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AGING WITH GRACE
With Lauren Smith 
& Ashley Kostjuk
Thursday, July 14

JONI AND KEN
With Mary Taylor 
& Yvette Modugno
Wednesday, July 27

SAVING EUTYCHUS
With Jen Pam 
& Lauren Smith
Wednesday, August 17

O
ur summer reading line up 
features six great books for women 
this year – something for everyone! 
We’ve included a book that’s 

highly recommended for current and 
prospective teachers in women’s ministry 
called “Saving Eutychus.” One night of 

discussion is scheduled for each book 
at different homes between June and 
August, so plan to read and enjoy at least 
one or more books – as many as you’d like!
 Also, be sure to sign up at the 
table outside church or online, and 
get additional information, including 

locations and a list of questions about 
each book that leaders have prepared 
for you to answer in advance of each 
meeting. Mark your calendars now, and 
tell your friends! We’re looking forward to 
some great summer evenings together. 

Join the 
Conversations: 
REGISTRATION
May 15 and 22 Near the main church 
entrance

SIGN UP ONLINE
Go to PBC’s home 
page under “News 
and Events,” find 
BOOKFEST with 
information on 
locations and preparation for discussions, 
or scan this QR code.

BOOKS
Purchase on your own

COST
No fees to participate

QUESTIONS
Contact Pam Sojka at 
pjsojka@gmail.com or 818.581.5196

COME BACK, BARBARA
With Karen Long 
& Carolyn McGuire
Tuesday, June 21

WHEN WORDS MATTER MOST
With Elizabeth Roth 
& Lisa Tyson
Tuesday, July 12

CHOOSING GRATITUDE
With Rebecca Reyes 
& Pam Sojka
Wednesday, July 13
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D
idn’t we just start writing 2022 and now summer is the 
next thing? This summer is a great opportunity for every 
woman at PBC to participate in our women’s ministry 
BOOKFEST. We have six great books to choose from so 

there should be something for every woman along with grow-
ing together in Christ. To help you make your choice, read on:

Choosing Gratitude is a classic because gratitude is a key 
to living for Christ. Having an attitude of gratitude will go a 
long way to having contentment in your life as well.

Come Back, Barbara is a father/daughter account of the 
struggles and lessons learned when a child rejects her 
upbringing. This may be read as a preventive measure or to 
encourage you if you are in the midst of such heartbreak.

Aging With Grace offers insight into the process we all 
began at birth. In an age of glorifying youth, these authors 

present a biblical view of aging and God’s good intention for 
us at every age.

Joni and Ken: An Untold Love Story is for those who like 
biographies of real people. With honesty about their signif-
icant struggles, this precious couple is vulnerable and real 
about how God has ultimately blessed their marriage.

When Words Matter Most offers insight and encourage-
ment for how you can speak the truth in love to those God 
has in your life. Through the Scriptures and stories shared, 
you will find practical help so you can help others with 
your words.

Saving Eutycus is especially for those who have a heart to 
teach God’s word. Poor Eutycus fell off his perch in Acts 20 
while Paul was preaching, but these authors use humor and 
insight to help teachers be anything but dull. 

We are praying you will join us for at least one of these book 
discussions so we can “stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds” (Heb 10:25) this summer. 

REFLECTIONS is a publication of the Women’s 

Ministry of Placerita Bible Church. Spring 2022 

edition layout by Paul Duarte. The editors welcome 

your comments, please email Managing Editor 

Karen Long at karenforreflections@gmail.com.

LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH
Hello! I’m Maggie 

Silverman, the 
new social media coordinator for 
women’s ministries at PBC. We’ll 
be posting new information and 
items of interest more frequently, 
especially upcoming events, 
encouragements, photos, videos, 
and peeks behind-the-scenes. 
Stay connected, especially this 
summer, and be on the lookout for 
our weekly updates. 

To access our accounts on Instagram 
and Facebook, simply enter “PBC 
women’s ministry,” and look for our 
new logo! 

