given authority, 
glory, sovereign power, and to be worshipped by nations and people of every language.  His kingdom 
will be everlasting. 

Read Mark 2:1-12 Jesus Heals a Paralytic, The Son of Man has Authority to Forgive Sin  
Mk 2:1 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had 
come home.   
[Lk 5:17 One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every 
village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord 
was present for him to heal the sick.]   
Mk 2:2 So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he 
preached the word to them.   
Mk 2:3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.   
Mk 2:4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the 
roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.   
Mk 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”   
Mk 2:6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves,   
Mk 2:7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?”   
Mk 2:8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, 
and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things?   
Mk 2:9 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take 
your mat and walk’?   
Mk 2:10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . .” He 
said to the paralytic,   
Mk 2:11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”   
Mk 2:12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and 
they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 

1. Luke 5:17 includes the detail that Pharisees from all over Galilee and Judea had come to see 
Jesus’ miracles.  Not surprisingly Jesus chose this time to challenge their thinking and 
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actions by forgiving the paralyzed man’s sins.  Compare their reaction to the other people 
who were witnesses. 
 
 

2. The Pharisees spoke a great truth – only God can forgive sin.  See the following references 
from the Law, Psalms, and Prophets. In addition to forgiveness, what are some other 
attributes of God and discuss how Jesus possessed those attributes too: 

Exodus 34:6 And he [the LORD] passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. 
 

Psalm 103:2 Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits— 3 who forgives all your sins 
and heals all your diseases, 4 who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and 
compassion, 5 who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s. 
 

Isaiah 43:25 “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers 
your sins no more.   

 
Micah 7:18 Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant 
of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.   

 

3. How does Jesus address the paralyzed man’s spiritual needs before his physical needs? 

 

4. The healing of the paralytic man occurs in Matthew, Mark and Luke.  What makes this 
healing so significant? 

 

Read Mark 2:14-17 The Calling of Levi  
Mk 2:13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to 
teach them.   
Mk 2:14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. 
“Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.  
[Luke adds] Lk 5:29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax 
collectors and others were eating with them. 
Mk 2:15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners” were 
eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him.   



 12 

Mk 2:16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the “sinners” and 
tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”   
Mk 2:17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”   
 
5. How is Levi’s response to Jesus’ call similar to other accounts we have read in Mark? 
 
 
6. What can we infer about Matthew’s wealth and education as a tax collector and what he 

left behind to follow Jesus?  
 
 
7. The Pharisees arose as a distinct Jewish sect after the Jewish exile from Babylon.  Their 

intent was to live in complete obedience to the Law and to the 400 years of traditions 
established since the exile.  Pharisee means “Separate One”.  Compare Jesus’ ministry style 
to the Pharisees.  

   
 
 
Read Mark 2:18-22 Jesus Questioned About Fasting 
Mk 2:18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting.  Some people came and asked Jesus, 
“How is it that John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are 
not”?” [yours go on eating and drinking, Lk 5:33]  
Mk 2:19 Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They 
cannot, so long as they have him with them.  20 But the time will come when the bridegroom 
will be taken from them, and on that day they will fast. 21 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk 
cloth on an old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull away from the old, making the tear 
worse.  22 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the 
skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new 
wineskins.”  
 
8.  Fasting was a common practice.  Fasting was required by the Law on one day of the year, 

the Day of Atonement for the forgiveness of sin.  On other occasions, fasting was for 
mourning, sorrow, and repentance, and was associated with wearing sack cloth and ashes.  
Fasting was also a sign of humility, seeking God’s provision, or a supplication to escape 
God’s wrath or pending judgement.  Fasting can be a sign of true repentance: “Even now,” 
declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and 
mourning,” (Joel 2:13).  By their tradition, the Pharisees fasted twice a week.  What issue 
did Jesus have with regards to fasting? 
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9. Compare Jesus’ comments to other verses on fasting: 
Joel 2:13 “Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and 
weeping and mourning.” 
 
Joel 2:13 Rend your heart and not your garments.  
  
Isaiah 58:5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to humble himself? Is it only 
for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a 
fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?  
 
Isa 58:6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the 
cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?   
Isa 58:7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter 
— when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and 
blood? 
 
 
10. The parables of the patch and wineskins are the source of speculation.  Discuss the basic 

ideas of the following interpretations: 
a. The Law/Legalism and Grace 
b. Old Covenant and New Covenant 
c. A spiritual outlook of keeping laws and traditions compared to a new spiritual 

outlook led by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
Read Mark 2:23-3:6 Lord of the Sabbath (Merged with additions from Matthew) 
 
Mk 2:23 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples walked along, 
they began to pick some heads of grain.   
Mk 2:24 The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”  
Mk 2:25 He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were 
hungry and in need?  26 In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and 
ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his 
companions.”  [Matthew12:4-7 —which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests.   
Mt 12:5 Or haven’t you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple desecrate 
the day and yet are innocent? 6 I tell you that one greater than the temple is here.    
Mt 12:7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not 
have condemned the innocent. (Hosea 6:2)].  
27 Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  28 So the 
Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”  
Mk 3:1 Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 2 
Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if 
he would heal him on the Sabbath.   
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Mk 3:3 Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.”  
Mk 3:4 Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save 
life or to kill?”  
[Mt 12:11 He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you 
not take hold of it and lift it out?]   
But they remained silent. 5 He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their 
stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand 
was completely restored.   
Mk 3:6 Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill 
Jesus. 

11. Picking grain along the margins of a field was a provision for the poor and hungry in the Law 
of Moses (Deuteronomy 23:25).  The Pharisees had 613 laws and 39 categories of Sabbath 
laws – and picking grain for food was not on the approved list! Jesus confronted them with 
the account of David and Abithar.  What concept did Abithar the priest understand with 
respect to bread of Presence and David’s starving men? 

 

12. Mathew includes another response to the Pharisees from Jesus who quoted Hosea 6:2: ‘I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  Hosea was a prophet from the northern kingdom who wrote to 
Judah following the fall of Israel. See Hosea 6:1-3 and discuss the broader meaning of Jesus’ 
quote 

 
Hos 6:1 “Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has 
injured us but he will bind up our wounds. Hos 6:2 After two days he will revive us; on the third 
day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence.  
Hos 6:3 Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun 
rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the 
earth.” 

 

13.  Already by the beginning of the third chapter of Mark, the Pharisees are plotting to murder 
Jesus.  What were some of the things Mark has mentioned they could not abide from Jesus? 

 

Closing 

  



 15 

Popularity and Rejection 
Lesson 4, Mark 3:7-35 

 
Chapter 3 is the culmination of Mark’s introduction to Jesus Christ.  He is the Son of God and 
the Son of Man as testified by God himself, by John the Baptist, prophetic scriptures, and by 
Jesus’ miraculous works.  Jesus claimed to have authority and power from the Spirit of God.  
The Pharisees claimed his authority came from Beelzebub (Baal Zebub)– the pagan Canaanite 
god of weather, fertility, and battle.  Hebrews referred to Baal as the “lord of the flies”; we would 
call him Satan.  
 
By the end of chapter three, the time for God’s kingdom was at hand.  Spiritual warfare is 
underway between good and evil, between Jesus and Satan, and there is no middle ground.  
Jesus called his disciples into the battle and Satan called the Pharisees.  Jesus is both loved and 
despised.  Crowds are flocking to him and the Pharisees are plotting to murder him.    
 
Read Mark 3:7-12 
 
Mk 3:7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from Galilee followed.  
Mk 3:8 When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and 
the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon.    
Mk 3:9 Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people 
from crowding him. 10 For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to 
touch him. 11 Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the 
Son of God.”  
Mk 3:12 But he gave them strict orders not to tell who he was. 
 
1. In lesson 2, we discussed various reasons Jesus silenced the demons from testifying he was the Son 

of God.  Does the rising conflict with the Pharisees give you any further insight why Jesus 
commanded them not to say who he was? 
 

 
Read Mark 3:13-19, the Appointing of the Twelve Apostles 
 
[Luke adds] Lk 6:12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night 
praying to God.   
Mk 3:13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him.    
Mk 3:14 He appointed twelve—designating them apostles —that they might be with him and that he might 
send them out to preach 15 and to have authority to drive out demons.  

 
Mk 3:16 These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter);    
Mk 3:17 James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means 
Sons of Thunder); 18 Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, 
Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.  
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2. Prayer is a major theme in Luke’s gospel and it points out that Jesus prayed through the night while 
calling his disciples.  What does Jesus’ example teach you about prayer? 

 
 
3. Jesus called his disciples to preach and to drive out demons.  After his death and resurrection, they 

would testify to the ends of the known world that he was the resurrected and ascended Messiah, 
the Son of Man, and the Son of God.   What do the disciples’ qualifications teach you about their 
readiness for the task?  (Careful, this might be a trick question!) 

 

 
Read Mark 3:20-30, including parallel verses in Matthew and Luke. Jesus and Beelzebub.    
 
Mk 3:20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not 
even able to eat.    
Mk 3:21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his 
mind.”   
Mk 3:22 And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebub!  
By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.”   
 
[Luke adds] Lk 11:16 Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.  
 
Mk 3:23 So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan?   
Mk 3:24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.   
Mk 3:25 If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.   
Mk 3:26 And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come.   
Mk 3:27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up 
the strong man. Then he can rob his house.    
Mk 3:28 I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them.   
Mk 3:29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal 
sin.”   
Mk 3:30 He said this because they were saying, “He has an evil spirit.”  
 
[Matthew and Luke record a similar conversation with the pharisees when Jesus healed a man who was 
blind and mute while in Judea.  Following are additional details in the conversation included in Matthew 
12:25-37 and Luke 11:24-28.] 
 
Mt 12:25 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, 
and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.   
Mt 12:26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand?   
Mt 12:27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they 
will be your judges.   
Mt 12:28 But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.  
Mt 12:29 “Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first 
ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.  
Mt 12:30 “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.    
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Lk 11:24 “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find 
it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’   
Lk 11:25 When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order.   
Lk 11:26 Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. 
And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.”   
 
Mt 12:31 And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the 
Spirit will not be forgiven.    
Mt 12:32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks 
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.   
Mt 12:33 “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree 
is recognized by its fruit.   
Mt 12:34 You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the 
heart the mouth speaks.   
Mt 12:35 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil 
things out of the evil stored up in him.   
Mt 12:36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word 
they have spoken.   
Mt 12:37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”  
 
Lk 11:27 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is the mother who 
gave you birth and nursed you.” u   
Lk 11:28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.” 
 
4. The divided kingdom (3:24) and divided house (3:25) are easy to understand illustrations of why 

Jesus’ authority to cast out demons came from God and not Satan.  How does the illustration of the 
strong man (verse 3:27) point to Jesus’ authority?  

 
 
5. Luke 11:24-27 includes a rather frightening illustration of person who has been healed of demons 

but who does not turn to God in repentance.  What does this illustrate about spiritual warfare? 
 
 
6. Mark 3:29, Mt 12:31,32What are the consequences of disbelieving the works of the Holy Spirit  

 
 
7. Matthew 12:33-37 include Jesus’ moral judgments against the Pharisees.  How does he tell the 

Pharisees it is they who are in Satan’s kingdom?  
 

 
8. Matthew and Luke also include the account of the Pharisees demanding another sign – this time a 

sign from heaven (Lk 11:16).  How was this request no different from than the hostile rejection from 
other Pharisees? 

  
 
Jesus’ Mother and Brothers (No additional information is in Matthew or Luke) 
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Mk 3:31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him.   
Mk 3:32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking 
for you.”  
Mk 3:33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked.  
Mk 3:34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers!   
Mk 3:35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 
 
9. Hopefully you were blessed with loving and supportive parents.  Unfortunately, many of us grow up 

without a parent, especially without fathers, who are most commonly absent due to divorce, death, 
or emotional estrangement.  Jesus’ father died early, his mother and brothers thought he was out of 
mind (Mark 3:21), and his brothers mocked him and told him to go Judea to be a public figure – 
knowing the Pharisees plotted to murder him in Jerusalem (John 7:1-5).   Who did Jesus regard as 
his family?  How can you apply Jesus’ outlook if there is family brokenness in your background?  

 
Closing Prayer 
 
Dear Father in Heaven, we look to you in these uncertain times.  We pray for the end of virus attack and 
for healing for those who have contracted the disease.  We pray for the spiritual and physical needs of 
our friends and neighbors who have lost their jobs due to the quarantine.  We pray for the doctors, 
researchers, and first responders who are in the fight against the virus.   
 
Forgive our sins and give us guidance from your Spirit to act wisely and in the best interest of others.   
You are our refuge, our joy, and peace.  Amen 
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Teaching in Parables 
Mark 4, Lesson 5 

 
After Mark completed his introduction of Jesus as the Son of God and Son of Man, Mark begins 
the teachings of Jesus through parables.  Speaking in parables was one of the hallmarks of 
being a prophet from God and attests to Jesus’ divine authority, “I spoke to the prophets, gave 
them many visions and told parables through them.” (Hosea 12:10). 
 
Jesus taught about the kingdom of heaven through parables as he traveled through Galilee, 
Judea, and Jerusalem. The gospel writers organized them in different ways to illustrate various 
themes in Jesus’ teaching. Mark includes only a few of Jesus’ parables from two settings; by the 
lake early in his ministry and in the Temple courts before his arrest.  John used the “I am” 
illustrations in his gospel account but did not include the parables.  Matthew included many 
parables and organized Jesus teachings into five great sermons:  

1. Mt 5-7, the Sermon on the Mount- a contrast of life under the letter of the law vs. the 
spirit of the law 

2. Mt 10, the Sending of the Disciples – instructions for ministry 
3. Mt 13, the Sermon on the Lake – parables on the kingdom of heaven 
4. Mt 18-20, teachings in Judea – parables on the kingdom of heaven 
5. Mt 24-25, teaching in the Temple – parables concerning the end of the age 

In this lesson, we will read the parables from the “Sermon on the Lake” that includes two of 
Jesus’ most powerful illustrations found in all three gospel writers, the Parable of the Sower 
and the Parable of the Mustard Seed. 
 
Read Mark 4:1-20, Parable of the Sower 
 
Mk 4:1 Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large 
that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at 
the water’s edge.   
Mk 4:2 He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said:   
Mk 4:3 “Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed.    
Mk 4:4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.   
Mk 4:5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because 
the soil was shallow.  Mk 4:6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 
withered because they had no root.   
Mk 4:7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not 
bear grain.   
Mk 4:8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, 
sixty, or even a hundred times.”   
Mk 4:9 Then Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”   
Mk 4:10 When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the 
parables.   
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Mk 4:11 He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on 
the outside everything is said in parables 12 so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but never 
perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be 
forgiven!’ ’”   
 
Matthew adds [Mt 13:14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “‘You will be ever hearing but 
never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  
Mt 13:15 For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they 
have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’    
Mt 13:16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.    
Mt 13:17 For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see 
but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. 
 
Mk 4:13 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then will you 
understand any parable?   
Mk 4:14 The farmer sows the word.    
Mk 4:15 Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear 
it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.   
Mk 4:16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy.  Mk 

4:17 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, they quickly fall away.   
Mk 4:18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word;   
Mk 4:19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things 
come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.   
Mk 4:20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—thirty, 
sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.” 
 
1. Why did Jesus teach in parables? 

 
 

2. What is the seed being sown? 
 
 

3. Describe the manner the farmer sowed his seeds. How is this a picture of God’s grace? 
 

 
4. What does the seed on the path represent?   

 
a. How have you experienced seeds on the path in your life? 

 
b. What actions have you taken to cultivate the seeds sown in your life?  
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5. What do the seeds among the rocky places represent? 

  

a. During trials, are you more likely to experience doubt or spiritual strength and growth?  
 
 

6. What do the seeds among the thorns represent? 

  

7. How are “blessings” often confused with thorns?  How do you distinguish the two?  
 

 
 

8. What has helped you in your struggle among the “thorns” of life?  
 

 
9. What is good soil?   

  

 
10. We would all like to hear the words well done good and faithful servant as we are 

welcomed into eternity.  Where is the Holy Spirit leading you now in your service? 
 
 

Read Mark 4:21-25, A Lamp on a Stand  
Mk 4:21 He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don’t 
you put it on its stand?    
Mk 4:22 For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to 
be brought out into the open.    
Mk 4:23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”   
Mk 4:24 “Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you—and even more.    
Mk 4:25 Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken 
from him.”   
 
11. We normally think of the lamp as visibly demonstrating our faith through our actions and 

words to our neighbors.  Consider reading the lamp as God’s word.  What additional insights 
does this parable provide? 
a. Verse 21 

  

b. Verse 22 
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c. Verses 24-25 

 
Read Mark 4:26-29, The Parable of the Growing Seed  
 
Mk 4:26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground.   
Mk 4:27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does 
not know how.   
Mk 4:28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in 
the head.   
Mk 4:29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”   

12. What	do	you	think	of	when	you	think	of	the	“kingdom	of	God”	or	“kingdom	heaven”?	

  

13. How is growing seed like the kingdom of heaven? 

  

a. How do you interpret the harvest? 

 
Read Mark 4:30-34 and Matthew 13:33-35, The Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast 
 
Mk 4:30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use 
to describe it?   
Mk 4:31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.   
Mk 4:32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big 
branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade.”  
 
