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Do you want to know God more intimately in 2023? Do you want 
to pray more, but sometimes you don’t know what to say? Do 
you wonder if anyone in Scripture has felt the way you do? Come 
join us as we study the Psalms this spring! 

Many people consider the book of 
Psalms the most loved portion of 
Scripture. Athanasius, a 4th century 
scholar, said, “Most Scripture speaks to 
us, while Psalms speaks for us. In the 
Psalms we enter into the experience of 
the psalmist as he pours out his heart 
to God or allows his heart to be filled 
with a fresh word from God. There is no 
human thought or emotion unexpressed 
in the Psalms. It is remarkable how our 
concerns today were expressed by the 
psalmists long ago.” 

Not only do the psalms help us and 
instruct us in worship, but we can also model God’s people in every 
season of life. We can watch them as they lament and ask questions 
of God. We can watch them counsel their own hearts and trust God 
when they are in circumstances they don’t understand. Have you 
ever wondered what David was thinking when you read passages in 2 
Samuel? Psalms show us the thoughts within his heart. They also show 
us how to worship in every situation we face, good or bad. Psalms answer 
questions like:  Why do the wicked prosper? Why was I created? How 
can I keep my way pure? Is the Bible inerrant? Will God forgive my sin?

Psalms teach us about God the Father. He is described as a shield, a 
rock, a king, a shepherd, a judge, a refuge, a redeemer, a provider, a 
protector, a healer, a deliverer, and a fortress. Psalms also share many 

Delighting in the Psalms messianic prophecies about Jesus that were fulfilled in the New 
Testament. It truly is an amazing book.

This spring, the women’s Bible study will have the opportunity to study 
Psalms 1-60 in depth, with two workbooks, DELIGHT and WAITING. 
The study will begin on Tuesday, January 24th, and run through 
April 11th. Signups will be held on the PBC website only, beginning 

January 1st. Once online registration 
is completed, you can pick up your 
workbooks in person at the outdoor 
table, also starting January 1st.  The 
cost is $25.00 for the semester and will 
increase to $30.00 on January 16th. 

Please read and complete questions in 
the first week’s lesson by the January 
24th meeting.

Each week for homework we will 
read one psalm a day for five days, 
and answer questions about that 
psalm using the workbook. Then on 
Tuesdays, when we gather together, 

one of our own PBC women will prepare a lesson to teach on one select 
psalm we covered that week. During table time, there will be further 
opportunities to pray for one another and discuss ways we can apply 
these psalms to our lives. We will also have opportunities at times to 
sing psalms to God during our worship time. 

We have been given such a treasure in the book of Psalms. I know you 
will be blessed as you read them, and your faith will be strengthened. 
Please join us on Tuesday morning or evening.  We can’t wait to get to 
know you! 

- Lauren Smith

New Psalms Study: 
TUESDAYS: January 24 – April 11

LOCATION:  PBC foyer

MORNINGS: 9:30 – 11:30 am 
(Childcare available mornings only, from birth to five years)

EVENINGS: 6:30 – 8:30 pm

SIGN UPS: online only at placeritachurch.com, under women’s 
ministries, with books available for pick-up at the outdoor table 
beginning Sunday, January 1st

COST:  $25 before January 16; includes (2) workbooks for full spring 
study (PLEASE NOTE: Price increases to $30 on January 16)

FOR MORE INFO:
Please contact Lauren Smith, dandlsmithfamily@gmail.com
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A
s I write, Christmas is a week 
away. I love thinking of our 
Savior’s birth and Jesus’ name, 
Immanuel, which means God 

with us. Because He came to earth, and 
because He never sinned, He could die in the 
place of sinners who put their trust in Him. 
Because He rose from the dead and returned 
to His Father, He sent His Holy Spirit to live in 

those who place their 
trust in Him. Because 
His Holy Spirit lives 
in us, His precious 
promise to never 

leave us or forsake us is our confidence and 
hope while we are here on earth.

With the new year ahead, we are looking 
forward to learning more about “God with us” 
as we study the Psalms in our women’s Bible 
study beginning January 24. Be sure to go 
online to sign up and then pick up your study 
materials on the patio on Sunday. Also be sure 

to check out Terah Madrid’s article, starting 
on page 8, on “waiting” which is a recurring 
theme we will study in the Psalms. 

Then be sure to save the date and some $s to 
join us at our women’s retreat in Arrowhead 
the first weekend in March. You won’t want to 
miss our speaker Cheryl Marshall, co-author 
of When Words Matter Most, or the great 
fellowship we have when we are at retreat. If 
you are new to our church or even if you have 
been here for years, we hope you will join us in 
growing together in the knowledge of our Lord 
and in love for one another. 

M
ake plans now to join friends for PBC women’s first 
destination retreat since 2019. This year it’s coming 
to the Lake Arrowhead Resort and Spa, March 3 – 5. 
Cheryl Marshall, co-author of the book, When Words 

Matter Most, will be sharing insights on building up the 
body of Christ by speaking truth in love.  

Cheryl will be sharing the biblical motivation and instruction 
for what to say – and how to say it – to those who are worried, 
weary, wayward or weeping. In four sessions she’ll talk about:  

• The Call to Speak 
• The Truth to Speak 
• The Grace to Speak (Q&A)
• The Confidence to Speak

A graduate of The Master’s University and the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Cheryl is a pastor’s wife, 
mom, and Bible teacher. She has over 25 years experience 
teaching, counseling and discipling women. She currently 
serves as Director of Women’s Ministries at her church near 
Houston, Texas. 