I’ve attended PBC with my family 
since I was one year old, and now I’m 
a fifth-grade teacher at Santa Clarita 
Christian School. I’ve also been pro-
moting my own online businesses, 

exploring the use and potential of social media. I’m so happy to be using what 
I’ve been learning to serve my church family! 

CAROLYN 
MCGUIRE 
WMC Coordinator
661-250-1621

PAM SOJKA
Assistant 
Coordinator
661-255-8626

LAUREN SMITH
Spiritual Growth

YVETTE MODUGNO
Hospitality

REBECCA REYES
Support &
Encouragement

KAREN LONG
Communications

ADVISORY BOARD
Ashley Kostjuk

Women’s
Ministry
Council
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BY KATY ROTH

I
n March we had the 
joy and privilege of 
hearing from author 
Janie Street at PBC’s 

Women’s Spring Retreat. We 
enjoyed a time of worship and fellowship together, while 
learning about the importance of knowing God and how this 
knowledge transforms our lives. 

According to Janie, knowing God through the Bible is 
essential to being a Christian. If we do not know God, we 
cannot please him. This truth is evident in the world around 
us. Many things can become an object of worship, and if we 
don’t know who God is, we will worship a god of our own 
making. We are naturally self-centered, and without God’s 
direction and revelation about himself, we would serve a god 
that only exists to please us. 

Even in our worship of God, as his redeemed children, this 
remains a struggle. It is often our tendency to ignore attri-
butes of God that make us uncomfortable and elevate the 
attributes we find appealing. We may find ourselves redefin-
ing the terms that God uses to describe himself to suit our 
own sensibilities. This is one of the challenges to knowing 
God. To truly know him, and be transformed by this knowl-
edge, we must diligently seek him as he has revealed himself 
through his Word. 

Janie explained that the culture as a whole drifted from 
God as we entered the modern age. In the past, people were 
always thinking about God and their reliance on him for 
their very sustenance. Thoughts of eternity were even on the 
unbeliever’s heart, and culturally, there was a general fear 
of God. Today, God is far from the thoughts of the common 
man, she said. There is a sense of weightlessness about God 
in our world today, a great lack of understanding of his char-
acter and attributes.  

Yet God is very weighty. As Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his 
hands.” The word for glory in Hebrew implies a sense of 
weight and importance. All of creation brings the knowledge 
of his greatness to our attention. City life and busyness – our 
daily removal from much of his creation – has, in part, influ-
enced the secularization of our society.

We were not created to live unaware of God and his glory. Like 
the first man, Adam, we were created to be God-centered in all 
our thoughts and actions. We cannot be satisfied with any-
thing else, because knowing God is the very best of all things. 
To properly honor God, we must know him as he is – a God of 
morality, and his pronouncements of good and evil are absolute.  

Seeking knowledge of God is our highest good, because 
the alternative is unthinkable – God’s rejection. There is 
no middle ground. We will seek God with all our heart or 
we reject him. In Chronicles 28:9-10, David charges his son 
Solomon to seek God and serve him with his whole heart and 
mind. Nothing less is acceptable and pleasing to God, for 
he deserves all of our devotion. In response to this truth, we 
ought to diligently search the Word of God. 

The book of Chronicles says that God will let us find him 
if we search for him. We can be encouraged that an earnest 
desire to know God will be rewarded. 
 
However, we all naturally drift from God, Janie warned, remind-
ing us that the inclination of our hearts is toward self-centered-
ness and whatever makes us comfortable. Clinging to Christ 
and putting off sin will not be appealing unless we understand 
why we do it. Knowing that God commands and helps us to 
“put off” our natural desires for ungodly pursuits, and actively 
“put on” renewed thinking and actions, is transformational.  

In Ephesians 1:15-19, I believe the Apostle Paul motivates us 
to godly living when he writes of the hope of God’s redemp-
tive calling and the riches of his glorious inheritance. When 
we understand that our citizenship is in heaven, we can 
better honor God on earth, transformed by these truths. It is 
God’s great power that will lead us to this inheritance, with 
all the power we need for this life, in fullest measure. This 
knowledge energizes and strengthens us to live for God. 