Matthew adds, [ Mt 13:33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the 
dough.”   
Mt 13:34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them 
without using a parable.   
Mt 13:35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: “I will open my mouth in 
parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.”]   
 

Mk 4:33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could 
understand.   
Mk 4:34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable.  But when he was alone with his 
own disciples, he explained everything. 
 
 
14. How are both the mustard seed and yeast like the kingdom of heaven? 
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15. What do the tree and birds represent? 

  

16. What	do	the	birds	find	in	the	garden	that	we	find	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven?	

  

 
The following parables are found in Matthew 13:24-52 from the “Sermon on the Lake”. 
Matthew includes,  
 
Read Matthew 13:24-43, The Parable of the Weeds  
 
Mt 13:24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good 
seed in his field.   
Mt 13:25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and went away.   
Mt 13:26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.  
Mt 13:27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? 
Where then did the weeds come from?’  
Mt 13:28 “ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull 
them up?’  
Mt 13:29 “ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the 
wheat with them.   
Mt 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First 
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into 
my barn.’ ” 
 
The Parable of the Weeds Explained  
 
Mt 13:36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”  
Mt 13:37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.    
Mt 13:38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds 
are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the 
end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.   
Mt 13:40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.   
Mt 13:41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom 
everything that causes sin and all who do evil.   
Mt 13:42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.    
Mt 13:43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has 
ears, let him hear.  
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17. What simple truths does this parable teach about the existence of good and evil in the world? 

  

18. How is God active when the weeds are growing?  Also refer to the parable of the growing seed. 

  

Read Matthew 13:44-52 the parables hidden treasure, the pearl, and the net.  
Mt 13:44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.   
Mt 13:45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.   
Mt 13:46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought 
it.  
The Parable of the Net  
Mt 13:47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and 
caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they 
sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.   
Mt 13:49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked 
from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.   
Mt 13:51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. “Yes,” they replied.  
Mt 13:52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the 
kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures 
as well as old.” 
 

19. What is Jesus asking the crowd to do in the parable of the treasure and the pearl? 

  

20. The parables of the treasure, pearl, and net teach us truths about our response to God’s 
kingdom and the end of times on earth. They can also be read from a different perspective 
to teach us about God’s love for us when we place Him (or Jesus) as the main character who 
is in search of us. You might read the parables this way: 

  

21. What might our lives look like if we deeply embraced the parables of the treasure and the 
pearl? 

  

Closing Prayer and Blessing	
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The Son of God’s Authority over Creation and Demons  
Lesson 6, Mark 4:35-5:43 

 
The school of faith was in session.  Jesus was the teacher and the disciples were the students.  
The disciples already heard the testimony of John the Baptist, possible God’s own voice, and 
witnessed many healings; the official’s son in Cana, a paralytic and a demon possessed man in 
Capernaum, a leper, and a Centurion’s servant.  They witnessed Jesus’ immense popularity and 
also his claims of deity as the Son of Man who had the power to forgive sin and the Lord of 
Sabbath which gave the Pharisees cause to plan to murder him. Now, more amazing lessons of 
who Jesus was would be revealed. 
 
Read Mark 4:35-41, Jesus Calms the Storm [Comments included from Matthew] 
 
Mk 4:35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”   
Mk 4:36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat.  There were 
also other boats with him.   
Mk 4:37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.   

Mk 4:38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, 
[“Lord, save us!] “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”  
Mk 4:39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died 
down and it was completely calm.  
Mk 4:40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”   
Mk 4:41 They were terrified and asked each other, “[What kind of man is this?] Who is this? Even 
the wind and the waves obey him!”  
 
1. How would you describe the disciples encounter with the storm; chance or something 

more? 
 

2. Jesus scolded the disciples because of their lack of _________________.  What kind of 
response from the disciples would have been pleasing to Jesus? 

 
3. What was Jesus’ point of taking the disciples into the storm?  See also John 1:1-3, Colossians 

1:15-16, Hebrews 1:1-3 

Jn 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. 
  
Col 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers 
or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.   
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Heb 1:1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of 
all things, and through whom he made the universe.    
Heb 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining 
all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  

 
4. Do you agree with the idea that God tests people’s faith?  Summarize the meaning of the 

following (4 of 55 references on “test”): 

Exodus 20:20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that 
the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.”  

Zechariah 13:8-9 In the whole land, declares the LORD, “two-thirds will be struck down and 
perish; yet one-third will be left in it. 9 This third I will bring into the fire; I will refine them like 
silver and test them like gold. They will call on my name and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They 
are my people,’ and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God.   
 
 
 
Psalm 139:23-24 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
 
 
James 1:12-14 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the 
test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 13 When 
tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged 
away and enticed. 
 
 
 
5. What statement do you agree with most?  

a. Faith vanishes under stress 
b. Faith deepens under stress 
c. Faith grows after stress and reflection 
d. Faith grows most deeply during periods of peace and quiet 

 
6. Can you discern the difference between God’s testing and simply a difficult time or tragedy? 
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7. Storms may threaten any aspect of in our lives, physical safety, relational, financial, or 
spiritual.  Do you remember a time when you felt that all was lost but found you were never 
outside Jesus’ compassion and care? 

 
8. As I write this lesson, I can’t help but think of how the coronavirus has been a global plague 

affecting everyone and its similarity to the plague in Luther’s time. No one knew the plague 
was from a bacterium carried by rat fleas and spread by touch and through the air. Luther 
attributed it to filth in the city.  The best thing they knew to do was evacuate the town 
when it occurred.  Luther refused to evacuate from Wittenberg when the plague struck in 
1527.  Luther refused to leave even though his wife was pregnant.  Instead, he reflected, ’If I 
leave, who will care for the sick?’  Along with a sense of compassion there was also a sense 
of heightened responsibility to take the medicine that was available, to disinfect the house, 
and to avoid other people and places so as not to spread the disease.   What is the 
appropriate Christian response to the plague of our time? 

 
 
Read Mark 5:1-17, The Healing of a Demon-possessed Man [Additions from Matthew and 
Luke] 
 
Mk 5:1 They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes.   
Mk 5:2 When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet 
him.   
Matthew adds, [Mt 8:28 When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, 34 two 
demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met him. They were so violent that no one 
could pass that way.   
Mt 8:29 “What do you want with us, Son of God?” they shouted. “Have you come here to torture 
us before the appointed time?”] 
Mk 5:3 This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain.   
Mk 5:4 For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the 
irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him.   
Mk 5:5 Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with 
stones.  
Mk 5:6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him.   
Mk 5:7 He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God?  Swear to God that you won’t torture me!”   
Mk 5:8 For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you evil spirit!”  
Mk 5:9 Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” “My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are 
many.”   
Mk 5:10 And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area. [Lk 8:31 And they 
begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.]   
Mk 5:11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside.   
Mk 5:12 The demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.”   
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Mk 5:13 He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, 
about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.  
Mk 5:14 Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the 
people went out to see what had happened.   
Mk 5:15 When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of 
demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.   
Mk 5:16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed 
man—and told about the pigs as well.   
Mk 5:17 Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.  
Mk 5:18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to 
go with him.   
Mk 5:19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord 
has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.”   
Mk 5:20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for 
him. And all the people were amazed.  
 
The account of the healing of the demon possessed man called Legion is in Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke.  Matthew includes the fact that there were two demon possessed men, Mark and Luke 
refer to only the one who was called Legion, because he was possessed by many demons.  
Matthew said the possessed man lived as the Region of Gadarenes while Mark and Luke called 
it the Region of Garasenes.  Gerasa and Gadara are cities in a league of cities known as the 
Decapolis (ten cities).  The region was on the southeastern shore of the Sea of Galilee and 
extended eastward to encompass much of present-day Jordan.  The gospel writers refer to 
region of Gerasenes and Gadarenes by either of the two cities and not the actual place the 
miracle occurred. 
 
9. The account of the healing of the demon possessed man is significant and appears in 3 of 

the 4 gospels.  
a. What are some differences you see between Matthew and Mark? 

 
b. What are aspects of the healing of Legion that make the account extraordinary? 

  
 

10. Accounts of demon possession in the gospels are very similar – all harming and seeking the 
ultimate destruction of the possessed person.  What was the possessed man’s life like?  
 

 
11. Vs 28 Why did the man fall down at Jesus’ feet?  

 

 

12. What was the role of faith in the healing of the demon possessed man?  
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13. What was the response of the community to the healing of Legion? 
 

 
 
14. The picture of the healed man sitting at Jesus feet is one of the most beautiful in the Bible.  

What are some other of your favorite Bible images?  When do you experience the joy of 
your relationship with Jesus? 
 
 
 

15. The man obeyed Jesus’ command to tell his family how much the Lord had had done for 
him.  What is your story to shore with your family and friends? 

 
 
 
Applications 
1. Jesus is Lord over his creation. 
2. Jesus demonstrated the power of faith and the power of his word. 
3. Jesus healing is not limited to people with great faith, but is an outpouring of his 

compassion and his love for the lost (and possessed). 
4. After the right amount of time, Christ ministers to our need out of his love and compassion.  

"The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister." Mt 20,28. 
5. A quote from Luther’s sermon on the storm: “God's Word, spreads farther through 

persecution, it thus becomes stronger and faith increases.  This is a paradoxical 
characteristic of the Gospel compared with all worldly things which decrease through every 
misfortune and opposition, and increase through prosperity and peace.” 

 

Closing 
When peace like a river, attendeth my way,  
When sorrows like sea billows roll;    
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say  
It is well, it is well, with my soul.  
Amen!    
 
(Horatio Spafford, 1873) 
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Desperate Faith 
Mark 5, Lesson 7 

 
Mark 4 and 5 portray Jesus’ divinity, the God-Man with power over creation in the physical 
realm, over the spirit realm, and over disease and death.   The chapters are a continuous 
account of two days in the life of Jesus.  He is at the height of popularity.  People came to 
Capernaum from all over the region to be healed and in hopes of finding the Messiah.  In the 
evening, Jesus called his disciples to cross the sea of Galilee where they met a storm that Jesus 
calmed by the power of his word. Once they arrived on the other side of the lake, they were 
met by two demon possessed men and Jesus healed them.  The account is told through one of 
the men called Legion because he was possessed by many demons.  After the healing, Jesus 
was feared and was asked to leave the region so he returned to Capernaum. Awaiting him are 
the throngs of people he left the day before.  
 
In this lesson, we connect with people who are in desperate need a miracle and are drawn to 
Jesus as their only hope.  They are held up in scriptures as people with a profound faith.   
 
A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman [Additional comments from Luke 8] 
 
Mk 5:21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd 
gathered around him while he was by the lake.    
Mk 5:22 Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his 
feet 23 and pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your 
hands on her so that she will be healed and live.”   
Mk 5:24 So Jesus went with him. A large crowd followed and pressed around him.  [Lk 8:42 As Jesus 
was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him.] 
 
Mk 5:25 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years.   
Mk 5:26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, 
yet instead of getting better she grew worse.   
Mk 5:27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his 
cloak, Mk 5:28 because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.”   
Mk 5:29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her 
suffering.  
Mk 5:30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd 
and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”  
 
[When they all denied it, Peter said,] Mk 5:31 “You see the people crowding against you,” his 
disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ”  
Mk 5:32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it.  [Lk 8:46 But Jesus said, “Someone 
touched me; I know that power has gone out from me.”] 
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Mk 5:33 Then the woman, [seeing that she could not go unnoticed], knowing what had happened 
to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. [Lk 8:47 In the 
presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly 
healed.] 
Mk 5:34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your 
suffering.”  
Mk 5:35 While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue 
ruler.  “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?”  
Mk 5:36 Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, “Don’t be afraid; just believe [Lk 

8:50 and she will be healed.”] 
Mk 5:37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James.    
Mk 5:38 When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with 
people crying and wailing loudly.   
Mk 5:39 He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead 
but asleep.” l    
Mk 5:40 But they laughed at him [knowing that she was dead]. After he put them all out, he took 
the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with him [Lk 8:51 Peter, John and 
James], and went in where the child was.   
Mk 5:41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means, “Little girl, I say 
to you, get up!”).    
Mk 5:42 Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they 
were completely astonished.   
Mk 5:43 He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her 
something to eat.  
 
1. What caused the woman approach Jesus in secret? 
 
  
 
2. In what ways did Jesus care for her after the healing (Mark 5:34)? 

 
  

 
3. How do you explain that the crowd of was crushing Jesus yet the woman was the only one 

healed by touching him?  
  

 
4.  What did the synagogue ruler risk in coming to Jesus? 

  
 
5. Restoration to the community is a common theme in Jesus’ healing.  What care did Jesus 

take so that Jairus’ daughter could be restored to the community? 
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 Jesus Heals the Blind and Mute (This account occurs only in Matthew where it follows the 
healing of dead girl and sick woman) 
Mt 9:27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, 
Son of David!”  
Mt 9:28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you 
believe that I am able to do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied.   
Mt 9:29 Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith will it be done to you”; 30 
and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no one knows about this.”    
Mt 9:31 But they went out and spread the news about him all over that region.   
Mt 9:32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was 
brought to Jesus.   
Mt 9:33 And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was 
amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”   
Mt 9:34 But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons.”   
 
6. The miraculous healing of the blind and mute were prophetic signs found in Isaiah 35:4 and 

42:6 that God himself would perform when he came to establish his kingdom.  
 

“Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine 
retribution he will come to save you.” Isa 35:5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the 
ears of the deaf unstopped. Isa 35:6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue 
shout for joy.  
 
Isa 42:6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand.  I will keep 
you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 7 to open 
eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit 
in darkness.   
 
7. What does the salutation, Son of David, reveal about how the blind men regarded Jesus? 
 
  
8. Jesus usually took steps to restore a healed person to the community but he sternly warned 

the blindmen not to tell anyone about this.  What do you think the purpose of the warning 
was? 

  
 
9. What was the role of faith in blind men and the mute man?  
 
  
 
A Prophet Without Honor (Parallel reference Mt 13:54-58)  
Mk 6:1 Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples.   
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Mk 6:2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 
were amazed. “Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has 
been given him, that he even does miracles!   
Mk 6:3 Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.   
Mk 6:4 Jesus said to them, “Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a 
prophet without honor.”    
Mk 6:5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal 
them. Mk 6:6 And he was amazed at their lack of faith. 
 
10. The familiarity of the people indicated that Jesus returned to Nazareth where the people 

tried to throw him off a cliff for blasphemy after he read Isaiah 61:1-2 (Luke 14:14-30). 
 
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD'S favor.   
 
What was their reason for rejecting him during this visit? 
 
  
What are some other reasons people reject Jesus? 
 
 
 
11. What do healings of a demoniac, a bleeding woman, a and a dead girl teach you about 

Jesus’ love? 
 
  
 
12. Discuss the relationship between God’s power, Jesus’ power, and people’s faith in healing. 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
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Jesus Sends Out the Twelve 
Lesson 8, Mark 6:6-13 

 

The account of Jesus sending out his disciples is found in Matthew Mark and Luke.  Luke also 
includes a later account of Jesus sending out seventy-two disciples. Mark’s account of Jesus 
sending out the twelve disciples is only seven-and one-half verses long.  By comparison, 
Matthew’s account is 42 verses and is included as one of Matthew’s five great sermons of 
Jesus.  Jesus’ instructions to the twelve and to the seventy-two are virtually identical and all the 
instructions can be merged into one continuous account.  Matthew includes the most complete 
account but additional details are included in Luke’s account of the seventy-two.  Virtually all of 
Mark is included word for word in Matthew and Luke. 

In this lesson, we will study Jesus’ sending instructions as one group. 

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve, with merged accounts from Matthew and Luke 
 
Mk 6:6 Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village.   
Mt 10:1 He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and 
to heal every disease and sickness Lk 9:2 and he sent them out [two by two] to preach the 
kingdom of God and to heal the sick.   
Mt 10:2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his 
brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;   
Mt 10:3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, 
and Thaddaeus; Mt 10:4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.   
 
Lk 10:1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him 
to every town and place where he was about to go.   
 
Mt 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the 
Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans.  Mt 10:6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.   
Lk 10:2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Lk 10:3 Go! I am sending you out like 
lambs among wolves. 

Mt 10:7 As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’ Mt 10:8 Heal the sick, raise 
the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely 
give.  Mk 6:8 “Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your 
belts.  Mt 10:9Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts Mk 6:9 Wear sandals but 
not an extra tunic; Mt 10:10b for the worker is worth his keep.   
 
1. What message were the disciples were to proclaim? 

 
 

2. How would the people know the disciples’ message was true? 
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3. Why would Jesus send out his disciples without material possessions? 
 

4. In what ways might these instructions be applicable today – or not!? 
 

Lk 10:8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you.    
Mt 10:11 “Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at 
his house until you leave.  Mk 6:10 Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that 
town.  Mt 10:12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting [Lk 10:5first say, ‘Peace to this house].    
Mt 10:13 If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you.   
Lk 10:7 Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves 
his wages.  Do not move around from house to house.  
 
Lk 10:10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say,   
Lk 10:11 ‘Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you.  Yet be sure 
of this: The kingdom of God is near.’    
Mt 10:14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet [as a 
testimony against them] when you leave that home or town.   
 

