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The Life and Times of Martin Luther  
Unit 1 

 
 
 
A HERO OF THE FAITH 
He has been called a hero of the Christian faith.  Back in the 1500’s, when people were 
confused and lacked hope in God, when lies about Christianity were abundant, when people 
felt forgotten, God worked through Martin Luther to remove the cloak of deceit off the truth 
found in Scripture about Jesus and His saving work for all people.   
 

Yes, Martin Luther was a hero of the faith, but he wasn’t a hero like many 
think about today.  People today will view a sports figure, actor/actress, 
talk show host, politician or a singer as a hero.  They may be outspoken, 
but rarely will they lay their lives down for what they believe.  Martin 
Luther took a stand against the greatest worldly powers of the time (the 
emperor, the pope, the church, etc.) even to the 
point of facing death.   Martin Luther was a man to 
whom God gave great courage to make an impact 
not only on his society and culture, but on 

subsequent generations including ours today.  In fact, a famous civil rights 
leader here in America was named after Martin Luther.  Perhaps you’ve 
heard of him. J  Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is the man to whom I 
refer.  His father changed his name when he was young to reflect the 
great reformer of some 500 years earlier.   
 
THE EARLY YEARS 
More than 500 years ago Martin Luther was born on November 10, 1483 in a small German 
town called Eisleben.  He was baptized when he was one day old.  You may find it interesting 
that Luther was nine years old when Christopher Columbus set sail on his first trip across the 
ocean. 
 
Luther’s world looked very different than ours today.  No electricity!  Imagine all the things you 
do that require electricity!  The internal combustion engine hadn’t been invented yet so people 
didn’t travel in a nice car with air conditioning, but by foot, horse and carriage, or perhaps a 
boat.  There was one great invention that happened about 33 years before Luther.  Johann 
Guttenberg invented the printing press.  It changed how the people communicated so much, it 
had a similar change on the culture as the Internet has had on ours.   
 
Food in Luther’s day was simple.  Meat was expensive and scarce.  No Chick-fil-A down the road 
to grab a bite.  The poorer people, like Luther’s family, would eat vegetables and rye bread.  
Potatoes and tomatoes were unknown in Europe until explorers introduced them from 
Columbus’ discovery of the New World.  
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Martin’s parents were Hans and Margaret.  Hans worked in the 
copper mines, a dangerous and dirty job.  When Martin was 
young, Hans moved his family from Eisleben to Mansfield, in the 
heart of the mining area, and began saving his money to give his 
family a good foundation and future.  Margaret worked hard 
taking care of their small home.  The kids did too!  There were 
plenty of chores to go around.  Martin had several brothers and 
sisters and seems to have been closest with his brother, James.  
 
The family attended church regularly, yet their home life wasn’t overly religious.  As was typical, 
Martin Luther knew about God and the devil and saw God primarily as an angry, powerful being 
that would judge and punish people for their sins.  Martin’s parents were very strict.  Later in 
life he wrote about being beaten with a birch stick until he bled for taking one small hazelnut 
without asking.  Even so, he respected his parents and believed they were only trying to help 
him become a better person.  
 
 
EARLY EDUCATION 
It didn’t take long for his family to notice he was a smart little guy.  Schools back then were only 
attended by boys, usually starting around 6 or 7 years of age.  Luther began at age four.  He 
attended Mansfield Latin School.  His strict parents paved the way, you might say, for Luther to 
handle the strict teachers.  Later in life he wrote how teachers should be more kind to the 
students in their schools.  
 
Mansfield Latin School was run by the Roman Catholic Church where they taught everything in 
Latin, not German, even though they were in Germany.  Latin was the language used in the 
education world – church, courts, business, and society.  All books were written in Latin too. 
 
Martin was an excellent student and enjoyed learning, especially music.  Like any normal 
growing boy, Martin found himself getting in trouble at times.  The teacher would make a mark 
next to a student’s name on the board when the student did something wrong and once a 
week, the student would get as many swats as there were marks on the board.   Martin 
remembers very well the morning he received 15 swats for his mistakes that week!  Ouch!  
Imagine that happening today!   
 