A true understanding of God fundamentally alters who we 
are. From the get-go people are wired to be selfish. It is our 
sin nature. But by the grace of God we have been given a new 
nature. We can seek God and he will let us find him. We can 
be transformed by searching the Scriptures, and sanctified to 
become God-centered people. This is what we were created 
to be, and it is God’s best for us. Only in this way can we live 
full lives in the service of God. Instead of worshiping self, we 
can now worship God as He intended, all while looking to 
the future hope of heaven and our eternal reward. 
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I
t’s now been seven months since PBC sent me overseas 
on September 20, 2021 to the municipality of Cainta, Phil-
ippines. The Lord has been faithful and kind to me. Not 
only do I want to give thanks to Him, but I also thank you 

for supporting me by prayer and words of encouragement 
and the love of Christ. 

Some have asked about my travel experience getting here, 
and if I’ve sighted the creatures I feared most – flying cock-
roaches. I can joyfully tell you no, that has not happened yet. 
Overall, the Lord provided a smooth journey to the Philip-
pines, and the immigration was relatively smooth, too. The 
airport soldiers kindly made sure the right person from the 
right hotel picked me up. I spent 10-days in quarantine in 
compliance with the country’s Covid mandates. 

Though the hotel’s Internet 
connection was down, I had 
a SIM card that allowed 
contact with my GMI 
teammates, the Ransoms, 
letting them know I arrived 
safely. They kindly brought 
a portable Wi-Fi router to 
help me continue teaching 
my Faith Academy students 
online. They also brought 
other items I needed, such 
as milk and shampoo. After 

Still masked, except for exercise!

my negative test result, the Ransoms picked me up from 
the hotel and brought me to my current humble abode. I am 
incredibly thankful for my teammates and grateful to the 
Lord for housing.

I was not here long before the Lord quickly brought 
friendships from a local church. While my living space 
is small, it has been possible to host ladies after services 
for discussion and prayer. The ladies know they are 
welcome in my home any day, any time. Through these 
connections and fellowship, the Lord is also providing 
counseling opportunities.

When the Lord saved me, I gave up my dream to earn easy 
money by becoming a psychologist. The Lord gave me new 
motivation to share the gospel through counseling, showing 
me the power of His Word to save sinners, heal suffers, and 
encourage the saints. It was a difficult journey, but study-
ing biblical counseling was probably one of the best gifts 
that the Lord has given me. And ever since, I have always 
enjoyed being a witness of how powerful the Word can be in 
the lives of those I counsel and teach. 

In addition to counseling opportunities, God is also open-
ing doors for many purposeful conversations. A group of 
Chinese saints and Korean missionaries have come out of 
China due to persecution. Our time together is bittersweet 
and nostalgic for me. As I come alongside them, I hear how 
the Lord first saved them, how he preserved them, and am 
able to listen to their concerns and pray for the saints who 
remain in China.
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My Faith Academy high school assignment requires me 
to teach psychology, and a recent lesson sparked another 
purposeful, providential conversation. The AP Psychology 
curriculum requires teaching gender fluidity, and I taught 
that lesson through the lens of Romans 1, starting with verse 
16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes…” 

The Lord emboldened me, giving me words to speak. I 
explained that we must call all sin what it is:  sin.  Jesus came for 
sinners, I explained, and he has saved many saints of the past 
from their own sinful lifestyles. He calls us to love those who 
are struggling or engaging in sin, but at the same time, we must 
continue to speak the truth graciously and without apology. I 
later received an anonymous email from an LGBTQ+ student 
in the class, and the Lord kindly revealed the student’s identity. 
I was able to have a good conversation with the student face to 
face, instead of using email. While I was unwilling to recant any-
thing I said, I assured the student I would never discriminate 
and we left on good terms. I also challenged this dear young 
person to consider whether the initial anger and disagreement 
was with me, or with the Lord’s authoritative Scripture. 