Mt 10:15 I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of 
judgment than for that town.    
Lk 10:13 “Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in 
you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in 
sackcloth and ashes.   
Lk 10:14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you.   
Lk 10:15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the 
depths.  
 
5. What made a home suitable for disciples to stay there?  
  
 

6. What do Korazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum have in common to be singled out and condemned by 
Jesus? 

  

 
Lk 10:16 “He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects 
me rejects him who sent me.”   
Mt 10:16 I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore, be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves.   
Mt 10:17 “Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you 
in their synagogues.   
Mt 10:18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and 
to the Gentiles.   
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Mt 10:19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it.  At that time 
you will be given what to say, Mt 10:20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you.  
Mt 10:21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against 
their parents and have them put to death.    
Mt 10:22 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.    
Mt 10:23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not 
finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.   
Mt 10:24 “A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.  Mt 10:25 It is enough 
for the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house 
has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household!  
Mt 10:26 “So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 
hidden that will not be made known.    
Mt 10:27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim 
from the roofs.   
Mt 10:28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of 
the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.   
Mt 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from the will of your Father.   
Mt 10:30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.    
Mt 10:31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.   
Mt 10:32 “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father 
in heaven.   
Mt 10:33 But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.   
Lk 10:16 “He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects 
me rejects him who sent me.”    
 
7. What hardships does Jesus tell his disciples to expect?  Why should they expect this? 
 
 
8. What comfort does Jesus give to his disciples in the face of hardship? 

 
 
 

9. Who does Matthew 10:28 refer to?  
 
 

Mt 10:34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring 
peace, but a sword.   
Mt 10:35 For I have come to turn “ ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law — Mt 10:36 a man’s enemies will be the members of 
his own household.’   
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Mt 10:37 “Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who 
loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; Mt 10:38 and anyone who does not 
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.    
Mt 10:39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.   
Mt 10:40 “He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent 
me.    
Mt 10:41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, 
and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a 
righteous man’s reward.   
Mt 10:42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my 
disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.” 
 
10. The closing comments of Jesus to the disciples are among the difficult to understand and 

seem counter to our view of God’s love and grace.   
a. What do you think Jesus meant by “I did not come to bring peace, but a sword?” 

 
 
b. What do you think Jesus meant by Matthew 10:35-36 “For I have come to turn “ ‘a man 

against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law — 36 a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.” 
 

 
11. What does it mean to take up your cross and follow Jesus? 

 
 

12. What are some acts of the saints Jesus mentions? 
 
 

Read the epilog accounts of the sending of the disciples 

Mk 6:12 They went out and preached that people should repent.   
Mk 6:13 They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed 
them. 
Lk 9:6 So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people 
everywhere.  
Lk 10:17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in 
your name.”  
Lk 10:18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  Lk 10:19 I have given you 
authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; 
nothing will harm you.  Lk 10:20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 
that your names are written in heaven.”   

Lk 10:21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
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revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. Lk 10:22 All things 
have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and 
no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him.”   
Lk 10:23 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you 
see.  Lk 10:24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” 
Lk 9:7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was perplexed, because 
some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, Lk 9:8 others that Elijah had 
appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life.    
Lk 9:9 But Herod said, “I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things about?” And he 
tried to see him.   
 

Discuss 
1. How did the disciples’ first mission trip go without Jesus being present? 

  

2. Jesus affirmed their joy. But he reminded them about an even greater joy they should always have 
in their hearts. What is that? 

  

3. How would the simple message of the gospel that even a little child can understand? 

  

4. What is Jesus saying in verse 22? What comfort and assurance does this give you? 

 

5. What is the rest of the story about Herod - how did John testify against Herod? What did Herod’s sin 
lead him to do? 
 

  

Apply 

6. Where do you think Jesus is calling you to serve? 

  

7. What is your story about Jesus in your life? 

  

  
8. Compare how the disciples spread the gospel spread during Jesus day to how it is spread today where 

miracles are noticeably absent in our churches. 

 

Closing Prayer 
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Dear Father in Heaven, 

Thank you for your blessings this day.  We also give you thanks for the trials that might come this day.  
We pray for your guidance and forgiveness.  We pray that our love for Jesus and praise for him is on our 
lips in all of our comings and goings.  

Amen 
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Feeding of the 5000 
Lesson 9; Mark 6:30-44  

Prayers 

Setting: 

The feeding of the 5000 is Jesus’ only miracle cited by all four gospel writers.  It occurs after the 
beheading of John the Baptist as Jesus seeks to withdraw to a solitary place (Bethsaida) with his disciples 
to mourn John’s death.  The Apostle John writes that it was near the time of the Passover (John 6:4) 
when crowds would have been gathering for a trek to Jerusalem.   This is the second reference to 
Passover in John’s gospel indicating one year has passed in Jesus’ ministry.  However, many scholars 
interpret the un-named feast in John 5:1 as a Passover making this the beginning of the third year of 
Jesus’ ministry.  In either interpretation, Jesus is at the height of his popularity but the death of John the 
Baptist forebodes that Calvary’s approach is unstoppable and drawing near. 

The location of Bethsaida is disputed.  The most common locality cited is now a ruin about 2 miles from 
the coast of the Sea of Galilee and 3.5-4 miles from Capernaum.  It was the hometown of Peter, Andrew, 
and Philip. 

As we read the miracle of feeding of the 5000, consider that it is a fulfillment of scripture – Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd of Ezekiel 34:11-12, 14-16.  Jesus has compassion for his people, he knows their needs, 
and he is sufficient to meet them. 
Eze 34:11 “ ‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.  
12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. 14 I 
will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There 
they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of 
Israel.  15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD.   16 I will 
search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak. 
 
Read Mark 6:30-44 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand [additions from Matthew 14:13-21, Luke 9:10-17, 
John 6:1-18] 

Mk 6:30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught.   
Mk 6:31 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a 
chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some 
rest.”  
Mk 6:32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place.  [And he took them and 
withdrew apart to a town called Bethsaida. Luke 9:10] 

Mk 6:33 But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and 
got there ahead of them.   
Mk 6:34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd. So, he began teaching them many things.  
Mk 6:35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” 
they said, “and it’s already very late.   
Mk 6:36 Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy 
themselves something to eat.”  
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Mk 6:37 But he answered, “You give them something to eat.”  [He said to Philip, “Where shall we 
buy bread for these people to eat?” Jn6:9 ]  
Jn 6:6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.  
Jn 6:7 Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages 35 would not buy enough bread for each one to 
have a bite!” [They said to him, “Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to 
them to eat?” Mk 6:37] 
Jn 6:8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up,   
Jn 6:9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go 
among so many?”   
Mk 6:39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass.   
Mk 6:40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties.   
Mk 6:41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and 
broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided 
the two fish among them all [and distributed to those who were seated as much as they 
wanted. He did the same with the fish. Jn 6:11] 
Mk 6:42 They all ate and were satisfied, [he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left 
over. Let nothing be wasted.”  Jn6:12] 
Jn 6:13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves 
left over by those who had eaten.  
Mk 6:44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 

Jn 6:14 After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is 
the Prophet who is to come into the world.”    
Jn 6:15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to 
a mountain by himself.   
 

 
1. There were two significant events prior to the feeding of the 5000.  John the Baptist was beheaded 

by King Herod and the disciples returned from their first mission trip without Jesus.  The disciples 
had just experienced preaching repentance, casting out demons, and healing in Jesus’ name.  What 
was Jesus seeking in his travel to Bethsaida with his disciples? 

  

2. What did they find instead of a solitary place? 

  

3. Mark 6:33 - How did the people get there before Jesus and his disciples arrived by boat? 

  

4. Mark 6:34-37 - Compare Jesus’ response to the crowd’s hunger and that of the disciples. 
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5. Jesus specifically questioned Philip about where to buy bread for the people to eat.  Jesus asked this 
question because Philip was from Bethsaida and if anyone one should know where to buy food it 
should have been Philip (or Andrew and Peter who were also from Bethsaida).  Philip said the right 
thing – that it was impossible.  Why then did Jesus tell them “You give them something to eat”? 

 

6. How had Jesus tested their faith before?  
 

 
 

7. This is the only miracle recorded by all 4 gospel writers.  How was this miracle different from the 
others the disciples witnessed? 

  
 
8. What was Jesus teaching his disciples in this test? 

  
 
9. If Jesus were testing you. How would you complete his questions, “You give them something 

to______________________________________________________________?   
 
 
10. What examples did Jesus set with respect to the meal? 

  
 
11. John 6:14-15 - What was the crowd’s response to the miracle?  And their motives (John 6:26)? 

  
 
Read Matthew 14:22-36 Jesus Walks on Water, Another Test 
14:22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long way 
from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the 
night [between 3 and 6 a.m.] he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
 
14:28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He 
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he 
saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately 
reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 
And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 
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Note: Mark 6:52 Says that the disciples’ hearts were hardened after Jesus stepped into the boat.  Their 
hearts were not hardened in opposition to Jesus and his ministry but were hardened in spiritual 
understanding. They failed to grasp the purpose and full meaning of the miracle of bread and fish as well 
as the stilling of the storm. 
 
Discuss  
12. Compare this encounter with a storm to the disciples’ previous test by a storm (Matthew 8:23-27). 
Matthew 8:23 And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 24 And behold, there arose a 
great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. 25 And 
they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 26 And he said to them, “Why are 
you afraid, you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great 
calm. 27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?” 
 

  
 

13. What does Matthew 14:28 reveal about Peter’s faith since the previous test? 

  
 
14. In view of these miracles, what events are you encountering that seem too great to take to Jesus in 

prayer?  
 

 

Closing Prayer and Blessing 
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Jesus, the Bread of Life  
Lesson 10; John 6:25–71 

 
Prayers 

The account of Jesus declaring that he was the Bread of life sent down from heaven immediately 
followed his miraculous feeding of a crowd of 5000 men plus women and children.  After giving thanks 
to God for the two fish and 5 loaves of bread, Jesus multiplied the gift of the food and fed the crowd 
with 12 baskets full of leftovers.  Afterwards, Jesus and the disciples returned to Capernaum to find the 
crowd waiting and searching for him.  This was the same crowd who witnessed his miraculous healings 
in Capernaum and Bethsaida, who heard him preach, and who were among the 5000 miraculously fed 
on the hills of Israel the day before.  They wanted to make Jesus their king to provide for every need.    

Read John 6:22-40 
John 6: 22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there had 
been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his 
disciples had gone away alone. 23 Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten 
the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his 
disciples, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 
 
25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come 
here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the 
food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has 
set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” 29 Jesus 
answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to 
him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31 Our 
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 
Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
 
35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 
believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37 
All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I 
have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the 
will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last 
day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should 
have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 
 
1. Verse 25-27.  Why was the crowd looking for Jesus? 

  
2. Verse 27-28. Jesus admonishes the crowd for chasing after food.  What does he tell them that they 

should pursue?  
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3. Verse 29.  What work does God require for eternal life? 

  
 
4. Verse 30.  What does the crowd’s demand for a miraculous sign reveal about an unbelieving heart? 

  
5. Verse 31-34.  What miracle would the crowd like to see Jesus perform - continually? 

  
 

6. Verse 32-33.  How is Jesus like the manna the crowd was asking for? 

  
 

7. Verse 35-40. What do the following verses teach about our eternal security? 
a. Vs 37, All those the Father gives,  __________________________. 

b. Vs 37, Jesus will never _______________________________. 

c. Vs 38, Jesus does the ______________________of the Father 

d. Vs 39, The will of the Father is that __________________ shall be lost, _________________ 

raised on the last day. 

e. Vs 40, The will of the Father is that everyone who ________________________________ 

will have eternal life. 

 
Read John 6:41-59 
John 6:41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven.” 42 They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How 
does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among 
yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up 
on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has 
heard and learned from the Father comes to me— 46 not that anyone has seen the Father except he 
who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 
48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give 
for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So 
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I 
will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever 
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent me, and I 
live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread 
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that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread 
will live forever.” 59 Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 
 
8. Verses 41-42.  The crowd knows that Jesus can work miracles and teach with authority.  What can’t 

they accept?  How is this similar to today? 

  
 
9. Round 2 of the conversation.  Jesus pointedly repeats his claims with greater emphasis and uses 

prophetic language – similar to parables.  Fill in the blanks: 
a. Vs. 44 No one can believe in Jesus unless the Father ___________________________.   

b. Vs 45-46 Jesus has seen God because he was _________________________________. 

c. Vs 47 whoever believes Jesus is sent by God from heaven has ____________________. 

10. In verses 48-58 Jesus repeats his teaching about being manna / bread from heaven except that his 
language becomes prophetic – very similar to teaching in parables.  Do you recall the purposes of 
this type of teaching? 

a. Psalm 78:2 to reveal__________________________________________________.   

b. Hosea 12:9-10  to identify_____________________________________________ .  

c. Isaiah 6:9-10 to confound the __________________________________________ . 

 
11. The meaning of verses 48 to 58 is difficult to unravel even considering the purposes for prophetic 

language.  What are some of the benefits of “eating the flesh of the Son of Man and drinking his 
blood”? 

a. Verse 50, 53, 58:    

b. Verse 56:   

c. Discuss what it means to you to “eat the flesh of the Son of Man and to drink his blood”. 

  
 

Read John 6:60-71.   
John 6:60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61 
But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take 
offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and 
life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those 
were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told you 
that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 
 
66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the 
twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the 
Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a 
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devil.” 71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray 
him. 
 
12. It is clear that no one understood Jesus’ teaching.  How did he explain himself to the disciples in 

verse 63?  
  

 
13. Controversy about the meaning John 6:48-58 continues today.   Some denominations emphasize 

aspects of verse 55, others emphasize verse 63. 
a. Some Christians believe Communion is a sacrament while others believe it is an ordinance.  

Luther’s catechism teaches that the word sacrament is from the Greek meaning mystery.  
The mystery is how God does his work through the sacraments of baptism and communion.  
The two sacraments share common elements:   

1. A sacred act.  
2. Instituted by God (Christ). 
3. God joins his word and himself to a visible element (water, wine, bread). 
4. By which God offers, gives, and seals the forgiveness of sins earned by Christ. 

 
b. Christians who believe the sacraments are ordinances believe that an ordinance is a 

prescribed practice that is symbolic of God’s promises and have the following elements in 
common: 

1. Ordered by Christ 
2. Practiced by the early church 
3. Symbols, not required for salvation but practiced to remember Christ’s sacrifice for 

the forgiveness of our sin 
4. Union with God is spiritual  

 
14. How do these two interpretations (Sacrament or Ordinance) impact communion practices in the 

following denominations?  Match the denomination with the beliefs listed below. 
 

Belief Statement 
Number 
 

A. Catholic   _____ 

B. Lutheran  _____ 

C. Methodist  _____ 

D. Baptist  _______ 

E. Quaker  _______ 

Denomination Core Belief Statement: 
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1. Bread and wine (grape juice) are symbols provided by God for spiritual communion with Christ to 
express our thanks for his sacrifice. 

2. Elements remain as bread and wine but the body and blood of Christ are in miraculous and 
mysterious union with the elements for the forgiveness of sin. 

3. Every action in life is consecrated to God as an act of worship, sacraments are not practiced. 
4. Elements are miraculously changed to the body and blood of Christ when consecrated by the priest 

(or pastor) for the forgiveness of sin. 
5. The Lord’s table is open to all adults and children, baptized and unbaptized, to commune with the 

presence of Christ through bread and [grape juice as a substitute for wine].   
 

Closing Prayer and Blessing 
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On the Road with Jesus, Healing, Mission, and Repetition 
Lesson 11, Mark 7-8 

Mark 7 begins with more conflict with the Pharisees.  The Pharisees asked Jesus why his 
disciples did not live according the traditions of the elders by not washing their hands before 
eating. 

Jesus told them they did not honor God by not honoring their father and mother because of the 
exorbitant tithes and offerings they took from people.  Then he told them it wasn’t dirty hands 
that made a person clean or unclean, it was what came out of their heart: Mk 7:21 For from 
within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery,   
Mk 7:22 greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 

The primary focus of Mark 7 and 8 is on how Jesus fulfilled the prophetic Messianic healing of 
the blind, deaf, lame and mute found in Isaiah:  

Isa 35:4 say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he 
will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you.” 
Isa 35:5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  
Isa 35:6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.  

After the conflict with the Pharisees, Jesus and his disciples left Capernaum on a 200-mile round 
trip, first to Tyre and Sidon in modern-day Lebanon and then to Decapolis in (modern-day 
Jordan).  Earlier, Jesus sent out his disciples and gave them the authority to heal and preach.  
He gave them strict orders to only go to Israel, now he was giving them a preview of their 
future evangelism of the Gentiles.  Jesus’ miraculous healing would fulfill the scriptures.  His 
ministry to the Gentiles fulfilled Isaiah 51:4-5 “Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: The 
law will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. Isa 51:5 My righteousness 
draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. 
 

Read Mk 7:24-30 [additional comments from Matthew 15:21-27] 
 
Mk 7:24 Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre [and Sidon]. 25 He entered a house 
and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret.   
Mk 7:25 In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by 
an evil spirit came and fell at his feet.   
 