Details and sign-ups are available through women’s 
ministries online. Costs for the retreat will include the 

Reflections will soon be coming to you online, with features, 
photos, and periodic updates throughout the year sent directly 
to your email (with alerts through PBC social media). Make sure 
the office has your current email address so you won’t miss out! 
The new, non-print newsletters will be handy to access and read 
anytime, and easy to forward. If you have ideas, photos to share, 
or something you’d like to write, please email Karen Long at 
karenforreflections@gmail.com. We also hope to create an annual 
print edition, and welcome and appreciate your contributions to 
help encourage, equip, and connect our PBC family!

This is a publication of the Women’s Ministry of Placerita Bible 
Church. Winter 2023 edition layout by Paul Duarte, with fall event 
photos by Gina Compton. Social media posts by Maggie Silverman.
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REFLECTIONS NEWS! Digital newsletters in 2023

featured book, and everyone high school age or older is 
invited – including non-PBC friends or family. We want every 
PBC woman to come who can, and if there is a financial 
issue, we would like to try to help. 

For questions, please contact Yvette Modugno at 
fymodugno@sbcglobal.net 

A Getaway with 
Great Teaching!
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them to do and all they need is a little direction. There are 
other times when you feel like you’re getting nowhere, and 
saying the same thing over and over. The most thrilling 
times are when you have someone who is hungry for the 
answers that God has in his Word. Change isn’t always 
something dramatic that stands out – it usually takes a 
period of time. I have even had times when I met with 
someone for over a year, and saw far more change later than 
during the time I was counseling.  

Why is that? 
The big difference is in the application – applying what they 
learn. If they continue in the Scriptures, reading and going to 
Bible studies, there can be a breakthrough,  even if it didn’t 
happen in our sessions. When someone is saturating herself 
in the Word, at some point something is going to happen. 
And as a counselor, I get to be part of it and, hopefully, see 
that happen.  

What key problems do women face? 
Fear, anxiety, depression, sometimes related to marital 
issues. A wife is often more likely to seek help even when her 
husband won’t – it’s always more effective to hear both sides. 
I’ve also been able to counsel a few of the Master’s students 
with some of those issues over the years.  

Over the years, what’s been the best part of your Christian life? 
I would have to say my biblical counseling training has 
probably been the most thrilling – knowing God’s Word to 
be sufficient and being able to study and understand the 
practicality of the Scripture in ways I had never imagined. 
That has been and continues to amaze me on so many levels.  

How would you describe biblical counseling? 
You know, it’s often not what people think. Those who come 
for counseling want their problems to go away. But really, it’s 
about helping people view all of life through knowing God 
through His Word and establishing the goal of glorifying 
God with their lives. So then, even if your circumstances 
don’t change a lot, when your goal is to please the Lord, you 
can have God’s peace that surpasses all understanding. God 
uses His Word to teach, rebuke, correct and train us all. I love 
it when I’ve prayed and prayed before a counseling session, 
and I’ve prepared, and God takes it and you see it make 
sense like never before in someone’s life. Or He may even 
take it in a whole different direction than what I had planned, 
but my confidence is in the Holy Spirit taking God’s Word 
and applying it in the life of the believer as He chooses.  

How often do you see real change in someone? 
It’s always exciting when you have somebody that’s just 
ready to go… where they really want to do what God wants 

Q&A with

Carolyn
McGuire
As the head (and heart!) of PBC’s Women’s Ministries, now for over 
ten years, Carolyn also serves as an ACBC certified biblical counselor, 
teacher, writer, and one of the speakers on the Care of Souls podcast. 
She and her husband, Joe, came to Placerita 15 years ago, following 
37 years of service at Grace Community Church. They arrived at Grace 
the same year that John MacArthur became pastor 54 years ago, 
and Carolyn eventually led GCC’s women’s ministry, “Every Woman’s 
Grace.” She’s a mother of four, a grandmother of 17 (12 girls and 5 
boys, ranging in age from 30 years to 4 years), and a new great-grand-
mother! We finally cornered the writer of “Carolyn’s Corner” for this 
long overdue and lively chat.
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McGuire family, 2021

What if someone has a clinical diagnosis? 
It absolutely amazes me how the Bible addresses everything. 
You know, the DSM diagnoses are all based on a list of 
symptoms, there’s nothing you can test in a test tube and 
say this is what you have. But all of those symptoms are in 
the Bible. I know the Bible is not a textbook, something you 
can go to and look up this issue or that issue, but it does deal 
with every issue in life, and it is sufficient. And practical. In 
2 Peter 1:3-4 we see that God has given us everything we 
need for life (knowing how to deal with life in this world) and 
godliness (living to please God) through the true knowledge 
of God and His precious promises. God’s Word is just so 
amazing! Who better than the Creator knows what we need? 
And so, obviously, I have had to apply it in my own life, as 
well as encouraging my family to apply it in their lives.
  
When was your first introduction to the Bible? 
I was taught the Bible from my earliest years. My Dad was 
pastor of Central Bible Church in Aurora, Illinois. He took 
that church when I was just a few days old. I feel I grew up 
with an understanding that the Bible has the answers to life.  