If you would like to pray for me, would you pray that I con-
tinue to love God and people in all that I do? Would you also 
pray that the Lord guides me as I try to balance my roles as 
part-time teacher at Faith Academy and a counselor for The 
Expositor’s Academy? Please also pray that the Lord will 
show the mighty power of His gospel and the sufficiency of 
His Word to my students and counselees. 

Soli Deo Gloria,
Dorcas Kim

Dorcas Kim grew up as a Korean missionary kid living 
in China for 18 years, attending international and local 
schools with a bit of homeschooling. She did her college 
and graduate work in the United States, obtaining degrees 
in biblical counseling from The Master’s University. While 
living in Bangladesh, Dorcas served as a guidance 
counselor and teacher. She’s also lived in Saipan, and 
Singapore, where she was on staff at her church. She now 
serves with Grace Ministries International (GMI) as a 
ministry partner.

Above: 
Bible study and fellowship

Left: 
Entertaining church friends

Below:
To sign up for my newsletters,
please scan the QR code.
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Experiencing
Grace

S
ymptoms of tingling and numbness came on me 
suddenly one day, out of the blue, so I quickly 
called Kaiser. I was advised to go to the emergency 
room to rule out a stroke. That 

was two years ago, May 2020, when I began 
walking a new path of trusting the Lord 
and waiting on him. I prayed all the way to 
the hospital, meditating on Proverbs 3:5-6, 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and 
do not lean on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 
make straight your paths.” I kept repeating 
this over and over… 
 An initial MRI was ordered on my 
brain, I was released and told that every-
thing seemed normal. I knew this was not 
normal, however, because I was feeling 
physically numb. It was as if I’d been to 
the dentist and my entire body had been 
injected with Novocain.  
 With further testing, including a more 
thorough MRI of my head, neck, and spine, 
a neurologist appeared in the waiting room 
and reported the results without blinking. 
“There was a red flag on your spinal MRI. 
We will be testing for Multiple Sclerosis and other autoim-
mune disorders.” She quickly turned away, walking out of the 
room, leaving those words hanging in the air. 
 I stood alone in shock. Hearing the name of the disease 
we know simply as “MS” forced me to sit down again on the 
waiting room bench. Tears were coming quickly. My mind 
immediately went to my Dad’s friend who died from MS 
complications many years ago. I remember watching him 
decline, eventually needing a wheelchair. He was agitated, 
his speech slurred. 
 I thought of several godly women I’ve known with MS. I 
once gave rides to a friend who attended our PBC women’s 
study, and had to help her from her wheelchair into my car. I 
also remembered a friend from another church. She declined 
very rapidly and passed away within several years of her 
diagnosis. She was about my same age.
 I sat in the car and called my husband, Leo, who was 
working that day. I was crying out to the Lord with him when 
a verse from Philippians came to mind, “Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

BY REBECCA REYES

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things” (4:8-10).
 All the way home I preached the 
gospel to myself, and thought about the 
truth I had in hand. “Rebecca, it may not 
even be MS, it could just be a virus; they did 
say they were testing for meningitis.” That 
was what I knew was true. God’s Word, 
again, was my help and comfort. 
 The next step was another test, 
a spinal tap to nail down my diagnosis, 
along with a five-day intravenous course of 
steroids. During this time, late one night, 
I could not feel the toes on my right foot. I 
laid in bed thinking, “What if this doesn’t 
go back to normal?” Again, I chose to dwell 
on Philippians 4, “whatever is true.” And 
that thought wasn’t true. So I prayed my 