Overall, Martin succeeded well in school and his parents were encouraged with his growth.  In 
fact, they encouraged Martin to use that brain of his and become a lawyer.  In 1497, his parents 
sent him to the Cathedral school in Magdeburg, 40 miles away.  He did well there but as he 
grew in knowledge, he found himself questioning much about life and death.  God’s love wasn’t 
mentioned at the school so Luther wondered about that too.  He stayed at that school for only 
one year before being sent 60 miles from home to Eisenach to finish high school.   
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Hans Luther worked hard and increased his wealth.  This fostered his desire to see his son 
become a lawyer.  Such a career required money and an excellent education.  Hans was 
determined that Martin would have both.  
 
The happiest years of Luther’s younger life were the three years he spent at St. George’s School 
in Eisenach.  There he lived with a family named Cotta and found out what a happy family life 
could be like.  His doubts about God slipped into the background as he concentrated on his 
studies.  For the first time, he met teachers who gave him respect instead of beatings.  
 
CHANGE IN PLANS/LIFE AT THE UNIVERSITY 
Martin was a great student as far as academics go.  The professors were very impressed. He 
earned his bachelor’s degree in 1502.  Yet, in spite of his academic success, he still struggled 
and worried about his salvation.  He knew he wasn’t good enough to be saved.  After earning 
his bachelor’s degree, he continued his studies to earn a Master of Arts degree.  He received 
this degree after three years of study yet he became more confused about his faith and belief 
about God.  Soon Martin began to study law, just as his father had hoped.  It didn’t last.  After 
two months he quit and went home.  His parents were angry and ordered him back to Erfurt.  
On the way, something happened that changed his life forever. 

 
The story is told that while Martin walked along the 
route to Erfurt, a storm brewed.  Lightning, thunder and 
rain began to make for a dangerous scene.  Not having 
any good place to find shelter, lightning struck all 
around him.  He fell down and cried, “Save me, St. Anne, 
and I will become a monk.”  When the storm ended, 
Martin realized he’d been spared and thus, decided to 
make good on his promise.  He thought that living in a 
monastery as a monk would help him live a God pleasing 

life.  No friend nor family could talk him out of this decision.  At 21 years of age, Martin Luther 
gave his life to the Roman Catholic Church in return for peace of mind and certainty of 
salvation.  Yet, what he was to find was anything but peace and salvation.  In fact, he struggled 
much in the monastery and soon became to realize the corruption in the church. 
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The Life and Times of Martin Luther 
Unit 2 

 
 
FROM CONFUSION TO PURPOSE 
Martin Luther wasn’t the only young person who was 
confused about God, the Bible, heaven and hell, and 
what it all meant for his life.  He was in good company 
as even the heroes of the Bible were normal people 
with confusion, doubts and fears.  Abraham pretended 
his wife was his sister in order to protect his own life.  
David committed adultery and in order to cover up his 
sin, caused another man to die.  All the disciples 
disserted Jesus when He was arrested.  When pressure 
grew, Peter denied even knowing Jesus. So, the doubts, 
confusion and fears that influenced Martin Luther to 
join a monastery were normal too.   
 
 
Martin’s decision, although built on fear and confusion, was one of great courage too.  He 
showed great courage to keep his vow to St. Anne even though his teachers, fellow students, 
and even his parents sought to change his mind about entering the monastery.  In their eyes, 
Martin was smart and had lots to offer, so, why waste it becoming a man in the clergy?  Why 
loose a successful career as a lawyer or a teacher to be a priest?  It was certainly no coward 
who chose to leave the outside world and become a monk in 1505. 
 
DAYS IN THE MONASTERY 
Martin Luther entered the Order of Augustine in Erfurt.  Every new student was allowed two 
months to decide whether he really wanted to become part of such a strict life.  When this 
period ended, Martin was invited to become a novice, a new monk-in-training.  He sincerely 
wanted to be a priest, partly because he was sure that hardworking priest would go to heaven.  
But as the time approached for him to conduct his first Mass (Holy 
Communion service), he became more and more afraid of the 
responsibility.  Martin wanted to do everything perfectly, especially 
when he found out that his father was coming to hear him. 
 