As you were growing up, what did you dream of doing one day? 
I don’t know when it started, but I remember wanting to 
go to college and study psychology, and then go to a Bible 
school and study the Bible, and put them together so that 
I could help people. I know that was where I was at as a 
teenager. I had no knowledge of biblical counseling, which 
started back in the 1950s with Jay Adams, but was not known 
to me at the time.  

How did God direct your future? 
I ended up at Moody Bible Institute, in a three-year 
certificate program majoring in Christian education. I 
thought I was going to be a missionary’s wife because I met 
my husband Joe there, training as a pilot to join Mission 

Aviation Fellowship (MAF). We first met in September of my 
first year; we were on a school bus, going out from Moody 
to Wheaton College for a football game. I was sitting at the 
back of the bus with girls from my dorm, and Joe recognized 
someone from his piano class and plopped himself down 
in the middle of the girls. He’s not shy! We discovered a 
connection; I had been to California that summer visiting 
my family, and he had been there, too, working at a camp for 
needy children at Lake Tahoe. He’d already been at Moody a 
year ahead of me, and when I arrived I had a boyfriend. But I 
went home and broke up with him before Joe and I went out. 
We married in June after our graduation.  

How did you land at Grace Community Church? 
We were with MAF in Fullerton, California, on home staff, 
and later Joe became a Christian layman and pilot flying 
out of Santa Monica Airport. Our friend, the youth pastor 
at our church in Inglewood, had gone to school with John 
MacArthur and was in a quartet with him. He took us to 
meet John in his office at Grace Community a few months 
after John became pastor in February 1969, and just before 
we moved to the San Fernando Valley. We started attending 
Grace in the fall that same year, with our first baby. Our four 
kids grew up at Grace from the nursery on – we were there 
37 years. I feel like I’ve heard everything John has to say 
on most of the Bible, we were there so long! We saw John 
become the preacher of preachers; we were all young, about 
the same age group, and we were friends. We raised our kids 
together, even carpooled to Village when the first kids went 
to school. Our family grew up there, and we grew up in the 
Lord, too. Our family is greatly indebted to John and the 
ministry of that church for our spiritual well-being.  

Do you see the MacArthurs now? 
Well, this last year, when we went to the Ark Encounter, it 
was the site of the Truth in Life Conference, and John was 

speaking. Somehow, the guy we were with – he’s on the 
board at Grace to You – he had a pass to get us in. So 
we were going in the back way, into the conference, and 
ended up in John’s dressing room. We were trying to 
get out of there – John was sitting on a stool, apparently 
going over what he was speaking on. I guess he looked 
up and saw us, and said, “Oh, Joe and Carolyn!” Joe 
walked over to say hello, and John stood up from the 
stool. Joe said, “Oh, you don’t have to get up for me…” 
but John responded, “I want to give her a hug!”  

Were you trained in counseling at Grace? 
For all of us who were interested in counseling, we 
went through materials by Clyde Narramore, Larry 
Crabb, maybe even Minirth-Meier – because that was 
what was known at the time. None of those made a 
whole lot of sense to me. But once biblical counseling 
was introduced, it was a perfect fit for the church 
because John had already done messages on the 
sufficiency of Scripture. It dovetailed perfectly into 
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Four generations:  Brooke Eller, Carolyn McGuire 
holding Riley Eller, and Chelley Brenner

what we already believed. All of our staff and leadership 
trained under Bob Smith from Lafayette, Indiana, for three 
years, and I started counseling every Monday, usually seeing 
about four or five people a day.  

So why pursue a MABC degree much later? 
That was Stuart Scott’s fault! I had worked with Stuart at 
Grace, when he headed up the counseling ministry, and 
he was working at The Master’s University at the time our 
youngest daughter started college. Stuart and Zondra met 
us in the parking lot as we were 
leaving that first day, and he said 
to me, “You should come and do 
the master’s program in biblical 
counseling here at the school.” 
And I said, “Well, I’ve considered 
it, but I haven’t finished my 
undergrad work. I’m too old to 
really go through all of that.” 
And he just said it again. And 
I gave him some more reasons 
why I was not going back to 
school. Then he said a third time, 
“You should come here and do 
the master’s program.” And I 
thought, Oh my goodness, he is a 
pastor… maybe I am supposed to 
listen to him. So I said, “Okay, I’ll 
look into it!” 
 
What was that experience like? 
I love school…. I love learning. The big thing that intimidated 
me was going to class with all these young kids that are used 
to doing papers and stuff I haven’t done for years. But I found 
that experience trumped youth. When you are learning 
biblical counseling, really experience has a lot to do with it, 
because you have seen the problems life can bring and better 
relate to the principles from God’s Word that apply to those 
problems. When you are young, you don’t know what life 
is going to throw you, but by the time you are in your 50s, 
you’ve dealt with a lot of things. And so, obviously at first so 
much of what you are learning you are applying to your own 
life and family. It was such a blessing.  