way through my worried, wrong thinking. 
 After the spinal tap I suffered an excruciating headache, 
and was taken to the ER because spinal fluid had leaked onto 
my spine, giving me the most intense pain I’ve known since 
childbirth. While I was in the ER, a nurse came to take my 
blood, and she told me the needle they put in my port at the in-
fusion clinic was the wrong size. They’d also placed it in a spot, 
she said, that could cause my thumb to become permanently 
paralyzed. I thought, “Well, thank the Lord that didn’t happen.” 
I realized God was protecting me again, with the Holy Spirit 
bringing Scripture to mind of his care and sovereign love for 
me from Psalm 103:19, “The Lord has established His throne in 
the heavens and His sovereignty rules over all.”
 During my hospital stay I cried from extreme physical 
pain, and also from loneliness – Leo was not permitted to 
be with me because of Covid restrictions. But the Lord was 
my comfort, rock, and friend, especially in the wee hours 
of the morning. Although I had no Bible to read, the verse 
came to mind, “You have taken account of my miseries; put 
my tears in Your bottle. Are they not in Your book?” (Psalm 
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56:8). Looking back now, I am so grateful for God’s prepara-
tion, calling me to hide his Word in my heart (Psalm 119:11). 
Instead of being anxious, or lashing out at things completely 
out of my control, he enabled me to focus my thoughts. I 
chose to think on God’s care for me, with thankfulness. 
 Unexpected opportunities started opening for me to 
share the gospel and display God’s grace in my life, even 
early on. I was in the infusion clinic when I overheard a nurse 
say a bomb squad and extra security were surrounding the 
hospital because of nearby protests over the death of George 
Floyd. Televisions were blaring the news, but I chose not to 
watch. God gave me great peace inside, despite the threat of 
angry rioters and the uncertainty of my health. I was able to 
try to assure the nurses with the truth that God is in control, 
and that we can trust him. 
 God initially put me under the care of two 
very uncaring neurologists, but the third (third 
time’s a charm?) was really kind, truly caring, 
informative, and thorough. God knew exactly 
who I needed, and provided the perfect doctor to 
inform me that the test results we were waiting 
for came back positive for MS. The finality of the 
diagnosis was mind-boggling. I never imagined 
I would ever face something like this…or shall I 
say, that God would choose something like this for 
me. But that’s exactly the path God had planned. 
He is allowing this, and he knows that I can grow 
and serve his purposes better with MS than I 
would without the disease. I am walking forward, 
with confidence, trusting and leaning on him. 
 As I continue to deal with various physical 
issues, God is granting me a testimony of grace, 
peace, and strength that only he can provide. I 
experienced a second MS episode with my tongue 
going numb in the middle of the night. I woke 
with my face tingling, my body shaking and cold. 
It was frightening, but Leo prayed with me and I 
was able to go back to sleep. I’d had another relapse, accord-
ing to the subsequent MRI, this time showing a lesion, a scar 
indicating an attack on my brain. Yet again, God was building 
trust in my heart and greater dependence on him. He is my 
true shelter, as it says in another go-to verse, Psalm 91:1-2, 
“One who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will lodge in 
the shadow of the Almighty. I will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge 
and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust!’” 
 One day when I was feeling a little sorry for myself, I 
remembered what I studied earlier in my quiet time reading 
Job. This man dearly loved God and lost nearly everything. 
But he realizes early on in Chapter 2, Verse 10: “Shall we 
actually accept good from God but not adversity?” A con-
victing reminder to me that everything I go through, even 
times of chronic pain, is all from God’s hand. Yet in light of 
eternity, God’s word gives perspective. Our recent women’s 
study in Hebrews reminds me that all the great promises of 
our heavenly inheritance, completely fulfilled in Christ, are 
just around the corner on this short path to glory.

 I get glimpses of God’s glory and goodness even now, 
living with MS. He’s not only refining and sanctifying me, 
he is working powerfully in the hearts of my family. I have 
a vivid memory early on of Leo saying, “God has used this 
trial to wake me up…but why did it have to be this way, by 
afflicting you?” 
 Leo is now much more of a prayer warrior. I see how he’s 
being drawn closer to his Savior, and growing in his care 
for me, more tender and loving than he’s ever been in our 
18-year marriage. My energy level wanes, and I’m not able to 
do as much, but Leo steps up in love to serve us, like Christ. 
“Love often doesn’t erase worries,” Paul Miller writes in Love 
Walked Among Us, “it just shifts them to a different set of 
shoulders – our own.” 