Although he struggled with the idea of a sinful priest talking to 
Almighty God in the Mass, Martin managed to get through the 
service.  Afterward his teachers, his fellow monks, and even his father 
congratulated him.  His father, however, was still not pleased with his 
son’s decision.  Hans Luther asked Martin if he was sure it was God 
and not the devil who had sent the thunderstorm.  Deep down 
Martin felt the same doubts he always had.  As a priest Martin 
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worked as hard as he could to please God.  He fasted so much that he almost starved himself to 
death.  Later in life he once said, “If any monk ever got to heaven by being a monk, I, too, would 
have made it.” 
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING, LEARNING AND TEACHING 
Soon after Martin became a priest, the prior (head) of the monastery arranged for Martin to 
begin studying for a degree in biblical studies.  Before long, John Staupitz, head of all the 
Augustinian monks in Germany, asked Luther to join him in teaching philosophy at the 
university in Wittenberg.  Wittenberg was a little town 100 miles away in the German province 
of Saxony.   

  
Luther was glad for the invitation to work with Staupitz.  Luther 

had met him many times in the monastery and often thought of 
Staupitz as a father who understood his needs.  Staupitz 
became a ‘spiritual father’ to Martin who taught him that God 
was more than a judge, that God was loving, and that 

salvation came as a gift of God’s love.  But Luther refused to 
accept a solution where his own contribution was unnecessary.   

 
In 1510, Martin was chosen to represent the Augustinian Order 

at an important meeting in Rome, the center of the Roman 
Catholic church.  He made the journey to Rome on foot with 

another monk, traveling the 850 miles in about 40 days.  That 
distance is about the same as walking from Cypress, TX to St. Louis, MO.   

 
By going to Rome, Martin hoped to have his doubts removed.  Martin found instead that his 
doubts increased.  He saw priests living in great wealth while the people lived in poverty.  Many 
leaders of the church openly broke their vows of chastity.  He saw priests selling souvenirs, 
including the supposed relics from Bible times.  Some priests treated the Mass as if it was  
something ordinary; no big deal.   
 
While he was in Rome, Martin went to the “Holy Stairs,” 
which were supposed to be the very ones Jesus had 
climbed in Jerusalem on His way to the trial before Pilate.  
“If you climb these on your knees,” the church had said, 
“you and your relatives will be spared punishment in 
purgatory, the place where people are cleansed after 
death before they enter heaven.”  Martin climbed 
them one by one, but nothing eased his doubts and 
fears.  He returned from Rome shocked by the things he 
had seen. 
 
Martin received a Doctor of Theology degree from Wittenberg University, the highest 
degree a student of the Bible could earn.  He also became one of the most popular preachers in 
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the city.  Since Staupitz was retiring from his position at the university, he arranged for Martin 
to take his place.  Staupitz knew that Martin would have to study the Bible closely.  Staupitz 
believed that Martin eventually would find the answer for which he had looked so long and 
which Staupitz had tried unsuccessfully to show him. 
 
REALIZING THE GOD OF LOVE 
Martin enjoyed reading and studying the Bible, and he enjoyed preaching about what he had 
learned.  The people enjoyed hearing about God’s Word instead of the church’s laws.   
 
Doctor Luther also began to understand what Staupitz had been talking about.  In the Psalms he 
learned that God didn’t want to condemn sinners but save them.  He began to realize that God, 
who would sacrifice His own Son for people, could hardly hate 
them.  And finally, sometime in 1514, when he was 30 years old, 
Martin found the key in Romans 1:16-17: “I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes...The righteous will live by faith.”  
 
For years Martin worried about life after death.   
He worried about whether or not he would go to heaven.  He 
worried about his salvation.  What a great relief it was to him 
when he realized Jesus had already accomplished all that was necessary to earn him salvation 
and eternal life in heaven.  Salvation is something we Christians receive by faith . . . and faith is 
something the Holy Spirit brings us through the Word of God.  We don’t earn it, but we do 
receive it.  At long last, Martin realized the love of God.  As he shared this good news with 
others, the people who listened to him grew and his popularity increased greatly.  The more he 
studied the Bible, the more he found things that were contrary to what the Roman Catholic 
Church was teaching at the time.  He found that most of the church’s stories about the apostles 
were made up and that nowhere in scripture are people encouraged to pray to the saints.  
 