What does that look like today? 
That’s probably the most rewarding part, to be able to pour 
into my family. When my daughters were young moms, they 
wanted to meet, and so we met weekly and went through 
multiple counseling books I had found so helpful. I was 
eager for them to learn what had taken me years to learn. As 
their families grew and life became more complicated, we 
can hardly find time for all of us to get together. But a few 
years ago my granddaughters started asking to get together 
and that is pure delight for me. Basically we read through 
a biblical counseling book on some issue that they are 
interested in, and we talk about life. These weekly meetings 

with my granddaughters have become the highlight of my 
week, as I get to help them apply the principles in God’s 
Word to where they are right now. The cycle is starting over 
since my oldest granddaughter, Brooke, is now a new mother.  

Did Brooke ask to meet with you? 
She told me that people would remark, “Carolyn McGuire is 
YOUR grandmother?!” And so she decided she would like 
to have some one-on-one time together. Now I’m so blessed 
to get to go through books with her younger sisters, Aubree 

and Alissa as well. Even 14-year-
old Katherine and 11-year-old 
Gracie want to go through 
books together, so I am beyond 
grateful for the opportunity this 
affords me to spend meaningful 
time with each of them.  

What is your role as head of PBC’s 
Women’s Ministry? 
I’m really in the position of 
being an encourager. All of the 
gals on our council who head up 
the different branches are self-
starters. They know what they 
are doing and they do it well, 
so I step back and let them do 
their job. My main responsibility 
is to run our meetings and be 
available to help troubleshoot 
when issues come up. My co- 

leader, Pam Sojka, is just amazing. She is always thinking 
of ways to improve ministering to our women and has a lot 
of good ideas. We talk things over, and she fills in where 
I’m lacking, especially in technology. I also work closely 
with Lauren Smith, who heads our Spiritual Growth Branch, 
deciding on Bible study curriculum and working through 
organizational issues. I also request approval from our pastor 
and elders for curriculum, speakers, and all the women who 
teach and lead in various capacities.  

How would you encourage us today? 
It is such a privilege to be part of the family of God that has 
been entrusted with the one anothers of Scripture. I think 
of our church as the body of Christ, and how important 
it is for everyone to be part of that body life. In families, 
the wife is often the one that’s most involved in building 
relationships within the body. I know that the small groups 
are intended to foster body life for the church at large – but 
I want our women to learn how to love one another, minister 
to one another, and care about one another well. That tends 
to happen naturally around the tables at our Bible studies 
through the camaraderie of studying God’s Word together. 
Nothing promotes body life better than learning together, 
growing together, and hopefully applying the Scriptures 
together. That’s what the Christian life is all about. 
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For many, college is a troubled time for church commitment. 
Going to a new school, often far away from home, and entering 
new rhythms of academic and social life can turn Sunday 
mornings into a time to sleep in or crank out homework.

But these six students at The Master’s University (and many more) 
have not only been faithful to attend a local church — they have 
pursued church membership at PBC and carved out time to serve. 
And when you ask them why, their answers reveal that they see their 
duty as students and their duty to church life as deeply intertwined.

Julia Hildebrandt
As far as TMU students go, Julia 
Hildebrandt is farther from home 
than most. She started as a student 
here in 2021, traveling from her 
home of Alberta, Canada. Today she 
is a junior biblical counseling major.

Julia became a PBC member this 
past spring and soon began serving in 
children’s ministry on Sunday morn-
ings. Then, when she stayed in town 
over the summer, she began serving 
in youth ministry as well, discipling a 
group of junior high girls. This semes-
ter, she has continued to serve in both 
ministries.

So, why has Julia gone out of 
her way to serve, in spite of a busy 
schedule?

 “It was a combination of things,” she says. “At TMU, there’s an 
emphasis on getting plugged in to your local church. And I also 
remember going to Angela Hopewell’s house once, and there were 
a bunch of ladies from church there. And they were just emphasiz-
ing to me that I should start serving, and how the Lord has gifted 
everyone in specific ways. I don’t really know what my spiritual gifts 
are, but they were just encouraging me that I wouldn’t know until I 
started serving.”
 Julia was also encouraged by the example of other TMU students 
who modeled what it looked like to serve even in the midst of 
academic life. And now that she’s experiencing it for herself, she has 
seen the delight and the value of ministering.
 “As a TMU student especially, it is such a sweet opportunity to 
put into practice what we’ve been learning. I remember hearing so 
many times that you can get ‘spiritually obese’ when you’re just tak-
ing in all of the time without living it out. And to be able to do that 
with the youth, who aren’t at TMU and aren’t hearing all the same 
things that I am, means that I have an opportunity to impart what 
I’ve been learning.”

Mika Sego
Senior English major Mika Sego came to TMU across a comparably 
short distance: a jaunt up the 5 Freeway from San Diego. But spiritu-
ally, it was a huge jump from her home church to PBC.
 “I came from a prosperity gospel mega-church,” Mika says, “I was 
really struggling with my faith when I came to TMU — I had all of 

these questions. I decided to attend PBC because I didn’t have a car 
and wanted a church I could get to on my own, so that I wouldn’t 
have any excuses not to go to church. And I really fell in love with 
PBC, knowing that I could grow my faith here. The teaching of 
sound doctrine was something I had never experienced before.”
 Because of her love for the church, and the constant encourage-
ment at TMU for students to serve, Mika felt a desire to get plugged 
in to a ministry. 
 “I just didn’t know how to do that or who to talk to,” she remem-
bers. “So after I became a member, 
I prayed about it. I thought I’d like 
to do children’s ministry, but I was 
pushing it off because I didn’t know 
what the process was.”
 Then, through her job in TMU’s 
mailroom, she ran into Donna Hen-
derson. 
 “She was like, ‘Are you serving?’ 
And I said no. And she helped me get 
started with serving in the nursery.”
 Now Mika serves in Room C with 
the one and two year-olds, and is 
loving it. 
 “As a college student, I don’t have 
a lot of money or a car, so there are a 
lot of things I can’t do,” she says. “But 
this is one thing I can do to serve. 
And it’s a small thing, giving a mom a 
break to go get nourishment from the 
Lord during the service, but I can still 
give God the glory through it.”