 Our children, Brianna and Daniel, now ages 
16 and 13, are watching all of this from front row 
seats. They see changes in Dad, and the supernat-
ural peace, hope, and trust that God is giving me. 
Mom doesn’t always respond the way she should, 
but they know I am seeking to honor the Lord 
and lean on him when things are hard. They know 
the lyrics of Matt Maher’s song, Lord, I Need You, 
characterize my life: “I need Him every hour, and 
without Him I fall apart.” My deepest prayer is 
that my children will see Christ in me. As they 
face tough times ahead in their lives, I hope they 
will also cling to Jesus, remembering that during 
this difficult time the Lord carried us through. 
 A friend asked me recently, “Do you think 
the trials you’ve gone through physically have 
prepared you for other difficult trials you’re now 
facing?” The question caught me off guard, but 
I instantly responded with, “YES!” Our family is 
now facing other very difficult things, emotional-
ly hard things. I know God has prepared me for 
these challenges and sorrows. He offers abundant 
grace – amazing grace – to wait on him, trust 

him, and even rejoice with all that he’s accomplishing for our 
good and his great glory. 

The will 
of God will 
not take us 
where the 
grace of 

God cannot 
sustain us

-Billy 
Graham
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A
manda Sandoval is a soft-spoken homeschool-
ing mom going up against a GIANT – Planned 
Parenthood in Southern California. This petite, 
5’1” Christ-follower is a wife and mother of four 

little ones, and she’s battling for babies and mamas on the 
frontlines of the anti-abortion movement. Amanda is an 
abolitionist, an evangelist, a blogger, and founder of the new 
PBC ministry, DELIVER THEM. And she is actively reach-
ing out to pregnant women and others outside the abortion 
facility’s Van Nuys headquarters. 

With infant son Henry in tow, Amanda is sharing urgent 
life-and-death truths of the gospel. She vividly remembers 
“Sunshine,” a Latina woman wearing a bright, neon-yellow 
sweater, and waiting just outside the large facility. Amanda 
approached her and began a conversation by offering a pam-
phlet with vital information and resources.  

“Oh, I was just in there,” Sunshine said, “I just had an abor-
tion. I took my first pill.”  

Knowing that the effects of the first pill for a medication 
abortion can be reversed, Amanda quickly told Sunshine that 
there was time to save her tiny child’s life. “You are killing the 
baby, a baby God created, and he will protect the baby…” 

The first of two abortion pills, mifepristone, blocks vital pro-
gesterone to the uterus and starves the baby of supportive 

nutrients, killing it in the womb. A day or two later, a second 
pill is taken to bring on cramping and bleeding to expel the 
baby from the uterus. The effects of the first deadly pill can 
be reversed with a shot of progesterone for the mother, and 
without any harm to the baby. 

“We can call for help right now,” Amanda pleaded softly, 
“you need to get progesterone immediately, to reverse 
what’s happening.” 

As Amanda begged for the tiny baby’s life, Sunshine 
explained that she really loves her job, “dancing” at a 
nightclub, and drinking and taking drugs. “I under-
stand,” Amanda said, “but this path is going to reap 
consequences. It’s going to lead you to hell…” Amanda 
explained the truth of God’s holiness, and his forgiveness, 
emphasizing her urgent need to change her heart, turn-
ing from her sin to faith in Christ. Amanda was ready to 
help her take immediate steps to stop the murder of her 
unborn child. 

Sunshine said she already has a teenage son, and once tried 
to change. “About 16 years ago I spent a year living clean 
– but it was so boring.” Based on her current lifestyle, she 
felt she was making the right decision. “I really love my life 
the way it is,” she said, “I don’t want to bring a baby up with 
that.” She also wondered aloud what harm her recreational 
drugs have already done to her pregnancy. 

