
  

The Life and Times of Martin Luther 
Unit 4 

 
FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH 
What comes to mind when you ponder your future?  Is it exciting?  Are you fearful?  Do you 
imagine you’ll fall in love, marry and have children?  You know, that is what God intended when 
He created Adam and Eve.  After all, when Adam first saw Eve he said, “Wo-man!” J  
 
Because monks and priests weren’t allowed to marry, Martin had no marriage plans.  But the 
Reformation changed all that and now clergy men were getting married.  Even though other 
priests were getting married, Martin stayed single.  He thought he was far too busy to be 
married and to be concerned about someone else, eating meals at regular times, having to 
make his bed every day and so on.  His work was consuming enough.  No room for a woman.  
Until that day he met Katerina von Bora.   
 
WEDDING BELLS ARE RINGING 
The Roman Catholic Church continued to view marriage for their clergy as unacceptable.  Yet 
the Reformers continued to state that marriage was fine if they so choose.  A group of runaway 
nuns came to Luther and the other reformers and wedding bells were heard as many of these 
men and women decided to get married.  It didn’t happen overnight, in fact it took a couple 
years, but nearly a dozen of these runaway nuns were married (but not Martin).  He was too 
busy.  Nevertheless, Martin had met his match with Katerina (Katie).  She was a strong-willed 
woman who was just as sharp as Martin was.  Martin tried to arrange a marriage for her, but 
none of the other men would marry her.   
 
It is said that Martin’s father, Hans Luther, really wanted to see him married and to have 
grandchildren.  This was one way he could please his father, Martin thought.  Martin was 41 
and Katie was 26.  Although seeking to please one’s 
father is not the best reason to get married, that’s for 
sure, Martin and Katie did grow in love toward one 
another and had six children.  They were married for 
20 years until Martin’s death.   
 
Katie was an educated woman.  She could read and 
write which was unusual for women in those days.  
She even knew some Latin.  Of Katie Luther it was 
said, “She understands the Bible better than any 
papist did 20 years ago.”  She learned Proverbs 31 by 
heart.  Check it out, ladies! 
 
Now that he was married, Martin had to change some 
things about his life.  He had to sleep in a clean bed with 
clean sheets and wear clean clothes and eat meals are regular times.  Oh, the madness!  (Ha!)  



  

He sometimes grumbled about these changes to his single lifestyle.  Nevertheless, over the 
years, the slight affection grew to a tremendous and deep love for one another.  Yes, Martin 
and Katie Luther lived a good life and had a good marriage. 
 
LUTHER CONTINUES TO WORK 
Martin didn’t stop working or writing just because he got married.  Heaven’s no.  He ramped it 
up, along with the other reformers, to carry on the Reformation wildfire. While many weren’t 
sure of what to do, Luther and the reformers realized that the people knew very little about the 
Bible and what it meant to be Christians.  Martin collected his sermons, added new ones, and 
shared these with the people.  He translated the Latin church service into German so the 
common people could understand it and take part in it.  
 
Before the Reformation, only choirs sang in church and this only in Latin.  The German people 
wouldn’t be able to understand what was being sung.  So Martin began to write hymns for the 
common German people to sing.  He wrote or added to 37 hymns, often using German 
melodies that people knew and German words that helped the people learn biblical teachings.  
His most famous hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” became known as the battle hymn of 

the Reformation.  In time the Lutheran Church 
became known as the singing church!  

 
By 1534, Dr. Luther had completed the 
translation of the Old Testament from Hebrew 
to German.  The entire Bible was now available 
in the language of the people.  This was 
monumental at the time!  The division between 
the Germany and Italy grew.   
 
The common people needed help in 
understanding the Christian faith so Dr. Luther 
wrote two books, catechisms, to help.  The 

Small Catechism was for the homes to use so 
that parents and children could learn together.  The Large Catechism was primarily for the 
pastors and professors who needed further instruction. 
 
As the Reformation spread across Germany and beyond, it became clear that differences 
existed among the protestants, the term given to those who protested against the Roman 
Catholic Church.  Some protestants did not believe that the body and blood of Jesus were 
present in the Lord’s Supper.  They believed that the bread and wine only symbolized His body 
and blood.  Although many urged him to compromise with the other reformers on this issue, 
Dr. Luther heroically refused and stood his ground as he stood on the truth of the Bible.   
 
Although Dr. Luther was a man who was vocal and strong, he also was a man whose words got 
him into trouble.  Sometimes he spoke too rash, too harshly, and even some of his brothers in 



  

the faith were disappointed in him.  Martin Luther was far from perfect.  He was both a sinner 
as well as a great hero of the faith. 
 
THE FINAL YEARS 
Martin Luther was by no means, a one-man show.  God raised up other 
strong leaders to work along-side him and help write other important 
documents explaining the views of the “Lutherans” as they were becoming 
known.  They didn’t desire this name, Lutheran, but it was given to them as 
a derogatory label.  Yet, these Lutherans wore the label with honor.  One 
such Reformer was Philip Melanchthon who helped author the Augsburg 
Confession, a vital document that stated the belief of Dr. Luther and the 
reformers based on God’s Word as well as stood up against what the 
Roman Catholic Church believed.   
 
 
In his later years, Martin spent most of his time teaching and talking with 
students in his home.  Topics like women, school, Roman Catholics, war, 
Muslims, etc. were all topics of discussion.  Later these students gathered 
their notes from these informal sessions and published Table Talk, one of 
the most interesting collections of the thoughts of a famous person that exists anywhere.  
 
By 1537, Martin Luther was beginning to show the signs of age and the consequences of a life 
lived without great care for his body.  His health was getting worse.  He began to complain 
about living, was just so tired of all the stress. There were numerous times he believed he was 
near death. Once, following a false report of his death (yes, fake news existed back then too), 
Martin wrote, “I assure you that I am still living, to the great disgust of the devil, the pope, my 
enemies, and myself.”  
 
His heart was broken when his 13-year old daughter, Magdalena, died in 1542.  Much of his 
passion left following her death, and Luther was not always a pleasant person to be around.  
 
Because of his declining health, his leadership role also declined.  The church still honored him, 
though, and valued his opinions until the day he died.   
 
He died on February 18, 1546.  Martin went to bed after eating his dinner, complaining of chest 
pains.  Around 2:00 A.M. his sons checked on him and found him praying.  They all knew that 
death was near.  Someone asked, “Reverend Father, are you willing to die in the name of the 
Christ and the doctrine which you have preached?”  Luther said, “Yes,” in a strong voice.  It was 
his last word.   
 
Martin Luther came full circle.  In the city of his birth, Eisleben, he died at the age of 62.  After a 
funeral service in Eisleben, his body was brought back to Wittenberg in a tin coffin carried on a 
horse drawn wagon.  People lined the streets of each town through which the procession 
passed.  Four days later the coffin entered the main door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, 



  

where almost 30 years earlier Martin had nailed the Ninety-five Theses, which had started the 
Reformation.  After a funeral service his body was placed in a tomb in front of the pulpit from 
which he had preached.  Martin Luther had at last found peace.  His work was finished, but 
what he began still lives on today. 
 
We as Lutherans continue on in this Christian faith based on the Word of God as our primary 
source of authority and truth.  Dr. Martin Luther was an ordinary man whom God chose to 
rediscover the truth that Jesus Christ lived and died for all people and gives salvation freely to 
all who accept His gift by faith.  Luther’s name also reminds us of a very brave man who stood 
up to the lies created by man.  His life shows what God can do when He reaches out and calls 
people and gives them the courage to live for Him.  May you have that same courage in Christ!  
Amen! 
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