Grace Crenshaw
Grace Crenshaw is a senior biblical counseling major from a small 
Northern California town called Rough and Ready. She’s been at 
TMU and at PBC since the spring of 2021.
 “On the Sunday I came to visit PBC, I was invited to come to the 
church’s college lunch by some of the girls on my wing,” Grace 
says. “It was just so much fun, and everyone was so inviting, and I 
thought, ‘Yep, I want to be here.’”

 Grace says that the church 
she grew up at never emphasized 
membership — to the point that she 
barely knew church membership 
existed until coming to TMU.
 “I learned about it through 
different classes at TMU and 
through PBC, and I became really 
excited to be a member,” she says. 
“PBC is really awesome about 
encouraging people to become 
members and holding membership 
in high esteem.”
 Grace became a PBC mem-
ber in the fall of 2021 and began 
thinking about serving.
 “I wanted to get involved 
with something behind the scenes,” 

BY KAELYN PAEY
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she says. “I’d always helped in children’s ministry at all the previ-
ous churches I’ve gone to, and I wanted to do something a little 
different. So I talked to Yvette Modugno, and she needed someone 
to help with the coffee ministry. So I started helping with that.”
 Grace also serves as a substitute nursery worker. She says that 
her experience as a member and a servant at PBC is directly tied to 
everything she has learned as a TMU student. 
 “I’m at a school where we emphasize being the body of Christ,” 
she says. “And everything that I’m studying as a counseling major 
revolves around the body of Christ — around being active in the 
church and involved in the lives of others. And I think that serving 
is the first step in fulfilling that duty.”

Gina Compton
Gina Compton, meanwhile, is at 
the very beginning of her time 
as a TMU counseling major, 
having arrived this fall from her 
home in Bakersfield. She decided 
to attend PBC because it was 
recommended by people at her 
home church and because of how 
welcome she felt here.
 “Being a college student at 
PBC, there are so many people that 
are willing to take you under their 
wing and set time aside to answer 
questions, or have coffee with 
you, or just get to know you,” she 
says. “I’m really glad that the Lord 
helped me choose PBC. It feels like 
another family.”
 Gina intends on pursuing 
dual membership in the spring, and 
she hopes to serve in children’s 

ministry as soon as she can. In the meantime, she has been serving 
as a photographer for the Reflections newsletter.
 “I’m happy to be able to serve in that way,” Gina says. “It’s not 
only a way to serve, it’s also something that’s enjoyable for me. I’m 
not a professional, but I try! And taking pictures and helping people 
pose is something I’ve enjoyed from a young age. It’s nice to be able 
to use that ability for ministry and gospel-centered purposes.”
 For Gina, her motive for wanting to get involved and start serving 
so quickly has been simple:  love. 
 “When you love somebody, you want to serve them, and you 
want to put them first before yourself,” she says. “And that’s the 
way I look at it with church. I treat it like family. It’s important to 
serve your church family the same as you would your blood fam-
ily. The people who go to church with you are the people you’re 
going to be doing kingdom work with, and who are going to be 
bearing your burdens.”

Naomi Stephenson
Naomi Stephenson came from Apple Valley to TMU to prepare for 
service as a teacher. But when she first came, it took a little while for 
her to commit to a church.
 “I was church-shopping for about a year,” she says. “But the Lord 
convicted me to buckle down. I knew I couldn’t fulfill my duty as a 
Christian if I wasn’t a member at a church.”
 One Sunday morning, she woke up late and ended up at PBC for 
morning worship.
 “On my way there, I prayed, ‘Lord, if this is the right church, then 
make it obvious.’ And as soon as I walked in, it felt clear to me that 
this was the one. So I immediately began the membership process.”

 Now a PBC member and 
a junior teacher education 
member at TMU, Naomi is 
serving in multiple capacities. 
Firstly, she’s involved in the 
coffee ministry.
 “I get to make 10 jugs of 
coffee each morning, and keep 
everything refilled,” she says. 
“A lot of people don’t realize 
how much good hospitality 
changes their mood, and I get 
to be a light through hospital-
ity. Even with people I don’t 
know, I can touch their lives, 
even if it’s just through a cup 
of coffee.”
 Naomi also sings with the 
band once a month and serves 
the 3rd-6th grade kids. It’s a 
lot, but she views service at church as nonnegotiable. 
 “It’s not something, as Christians, that we ‘make time for,’” 
she says. “Service at PBC is something that everything else in 
my schedule fits around. Because even though I’m a full-time 
student and I have jobs, there’s no excuse to not serve Christ. So 
church service is always a given. It’s a form of worship, and if I see 
worship as a hassle, then it’s not my schedule’s problem. It’s my 
heart’s problem.”

