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1. What role has prayer played in your message prep in the past? How have you been 

challenged or encouraged after reading chapter 1. What steps will you take to incorporate 

prayer into your teaching prep going forward? 

2. In chapter 2, take a moment to ponder Edwards’ quote on page 26-27. How does he use the 

word “affections?” How is it different from “emotions?” Read through the advantages of heart-

changing expository preaching and be ready to discuss your favorite one. 

3. Which of the top ten tips for being clearer in chapter 3 is most interesting to you? Which one 

do you struggle with the most? Which one is the easiest? 

4. How much have you considered that there is a big idea of a passage? Are there any specifics 

in chapter 4 that you find helpful for your message prep? Anything you disagree with? 

5. One of the challenges in teaching the Bible is to help others grasp the flow of Biblical 

theology as expressed in chapter 5. What steps can you put in place in your own studies to aid 

others in this endeavor? What did you find interesting in the section that explains the pathways 

to teaching the OT? 

6. Look back over the “Delivery Sphere” illustrated in chapter 6. Any area you might excel in or 

struggle at? How purposeful are you in your delivery of a teaching message? 

7. If you have taught in the past, how willing were you to be critiqued? Do you value peer 

review as important as the authors in chapter 7 express? Please take the time to read the real-

life sermon critiques found in the appendix at the back of the book. 

8. Did you find Phil’s process of writing a sermon in chapter 8 helpful? If yes, in what way? If 

not, why not? 

 