The people liked what they heard from Dr. Luther; however, some of his fellow teachers did 
not.  The next thing he questioned proved to be an even bigger issue!  For years, when the 
church wanted to raise money, it sold indulgences (letters that excused people from doing 
penance (Penance was some action done to show that a person was truly sorry for committing 
a sin).  Wealthy people, and even some of the poor who couldn’t really afford indulgences, 
bought them to avoid the inconvenience of penance.   
 
Yet in the days of Dr. Luther, this indulgence selling grew to a horrible state.  People were being 
told they could basically buy forgiveness. They were buying forgiveness of sins instead of 
freedom from penance.   Some were told that they could pay off years of punishment their 
dead relatives were experiencing in Purgatory.  They were taught that Purgatory was the place 
souls went, like a holding tank, in order to get cleaned up enough to enter paradise.  Martin 
knew this was wrong.  He knew from the Bible’s truth that forgiveness of sins comes freely from 
God because of Jesus’ suffering and death.  So, he began to speak out against indulgence sales 
and to plan for a formal discussion about them with his fellow teachers and priests.  
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THE NINETY-FIVE THESES 
Of all the indulgence salesmen, John Tetzel 
was the most effective and, according to Dr. 
Luther, the most disgusting.  Tetzel would 
say anything about indulgences that would 
bring in more money to the Church.  Playing 
on emotions, Tetzel painted gruesome 
pictures of those suffering in purgatory 
calling out to loved ones to ease their pain 
through the purchase of indulgences.  When 

the members of Luther’s congregation began to purchase indulgences, Luther got angry to say 
the least.  He refused to ignore the sins of those who came to confession with indulgences 
bought from Tetzel.  Luther also instructed his members not to purchase them and instead, to 
fully rely on the grace of God found in Jesus at the cross. 
 
Long before the Internet, cell phones, television and Snapchat, Dr. Luther did what any normal 
educated man would have done.  He carefully and methodically crafted out the errors in the 
church and posted them up in public in order to call the other priests and leaders to have a 
discussion, a debate about these issues.  On Oct 31, 1517 he nailed his 95 Theses (95 
Statements) to the main door of the 
Castle Church in Wittenberg for the 
other scholars to read and discuss.  Most 
of the local citizens ignored what Dr. 
Luther wrote, partly because posting 
announcements was common in that day 
and also, because these 95 Theses were 
written in Latin (the language of the 
educated) and not in German (the 
language of the common people).   
 
Within a month, though, these theses 
had set Germany on fire.  They were 
translated into German and before long, 
educated and common folk alike were 
talking about a monk who had said that 
people could go directly to God for 
forgiveness (and not the Pope), and that the rich should give their indulgence money to charity.  
Intending only to point out and discuss what he believed the church was doing wrong, Luther 
instead sparked a revolution.  It soon became known as . . . the Reformation!   
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The Life and Times of Martin Luther 
Unit 3 

 
Are you a person who seeks to stand for truth even if it means you lose a friend?  Or, are you a 
person who goes along with the crowd, even if you know the direction of the crowd is wrong?  
If you had friends who were believing in something contrary to God’s Word, would it be easy 
for you to show them the error of their ways?  Or, are you not confident enough to tell them 
what is right and wrong based on God’s Word? 
 
Martin Luther took a stand for Truth over and above the common view of the church and his 
friends.  When he realized what the Bible actually says about God, grace, mercy, law and 
gospel, he knew he had to make this wonderful news known.  He didn’t set out to be a hero.  
He didn’t set out to create havoc.  He didn’t set out to rock the world with one of the greatest 
events ever in history.  Yet, that is exactly what he did as he sought to make known the love of 
God found in Jesus Christ.   
 