Mindy Molloy
Mindy Molloy is a senior at 
TMU majoring in classical 
liberal arts, and she’s been 
attending PBC for the past 
year while she’s away from 
her home in Acton. 

“I was looking for a place 
where I could get plugged 
in and be discipled, and that 
happens so easily and so 
quickly at PBC,” she says. “I 
just knew that was where I 
wanted to be.”

Recently, she went to the 
women’s ministry dessert 

fellowship and heard Yvette talk about the hospitality ministry.
 “She was talking about the work of setting up and decorating for 
events, as well as the coffee ministry, and I felt like I could totally 
be used there,” Mindy says. “So I talked to her, and she put me 
right in.”
 So far, Mindy has loved the experience. As a self-described “social 
person,” she enjoys serving in a place where she gets to meet and 
talk to nearly everyone at PBC. She’s also experienced behind-the-
scenes aspects of service, such as slicing pies for Turkeys, Tarts, 
and Testimonies.
 “I’ve been a resident assistant the last two years, and part of the 
Student Life philosophy at TMU is encouraging people to become 
members and get plugged in at a local church,” Mindy says. More 
than that, she says she has learned to serve out of a motive of sin-
cere love for the church.
 “Being a college student is practice for how you’re going to live 
the rest of your life, and what your priorities are going to be,” she 
says. “If church isn’t your priority now, then it probably won’t be 
your biggest priority after college. So I just wanted to start the 
practice now of loving the church, serving, and getting really 
connected.” 
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O
n a Sunday 
evening early 
last April, I 
dropped my husband off at the ER due to stroke-

like symptoms. The next six months were filled with many 
tests and several doctors appointments. While no stroke had 
occurred that night, they did eventually find white matter 
spots and lesions on Mark’s brain and gave a possible 
diagnosis of MS. More testing was done, and in the end, on 
September 26, 2022 we were told none of those test results 
had confirmed an MS diagnosis. Though the white spots 
and lesions remained and were unchanged, they had no 
explanation for them. The doctor’s recommendation was to 
monitor symptoms and retest in six months.

As I have considered how to write about all of this, I have 
literally been at a loss for words. How do I gather up all my 
thoughts, my prayers, my fears and worries, my tears, my joys 
and my aching, and put them into a few words and sentences? 
I don’t know for sure, but I do know that I want to try.  

J.I. Packer said, “If you ask, ‘Why is this happening?’ no light 
may come. But if you ask, ‘How am I to glorify God now?’ 
there will always be an answer.”  I have asked, “Why is this 
happening?” many times, but am learning to ask, “How 
am I to glorify God now?” I am thankful to be given the 
opportunity to share a portion of what the Lord is teaching 
me and to glorify Him as I attest to the goodness of the Lord 
and the wonder of what He has done. 

In reality there really is no way that I can put six months of 
questions, hurting and waiting into words; I could fill pages 
and pages with all that the Lord has done. Some of the things 

the Lord has taught me are only the beginning, I am 
only beginning to grasp a small bit of a larger truth that 
I know the Lord will continue to make clear to me in the 
days ahead. But, the one common theme throughout this 
difficult season has been “waiting.”

We spent many hours and days waiting; waiting for 
test results, doctor appointments, phone calls and a 
diagnosis. Waiting isn’t unsual for any of us, is it? I’m 
sure each of you could stop right now and think of at 
least one thing you are waiting for.  Sometimes we wait 
in anticipation, or dread; often we wait with impatience. 
But I wonder how often our waiting is the kind of waiting 
God calls us to in Scripture. The kind that we read about 
in the Psalms.

A few years ago as I made my way through the book of 
Psalms I noticed that the psalmists frequently repeated 
the phrase, “wait on the Lord.” If not always in that exact 
wording, the idea permeates the entire book. One of my 
favorites is Psalm 27:13, “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and 
let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!”

As I saw this idea repeated throughout the book, I began 
to wonder, what does this mean exactly? What would 
drive the writers to ask for this? What would it look like 
in my own life? Do I wait for the Lord in the way the 
psalmists command themselves and their readers to do? 
I began to pray for this to be true in my life, asking the 
Lord to teach me to wait on Him.

The Madrids came to PBC in early 
2011 and soon became members. 
Mark is a narcotics detective with 
the LA County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, and began serving as an 
elder in 2019. He oversees the 
Sunday Equipping Hour classes 
and enjoys teaching. He also 
serves in Men’s Ministry, counsels, 
and leads a small group. Terah, a 
homeschooling mom for the last 
eight years, serves alongside Mark 
and helps with counseling. She 
enjoys spending time with both 
younger and older women. Married 
17 years, the Madrids have three 
children, Alicia (15), Abigail (13), 
and Caiden (11). 

BY TERAH MADRID
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of what the Lord is doing today. I don’t have to worry about 
anything else. I am given the comfort of taking God’s hand 
and resting in His goodness.

WAITING ON THE LORD MEANS RELEASING CONTROL
Waiting on the Lord means being willing to release control, 
or rather, the desperate grasping for a feeling of control. We 
know we are not in control, but we often allow ourselves to 
live and respond to life as if we are in control. Mark and I 
battled this almost daily:  “Well, once we have a diagnosis 
we can move ahead with medication or treatment and 
then maybe everything will be okay.” Or, “Once we have a 
diagnosis we’ll know what’s coming and we can make some 
decisions about work, life, and our future.” It was the idea 
that if we could only know a few more details we would be 
back in control again. This flaw in our thinking became very 
clear when we received a “just keep waiting” diagnosis. How 
were we to move on? Move ahead? Solve the problem?