Mk 7:26 The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon 
out of her daughter [Mt 15:22 crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is 
suffering terribly from demon-possession.”   
[Mt 15:23 Jesus did not answer a word. So, his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her 
away, for she keeps crying out after us.”] 
 

Mt 15:24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”   
Mt 15:25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.  
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Mk 7:27 “First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the 
children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.”  
Mk 7:28 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”  
 
Mt 15:28 Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” 
Mk 7:29 Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.” [Mt 

15:27And her daughter was healed from that very hour.] 

Mk 7:30 She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Discuss 

1. I’ve always found this account a little strange - Jesus walked 80 miles and ducked into house 
in secret.  Why would Jesus want to keep his presence a secret in Tyre? 

  

2. How did the disciples react to the woman with the demon-possessed daughter? 

   

3. A second aspect of this story that is challenging is Jesus’ response to the woman.  Why 
would he go 80 miles just to say no to someone who desperately needed his help? 

  

4. What did Jesus teach his disciples about Gentiles in Tyre? 

  

5. The account of the Syrophoenician woman reminds me of the parable of the judge and the 
persistent widow in Luke 18:1-8.  What do these illustrations teach you about prayer? 

  

The Healing of a Deaf and Mute Man (Found only in Mark)  
Mk 7:31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee 
and into the region of the Decapolis.    
Mk 7:32 There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they 
begged him to place his hand on the man.  
Mk 7:33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. 
Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue.   
Mk 7:34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means, 
“Be opened!”).   
Mk 7:35 At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak 
plainly.   
Mk 7:36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone.  But the more he did so, the more they kept 
talking about it.   
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Mk 7:37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. 
“He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

6. The healing of the deaf and mute man is the only account of a deaf man in scripture making 
it a critical account in fulfilling Messianic prophecies in Isaiah regarding the deaf hearing in 
the day of the Lord Isa 29:18, 42:18, and 35:5-6, “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute 
tongue shout for joy.” 

 
Healings were a powerful testimony that Jesus was the Messiah.  When John the Baptist asked 
Jesus if he was the Messiah, Jesus referred to the healing miracles as the proof: 

“Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see:   
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor (Matthew 11:4-5)”.   

This healing has the unusual aspects of Jesus using spit, putting his fingers into the man’s ears, 
and a deep sigh.  No one knows why Jesus did these things but what might his sigh mean?  

  

7. Comment on the response of the people to the healing of the deaf and mute man. 

  

Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand 
 
Mk 8:1 During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus 
called his disciples to him and said, 2 “I have compassion for these people; they have already 
been with me three days and have nothing to eat.  3 If I send them home hungry, they will 
collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance.”  
Mk 8:4 His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to 
feed them?”  
Mk 8:5 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they replied.  
Mk 8:6 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and 
given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people, and they 
did so.  7 They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples 
to distribute them.    
Mk 8:8 The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of 
broken pieces that were left over.  9 About four thousand men were present. And having sent 
them away, 10 he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha.  
Mk 8:11 The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a sign 
from heaven.    
Mk 8:12 He sighed deeply and said, “Why does this generation ask for a miraculous sign? I tell you 
the truth, no sign will be given to it.”   
Mk 8:13 Then he left them, got back into the boat and crossed to the other side. 
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8. What lessons did the disciples need to relearn from the feeding of the five thousand? 
 
 
 
The Healing of a Blind Man at Bethsaida (Found only in Mark) 
 
Mk 8:22 They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to 
touch him.   
Mk 8:23 He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had spit on 
the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?”  
Mk 8:24 He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking around.”  
Mk 8:25 Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight 
was restored, and he saw everything clearly.   
Mk 8:26 Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t go into the village.’” 

9. The healing of the blind man of Bethsaida is the only example of a two-stage healing in the 
New Testament.  No one knows why.  What does Jesus willingness to lay hands on the man 
a second time teach you about Jesus’ compassion? 
 
 

10. A second unusual aspect of the healing is that it is one of three examples of Jesus using spit 
in the healing.  Again, no one knows why (although there is much speculation)!  The others 
are the healing of the deaf and mute (Mark 7: 31-37) and the man born blind (John 9:6).  
There was no prevalent thought at Jesus’ time that spit had healing properties.  Jesus 
healed with touch, word, prayer, from a distance – and with spit.  What might have resulted 
if Jesus healed by the same method each time? 

 

 

11.  The disciples needed to learn and relearn Jesus’ instruction on compassion toward others, 
his miraculous provision for the needs of others as creator, and empowerment of his 
disciples in his name.  What lessons and truths do you find you continually need to learn? 

 
 

Closing Prayer (from John Baillie) 

O most loving God, who in the Person of Your Son Jesus Christ did manifest Your love to 
man by relieving all manner of suffering and healing all manner of disease, grant Your blessing, I 
pray, the joy of a life surrendered to Christ's service and the peace of sin forgiven through the 
power of His Cross. Amen. 
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Preparations for Glory: Peter’s Confession, Predictions of Death, Transfiguration                          
 Lesson 12; Mark 8:27-9:13, Matthew 16:13-17:13, Luke 9:18-36 

  

Background – turning point Matthew 16:2 

1. Rejection by the people after demanding a sign of more miraculous food, John 6:25-71  
2. Jesus went to the Gentiles in Tyre, Sidon, and the Decapolis, Matthew 15:21-28, Mark 7:24-37 
3. Rejection by Pharisees and Sadducees, demand for a sign, Matthew 16:1-4 
4. Turning point in Matthew 16:2 –Matthew proclaimed who Jesus was by birth, baptism, healings, 

miracles over nature; now Jesus was preparing for Jerusalem and death on the cross.  

Peters Confession, Mark 8:27-30. Parallel verses in Matthew 16:13-20, Luke 9:18-20 

Mk 8:27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he 
asked them, “Who do people say I [the Son of Man] am?”  
Mk 8:28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the 
prophets.”  
Mk 8:29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the 
Christ.’”   
[Mt 16:17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 
man, but by my Father in heaven.    
Mt 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it.   
Mt 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”] 
Mk 8:30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.   

1. Vs 27.  Jesus asked his disciples “Who do people say I am?” It is surprising there were so many 
different responses!  What do the different responses reveal about their thinking? 

a. Son of Man, Daniel 7:13-14, Psalm 8:4-5 

b. John the Baptist, Luke 9:7-9 

c. Elijah, Malachi 3:1, 4:5 

d. Jeremiah or one of the prophets, Jeremiah 30:8-9 

 
2. Vs 15. Peter alone showed insight into Jesus’ identity. How might Peter, like his fellow Jews, have 

perceived the Messiah/Christ based on scripture?  See also:  Isaiah 2, 11, 42, Jeremiah 23, 30, 33, 
Micah 4, Zechariah 14:9 
 

a. Isaiah 2:1-4 the Lord’s ______________ will be established, the Lord will teach  

___________________, the Lord will judge  _______________________, settle disputes, 

and bring peace. 

b. Isaiah 42:13 – The Lord will be like a ____________________________. 
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c. Jeremiah 23:5-6 He will be a king in the line of ____________________to reign and save 

_______________________. 

Jesus Predicts His death, Mark 16:21-28, Parallel verses in Matthew 16:21-28, Luke 9:22-27 

 
[Mt 16:21 From that time on] Mk 8:31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he 
must be killed and after three days rise [to life] again.    
Mk 8:32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. [“Never, 
Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”] 
Mk 8:33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, 
Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  
Mk 8:34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.    
Mk 8:35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the 
gospel will save it.    
Mk 8:36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?   
Mk 8:37 Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?   
Mk 8:38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the 
Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels [Mt 

16:27 and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.”] 
Mk 9:1 And he said to them, “I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God come with power.”   

1. Verse 21. What did the disciples learn about what would happen to Jesus in the near future?  
  
 

2. Unlike the Messiah as a mighty warrior, Jesus’ pointed to other Messianic prophecies:  
a. Isaiah 53:4-6 [Messiah] would be ___________________ for our transgressions.  

b. Isaiah 53:10 The Lord will cause [the Messiah] to ___________________.  

c. John 3:14-15, Numbers 21:8-9.  The [Messiah] must be __________________ so that 
everyone who believes will have _____________________ life. 
 

d. Deuteronomy 16:5-6 The [Lamb of God] must be sacrificed in ________________________. 

e. 1 Corinthians 15:20 [Messiah] must rise from the dead on the third day as the 
_____________________ of those who have fallen asleep.  See also Psalm 16:10, Hosea 6:2  
 

3. Verse 22. Why do you think Peter rebuked Jesus?  

 

4. Verse 23.  Why did Jesus call Peter Satan?  
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5. Verse 24-25.  What do you think Jesus meant by telling his disciples to “take up their cross and lose 
their life”. Consider what life is given up and what life is gained. 

 

Transfiguration, [Parallel verses in Matthew 17:1-13, Luke 9:28-36]  

Mk 9:2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John [the brother of James], with him and led 
them up a high mountain [to pray], where they were all alone. There he was transfigured 
before them.   
[Lk 9:29 As he was praying, Mt 17:2His face shone like the sun,] Mk 9:3 His clothes became dazzling 
white [as bright as a flash of lightning], whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.   
Mk 9:4 And there appeared before them [in glorious splendor] Elijah and Moses, who were talking 
with Jesus. [Lk 9:31 They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at 
Jerusalem.] 
[Lk 9:32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw 
his glory and the two men standing with him.] 
Mk 9:5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one 
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”   
Mk 9:6 (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)  
Mk 9:7 Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my 
Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”   
[Mt 17:6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. Mt 17:7 But Jesus 
came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.”] 
[Lk 9:36 When the voice had spoken,] Mk 9:8 suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer 
saw anyone with them except Jesus.  
Mk 9:9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what 
they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.   
Mk 9:10 They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what “rising from the dead” meant.  
Mk 9:11 And they asked him, “Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?”  
Mk 9:12 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all things. Why then is it 
written that the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected?    
Mk 9:13 But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to him everything they wished, just as 
it is written about him.”  

[Mt 17:13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist.] 
 
 
1. Summarize what happed on the Mount of Transfiguration.  

 
 

2. How did the transfiguration strengthen the disciples? How did it strengthen Jesus?  
  
 

3. Verse 3. What is significant about the appearance of Moses and Elijah? 
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a. John 1:45 

b. Malachi 3:1, 4:5-6 

c. Genesis 12:1-3  

 
4. Vs 16:20 and 17:9. Why do you think Jesus did not want his disciples to tell others that he was the 

Christ or that he was transfigured with Moses and Elijah? 
 
 
 

5. Mark 9:10 Why were the disciples so slow to understand what Jesus meant by rising from the dead? 

 

6. Verse 11-13.  What does the account of John the Baptist and Elijah reveal about the fulfillment of 
prophecy?   

 

7. After all the times I have read this account, I never noticed Jesus touch to calm the disciple’s fears.  
When has someone acted as Christ to you, reaching to with a gentle touch or hug to reassure you in 
the face of great fear? 

 

Closing Prayer by John Baillie 

Mighty and merciful Father, whose power and whose love always work together for the 
protection of Your children, give me grace today to put my trust in You. 

Father, I pray: 

• for faith to believe that You rule the world in truth and righteousness 

• for faith to believe that if I seek first Your Kingdom and righteousness, You'll provide 
for all my other needs 

• for faith to let go of any anxious thought, to believe Your mercies will always continue 

• for faith to see Your purpose of love behind the scenes of what is happening in the 
world today 

• for faith to be calm and brave in the face of any dangers I'll meet with today 

• for faith to believe in the power of Your love to melt my cold heart and swallow up 
my sin 

• for faith to put my trust in love rather than in force, when other people harden their 
hearts against me 
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• for faith to believe in the ultimate victory of Your Holy Spirit over disease and death 
and all the powers of darkness 

• for faith to make good of the suffering that You have chosen for me to endure 

• for faith to leave in Your hands the health and safety of all those dear to me, 
especially _____ and _____ 

God, so many people who came before me have trusted You and weren't disappointed, so 
remove now all my useless anxieties and paralyzing fears. Give me a cheerful and positive spirit, 
and peace in doing Your will. For Christ's sake, amen. 
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Who Will Be the Greatest? 

In the weeks prior to the last Passover, Jesus began preparing his disciples for his death.  The 
disciples, it seemed had learned nothing in their time with Jesus.  They argued among 
themselves who would be the greatest, they could not heal a demon possessed boy because 
they relied on their own confidence rather than prayer, and they discouraged children from 
coming to Jesus.  He loved them, instructed them, and they continued to argue. 
 
Who Will Be the Greatest [comments from Luke 9:46-48] 
 
Mk 9:30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know 
where they were,31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is 
going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.”     
Mk 9:32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 
 
Mt 18:1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 
 
Mk 9:33 They came to Capernaum.  When he was in the house, he asked them [knowing their 
thoughts], “What were you arguing about on the road?”   
Mk 9:34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.   
Mk 9:35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be 
the very last, and the servant of all.”   
Mk 9:36 He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to 
them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and 
whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” [For he who is least 
among you all—he is the greatest.]     
 
1. It seems hard to understand why the disciples could not understand Jesus’ statement on his 

death and resurrection. Why was this so hard for them to understand? 
 
 
2. Being great in the Kingdom of God was completely contrary to idea of greatness in Jesus’s 

day as it is in ours.  What did Jesus say the qualities of great leadership were in his 
kingdom? 
 

 
3. What did Jesus mean by illustrating greatness by welcoming a child? 

 
 
Whoever Is Not Against Us Is for Us  
 
Mk 9:38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we told him 
to stop, because he was not one of us.”   
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Mk 9:39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “No one who does a miracle in my name can in the next 
moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against us is for us.    
Mk 9:41 I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong 
to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.   
 
Causing to Sin  
 
Mk 9:42 “And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better 
for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck.    
 
[Mt 18:7 “Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin! Such things must 
come, but woe to the man through whom they come!] 
 
Mk 9:43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with 
two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.    
Mk 9:45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than 
to have two feet and be thrown into hell.    
Mk 9:47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48 where “‘their worm does 
not die, and the fire is not quenched.’     
Mk 9:49 Everyone will be salted with fire.  
Mk 9:50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”   
 
4. Mark 9:42-50 are some of the hard sayings of Jesus.  Do you think these are literal or 

hyperbole? 
 
 
5. How does Jesus illustrate hell? 

 
 

6. Have salt in yourselves?  What did Jesus mean by this? 
 
 
Divorce [Additional comments from Matthew 19:1-9] 
 
Mk 10:1 Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the Jordan.  Again, 
crowds of people came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them.   
Mk 10:2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?”  
Mk 10:3 “What did Moses command you?” he replied.  
Mk 10:4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”l   
Mk 10:5 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied.   
Mk 10:6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’     
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Mk 10:7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,   
Mk 10:8 and the two will become one flesh.’  So they are no longer two, but one.   
Mk 10:9 Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”  
Mk 10:10 When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this.   
Mk 10:11 He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits 
adultery against her.    
Mk 10:12 And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”  
 
[Mt 19:9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and 
marries another woman commits adultery.” 
 Mt 19:10 The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better 
not to marry.” 
Mt 19:11 Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word (not to marry), but only those to 
whom it has been given. 12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others 
were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of 
heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.”] 
 

Discuss 

7. What is God’s unchanging plan for marriage? 

 

8. There are many things that can destroy the intimacy God intended in marriage – constant 
arguing, lying, physical abuse, addiction, to name a few.  Why is the discussion focused on 
the act adultery in the discussion with Pharisees?   

  

9. In view of Jesus’ statement, what comfort can a Christian offer a divorced person? 

  
 

10. What do these passages teach about being single? 

  

 
The Little Children and Jesus (also found in Matthew 19:13-15 and Luke 18:15-17) 
 
Mk 10:13 People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples 
rebuked them.   
Mk 10:14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.    
Mk 10:15 I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it.”    
Mk 10:16 And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.  
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11. Jesus showed his love for children during his ministry and held them up as examples for 
adults to emulate.  What are the qualities of children we need to have to receive the 
kingdom of heaven? 

 
 
The Rich Young Man (covered in the next lesson) 
 
Jesus Again Predicts His Death [also found in Mt 20:17-19 and Lk 18:31-33]  
 
Mk 10:32 They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples 
were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again, he took the Twelve aside and 
told them what was going to happen to him.   
Mk 10:33 “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the 
chief priests and teachers of the law.  They will condemn him to death and will hand him over 
to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he 
will rise.” 

 

[Lk 18:34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and 
they did not know what he was talking about.] 

 

12. How does this this prediction of his death compare to the previous prediction the disciples 
did not understand? 

 

13. The disciples did not understand what Jesus was telling them but had the courage to follow, 
even onto death.  What situations have you faced in fear, without understanding, but with 
faith? 

 
The Request of James and John [Comment inserted from Mt 20:20-28] 
 
Mk 10:35 Then [the mother of] James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” 
they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”  
Mk 10:36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.  
Mk 10:37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”   
Mk 10:38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be 
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”   
Mk 10:39 “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be 
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, v    
Mk 10:40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for 
whom they have been prepared [by my Father].”  
Mk 10:41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John.   
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Mk 10:42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.   
Mk 10:43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 

14. Jesus admonition on the road through Galilee (Mark 9:30-37) did not finish the argument 
between the disciples as to who would be greatest and sit at Jesus’ right hand in his kingdom.  
What did they and their mother completely misunderstand about how his kingdom would be 
established? 