Sad to say, not everyone was happy about what Luther was making known.  While many of the 
common folk were happy with the news, the leaders of the Roman Catholic Church were 
furious.  Before long, Luther found himself in quite a bit of trouble with the church. 

 
 

Pope Leo X tried to ignore Luther’s comments but Luther’s popularity 
grew.  The pope ordered him to Rome to explain his actions.  Martin, of 
course, knew what happened to people who protested against the 
Roman Catholic Church.  In an attempt to avoid a martyr’s death, Luther 
asked Frederick the Wise, Prince of Saxony, for help.  
Although he didn’t approve of what Luther had 
said, Frederick was a good and fair man.   

He arranged for Luther to be examined by church 
officials in Germany rather than Rome. This helped 

save Luther’s life.   
 
LUTHER DEFENDS HIMSELF 
Luther met three times with church officials in 

the German city of Augsburg, but the meetings 
didn’t begin to solve the problems.  Soon afterward, 

Doctor Luther and his friend, Andreas Carlstadt, debated John Eck, a 
leader of the opponents.  During the debate Luther claimed that only 
the Bible was without error.  “The church and even the pope can make 
mistakes,” said Luther.  While such a statement doesn’t seem like a big 
deal today, back then this was considered heresy, the most serious of 
all religious crimes.   
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Luther never intended that his 95 Theses would spark such controversy, nor that his comments 
in front of church officials would be taken so harshly.  He honestly thought that the church 
officials would see the error of their interpretation of scripture and be grateful for having the 
truth shown to them.  Yet the spark he ignited was being fanned into flame and Luther was a 
man who was bold to stand firm on what God’s Word said. Luther knew that this would most 
certainly end up costing him his life.  Although Luther was once very timid and fearful of God 
and the Word, now was gaining courage from the Lord to stand firm in Truth.  
 
Martin Luther continued to speak and write pamphlets about the changes he believed to be 
necessary.  He challenged the Roman Catholic Church belief that there were seven sacraments 
(holy acts).  Luther said that only Holy Baptism and Holy Communion (and to some extent 
Confession-Absolution) were the only sacraments.  The term sacrament was defined containing 
these three characteristics: 1. A tangible element  2. Commanded by Christ  3. For the 
forgiveness of sins.  Thus, the sacraments of Baptism and Communion were firmly held to as 
sacraments.  
 
Pope Leo X was even more upset and signed a papal bull, a document that called Luther a 
traitor, a heretic, and ordered his writings to be burned.  The word “bull” in this context comes 
from the Latin word, “bulla”, referring to the 
official seal of the pope.  Pope Leo X threatened 
to excommunicate Luther, removing him from 
the church, unless within 60 days he took back 
everything he had written or said about the 
Roman Catholic Church and its leaders.  Martin, 
of course, had a growing faith and trust in God 
and with courage from the Holy Spirit, he 
refused to take back anything.  Within days his 
books and pamphlets were being burned by his 
enemies.  When the 60 day deadline came, Luther 
and his friends enjoyed having their own burning as 
 they burned the papal bull.  Martin Luther was now a man, a monk, without a church.   
 
 

In April 1521, the Holy Roman Emperor ordered Luther to appear 
before a diet in the city of Worms, Germany.  A diet was a gathering of 
the political representatives from the territories that made up the 
Empire. Other leaders of the church who had roles in civil government 
were also there.  The emperor, Charles V, thought Luther could be 
easily handled and the problems easily solved in a day or two.  He was 
wrong.  On the way to the diet, people lined the streets to greet Luther, 
to cheer him on like some celebrity.  He was the common folk’s hero 
now.  Two thousand people greeted him and tried to touch his clothes.   
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Martin Luther faced the men of the diet in the early evening of April 17, 1521.  He was asked 
two simple questions and warned not to speak except to answer the questions.  The speaker 
pointed to the various writings of Luther, those that weren’t burned, of course, and asked if 
they were his.  Luther replied, “Yes.”  Then the speaker asked Luther if he was ready to recant 
(take back) what he had written.  (Long pause as tension built) 
 
Luther knew he could be executed for heresy if he answered, “No”.  Afterall, he had made a 
vow to be faithful and obedient to the Roman Catholic Church.  Yet as a Doctor of Theology, he 
also had vowed to be true to the Holy Scriptures.  In this moment, it seemed that these two 
vows contradicted each other.  Since the answer was so important, Luther asked for 24 hours to 
think about what he would say.  His request was granted.  
 