Left: Jorge (pronounced “George”) and Amanda Sandoval, with Jackson (6), Evangeline (4), Eliza (2), Henry (6 mos.); Right: Amanda Sandoval at PBC’s DELIVER THEM May 1 meeting
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Amanda fought on. “If you get the help that’s needed, within the 
next 24 hours, and stop the abortion…I will adopt your baby.”

The surprising offer gave her pause, but Sunshine said she 
had to go. Amanda quickly prayed with her, asking that the 
Lord would have mercy on the baby, and that Sunshine would 
understand the depth of her sin and repent of it, coming to 
know the forgiving grace of the Lord Jesus.

Amanda’s passion for unborn babies began in high school, 
even before she became a believer in Christ. In recent years 
she served with the Santa Clarita Valley Pregnancy Center, 
but desired to do more. With four young kids, ages six years 
to six months, it is difficult to work at the center. She prayed 
often wondering, what can I do? Where can the Lord use us?

Inspiration came reading about the mothers of America’s 
founding fathers in the book, Founding Mothers. “They were 
doing so much, raising these children while being politically 
active,” Amanda said. “They were not afraid to incorporate 
more into their lives and homes. I wanted to see what the 
Lord would have me do, too. How I might honor him.” 

At the same time, Amanda was learning about the abolitionist 
movement to completely end abortion, not just prolong the 
pain of pro-life legislation that deems some of the unborn wor-
thy of life and others unworthy. “Abolitionism became practical 
to me,” she said. “Fighting against abortion no longer seemed 
so intimidating. The philosophy matches my beliefs about 
abortion with action. There are practical things we can do.”

Amanda said PBC’s Rich McCoy introduced her to aboli-
tionist organizations, and she’s been learning from them, 
while exercising theological discernment over differences. 
Amanda, her husband Jorge, Rich McCoy and his teenage 
daughter, Sara, formed the initial four-member team to min-
ister at Planned Parenthood, Van Nuys (additional photos 
on Page 12). Actually, it’s a five-member team, Amanda said. 
“Baby Henry always accompanies me, and he does a great 
job showing off how cute babies are.” 

The team rallied for the first time on New Years Eve, 2021, 
when Amanda and Jorge’s three older kids were doing a 
sleepover, and the afternoon was open. Amanda said, “Let’s 
go do this now!”

They all went together, but realized they needed signs. “We 
ran to Walmart, got poster board and a marker,” Amanda 
recalled, and they wrote, “Please don’t go to Planned Parent-
hood. They kill babies here. We can help.”

“Sara is great – she picked up a sign,” Amanda said, along 
with her evangelistic dad, Rich, while Amanda handed out 
pamphlets she’d made at home. “It’s hard to reach people 
as they go into the building, because we are separated by 
a huge parking lot. I tried a few times to catch cars on the 
way in and out. I ran back and forth.” Amanda’s approach is 

always friendly and polite, asking, “May I hand this to you?” 
She thinks God’s timing having Henry along helps. “Who’s 
going to refuse a lady with a baby?” 
 
Jorge oversees everything, sharing Amanda’s same concern, 
but not the same passion. “He’s super supportive, totally 
recognizing the evil and the need.” Her husband of 12 years 
lovingly tells her, “You do what you’ve got to do.” 

A year ago Amanda started her blog, For the Love of Life, 
when she was newly pregnant with baby Henry – then the 
size of a sesame seed. “So tiny,” she said, “and made in the 
image of God.” She researches extensively and Jorge helps 
review her articles, now shared among abolitionists. Initially 
she tried Facebook, but her posts invited emotional debate 
and unreasonable comments. Writing thoughtful, well-re-
searched articles, she decided, would best serve the cause. 
(Find posted links to Amanda’s articles on our women’s minis-
tries social media sites in the days ahead.) 