  

15. What did they misunderstand about his kingdom? 

  

16. What does being a slave to all actually look like in your life, the life a disciple? 

  

Closing prayer 

Divine Love, who eternally stands outside the closed doors of the souls of men, knocking ever 
and again, will You not now give me grace to throw open all of my soul? Tonight let every bolt 
and lock be released that has so far robbed my life of air and light and love. 

Give me an open ear, God, that I may hear Your voice calling me to high undertaking. Too 
often have I been deaf to the appeals You have addressed to me, but now give me courage to 
answer, Here am I, send me. And when any one of Your children, my human brothers, cries out 
in need, give me an open ear to hear in that cry Your call to service. 

Give me an open mind, God, a mind ready to receive and to welcome such new light of 
knowledge as it is Your will to reveal to me. Let not the past ever be so dear to me as to set a 
limit to the future. Give me courage to change my mind, when that is needed. Let me be 
tolerant to the thoughts of others and hospitable to such light as may come to me through 
them. 

Give me open eyes, God, eyes quick to discover Your indwelling in the world which You have 
made. Let all lovely things fill me with gladness and let them uplift my mind to Your everlasting 
loveliness. Forgive all my past blindness to the grandeur and glory of nature, to the charm of 
little children, to the beautiful things in human history, and to all the intimations of Your 
presence which these things contain. 
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Give me open hands, God, hands ready to share with all who are in want the blessings with 
which You have enriched my life. Deliver me from all meanness and stinginess. Let me hold my 
money in stewardship and all my worldly goods in trust for You; to whom now be all honor and 
glory. Amen 

  



 64 

Lesson 14, Mark 9-11 

The accounts in this lesson take place in the closing months of Jesus’ ministry, after Jesus was 
transfigured and on the road Jerusalem for his final Passover and death.  While on the road to 
Jerusalem, Jesus continued his ministry of healing, teaching, and preaching.  These final 
encounters before entering Jerusalem illustrate the power of faith – even weak faith of those 
who will enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 
The Healing of a Boy with an Evil Spirit, Parallel accounts in Mt 17:14-19; 22, 23; Lk 9:37-45  
 
Mk 9:14 When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the 
teachers of the law arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were 
overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him.  
Mk 9:16 “What are you arguing with them about?” he asked.  
Mk 9:17 A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a 
spirit that has robbed him of speech.  18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. 
He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out 
the spirit, but they could not.”  
Mk 9:19 “O unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall 
I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.”  
Mk 9:20 So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a 
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.   
Mk 9:21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” he 
answered. 22 “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, 
take pity on us and help us.”  
Mk 9:23 “ ‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for him who believes.”   
Mk 9:24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”  
Mk 9:25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. “You 
deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.”  
Mk 9:26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a 
corpse that many said, “He’s dead.”   
Mk 9:27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.  
Mk 9:28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it 
out?”  
Mk 9:29 He replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer.’” [Mt 17:20 “Because you have so little 
faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move.  Nothing will be impossible for you.’”] 
Mk 9:30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know 
where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is 
going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.”    
Mk 9:32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 
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1. Describe the scene Jesus, Peter, James and John encountered after seeing Jesus in glory on 
the mountain of the transfiguration. 

  

2. What do you think the disciples and the pharisees were arguing about based on previous 
accounts about healing and casting out of demons? 

  

3. What is the intent of evil? 
  
 

4. Why were the disciples unable to heal the boy? 

 

5. What do you learn about the attributes of true faith from the father? 
  
 

6. What issues do you struggle with where your faith is like the father of the boy – “I do 
believe, help me overcome my unbelief!”  Perhaps the struggle is with a sin that is 
seemingly undefeatable, or guilt that seems unforgivable, or a relationship that seems 
unrestorable but nothing is impossible with God. 

 
The Rich Young Man, Parallel accounts in Mt 19:16-30; Lk 18:18-30  
 
Mk 10:17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 
teacher,” he asked, “what [Mt 19:17 good thing] must I do to inherit eternal life?”   
Mk 10:18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone.   
 [Mt 19:17 If you want to enter life, obey the commandments] Mk 10:19 You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false 
testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother [Mt 19:19 and love your neighbor as 
yourself].’ ’”   
Mk 10:20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”  
Mk 10:21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “[Mt 19:21 If you want to 
be perfect] Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven.  Then come, follow me.”   
Mk 10:22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.  
Mk 10:23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God!”  
Mk 10:24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to 
enter the kingdom of God!    
Mk 10:25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.”   



 66 

Mk 10:26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be 
saved?”  
Mk 10:27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things 
are possible with God.”   
Mk 10:28 Peter said to him, “We have left everything to follow you!”   
Mk 10:29 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel Mk 10:30 will fail to receive a hundred 
times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—and 
with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.  
Mk 10:31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 

7. What did the young man think was required for eternal life? 

  

8. What did Jesus tell him, in love (Mk 10:21), he lacked for eternal life? 

  

 
9. How does Jesus’ statement that only God is good in verse 18 relate to his admonition to sell 

everything in verse 21? 

  

10. Does Jesus’ admonition to sell everything apply to everyone or was he making a point to the 
young man? 

  
 

11. What obstacle stands in the way to the wealthy? Also consider Matthew 6:24 “No one can 
serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” 

  

12. Why was Jesus’ teaching about wealth so astonishing to the disciples? 

  

13. The key passage to understanding Jesus’ teaching is found in verse 27.  How does anyone, 
rich or poor, enter the kingdom of heaven? 

  

14. Discuss the following statement: “The young man’s question shows the ultimate division 
between Christianity and every single other religion in the world”. 

  

 



 67 

Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight, Parallel accounts in Mt 20:29-34; Lk 18:35-43  
 
Mk 10:46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were 
leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the 
roadside begging.   
Mk 10:47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!”  
Mk 10:48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!”  
Mk 10:49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your 
feet! He’s calling you.”   
Mk 10:50 Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.  
Mk 10:51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I 
want to see.”  
Mk 10:52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and 
followed Jesus along the road. [Lk 18:43 When all the people saw it, they also praised God.] 
 
15. Matthew indicates there were two blind men calling out to Jesus.  How does their plea 

(verse 47) reveal their faith? 

  

Closing Prayer by John Baillie 

Eternal God, though I cannot see You with my eyes or touch You with my hands, yet grant 
me this day a clear confidence of Your reality and power. Do not let me go to my work 
believing only in the world of sense and time, but give me grace to understand that the 
world I cannot see or touch is the most real world of all. My life today will be lived in time, 
but eternal issues will be concerned in it. The needs of my body will make themselves 
known, but it is for the needs of my soul that I must care the most. My business will be with 
physical things, but behind them let me be aware of spiritual things. Let me keep steadily in 
mind that the things that matter are not money or possessions, not houses or lands, not 
bodily comfort or bodily pleasure; but truth and honor and meekness and helpfulness and a 
pure love of Yourself. 

• For the power You have given me to lay hold of things unseen: 

• For the strong sense I have that this is not my home: 

• For my restless heart which nothing finite can satisfy: 

I give You thanks, God. 

• For the invasion of my soul by Your Holy Spirit: 

• For all human love and goodness that speak to me of You: 
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• For the fullness of Your glory poured out in Jesus Christ: 

I give You thanks, God. 

I, a pilgrim of eternity, stand before You, O eternal One. Do not let me seek to deaden or 
destroy the desire for You that disturbs my heart. Let me rather yield myself to its constraint 
and go where it leads me. Make me wise to see all things today in their eternal form, and make 
me brave to face all the changes in my life which such a vision may entail, through the grace of 
Christ my Savior. Amen. 
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The Triumphal Entry 
Lesson 15, Mark 11, Matthew 21:1-9, Luke 19:38-44, John 12:12-19 

 

Read Mark 11:1-11, Parallel verses in Matthew 21:1-9, Luke 19:38-44, John 12:12-19 

Mk 11:1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, Mk 11:2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and 
just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and 
bring it here.  Mk 11:3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it 
and will send it back here shortly.’”  
 
Mk 11:4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway.  As they untied it, Mk 

11:5 some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?”   
Mk 11:6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go.   
Mk 11:7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 
 

[Mt 21:4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  
Mt 21:5 “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” (Zechariah 9:9)] 
 
[Jn 12:16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they 
realize that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to 
him.] 
 
[Lk 19:37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives,]   
Mk 11:8 Many people [Mt 21:8 a very large crowd] spread their cloaks on the road, while others 
spread [palm] branches they had cut in the fields.   
Mk 11:9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, “Hosanna [Mt 21:9 to the Son of David!”!’”] 
“Blessed is he [the king] who comes in the name of the Lord!”   
Mk 11:10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
[Lk 19:39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”   
Lk 19:40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”   
Lk 19:41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it Lk 19:42 and said, “If you, 
even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from 
your eyes. Lk 19:43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 
against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. Lk 19:44 They will dash you to the 
ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, 
because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” 
 
Mk 11:11a Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple.  
 
[Mt 21:10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”  
Mt 21:11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”] 
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[Jn 12:17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him 
from the dead continued to spread the word. Jn 12:18 Many people, because they had heard that 
he had given this miraculous sign, went out to meet him. 
 
Jn 12:19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the 
whole world has gone after him!”] 

Mk 11:11b He (Jesus ) looked around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to 
Bethany with the Twelve. 

Discuss 

1. How was Jesus’s identity as Messiah demonstrated as he entered Jerusalem?   
a. Mk 11:1-3   

 
b. Mt 21:4-5   

 
c. Mt 21:9   

 
d. Lk 19:39-44   

 
2. The greeting of Hosanna is a request of God to “Save us.” Hosanna is found only in Psalm 118:25 and 

is a processional praising God.  By the time of Jesus, the Psalm had become part of the liturgical 
celebration of the Passover and Feast of Tabernacles.  Read Psalm 118:24-28 to better understand 
how the processional shouts of “Hosanna” fulfill Messianic prophecy. 

 
Psalm 118:24 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  25 Save us, we 
pray, O LORD!  O LORD, we pray, give us success!  26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!  
We bless you from the house of the LORD.  27 The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon 
us.  Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 
 
118:28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you. 

  
 

3. How might others have missed that Jesus was the Messiah? 

 

4. Have you unexpectedly encountered God’s presence in humble circumstances?  

  

Read Mark 11:12-19, Parallel Passages in Matthew 21:12-17, Luke 19:45-47 

Mk 11:12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry.   
Mk 11:13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he 
reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. Mk 11:14 Then he 
said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it.  
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Mk 11:15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out those who 
were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the 
benches of those selling doves, Mk 11:16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise 
through the temple courts.   
Mk 11:17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations’ (Isaiah 56:7)? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers (Jeremiah 7:11).’ ”  
  

[Mt 21:14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them.    
Mt 21:15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did 
and the children shouting in the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were 
indignant.   
Mt 21:16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. “Yes,” replied Jesus, 
“have you never read, “‘From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise’(Psalm 
8:2)?”] 
Mk 11:18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to 
kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.   
Mk 11:19 When evening came, they went out of the city [Mt21:17 to Bethany and lodged there.]   

 

5. Jesus ended his public ministry the way it began – by clearing the temple of money changers and 
animal sellers.  Jesus called the temple a “den of robbers”, quoting Jeremiah 7:11.  Read the passage 
and consider the historical events at Shiloh and Ephraim that Jeremiah’s prophecy relates to.  

Jeremiah 7:11 Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? 
Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the LORD. 12 Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I 
made my name dwell at first, and see what I did to it because of the evil of my people Israel. 13 And 
now, because you have done all these things, declares the LORD, and when I spoke to you persistently 
you did not listen, and when I called you, you did not answer, 14 therefore I will do to the house that is 
called by my name, and in which you trust, and to the place that I gave to you and to your fathers, as I 
did to Shiloh. 15 And I will cast you out of my sight, as I cast out all your kinsmen, all the offspring of 
Ephraim. 

a. What was significant about Shiloh and Ephraim?  

  

b. What was Jesus telling the priests who came to rebuke him overturning the tables in the 
temple court of the gentiles and for healing the blind and lame? 

  
 
6. Matthew includes the accounts of the healing of the blind and lame at the temple and hosannas 

from children as the fulfillment of additional Messianic prophecies.  These refer to Isaiah 35:4-6, and 
Psalm 8:1-2.   
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Isaiah 35:4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come 
with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 
 
35:5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then shall the 
lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
 
Psalm 8:1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above 
the heavens. 2  Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength because of your 
foes, to still the enemy and the avenger. (Note the NIV translation for verse 2 is “From the lips of 
children and infants you have ordained praise”). 

 
a. What was the response of the chief priests and teachers of the law who knew the full context 

of the scriptures being quoted? 
 
  

 
Closing and Blessing from John Baillie 

You to whom I owe the gift of this day's life, give also, I ask You, the spirit to use it as I should. 
Forbid that I should stain the brightness of the morning with any evil thought or darken the 
afternoon with any shameful deed. Let Your Holy Spirit breathe into my heart today all pure 
and heavenly desires. Let Your truth inform my mind. Let Your justice and righteousness make a 
throne within me and rule my misbehaving will. Let Christ be formed in me, and let me learn of 
Him all humility of heart, all gentleness of behavior, all modesty of speech, all helpfulness of 
action, and promptness in the doing of my Father's will. 

You who surround the whole earth with Your most merciful favors and desires that none of 
Your children should perish, I would call down Your blessing today upon all who are striving 
towards the making of a better world. I pray, God, especially: 

• for all who are valiant for truth 

• for all who are working for purer and juster laws 

• for all who are working for peace between the nations 

• for all who are engaged in healing disease 

• for all who are engaged in the relief of poverty 

• for all who are engaged in the rescue of the fallen 

• for all who are working towards the restoration of the broken unity of Your Holy 
Church 

• for all who preach the gospel 

• for all who bear witness to Christ in foreign lands 
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• for all who suffer for the sake of righteousness. 

Cast down, Lord, all the forces of cruelty and wrong. Defeat all selfish and worldly-minded 
schemes, and prosper all that is conceived among us in the spirit of Christ and carried out to the 
honor of His blessed name. Amen. 
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Lesson 16, The Kingdom of Heaven 

Mark 12, 13 

Introduction 

Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a colt of donkey and was ushered by a crowd waving palm branches and 
shouting of hosanna.  Then he went to the temple drove out all who were selling livestock and 
overturned the tables of the money changer quoting the prophet Jeremiah 7:11-15, 11“It is written, ‘My 
house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.  15 And I will cast you out of 
my sight, as I cast out all your kinsmen, all the offspring of Ephraim.”  He healed the blind and lame who 
were brought to him.  The chief priests and scribes became indignant when they heard the judgment 
against them, saw the miracles Jesus did, and heard the praise of children and adults in the crowd.   

Jesus returned to Bethany after clearing the temple.  Early the next morning Jesus entered the temple 
courts and was immediately confronted by the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law about his 
authority to teach the people. He addressed the pharisees and the crowd through parables and 
illustrations about the kingdom of heaven, judgement, and signs of the end of the age until the Son of 
Man returned.  The phrase, “the kingdom of heaven” is only found in Matthew and is synonymous with 
the “kingdom of God” found in the other gospels.  Matthew quotes Jesus as using both expressions. 
 
Jesus taught in parables to fulfill scripture, Psalm 78:2, “I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter 
things hidden since the creation of the world.” Parables were spoken to reveal the hidden wisdom of 
God, to confound the hard hearted, and as a sign of a prophet of God ((Ezekiel 21:2, Hosea 12:10).  

In Galilee and Judea, Jesus spoke parables like the mustard seed, yeast, and talents to describe how the 
kingdom of heaven, God’s kingdom, would spread through the entire world.  Through other parables 
like the good Samaritan, the prodigal son, and the widow and wicked judge, Jesus taught his disciples 
about loving their neighbors and enemies, forgiveness, and persistence in prayer, 

In this lesson we will focus on Jesus’ final public teaching in Jerusalem. 

 
The Authority of Jesus Questioned, Parallel verses in Mt 21:23-27; Lk 20:1-8  
 
Mk 11:27 They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the 
chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him.   
Mk 11:28 “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you 
authority to do this?”  
Mk 11:29 Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things.   
Mk 11:30 John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or from men? Tell me!”  
Mk 11:31 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, 
‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’   
Mk 11:32 But if we say, ‘From men’ . . . .” (They feared the people, for everyone held that John 
really was a prophet.)    
Mk 11:33 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things.” 
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1. This preface to Jesus teaching in the temple courts is found in Matthew, Mark, and Luke and 
provides the basis for Jesus’ teaching in parables.   
a. Why did the chief priest’s questions Jesus’ authority? 

  
 

b. Since the priests asked, why didn’t Jesus simply answer directly that he was the Messiah as he 
had during the fall Festival of the Tabernacles and the winter festival of Hanukah? 