After a night of prayer and struggle, some 24 hours later, Martin Luther returned to the diet 
with his answer, “Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain reason, I do not accept the 

authority of popes and councils, for they have 
contradicted each other.  My conscience is 
captive to the Word of God.  I cannot and I 
will not recant anything, for to go against my 
conscience is neither right nor safe.  God help 
me.  Amen.”  
 Some writings have also stated that he said, 
“Here I stand.  I can do no other.” 
 
His answer was clear.  His answer was bold.  
His answer upset the leaders yet he was 
allowed to return to Wittenberg.  His death 

sentence was surely to be issued.  Yet, on the way back to Wittenberg, a band of horsemen 
confronted the group near Eisenach and kidnapped Luther, taking him away on horse into the 
forest.  Only later did his group learn that the 
kidnapping had been planned as a way to get Luther to 
a safe place so that he wouldn’t be killed.  This fake 
kidnapping actually saved Luther’s life.  He lived in 
hiding for some time at the Wartburg Castle near 
Eisenach on May 4, 1521.  There he let his beard and 
hair grow long, changing his identity and took on the 
name Junker Jorge, German for Knight George.  Most 
people had no idea what happened to Luther.  They 
presumed him dead.  There was no social media back 
then, ya know. J   
 
During the next 10 months Luther hunted with the other knights.  No one revealed his true 
identity.  Yet most of his time was spent writing letters to friends, pamphlets, studying and 
translating the Scriptures.  One of his most famous works was his translation of the New 
Testament into German.  He completed this remarkable task in about 3 months.   
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REFORMATION CHANGES 
The Reformation changes continued to take place in Wittenberg.  Private confession before a 
priest wasn’t seen as necessary.  Priests began to marry. People were being given wine in the 
Lord’s Supper along with the bread.  Not everyone who favored the Reformation was pleased 
with the changes though.  Sides formed.  Arguments were had.  People couldn’t agree on how 
to best move forward in the Christian faith now that they saw the errors in the Roman Catholic 
Church.  Some of Luther’s followers did some horrible things like raid the catholic churches, 
beat up priests and smash statues.  The leaders of Wittenberg who knew he was alive begged 
him to return to Wittenberg to restore peace and order, even though he could be killed on 
sight.  Luther did return, happy to be out of hiding and a part of the action once again.  For 
eight days straight he preached, urging people to calm down and to stop destroying churches.  
Some of his followers thought he was wimping out and losing courage, while most were 
pleased to have peace in Wittenberg once again. 
 
It didn’t take long for the return of Luther to be known all around. Peasants supported Luther 
and in their fervor, unfortunately, they revolted strongly against the government officials of 
that day, called the Princes.  The peasants saw their lives getting better and took force into 
their own hands.  Before long, bands of peasants were roaming the countryside, looting and 
robbing the rich and destroying their castles.   
 
Although Luther had encouraged the Princes to deal generously with the peasants, after seeing 
the misplaced fervor and sin of the peasants, Luther encouraged the Princes to deal with the 
peasants as severely as needed to put down their rebellion.  As the Peasants’ War neared 
Saxony, Luther wrote a powerful pamphlet against them saying, “Let everyone who can, smite, 
slay and stab (those who revolt), secretly or openly, remembering that nothing can be more 
poisonous, hurtful, or devilish than a rebel.  It is just as when one must kill a mad dog; if you 
don’t strike him, he will strike you, and the whole land with you.”  It didn’t take long for Luther 
to realize he had spoken too harshly. 
 