As I regularly felt the pull to ask, “Why Lord? Why all of 
the upheaval and questions, why all of the wondering and 
testing, why did we have an almost sure MS diagnosis and 
now nothing? What was the point of the last five months?” 
The Holy Spirit faithfully brought to mind the places in 

Scripture where we are reminded that 
God’s ways are not our ways and His 
thoughts are not our thoughts. Psalm 
115:3 says, “Our God is in the heavens: 
He does all that He pleases.” And 
Isaiah 55:8 says, “For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways My ways, declares the Lord.” 

Though I will never fully understand 
my God, He is beyond my finite mind, 
His word makes it clear that God’s 
sovereignty rules over all (Psalm 
103:19) and I can rest in Him knowing 
that all is within His control. 

“The safest place to be is in the 
sovereign will of God” – Betsy 
ten Boom

When I am waiting on the Lord, I am 
submitting my heart to God’s sovereignty, and only then am 
I able to worship and glorify God in any situation.

Spurgeon said, “I have learned to kiss the wave that throws 
me against the Rock of Ages.”  

I cannot claim that I am this confident. But this year the 
Lord taught me a little bit more about waiting on Him and 
rejoicing in the trials that push me into a deeper trust in 
Him, a deeper knowledge of His character, and a deeper 
desire to know Him and His Word. 

I am in awe of how the Lord works in our lives, and with what 
tenderness He performs His works in us. He does answer our 
prayers, but He does so in His time, in His way, and when He 
knows we are ready. After a few years of pondering this idea 
of waiting on the Lord, and returning to it in my thinking 
and in my prayers, I know that the Lord used this summer to 
teach me at least a little of what it means to wait on the Lord.

WAITING ON THE LORD MEANS RESTING
Waiting on the Lord means being at rest because I know 
who holds me, my husband, my children, and all the details 
of our lives. Scripture is full of reminders not to worry 
about tomorrow (Isaiah 4:10), not to worry about anything 
(Philippians 4:6) and instead to give thanks, and rejoice! 
Someone who is giving thanks and rejoicing is at rest. But 
how is it possible to get there? By waiting on the Lord. By 
placing all our hope in Him. 

Isaiah 41:10 says, “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My 
righteous right hand.” 

Philippians 4:4-7 says, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit 
be known to all men. The Lord is 
near. Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

And Isaiah 41:3 says, “For I, the Lord 
your God, hold your right hand; it is I 
who say to you, “Fear not, I am the one 
who helps you.” These verses promise 
rest and peace, but those promises are 
firmly rooted in God. When I wait on 
him, when I hope in Him, then I will 
know help, strength, the nearness of 
God, peace and all the other beautiful 
gifts the Lord has promised.

Charles Spurgeon said, “If any other condition had been 
better for you than the one in which you are, Divine Love 
would have put you there.” 

If I am to know the rest that comes with waiting on the 
Lord, I must know my God. I must know His love, His 
goodness, His promises and His commands. I must make 
the choice to hide my mind in the safety of who He is. The 
command to “fear not” is not just a command, it is also a 
gift. When I choose to obey this command I am given the 
opportunity to rejoice, give thanks, and rest in the beauty 
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G reetings from Provo, Utah, home of Brigham 
Young University and the “flagship” 
Missionary Training Center for the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS), most 

commonly known as the Mormon church. 
 When Dave and I came here in 2012 to serve at 
Provo Bible Church, a church plant, I knew very little 
about Mormon teachings and beliefs – very little.  Now 
one of my favorite resources is a little book written by 
Sandra Tanner titled, 41 Unique Teachings of the LDS 
Church. She examines LDS beliefs largely unknown 
to outsiders, dispelling any notion that Mormonism is 
simply another Christian denomination. 
 Using modern statements from LDS manuals and 
Mormon sacred writings, Tanner illustrates the sharp 
differences between Mormonism and biblical Christianity.
 Here’s just a sample of LDS teachings detailed in Tanner’s 
book:  God the Father was once a man, God lives on a planet 
near the star Kolob, there is a heavenly mother, Jesus and 
Lucifer are literally brothers, man can become a God and 
rule over his own world, temple marriage is required for 
eternal life, sacred underwear must be worn, polygamy 
will be practiced in the celestial kingdom, dark skin is 
a result of a curse from God, the Garden of Eden was in 
Western Missouri, Noah set sail from Missouri, the Bible is 
insufficient and mistranslated…
 Even looking at this short list, it’s hard to understand how 
this American religion begun in 1830 gained any kind of 
traction. Now there are an estimated 17 million members 
worldwide. Mormon doctrine can change, and in a recent 
move, the LDS church gave it’s support in late 2022 to the 
proposed U.S. federal law that would recognize all legal 
marriages and codify marriages between same-sex couples.

In our evangelism efforts among 
Mormons, the main challenge 
with gospel conversations is 
their lack of respect for the 

Bible as the inerrant and 
all-sufficient Word of God.