 
  
 
The Parable of the Tenants, Parallel verses in Mt 21:33-46; Lk 20:9-19  
 
Mk 12:1 He then began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall 
around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to 
some farmers and went away on a journey.   
Mk 12:2 At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of 
the vineyard.   
Mk 12:3 But they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed.   
Mk 12:4 Then he sent another servant to them; they struck this man on the head and treated him 
shamefully.   
Mk 12:5 He sent still another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; some of them they 
beat, others they killed.  
Mk 12:6 “He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’  
Mk 12:7 “But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’   
Mk 12:8 So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.  
Mk 12:9 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and 
give the vineyard to others.   
Mk 12:10 Haven’t you read this scripture: “ ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the 
capstone;   
Mk 12:11 the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? (Psalm118:2)”   
Mk 12:12 Then they looked for a way to arrest him because they knew he had spoken the parable 
against them. But they were afraid of the crowd; so they left him and went away.   
 
2. The parable of the tenants was accompanied by the parable of the two sons (Matthew 21).  Both 

parables are set in a vineyard, a familiar image to the people taken from Isaiah 5:1-7.   

Isa 5:1 I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile 
hillside.  
Isa 5:2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines.  He built a watchtower 
in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad 
fruit.   
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Isa 5:3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. Isa 5:4 What 
more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it?  When I looked for good grapes, 
why did it yield only bad? Isa 5:5 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away 
its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. Isa 5:6 I will make it a 
wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. I will command the 
clouds not to rain on it.”  
 
Isa 5:7 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are the garden of 
his delight. And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.   

a. What is the vineyard in Isaiah’s parable? 

  

b. What is the theme of Isaiah’s parable that Jesus will follow? 

  

3. The Pharisees understood the parable was against them.   
a. Who were the Pharisees in the Parable? 

  

b. Who is the owner of the vineyard? 

  

c. Who were the servants? 

  
 

d. Who was the son of vineyard owner? 

  

4.  What warning did Jesus give the Pharisees for their actions? 

  

5.  After the warning, Jesus speaks prophetically, reciting Psalm 118:22-23, words without any 
apparent connection to the parable.  What did Jesus mean by reciting this Psalm to the 
Pharisees and how is actually connected to the parable? 
 

Ps 118:22 The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;   
Ps 118:23 the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.  
Ps 118:24 This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

  
Paying Taxes to Caesar, Parallel verses in Mt 22:15-22; Lk 20:20-26  
 
Mk 12:13 Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words.   
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Mk 12:14 They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know you are a man of integrity. You aren’t 
swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God 
in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?   
Mk 12:15 Should we pay or shouldn’t we?” But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to 
trap me?” he asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.”   
Mk 12:16 They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose portrait is this? And whose 
inscription?” “Caesar’s,” they replied.  
Mk 12:17 Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” And 
they were amazed at him.  
 
6. At this point, the priests are planning to trap Jesus and murder him but Judas had not come 

forward with his plan to betray Jesus.  What was their thinking behind the trap of the taxes? 
 
  
Marriage at the Resurrection, Parallel verses in Mt 22:23-33; Lk 20:27-38  
 
Mk 12:18 Then the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question.   
Mk 12:19 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife 
but no children, the man must marry the widow and have children for his brother.   
Mk 12:20 Now there were seven brothers. The first one married and died without leaving any 
children.   
Mk 12:21 The second one married the widow, but he also died, leaving no child. It was the same 
with the third.   
Mk 12:22 In fact, none of the seven left any children. Last of all, the woman died too.   
Mk 12:23 At the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?”  
Mk 12:24 Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power 
of God?   
Mk 12:25 When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like 
the angels in heaven.    
Mk 12:26 Now about the dead rising—have you not read in the book of Moses, in the account of 
the bush, how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob’?   
Mk 12:27 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. You are badly mistaken!”  
 
7. What great teaching did Jesus turn this question into? 
 
 
  
8. The chief role of the Sadducees was administration of temple worship.  They were not 

friendly to Jesus and were not seeking his counsel.  What might they have hoped to 
accomplish by this overly complex question? 
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 The Greatest Commandment, Parallel verses in Mt 22:34-40  
 
Mk 12:28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had 
given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most 
important?”  
Mk 12:29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one.   
Mk 12:30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’    
Mk 12:31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no commandment greater 
than these.”  
Mk 12:32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there 
is no other but him.    
Mk 12:33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, 
and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”  
Mk 12:34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.”  And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.   
 
Whose Son Is the Christ? Parallel verses in Mt 22:41-46, Mt 23:1-7; Lk 20:41-44, Lk 20:45-47  
 
Mk 12:35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, “How is it that the teachers of 
the law say that the Christ is the son of David?    
Mk 12:36 David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at 
my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.” ’    
Mk 12:37 David himself calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?” The large crowd listened to 
him with delight.  
Mk 12:38 As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to walk around 
in flowing robes and be greeted in the marketplaces,   
Mk 12:39 and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at 
banquets.    
Mk 12:40 They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be 
punished most severely.”  
 
9. Jesus’ discussion on the son of David delighted the crowd but what serious point was he 

making? 
 

  
 
10. What charges did Jesus say the Pharisees would be punished for? 
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The Widow’s Offering, Parallel verses in Lk 21:1-4  
Mk 12:41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 
putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.   
Mk 12:42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of 
a penny.  
Mk 12:43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more 
into the treasury than all the others.   
Mk 12:44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she 
had to live on.” 
 
11. What are the lessons from the widow’s offering? 
 
 
Mark 13:1-37 Signs of the End of the Age.  Parallel verses in Mt 24:1-51; Lk 21:5-36  
 
Mk 13:1 As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! What 
massive stones! What magnificent buildings!”  
Mk 13:2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left on 
another; every one will be thrown down.”   
Mk 13:3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and 
Andrew asked him privately,   
Mk 13:4 “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about 
to be fulfilled?”  
Mk 13:5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you.    
Mk 13:6 Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many.   
Mk 13:7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, 
but the end is still to come.   
Mk 13:8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes 
in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.  
Mk 13:9 “You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in 
the synagogues.  On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to 
them.   
Mk 13:10 And the gospel must first be preached to all nations.   
Mk 13:11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to 
say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.   
Mk 13:12 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against 
their parents and have them put to death.    
Mk 13:13 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.   
Mk 13:14 “When you see ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ standing where it does not 
belong—let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.   
Mk 13:15 Let no one on the roof of his house go down or enter the house to take anything out.   
Mk 13:16 Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak.   
Mk 13:17 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers!    
Mk 13:18 Pray that this will not take place in winter,   
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Mk 13:19 because those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created 
the world, until now—and never to be equaled again.    
Mk 13:20 If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the 
elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them.   
Mk 13:21 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, there he is!’ do 
not believe it.    
Mk 13:22 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to 
deceive the elect—if that were possible.   
Mk 13:23 So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time.  
Mk 13:24 “But in those days, following that distress, “ ‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light;  
Mk 13:25 the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’   
Mk 13:26 “At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.   
Mk 13:27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of 
the earth to the ends of the heavens.   
Mk 13:28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 
come out, you know that summer is near.   
Mk 13:29 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the 
door.   
Mk 13:30 I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened.    
Mk 13:31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.   
 
Mark records the prophetic words of Jesus in chapter 13.  They are arranged in three sections.  
Verses 1-2 clearly relate to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70AD.  In the second 
section, the disciples ask what the signs will be when this will happen and Jesus answers them 
in verses 4-23.  The final section of prophecy, the end of the age, begins in verse 24 – following 
those days of distress... 
 
Herod’s buildings were at a grand scale.  Their destruction must have seemed unthinkable to 
the disciples.   Herod fashioned his temple after Solomon’s plans.  It was 90 ft long, 30 ft wide, 
and 60 feet high.  The altar was a square 75 ft wide and 22 feet high.  Josephus described the 
temple façade as covered with plates of gold.  When the Romans destroyed the temple in 70 
AD they took the gold façade and the sacred objects from the temple and set fire to the 
structure, prying the stones apart to retrieve the gold in the joints.  The stones from the Herod 
structures that remain today are part of the foundation and retaining walls.  The blocks are 
colossal, some of the largest building stones in the world.  The largest exposed stone is 
“Western Stone”, 44.5 feet long, 11 feet high, and weighing 300 tons.  Smaller blocks range in 
size from 7 to 26 feet long. 
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Romans felled the forests bare surrounding Jerusalem to make siege equipment.  After 
breaching the walls of the city, the Romans slaughtered thousands and enslaved thousands 
more to work in Roman mines.  No distinction was made between rich, poor, man, woman or 
child.  Corpses were heaped up around the altar and the city was set to fire so the devastation 
of Jerusalem was complete. 
 
Following the destruction of Jerusalem, the Temple Mount lay desolate for 60 years until 
Emperor Hadrian began erecting a Roman city dedicated to Jupiter, Aelia Captolina, on the 
ruins in 130AD; leading to the Jewish Maccabean revolt in 135AD 
 
12. What did Jesus tell his disciples they would experience before the destruction of Jerusalem? 

a. Verse 6, 21-22 -   

b. Verse 7 -   

c. Verse 8 -   

d. Verse 9 -   

e. Verse 10 -   

f. Verse 11 -   

g. Verse 13 –   

h. Verses 14-19 -   

 
13. What signs accompany the coming of the Son of Man at the end of the age in verses 24-31? 
 
 
The Day and Hour Unknown  
 
Mk 13:32 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father.    
Mk 13:33 Be on guard! Be alert!  You do not know when that time will come.   
Mk 13:34 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with 
his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.  
Mk 13:35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will 
come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn.   
Mk 13:36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.   
Mk 13:37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’ ” 
 
14.  Jesus makes it clear no one but God the Father knows when He will send His Son to return.  

This is in contrast to other very specific Biblical prophecies: 
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1. The 70-year prophecy against Babylon (Jeremiah 25:12) “But when the seventy years 
are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, 
for their guilt,” declares the LORD, “and will make it desolate forever. 

609 BC – Ascent of Babylonian empire, Battle of Haran, the end of Assyrian empire  
539 BC – End of Babylonian empire, Cyrus of Persia captures Babylon 
70 years  
 
2. 70-year prophecy against Jerusalem (2Chronicles 36:21) The land enjoyed its sabbath 

rests; all the time of its desolation it rested, until the seventy years were completed in 
fulfillment of the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah. 

586 BC destruction of the Jerusalem temple by the Babylonians 
516 BC Consecration of the Jerusalem temple 
70 years 
 
3. Arrival of the Messiah.  See Daniel 9 and review the prophetic timing of these events 

 
Da 9:24 “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, 
to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up 
vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.  
Da 9:25 “Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two 
‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble.    
Da 9:26 After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. 32 The 
people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like 
a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed.   
 

a. Verse 24 What purposes would be accomplished in the period of the seventy sevens 
(490 years) and for the Jewish people and for Jerusalem? 

 
 

b. Verse 25 How many years would there be from the issuing of the decree to rebuild 
Jerusalem to the coming of the Anointed One? 

 
  

 
c. Verse 26 What happens to the Anointed One after the seven sevens and the sixty-two 

sevens (483 years)? 
 
 
Closing Prayer – John Baillie 
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Almighty God, who in Your infinite wisdom has ordained that I should live my life within these 
narrow bounds of time and circumstance, let me now go forth into the world with a brave and 
trustful heart. It has pleased You to withhold from me a perfect knowledge; therefore do not 
deny me the grace of faith by which I may lay hold of things unseen. You have given me little 
power to shape things to my own desire; therefore use Your own omnipotence to bring Your 
desires to pass within me. You have willed it that through work and pain I should walk the 
upward way; be then my fellow traveller as I go. 
  



 84 

The Upper Room 
Lesson 17, Mark 14 

 
Jesus made preparations to spend his last night on earth with his disciples sharing the Passover supper.  
He gave thanks and gave them bread and wine to eat and drink in remembrance of him.  He showed 
them his love by taking the role of a servant to wash their feet but they did understand the lesson.  He 
told them he would be betrayed but they did not understand - even after the betrayer took the bread 
and left into the night.  He told them they would all disown him and they said they would never would.  
He asked how many swords they had and they said two.  That was enough.  They did not understand but 
they followed, despite their fears and confusion. 
 
Amazing isn’t it, a night ordained before creation should be met with such misunderstanding and 
confusion?  Many questions surround the sacrament of Lord’s Supper. How does partaking of the bread 
and wine forgive my sins, giving me life and salvation? How is the body of Christ manifest in the bread 
and the wine? Was Jesus speaking figuratively or literally of his body and blood?  Explanations have 
been given and books written.  The mystery of the presence of Christ’s body and blood in the bread in 
wine and all its benefits is a miracle, empowered by the words of Christ, and received by faith in Christ.  
 
Read Mark 14:12-26, Parallel verses in Mt 26:17-30; Lk 22:7-23, John 13:1-30, 1Co 11:23-25  
 
[Jn 13:1 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave 
this world and go to the Father.]   
Mk 14:12 On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the 
Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and make preparations 
for you to eat the Passover?”  
Mk 14:13 So he sent two of his disciples [Peter and John], telling them, “Go into the city, and a 
man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him [Mt 26:18 and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: 
My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your 
house.’ ”.   
Mk 14:14 Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, 
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’   
Mk 14:15 He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us 
there.”  
Mk 14:16 The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they 
prepared the Passover.  
 
Mk 14:17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve.   
[Jn 13:1 Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his 
love.  
Jn 13:2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, 
son of Simon, to betray Jesus.    
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Jn 13:3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from 
God and was returning to God; Jn 13:4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and 
wrapped a towel around his waist. Jn 13:5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  
Jn 13:6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  
Jn 13:7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”  
Jn 13:8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 
have no part with me.”  
Jn 13:9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”  
Jn 13:10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole 
body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”   
Jn 13:11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was 
clean.  
Jn 13:12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them.   
Jn 13:13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.   
Jn 13:14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet.   
Jn 13:15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.   
Jn 13:16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than 
the one who sent him.   
Jn 13:17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.] 
 
1. After Jesus washed the disciple’s feet, he asked them if they understood what he did for 

them.  They did not answer.  Refer to the following scriptures and answer what genuine 
love toward others looks like: 

a. 1 John 3:16-18 

b. Philippians 2:3-7 

c. James 5:13-14 

d. Hebrews 10:23-25 

2. What actions do you do as a response to Jesus’ question - “Do you understand what I have 
done for you?”? 

  
Mk 14:18 While they were reclining at the table eating, he said, [Lk 22:15 “I have eagerly desired to 
eat this Passover with you before I suffer. Lk 22:16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds 
fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”  
Lk 22:17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you.   
Lk 22:18 For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes.”] 
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  “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me—one who is eating with me [Lk 22:21 the hand of 
him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table.    
Lk 22:22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him.”   
[Jn 13:22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant.] 
Mk 14:19 They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely not I?”  
Lk 22:23 They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this. 
[Jn 13:23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him.   
Jn 13:24 Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.”  
Jn 13:25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”] 
 
Mk 14:20 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with me. m    
Mk 14:21 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays 
the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”  
 
[Jn 13:26 Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.   
[Mt 26:25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” Jesus answered, 
“Yes, it is you.”] 
 
Jn 13:27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. “What you are about to do, do 
quickly,” Jesus told him, Jn 13:28 but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him.   
Jn 13:29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what 
was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor.    
Jn 13:30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.   
 

3. Evidently the disciples did not know who would betray Jesus.  What does that tell you about the way 
Jesus treated Judas? 

 

 

4. Mark 14:19 says that the disciples were saddened by when Jesus told them one of them would 
betray him and each asked him “Surely not I”.  Why do you think each asked Jesus if it was them? 

 

 

5. What prompted Judas to betray Jesus? 
a. John 12:4-6 

b. Luke 22:1-6  
 

 

 

Mk 14:22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body [1Co 11:24 which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
me.”] 
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[Lk 22:20 In the same way, after the supper he] Mk 14:23 he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it 
to them, and they all drank from it.   
Mk 14:24 “This is my blood of the [new] covenant, which is poured out for many [Mt 26:28 for the 
forgiveness of sins] [1Co 11:25 do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”] he said to 
them.   
Mk 14:25 “I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I 
drink it anew in the kingdom of God.” 
Mk 14:26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out [as usual] to the Mount of Olives. s   
 
Discuss 
 
6. Jesus is the Lamb of God, the sacrificial Passover Lamb.  What was the significance of Passover and 

the Passover Lamb?  See Exodus 12:21-28. 

Ex 12:21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the 
animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb.  Ex 12:22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the 
blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of 
you shall go out the door of his house until morning.  Ex 12:23 When the LORD goes through the land to 
strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over 
that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down. Ex 12:24 
“Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants.  Ex 12:25 When you enter 
the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony.  Ex 12:26 And when your 
children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’  Ex 12:27 then tell them, ‘It is the Passover 
sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when 
he struck down the Egyptians.’ ” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. Ex 12:28 The Israelites did 
just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 
 
  
 
7. In light of the Passover in Jerusalem and Jesus’ ministry, why were the priests and teachers so 

determined to kill Jesus? 
 
  
 
8. What does Jesus’ eager desire to share the meal, despite their unmindful blindness to the situation, 

reveal about his relationship with his friends?  

 
9. How will the Passover really be fulfilled in the kingdom of God (v. 16)? 

  
 
10. How does Jesus’ use of the bread and wine change the emphasis of Passover?  What new meaning 

does he give to it? 
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11. Refer to the passages below and Exodus 12:21-28 to compare aspects of the “Old Covenant” and the 

“New Covenant” Jesus brought. 