Many peasants felt betrayed by Luther.  Most of them had supported the Reformation and they 
expected him to support them now in their endeavors.  When the Princes read Luther’s 
pamphlet, they felt they could do exactly what Luther had said.  In May 1525, the princes 
attached a group of 6,000 peasants and killed more than 5,000 of them.  The rebellion was 
broken, but in the brief months of the Peasants’ War, 400 cloisters and castles were destroyed 
and more than 100,000 people died.  
 
In spite of this tragedy, Luther did not stop doing those things he thought were right and 
faithful to God and the Word.  With the end of the Peasants’ War, he eagerly returned to 
several new projects.  Now in his early 40’s, Luther was about to begin a new chapter of his life: 
marriage.   
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The Life and Times of Martin Luther 
Unit 4 

 
FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH 
What comes to mind when you ponder your future?  Is it exciting?  Are you fearful?  Do you 
imagine you’ll fall in love, marry and have children?  You know, that is what God intended when 
He created Adam and Eve.  After all, when Adam first saw Eve he said, “Wo-man!” J  
 
Because monks and priests weren’t allowed to marry, Martin had no marriage plans.  But the 
Reformation changed all that and now clergy men were getting married.  Even though the other 
men were getting married, Martin stayed single.  He thought he was far too busy to be married 
and to be concerned about someone else, eating meals at regular times, having to make his bed 
every day and so on.  His work was consuming enough.  No room for a woman.  Until that day 
he met Katerina von Bora.   
 
WEDDING BELLS ARE RINGING 
The Roman Catholic Church continued to view marriage for their clergy as unacceptable.  Yet 
the Reformers continued to state that marriage was fine if they so choose.  A group of runaway 
nuns came to Luther and the other reformers and wedding bells were heard as many of these 
men and women decided to get married.  It didn’t happen overnight, in fact it took a couple 
years, but nearly a dozen of these runaway nuns were married (but not Martin).  He was too 
busy.  Nevertheless, Luther had met his match with Katerina (Katie).  She was a strong-willed 
woman who was just as sharp as Luther was.  Luther tried to arrange a marriage for her, but 
none of the other men would marry her.   
 
It is said that Martin’s father, Hans Luther, really wanted to see him married and to have 
grandchildren.  This was one way he could please his father, Luther thought.  Martin was 41 and 
Katie was 26.  Although seeking to please one’s father 
is not the best reason to get married, that’s for sure, 
Martin and Katie did grow in love toward one another 
and had six children.  They were married for 20 years 
until Martin’s death.   
 
Katie was an educated woman.  She could read and 
write which was unusual for women in those days.  
She even knew some Latin.  Of Katie Luther it was 
said, “She understands the Bible better than any 
papist did 20 years ago.”  She learned Proverbs 31 by 
heart.  
 
Now that he was married, Martin had to change some 
things about his life.  He had to sleep in a clean bed with 
clean sheets and wear clean clothes and eat meals are regular times.  Oh, the madness!  (ha!)  
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He sometimes grumbled about these changes to his single lifestyle.  Nevertheless, over the 
years, the slight affection grew to a tremendous and deep love for one another.  Yes, Martin 
and Katie Luther lived a good life and had a good marriage. 
 
LUTHER CONTINUES TO WORK 
Martin didn’t stop working or writing just because he got married.  Heaven’s no.  He ramped it 
up, along with the other reformers, to carry on the Reformation wildfire. While many weren’t 
sure of what to do, Luther and the reformers realized that the people knew very little about the 
Bible and what it meant to be Christians.  Luther collected his sermons, added new ones, and 
shared these with the people.  He translated the Latin church service into German so the 
common people could understand it and take part in it. 
 
Before the Reformation, only choirs sang in church and this only in Latin.  The German people 
wouldn’t be able to understand what was being sung.  So Martin began to write hymns for the 
common German people to sing.  He wrote or added to 37 hymns, often using German 
melodies that people knew and German words that helped the people learn biblical teachings.  
His most famous hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” became known as the battle hymn of 

the Reformation.  In time the Lutheran Church 
became known as the singing church!  

 
By 1534, Martin had completed the translation 
of the Old Testament from Hebrew to German.  
The entire Bible was now available in the 
language of the people.  This was monumental 
at the time!  The division between the Germany 
and Italy grew.   
 