A familiar warning against extra-biblical writings is found 
in Revelation 22:18 and 19, “I warn everyone who hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, 

God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and 
if anyone takes away from the words of this prophecy, God 
will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, 
which are described in this book.”
 John MacArthur notes in his study Bible, “...warnings 
against altering the biblical text represent the close of the 
NT canon. Anyone who tampers with the truth by attempting 
to falsify, mitigate, alter, or misinterpret it will incur the 
judgments described in these verses. MacArthur also points 
to similar warnings in other passages like Deuteronomy 4:1,2; 
12:31,32; Proverbs 30:5, 6 and Jeremiah 26:1-3.
 In partnering with us to share God’s true truth, Placerita’s 
short-term mission teams provide us with needed help, 
encouragement, and camaraderie. At times, some of our 
members are discouraged by the lack of change they see 
among their Mormon friends or family.  On arrival, we like 
to provide the PBC teams with information and instruction 
on how to share the gospel with the LDS before we go out 
to the local universities, the center of downtown Provo, and 
neighborhoods near the church.
 Some of you may know I had triple bypass surgery on 
December 19, 2020.  Six months of cardio physical therapy 
was instrumental in my recovery, and I’m very grateful to 
the Lord that, while I easily tire, I lead a fairly normal life. 
Throughout the week my goal is to be a loving, supportive 
wife so that Dave is able to focus on his sermon prep and 
various ministries he oversees.  We also team up in counseling 
when needed, usually premarital counseling. I make Dave my 
priority so that when he needs me, I’m ready and available.
 Our women meet once a month on Saturday mornings 
for brunch and Bible study. We are currently going through 
the book, “Let Women Be Women,” by Chris Mueller. If you 
haven’t read it, I recommend you do! It’s excellent!
 We are looking forward to hosting another PBC missions team 
this summer, and are so very grateful to the Lord for the prayers, 
support, and encouragement of the dear saints at Placerita! 

- Gloria Stolarski

The Stolarskis with PBC’s 2022 Utah missions team
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A
s Judy and I began reflecting over the course of 
our lives for this update, three main life-directing 
patterns and events began to emerge for us.
 First is the blessing that Judy and I were 

born into families with parents who trained us to care for 
people. Judy’s parents were deeply involved in caring for 
their family in many different ways. Her parents were very 
active in their community, especially in the school system. 
 It seemed like people were always in Steve’s childhood 
home, many for just a meal, but others for a place to stay. I 
remember going with my family for a Thanksgiving dinner 
at a very good friend’s house. On the way, we stopped at a 
drugstore to get something my mother needed. She started 
talking with two older men, and asked them what they were 
doing for Thanksgiving. Neither of them had any plans. 
She quickly invited them to dinner at our friend’s house. 
Things like that were common in my family. Both sets of our 
parents cared for their parents, our grandparents, throughout 
their later years. So even in our early years of marriage, by 
example, we opened our home.
  The second major event began unfolding in 1971, when 
we were living in Boston. We had been married for eight 
years and had two children. We were invited to a church 
where God opened the eyes of our hearts to the truth of the 
gospel. We were sinners in need of a Savior. Christ died for 
us, paying the penalty for our sins, and rose on the third day 
proving that He is God, our living Savior. We rejoiced in the 
fact that we now had a purpose for living and the truth to 
teach our children. We desired to live for what really matters.
 God continued to move us from place to place teaching 
us His will and His ways. He gave us two more children, 
as well as some temporary foster children. In 1990, God 
moved us back to the San Francisco Bay Area.  At that time, 
we were able to care for our own parents at the end of their 

lives, and see Steve’s father come to Christ six weeks before 
he died.
 In 2001, God moved us to Santa Clarita for our third life-
changing event – coming to Placerita Baptist Church. We 
grew in a deeper love for and understanding of God and His 
Word. We learned to love the church in a totally different way 
than we had before. We learned to go deeper in people’s lives 
as we counseled and discipled them. We discovered it is an 
absolute joy to live for what really matters. 
 God made Steve a full-time pastor in 2004. This position 
was, and remains, his all-time favorite job! God gave us a very 
special ministry at Placerita Bible Church, most of which was 
under the leadership of Pastor Adam Tyson and the elders.
 As we look to the future, we want to “… give thanks in all 
circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). We are looking at 
challenging health issues for Judy. We want to finish well for 
the glory of God. Judy has Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease (COPD) for which there is no cure. Her breathing will 
continue to get more and more difficult. Judy is in the third 
of four stages of the disease. Steve has taken on the role of 
caretaker, and  by all accounts, he’s doing a masterful job .  In 
2019, by God’s grace, we were asked to become part of a church 
revitalization in Rancho Cucamonga.  So, at the beginning of 
2020, we moved into a tiny house in our son Mark's backyard. 
Here we have devoted help, and no stairs to climb.
 We desire to make every day count. We are so thankful for 
our pastor and our church. We want to continue to minister 
to people daily as the Lord enables us. Judy is still discipling 
ladies in our home and over the phone. Steve is also very 
involved in meeting with people and discipling them. We 
do not know when our days on earth will end, but we do 
know our God desires us to be "steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord…” (1 Corinthians 15:56), for 
His glory, until He comes or calls us home. 

TRAINED TO CARE 
Finishing Well to
the Glory of God
From PBC’s beloved former pastor 
and his wife, Steve and Judy Severance
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Teach me to number 
my days, that I may

 gain a heart of wisdom. 
— Psalm 90:12