Covenant Considerations  Old     New 
I. Blood 
II. Remembrance 
III. Role of priests in sacrifice 
IV. God’s role in salvation  
V. The role of faith  
VI. Forgiveness 

 
I.  Blood, compare Exodus 12:21-28 (from question 1) to Romans 5:8-9 

Ex 12:23 When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the 
top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to 
enter your houses and strike you down. 

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him! 

  
 

II. Compare the act of remembrance in Passover from Exodus 12:21-28 to remembrance in 
Communion in Corinthians 11:23-26. 

Ex 12:25 When you enter the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony.  Ex 

12:26 And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’  Ex 12:27 then tell them, ‘It 
is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared 
our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’ ” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. Ex 12:28 
The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is 
my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. 

  

III. Compare the role of a Jewish priest to Christ in Hebrews 10:11-18 

Hebrews 10:11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a 
footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
sanctified. 
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IV. Compare God’s role in the salvation of his people in the Old and New Covenants found in 
Exodus 12:21-28 and John 3:16. 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

  
 

V. Compare the role of faith in the Passover celebration to communion.  Also compare 
Exodus 12:23-27 to John 3:16-17 

  

VI. Contrast forgiveness under the law to forgiveness under Christ; Leviticus 9:7 to Matthew 
26:26-28 

Leviticus 9:7 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your 
burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the offering of the people 
and make atonement for them, as the LORD has commanded.”    

Mt 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you.  28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.  29 I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day 
when I drink it anew with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

  
 
Read Mark 14:27-31, Parallel verses in Mt 26:31-35, Luke 22:24-38, John13:31-38 
 

Lk 22:24 Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest.    
Lk 22:25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise 
authority over them call themselves Benefactors.   
Lk 22:26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the 
youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.    
Lk 22:27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one 
who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.    
Lk 22:28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials.   
Lk 22:29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me,   
Lk 22:30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.   
 
Mk 14:27 “You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “for it is written: “ ‘I will strike the shepherd, and 
the sheep will be scattered.’    
Mk 14:28 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”   
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Mk 14:29 Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.” 
Lk 22:31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.    
Lk 22:32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned 
back, strengthen your brothers.”   
Lk 22:33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”   
 
Mk 14:30 “I tell you the truth, [Peter]” Jesus answered, “today—yes, tonight—before the rooster 
crows twice you yourself will disown me three times.”   
Mk 14:31 But Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” 
And all the others said the same. 

Lk 22:35 Then Jesus asked them, “When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you lack 
anything?” “Nothing,” they answered.  
Lk 22:36 He said to them, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you don’t 
have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one.   
Lk 22:37 It is written: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors’; and I tell you that this must 
be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.”  
Lk 22:38 The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.” “That is enough,” he replied. 
 
12. Luke 22:31-34 provides some additional insight into how Jesus dealt with Peter’s impending denial.   

c. How do think Satan “sifted” Peter 

d. How did Jesus help prepare Peter for his trial? 

13. After Jesus told Peter he would disown him, he asked the disciples to remember his words when he 
first sent them out on their first evangelism journey with him.  What was the main lesson he wanted 
them remember? 
 

14. What did the disciples likely think about Jesus’ reference to the swords? 
 
 
Read Luke 22:21-30 

Luke 22:21 But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table. 22 For the Son of Man 
goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” 23 And they began to 
question one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this. 

22:24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 And 
he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over 
them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the 
youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one 
who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves. 

22:28 “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and I assign to you, as my Father 
assigned to me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
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15. How might the news of a betrayer in Mark 14:18-20 or Jesus comment about the swords in Luke 
22:36 have led to the argument about which of them was the greatest? 

  
 
16. How did Jesus resolve that argument? 

  

17. What does he mean by the promise in vv. 28-30? 

  
 
Reflection questions: 
18. What does sharing in the Lord’s Supper mean to you? The Lord’s Supper is also called Holy 

Communion, the Eucharist, the Sacrament of the Altar, and the Lord’s Table.  
 
 
19. What would it mean to apply Jesus’ words about service (v. 27) in your family life?  Work or 

neighborhood relationships? Use of money/resources/time? 
 

a. What makes it hard for you to apply this principle in those areas?  What can help you do 
so? 

 
 
Closing Prayer and Blessing 
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Lesson 18, Mark 14:32-15:20 
 

Introduction 
Following the Last Supper, Jesus took his disciples to pray at the Garden of Gethsemane on the 
Mount of Olives as was his custom.  There he prayed to his father to find another way to 
accomplish his will.  God sent an angel to strengthen him and Jesus awaited his arrest, trials, 
and sentencing. 
Jesus was taken before the high priests and the Sanhedrin, Herod, and Pilate for trial.  Jesus 
confessed that he was the Son of God and was condemned to death.  After Judas saw that Jesus 
was condemned by the Sanhedrin, he was seized with remorse.  Judas returned the 30 pieces of 
silver, confessed his sin and was told by the priests that it was not their concern, and went 
away to hang himself.  
 
Jesus was taken to Pilate for questioning and sentencing in a Roman court because the 
Sanhedrin had no authority to carry out a death sentence. Read the account of Jesus’ arrest 
trial in merged passages from Mark 14-15, John 18-19, Luke 22-23, and Matthew 26-27. 
 
Mark 14:32-42, Gethsemane. Parallel verses in Mt 26:36-46; Lk 22:40-46  
 
Mk 14:32 They went to a place [an olive grove] called Gethsemane and Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Sit here while I pray. [Lk 22:39 Pray that you will not fall into temptation.”] 
Mk 14:33 He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and 
troubled.   
Mk 14:34 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them. “Stay here 
and keep watch.”  
Mk 14:35 Going a little farther [about a stone’s throw beyond them], he fell to the ground and 
prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him.   
Mk 14:36 “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not 
what I will, but what you will.”   
Lk 22:43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.    
Lk 22:44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood 
falling to the ground.  
Lk 22:45 When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, 
exhausted from sorrow.   
 
Mk 14:37 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, 
“are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour?   
Mk 14:38 Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.  The spirit is willing, but the 
body is weak.”   
Mk 14:39 Once more he went away and prayed the same thing [Mt 26:42 “My Father, if it is not 
possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”] 
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Mk 14:40 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They 
did not know what to say to him.  
Mk 14:41 Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! 
The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.   
Mk 14:42 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”  
 
1. In Verse 39, Luke includes the detail that after the supper, Jesus went out as usual to the 

Mount of Olives.  How does this indicate that he was command of the situation? 
 
  

2. What does Jesus’ response to the disciple’s failure to support him teach you about his love 
for them? 

  
 
3. In verse 42, what is the cup that Jesus ask God to take away? See also Isaiah 51:22 and 

Revelation 15:7  
Isa 51:22 This is what your Sovereign LORD says, your God, who defends his people: “See, I have 
taken out of your hand the cup that made you stagger; from that cup, the goblet of my wrath, 
you will never drink again.   
  
 
4. What strikes you most about Jesus’ prayer?  
 
   
Mark 14:43-52 Jesus Arrested Parallel verses in Mt 26:47-56; Lk 22:47-50; Jn 18:3-11  
 
Mk 14:43 Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. [Jn 18:2 Now Judas, who 
betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.] 
With him was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of 
the law, and the elders.  
Mk 14:44 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him 
and lead him away under guard.”   
Mk 14:45 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him.   
 
Mt 26:50 Jesus replied, “Friend, do what you came for.” 

[Jn 18:4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it 
you want?”   
Jn 18:5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was 
standing there with them.)   
Jn 18:6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. Jn 18:7 Again he asked 
them, “Who is it you want?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  
Jn 18:8 “I told you that I am he,” Jesus answered. “If you are looking for me, then let these men 
go.”   
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Jn 18:9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of 
those you gave me.”] 
 
Mk 14:46 The men seized Jesus and arrested him.   
Mk 14:47 Then one of those standing near [Peter] drew his sword and struck the servant of the 
high priest, cutting off his ear. [Jn 18:10 The servant’s name was Malchus.] 
 
[Jn 18:11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has 
given me?”] 
Mt 26:53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than 
twelve legions of angels?    
Mt 26:54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” 
Mk 14:48 “Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords and clubs to 
capture me?   
Mk 14:49 Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But 
the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”  
Mk 14:50 Then everyone deserted him and fled. 
Mk 14:51 A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they 
seized him, Mk 14:52 he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.  
 
5. Recall that when Judas went to the Sanhedrin to betray Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, he 

was to look for an opportune moment when no crowd was around (Luke 22:1-6).  Who is in 
control at Jesus’ arrest? 

a. Judas  c. Officials of the high priests 
b. Soldiers  d. Other 

  

6. Verses Jn 18:5-8; Throughout Jesus arrest and trials he was asked who he was.  What is his 
response and the reaction of the soldiers? 

  

7. How do Jesus actions during his arrest illustrate that he continued to be the Good 
Shepherd?  

  

8. Why did Jesus ask the disciples how many swords they had if he did not want them to use 
the swords? What purpose might Peter have thought the swords served?  See the Isaiah 
53:12, the line Jesus quoted in the upper room (Luke22:38) and Psalm 51:13-14 for 
reference. 



 95 

“But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you don’t have a sword, sell your 
cloak and buy one.  Lk 22:37 It is written: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors’; and I tell 
you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.”  
Lk 22:38 The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.” “That is enough,” he replied. 

 
Isa 53:12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the 
strong, 119 because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the 
transgressors.  For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Ps 51:13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways and sinners will turn back to you. Ps 51:14 Save me 
from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me. 
 
  

 
9. How do you account for the change from Jesus’ anguish in Gethsemane in Lk 22:42 to his 

boldness during his arrest in Jn18:11.? 

  

The Pretense of Jesus’ Trials 

The Sanhedrin had been plotting to murder Jesus shortly after the start of his ministry when he turned 
the tables of the money changers, healed on the Sabbath, and called God his Father (John 5:18).  To 
accomplish Jesus murder, they violated many of their own laws; 

1. They met in secret and at night in private homes  
2. They pronounced the death penalty without evidence or witnesses 
3. They sought false witnesses and false evidence to find a charge to carry the death penalty under 

Roman law and ignored the penalty for perjury that was the same penalty as the charge against 
the accused. 

4. A capital offense required a 2-day trial 
5. No one could testify against himself, 2 to 3 witnesses were required. 

The Sanhedrin could not have plotted Jesus’ death with the approval of the High Priests, Annas and 
Caiaphas.  Annas was High Priest from 6–15 AD until he was deposed by the Roman governor.  His son-
in-law, Caiaphas, was his successor from AD 18 to 36. However, Annas still had a considerable amount of 
power, and many thought of him as the real power behind the office of the High Priest. 

Read the account of Jesus’ Trial Before the Sanhedrin, Mark 14:53-65, Parallel verses in Mt 
26:57-68; Lk 22:67-71, Jn 18:12-13 
 
[Jn 18:12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested 
Jesus. They bound him Jn 18:13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, the high priest that year.  Jn 18:14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that 
it would be good if one man died for the people.] 
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Mk 14:53 They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, elders and teachers of the 
law came together.   
Mk 14:54 Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest.  There he sat 
with the guards and warmed himself at the fire.   
Mk 14:55 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so 
that they could put him to death, but they did not find any.   
Mk 14:56 Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.  
Mk 14:57 Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him:   
Mk 14:58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will build 
another, not made by man.’”   
Mk 14:59 Yet even then their testimony did not agree.  
Mk 14:60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to 
answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?”   
Mk 14:61a But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.   
 
[Jn 18:19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.  
Jn 18:20 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at 
the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret.    
Jn 18:21 Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.”  
Jn 18:22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the face. “Is this the way 
you answer the high priest?” he demanded.  
Jn 18:23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the 
truth, why did you strike me?”] 
 
Mk 14:61b Again, the high priest asked him, “[Mt 26:63 “I charge you under oath by the living God:] 

Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”   
Mk 14:62 “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”   
Mk 14:63 The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked.   
Mk 14:64 “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” They all condemned him as 
worthy of death.    
Mk 14:65 Then some began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and 
said, “Prophesy [Mt 26:68 to us, Christ. Who hit you?]” ” And the guards took him and beat him.   
 
[Jn 18:24 Then Annas sent him, still bound, to Caiaphas the high priest.] 
 
10. Mark 14:16 includes the question above all other questions, “Are you the Christ, the Son of 

the Blessed One?”  It is a question that both divides people and brings others together into 
a new family.  Many insist that Jesus never taught he was the Messiah, but only his disciples 
did after his death.  Refer to the following passages about who Jesus said he was. 

  
1. Mark 14:61 
2. Mark 14:62 
3. Mark 15:2 –   
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4. John 4:26 –   
5. Mt 16:17 
6. John 8:58 –   
7. John 10:24-25 –   
8. John 11:25 
9. John 14:8-10 –   

 
 
Mark 14:66-72 Peter Disowns Jesus. Parallel verses in Mt 26:69-75; Lk 22:56-62; Jn 18:16-18, 
25-27  
 
Mk 14:66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came 
by.   
Mk 14:67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him. “You also were with 
that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said.  
Mk 14:68 But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he said, and 
went out into the entryway. 
Mk 14:69 When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, “This 
fellow is one of them.”   
Mk 14:70 Again he denied it. After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are 
one of them, for you are a Galilean.”   
Mk 14:71 He began to call down curses on himself, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man 
you’re talking about.”   
Mk 14:72 Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word 
Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows twice you will disown me three times.”  And 
he broke down and wept.  
 

11. Peter was undergoing a trial of his own during the questioning of Jesus and was failing despite his 
prior boldness in defense of Jesus with his sword.  What might have been God’s purpose for 
allowing Peter to be tested that night? 

 
 
Mark 15:1-15 Jesus Before Pilate. Parallel verses in Mt 27:11-26; Lk 23:2, 3, 18-25; Jn 18:29-40  
Mk 15:1 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and 
the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over 
to Pilate.  
 
Jn 18:29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?”  
Jn 18:30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.”  
Jn 18:31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” “But we have no right 
to execute anyone,” the Jews objected.   
Jn 18:32 This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was 
going to die would be fulfilled. 
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[Jn 18:33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, 
Mk 15:2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied.  
 
[Jn 18:34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”  
Jn 18:35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you 
over to me. What is it you have done?”  
Jn 18:36 Jesus said, My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent 
my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.”   
Jn 18:37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In 
fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”   
Jn 18:38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no 
basis for a charge against him.   
 
Mk 15:3 The chief priests accused him of many things.   
Mk 15:4 So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are 
accusing you of.”  
Mk 15:5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.  
 
Mk 15:6 Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the people requested.   
Mk 15:7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed 
murder in the uprising.   
Mk 15:8 The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.  
Mk 15:9 “Do you want me to release to you [Mt 27:17 Jesus who is called Christ] the king of the 
Jews?” asked Pilate, Mk 15:10 knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus 
over to him.   
 
[Mt 27:19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have 
anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream 
because of him.”] 
 
[Lk 23:4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge 
against this man.” y   
Lk 23:5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea 89 by his teaching. He started in 
Galilee z  and has come all the way here.”  
Lk 23:6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. a    
Lk 23:7 When he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, b  who 
was also in Jerusalem at that time.  
Lk 23:8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been 
wanting to see him. c  From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some 
miracle.   
Lk 23:9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. d    
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Lk 23:10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing 
him.   
Lk 23:11 Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, e  
they sent him back to Pilate.   
Lk 23:12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends f  —before this they had been enemies.  
Lk 23:13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people,   
Lk 23:14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to 
rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges 
against him. g    
Lk 23:15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to 
deserve death.   
Lk 23:16 Therefore, I will punish him h  and then release him. 90 ’”] 
 
Mk 15:11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.  
Mk 15:12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them.  
Mk 15:13 “Crucify him!” they shouted.  
Mk 15:14 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, 
“Crucify him!”  
 
[Mt 27:24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, 
he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” 
he said. “It is your responsibility!”   
Mt 27:25 All the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!”] 
 
Mk 15:15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, 
and handed him over to be crucified.  
 
12.  The historical proof of Pontius Pilate has been demonstrated by the coins he minted 

between 26-36 AD, a building stone bearing his name (discovered in 1961), and references 
by ancient historians Josephus (74, 94 AD), Philo (41AD), and Tacitus (2nd century AD).  What 
do we learn about Pilate at the trial of Jesus? 

a. John 18:31 –   
 

b. Mark 15:2 –   
 

c. John 18:36-38 –   
 

d. Mark 15:9 –   
 

e. Mark 15:14 –   
 

f. Mathew 27:24 –   
 

13. Why was Pilate so quick to accept Jesus’ statement that he was a king? 
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14. The account of Jesus being brought to Herod for trial is found only in Luke 23:7-15. What 

was Herod’s interest in Jesus? 
 
  
15. Do you think Herod took Jesus’ claim to be king seriously? 
 

 
Mark 15:16-20 The Soldiers Mock Jesus.  Parallel verses in Mt 27:27-31, Jn 19:1-16  
 
Mk 15:16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together 
the whole company of soldiers.   
Mk 15:17 They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on 
him.   
Mk 15:18 And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!”    
Mk 15:19 Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their 
knees, they paid homage to him.   
 