The common people needed help in 
understanding the Christian faith so Luther 
wrote two books, catechisms, to help.  The 

Small Catechism was for the homes to use so 
that parents and children could learn together.  The Large Catechism was primarily for the 
pastors and professors who needed further instruction. 
 
As the Reformation spread across Germany and beyond, it became clear that the differences 
existed among the protestants, the term given to those who protested against the Roman 
Catholic Church.  Some did not believe that the body and blood of Jesus were present in the 
Lord’s Supper.  They believed that the bread and wine only symbolized His body and blood.  
Although many urged him to compromise with the other reformers on this issue, he heroically 
refused and stood his ground as he stood on the truth of the Bible.   
 
Although Luther was a man who was vocal and strong, he also was a man whose words got him 
into trouble.  Sometimes he spoke too rash, too harshly, and even some of his brothers in the 
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faith were disappointed in him.  Martin Luther was far from perfect.  He was both a sinner as 
well as a great hero of the faith. 
 
THE FINAL YEARS 
Martin Luther was by no means, a one-man show.  God raised up other 
strong leaders to work along side him and help write other important 
documents explaining the views of the “Lutherans” as they were becoming 
known.  They didn’t desire this name, Lutheran, but it was given to them as 
a derogatory label.  Yet, these Lutherans wore the label with honor.  One 
such Reformer was Philip Melanchthon who helped author the Augsburg 
Confession, a vital document that stated the belief of Luther and the 
reformers based on God’s Word as well as stood up against what the 
Roman Catholic Church believed.   
 
 
In his later years, Luther spent most of his time teaching and talking with 
students in his home.  Topics like women, school, Roman Catholics, war, 
Muslims, etc. were all topics of discussion.  Later these students gathered 
their notes from these informal sessions and published Table Talk, one of 
the most interesting collections of the thoughts of a famous person that exists anywhere.  
 
By 1537, Martin Luther was beginning to show the signs of age and the consequences of a life 
lived without great care for his body.  His health was getting worse.  He began to complain 
about living, was just so tired of all the stress. There were numerous times he believed he was 
near death. Once, following a false report (yes, fake news existed back then) of his death, 
Martin wrote, “I assure you that I am still living, to the great disgust of the devil, the pope, my 
enemies, and myself.”  
 
His heart was broken when his 13-year old daughter, Magdalena, died in 1542.  Much of his 
passion left following her death, and Luther was not always a pleasant person to be around.  
 
Because of his declining health, his leadership role also declined.  The church still honored him, 
though, and valued his opinions until the day he died.   
 
He died on February 18, 1546.  Martin went to bed after eating his dinner, complaining of chest 
pains.  Around 2:00 A.M. his sons checked on him and found him praying.  They all knew that 
death was near.  Someone asked, “Reverend Father, are you willing to die in the name of the 
Christ and the doctrine which you have preached?”  Luther said, “Yes,” in a strong voice.  It was 
his last word.   
 
Martin Luther came full circle.  In the city of his birth, Eisleben, he died at the age of 62.  After a 
funeral service in Eisleben, his body was brought back to Wittenberg in a tin coffin carried on a 
horse drawn wagon.  People lined the streets of each town through which the procession 
passed.  Four days later the coffin entered the main door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, 
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where almost 30 years earlier Luther had nailed the Ninety-five Theses, which had started the 
Reformation.  After a funeral service his body was placed in a tomb in front of the pulpit from 
which he had preached.  Martin Luther had at last found peace.  His work was finished, but 
what he began still lives on today. 
 
We as Lutherans continue on in this Christian faith based on the Word of God as our primary 
source of authority and truth.  Luther was an ordinary man whom God chose to rediscover the 
truth that Jesus Christ lived and died for all people and gives salvation freely to all who accept 
His gift by faith.  Luther’s name also reminds us of a very brave man who stood up to the lies 
created by man.  His life shows what God can do when He reaches out and calls people and 
gives them the courage to live for Him.  May you have that same courage in Christ!  Amen! 
 
--------------------------- 
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