Jn 19:4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 
you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.”    
Jn 19:5 When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to 
them, “Here is the man!”  
Jn 19:6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 
But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge 
against him.”   
Jn 19:7 The Jews insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he 
claimed to be the Son of God.”  
Jn 19:8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid,   
Jn 19:9 and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus 
gave him no answer.    
Jn 19:10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free 
you or to crucify you?”  
Jn 19:11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from 
above.  Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”  
Jn 19:12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, “If you let this 
man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”  
Jn 19:13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place 
known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha).   
Jn 19:14 It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. “Here is your king,” 
Pilate said to the Jews.  
Jn 19:15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” “Shall I crucify your 
king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.  
Jn 19:16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.   
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Mk 15:20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes 
on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

16.  Why did Pilate have Jesus flogged if he believed he was innocent, see John 19:4-5? 

  

17. John 19:7, Lets be perfectly clear; what charge were the Jews bringing against Jesus? 

  

18.  Pilate’s perception of the proceedings moved from contempt and indifferent to fear. How 
do you explain Pilate’s fear of Jesus in verse John 19:7-8?  

  

19. Ultimately, why did Pilate have Jesus crucified? 

  

20. In John 19:11, we see Jesus’ complete submission out of love for the Father and for 
mankind.  Reflect on his love for you. 

Closing Prayer by John Baillie 

God, the Father of all mankind, I would bring before You tonight the burden of the 
world's life. I would join myself to the great scattered company of those who, in every 
corner of every land, are now crying out to You in their need. Hear us, God, and look in 
pity upon our manifold necessities, since You alone are able to satisfy all our desires. 

Especially do I commend to Your holy keeping: 

• All who tonight are far from home and friends 
• All who tonight must lie down hungry or cold 
• All who suffer pain 
• All who are kept awake by anxiety or suspense 
• All who are facing danger 
• All who must toil or keep watch while others sleep. 

Give to them all, I pray, such a sense of Your presence with them as may turn their 
loneliness into comfort and their trouble into peace. 
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O most loving God, who in the Person of Your Son Jesus Christ did manifest Your 
love to man by relieving all manner of suffering and healing all manner of disease, grant 
Your blessing, I pray, to all who in any corner of the world are serving in Christ's name: 

• All ministers of the gospel of Christ 
• All social workers 
• All missionary workers abroad 
• All doctors and nurses who faithfully tend the sick. 

Accomplish through them Your great purpose of goodwill to men, and grant them in 
their own hearts the joy of Christ's most real presence. 

And to me also, as I lie down, grant, O gracious Father, the joy of a life surrendered 
to Christ's service and the peace of sin forgiven through the power of His Cross. Amen. 
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The Crucifixion 

Lesson 19, Mark 15:21-47 

The cross of Christ is his greatest glory.  It was his life’s purpose and he invites us to share in it, “Take up 
your cross and follow me” (Matthew 26:24).   But, what is this cross Jesus invites us to share; 
excruciating suffering and death?  It is his disposition we are to share; a life of humility, a life in 
submission to our Father and of worship, a willingness to sacrifice worldly honor, and a spirit of 
gentleness and self-denial for the benefit of others is our calling.   

The resurrection of our Lord is the great victory celebration of our faith, but the race was won through 
the power of Christ’s blood and death.  In his blood we receive redemption, forgiveness, sanctification, a 
new life in the Spirit through faith in his blood.  “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).  
 
Read the account the crucifixion, merged from all the gospel writers. Mark 15:21-32 and 
parallel verses in Mt 27:33-44; Lk 23:33-43; Jn 19:17-24  
 
Mk 15:21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on 
his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross.   
[Lk 23:27 A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for 
him.   
Lk 23:28 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for 
yourselves and for your children.    
Lk 23:29 For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs 
that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’    
Lk 23:30 Then “ ‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’  
Lk 23:31 For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”   
Lk 23:32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed.   
 

Mk 15:22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull).   
Mk 15:23 Then they (the soldiers) offered him wine mixed with myrrh (gall), but [Mt 27:34 but after 
tasting it] he did not take it [Lk 23:37 and they said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save 
yourself.”]  
Mk 15:24a And they crucified him [Lk 23:33 along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on 
his left. [ Lk 23:34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”] 
 
Mk 15:24b Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get.  
[Jn 19:24 This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, “They divided my 
garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.”  So this is what the soldiers did.] 
 
Mk 15:25 It was the third hour when they crucified him. [Mt 27:36 And sitting down, they kept watch 
over him there.] 
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[Jn 19:19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross.] Mk 15:26 The written notice of the 
charge against him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS.    
 
[Jn 19:20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 
city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek.   
Jn 19:21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but 
that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”   
Jn 19:22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
Jn 19:25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene.    
Jn 19:26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 
said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” Jn 19:27 and to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
 
Mk 15:27 They crucified two robbers with him, one on his right and one on his left.   
Mk 15:29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who 
are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, Mk 15:30 come down from the cross 
and save yourself!” [Mt 27:40 Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!”]   
Mk 15:31 In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among 
themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself!   
Mk 15:32 Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and 
believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.  
 
[Lk 23:39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!”  
Lk 23:40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under 
the same sentence?   
Lk 23:41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 
Lk 23:42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’”   
Lk 23:43 Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”] 
 
1. Luke includes the prophetic words Jesus spoke to the people as Simon the Cyrene carried 

his cross.  What was Jesus referring to in these statements? 
a. Luke 23:28-29 – see Matthew 24:2-21 
b. Luke 23:30 – see Hosea 10:8 
c. Luke 23:31- see Ezekiel 20:47 

 
  

 
2. Paradise 

a. God of the living 
b. Transfiguration 
c. Sleep 
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Mark 15:33-41 The Death of Jesus. Parallel verses in Mt 27:45-56; Lk 23:44-49, Jn 19:28-37  
 
Mk 15:33 At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour [Lk 23:45 for the 
sun stopped shining.]    
Mk 15:34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 76 a   
Mk 15:35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”  
Mk 15:36 One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus 
to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said.  
[Jn 19:30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”] 
 
Mk 15:37 With a loud cry, [Lk 23:46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit.”]  Jesus breathed his last [Mt 27:50he gave up his spirit.]   
 
[Jn 19:31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. 
Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked 
Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down.   
Jn 19:32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified 
with Jesus, and then those of the other.    
Jn 19:33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs.  Jn 19:34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow 
of blood and water.    
Jn 19:35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true.  He knows that he 
tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.   
Jn 19:36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will 
be broken,” Jn 19:37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have 
pierced.”] 
 
Mk 15:38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  [Mt 27:51 The earth shook 
and the rocks split. Mt 27:52 The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had 
died were raised to life.  Mt 27:53 They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they 
went into the holy city and appeared to many people.]    
 
Mk 15:39 And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he 
died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”   
 
[Lk 23:48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they 
beat their breasts and went away.] 
 

Mk 15:40 Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome [Mt 27:56 and the mother of Zebedee’s 
sons.]    
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Mk 15:41 In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. Many other women 
who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there.   
 
3. Who was in control of Jesus’ death? 

1. Pilate 
2. Jewish leaders 
3. Roman soldiers 
4. Other   

 
Number 4. Other - Jesus was in control!  
 
4. Why did Jesus regard his death as his glory as he spoke to his disciples in the Upper Room 

during their last supper (John 12:23, 13:31)? 

  

5. Jesus’ crucifixion was accompanied by prophetic signs of nature and other symbolic signs.  What was 
the significance of the curtain of temple torn in two from top to bottom,and the dead rising from 
the tombs?   

 
  
 
Mark 15:42-47, The Burial of Jesus.  Parallel verses in Mt 27:57-61; Lk 23:50-56; Jn 19:38-42  
 
Mk 15:42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached,   
Mk 15:43 Joseph of Arimathea, [Mt 27:57 a rich man from Arimathea] a prominent member of the 
Council, [Lk 23:50 a good and upright man, Lk 23:51 who had not consented to their decision and 
action] who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for 
Jesus’ body.  [Jn 19:38 Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the 
Jews. Jn 19:39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. 
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.] 
Mk 15:44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he 
asked him if Jesus had already died.   
Mk 15:45 When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph.   
 
[Jn 19:41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new 
tomb, in which no one had ever been laid.] 
 
Mk 15:46 So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and 
placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.    
[Jn 19:40 This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.    
Jn 19:42 Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there. 
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Mk 15:47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. [Lk 23:56 Then they 
went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to 
the commandment.] 
 
6. Each gospel writer provided additional details to the life and faith of Joseph of Arimathea.  

What strikes you most that you can learn from him? 
 
  
  
7. The gospel account of the crucifixion of our Lord reads like a script written by the prophets over 

hundreds of years, hundreds of years before the event.  In this section we will look at the how the 
smallest details of the crucifixion fulfill scriptures.  List each event int the crucifixion that fulfilled the 
following scriptures:   
1. Mark 15:23 / Ps 69:21 ____________________________ 

Ps 69:21 They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst.   
 

2. Mark 24a / Isa 53:12 _______________________________ 
Isa 53:12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the 
strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. 
 

3. Mark 24a / Ps 22:16________________________________ 
Ps 22:16 Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands 
and my feet. 

4. Luke 23:24 / Is 53:12 ________________________________ 
Isa 53:12 For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

5. Mark 15:24b / Ps 22:18 ________________________________ 
Ps 22:18 They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 
 

6. John 19:9 / Mt 2:2 ________________________________ 
Mt 2:2 “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have 
come to worship him.” 
 

7. Jn 19:26 / Dt 5:16 ________________________________ 
Dt 5:16 “Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you 
 

8. Mt 15:29 / Ps 22:6 ________________________________ 
Ps 22:6 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. 
 

9. Lk 23:43 / Jn 11:25 ________________________________ 
Jn 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies; 
 

10. Mt 15:33 / Joel 2:31 ________________________________ 
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Joel 2:31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great 
and dreadful day of the LORD. 
 
Mk 15:34 / Ps 22:1 Is 53:12 ________________________________ 
Ps 22:1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Why are you so far from saving me? 
 

11. Mk 15:37- Lk 23:46 / Ps 31:5 ________________________________ 
Ps 31:5 Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.   Jn 10:18 No one 
takes it [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have authority to lay it down and 
authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 
 

12. Jn 19:33 / Ps 34:20 ________________________________ 
Ps 34:20 he protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken. 
 

13. Jn 19:34 / Is 53:5 ________________________________ 
Isa 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
 

14. Lk 23:48 / Zech 12:10 ________________________________ 
Zec 12:10 “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit   of grace 
and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one 
mourns for an only child 
 

15. Mt 15:46 / Is 53:9 ________________________________ 
Isa 53:9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no 
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
 

16. Mk 15:40 / Lk 2:34-35 ________________________________ 
Lk 2:34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against,  
Lk 2:35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

 
 
8. Our relationship with God flows from Jesus’ blood and death as God’s sacrificial Passover lamb.  

Review the following passages and summarize in your own words how Jesus’ blood establishes our 
relationship with God.   

 
1. Lev 17:11 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make 

atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s 
life. 

 
Ro 3:25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.   
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2. Eph 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God’s grace Eph 1:8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom 
and understanding. 

 
Redeemed! Lost but now found, guilty but forgiven. 
 

3. Colossians 1:19-22 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 21 Once you were 
alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 
But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you 
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.  

 

4. Ro 5:9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved 
from God’s wrath through him!   

 
 

5. 1Jn 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.   

  
 

6. 1Co 11:25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
 
Closing Prayer by Isaac Watts (1707) 
 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
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Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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The Resurrection 
Lesson 20, Mark 16 

 

Introduction 

The resurrected Christ, God raised him from his earthly glory at the cross and grave to ascend 
to glory and sit at His right hand.  As we are joined with Christ to carry our cross in his death, we 
are also joined with him in his resurrection.   Christ’s resurrection demonstrated his words and 
promises are true.  All his promises are true, not only the promise of eternal life.  God has his 
own perfect plan for each one of us. His plan is that each of us flourishes – a life abiding in 
Christ so that we bear fruit and a life to the full.   

 
Read Mark 16:1-8, parallel verses in Mt 28:1-8, Luke 24:1-12, Jn 20:1-8 
Mk 16:1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body.   
Mk 16:2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the 
tomb  Mk 16:3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the 
tomb?” 
 
Mt 28:2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  Mt 28:3 His appearance was like lightning, 
and his clothes were white as snow. Mt 28:4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and 
became like dead men. 
 
  Mk 16:4 But when they (the women) looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, 
had been rolled away.  Mk 16:5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a 
white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.  
 

[Lk 24:5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men 
(Matthew includes two angels) said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?] 
 
Mk 16:6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. 
He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.  
[Lk 24:6 Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  Lk 24:7 ‘The Son of Man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised 
again.’ ”    
Lk 24:8 Then they remembered his words.] 
 
Mk 16:7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, [Mt 28:7 ‘He has risen from the dead] ‘He is going ahead 
of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ”   
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Mk 16:8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said 
nothing to anyone, because they were afraid, [Mt 28:8 afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples.]  
 
Mt 28:9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshiped him.   
Mt 28:10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me.” 
 
[Lk 24:9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all 
the others.   
Lk 24:10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them 
who told this to the apostles.    
Lk 24:11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.   
Lk 24:12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying 
by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.] 
 
 
1. Why were the women at the tomb so early? See Luke 23:55-56 
  
 

 
2. What obstacles did they face? 
  
 
 
3. What is the significance about Jesus appearance to the women before he appeared to the eleven 

disciples? 
  
 
4. What was the message the women were to deliver the disciples? 
 
  
The Guards’ Report  
 
Mt 28:11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported 
to the chief priests everything that had happened.   
Mt 28:12 When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers 
a large sum of money, Mt 28:13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night 
and stole him away while we were asleep.’   
Mt 28:14 If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”   
Mt 28:15 So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been 
widely circulated among the Jews to this very day. 
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5. How does the guards’ report and the fact Jesus appeared first to women help validate the truth 
about the resurrection in contrast to the account the Pharisees devised?  

  
 
6. Why was it so important to the Pharisees to have a cover story for the empty tomb? 
 
  
 
7. Some critics of the Christianity point to differences between the gospel accounts as evidence that 

the gospels are not reliable.  These include differences on the number of women who visited the 
tomb, the number of angels the women encounter and their dialog with the women, and the 
disciples going to the tomb.  What is your explanation of these differences and what is the big 
picture that is lost on the critics? 

 
  
8. Of all the miraculous signs John included in his account, which have been the most significant or 

convincing you and why? 
 

  

Closing verse: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; but these are written so that may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name”.  John 20:30-31 
 
Note on Mark 16:9-20 
The two most reliable early manuscripts, codices Sinaiticus and Vaticanus dating from the early 
to mid 300’s AD, do not have Mark 16:9-20. However, there are more than 1,600 copies of the 
New Testament that include the passages and was quoted in by Irenaeus and others in 180 AD.  
The verses in Mark are consistent with verses found in the other gospels and in Acts and are 
considered canon.  It is possible the original ending of Mark was lost since the oldest portion of 
codex Vaticanus was also missing the Epistles by Paul, the end of Hebrews, and the end of 
Revelation.   Most scholars think verses 9-20 were added by another author very early in the 
history of the church. 
 
 

Mk 16:9 When Jesus rose early on the first day 
of the week, he appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven 
demons.   

Mt 28:1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first 
day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

Mk 16:10 She went and told those who had been 
with him and who were mourning and 
weeping.   

Lk 24:10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 
the mother of James, and the others with them 
who told this to the apostles. 
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Mk 16:11 When they heard that Jesus was alive 
and that she had seen him, they did not 
believe it. 

Lk 24:11 But they did not believe the women, 
because their words seemed to them like 
nonsense. 

Mk 16:12 Afterward Jesus appeared in a different 
form to two of them while they were walking 
in the country. 

Lk 24:15 As they talked and discussed these things 
with each other, Jesus himself came up and 
walked along with them; Lk 24:16 but they were kept 
from recognizing him. 

Mk 16:13 These returned and reported it to the 
rest; but they did not believe them either.  

Lk 24:33 They got up and returned at once to 
Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those 
with them, assembled together Lk 24:34 and saying, 
“It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to 
Simon.”  

Mk 16:14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as 
they were eating; he rebuked them for their 
lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to 
believe those who had seen him after he had 
risen. 

Mt 28:16 Then the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 
them to go. Mt 28:17 When they saw him, they 
worshiped him; but some doubted 

Mk 16:15 He said to them, “Go into all the world 
and preach the good news to all creation.  

Mt 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, 

Mk 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will 
be saved, but whoever does not believe will 
be condemned. 

 baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Mt 28:20 and teaching 
them to obey everything have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.”  

Mk 16:17 And these signs will accompany those 
who believe: In my name they will drive out 
demons; they will speak in new tongues; 

  

Mk 16:18 they will pick up snakes with their 
hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it 
will not hurt them at all; they will place their 
hands on sick people, and they will get well.”  

  

Mk 16:19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to 
them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat 
at the right hand of God. 

Lk 24:51 While he was blessing them, he left them 
and was taken up into heaven. 

Mk 16:20 Then the disciples went out and 
preached everywhere, and the Lord worked 
with them and confirmed his word by the 
signs that accompanied it. 
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