Amanda talked with friends about their work outside of 
Planned Parenthood, and some at PBC said they’d love to 
join in. She realized the team could open opportunities for 
others to help by launching a new church ministry, under-
girded with the teaching and help of seasoned leaders with a 
similar mercy ministry at Grace Community Church. 

Amanda presented a slide show to PBC elders in February, 
and they approved the new church-wide evangelistic minis-
try, DELIVER THEM. As they ready a new page with email 
for the PBC website, the team is also preparing mandatory 
training in June, with an initial meeting in the modular early 
Sunday morning, May 1. “I was expecting some interest,” 
Amanda said, “but I was so surprised by the turnout and 
room full of people. And a sheet full of sign-ups! I feel inad-
equate and so dependent on the Lord…where I need to be. If 
anything is going to happen, it is all the Lord.” 

- Karen Long

DELIVER THEM founding members, Jorge and Amanda Sandoval, with baby Henry, 
Rich McCoy, and his daughter, Sara McCoy
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T
he world we live in seems to be festering in sin. 
In almost every way, our culture seems to have 
“exchanged darkness for light, and light for dark-
ness,” calling “evil good, and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). 

The weight of it is so heavy, the damage so heart wrench-
ing, and it would be easy to be discouraged if not for the 
glorious gospel. 

We know God loves us so much that he sent his only Son to 
die for our sins, and then rose again, victorious over death. 
He promises to come back and reign over a new heaven 
and new earth. In the meantime, he has commissioned his 
disciples to go into the world and make more disciples. 
Everyone around the world needs to hear the truth and the 
good news of Jesus. But some of the darkest places that 
need the light of the gospel are in our own backyard – these 
are the abortion mills. 

Everyday about 2,363 pre-born children are being killed 
in their mothers’ wombs in America, and California con-
tributes 15.4%, about 363 babies daily. Abortion pills are 
easily accessible, and can even be prescribed electronically 
through “Telehealth.” 

California in particular offers extremely liberal abortion laws 
for children and adults. Children do not need any parental 
consent to have an abortion. Women have the right to abort 
their baby for any reason up to six months of pregnancy, 
and that span of time is extended if a pregnancy puts the 
mother’s health at risk. “Health,” however, is a broad term, 
applying not only to physical health, but also to mental and 
emotional well-being.

Not only is it legal to murder babies, it is common. Accord-
ing to the Guttmacher Institute, one in four American 
women will have an abortion by age 45. It is common, and 
normalized. A friend related her experience visiting a doc-
tor’s office and finding out she was pregnant. Without hes-

itation, the nurse asked, “Will you be keeping it?” Stunned 
by the question, my friend slowly responded, “Yes…” and the 
nurse replied, “Well then, congratulations!” 

My friend had no health issues – none that this nurse was 
even aware of – making the nurse’s worldview crystal clear 
and highlighting the agenda of pro-choice ideology: abortion 
on demand for any reason at any stage. 

That is the chant of our culture today, and pro-life advocates 
are outraged at this, and rightly so. God makes it clear in 
his Word that he is the author of life, that life begins in the 
womb, that those in the womb are created in his image, 
and that killing innocent life is sinful and wicked. Human 
life begins at fertilization, a fact also affirmed by science. 
Because life begins at conception, killing a baby in the womb 
at any stage is never justifiable. 

Arguing for this while cheering on pro-life bills like the 
Texas Heartbeat Bill made me feel kind of funny, though. I 
celebrated the fact that abortion facilities were cancelling 
abortion appointments, and that potentially thousands of 
babies were being saved from abortion because of this bill. 
But I mourned the fact that ultrasound technicians could 
easily hide heartbeats on the monitors, and that abortion 
was still legal. Actually, this bill basically legitimized kill-
ing human beings as long as they do not have heartbeats. 

ABORTION, THE 
GOSPEL, AND 

THE BIRTH OF 
“DELIVER THEM”

A reflection on abortion 
in our community and 
how we are responding 
as a church.  BY AMANDA SANDOVAL
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Heartbeats became the standard of human value rather than 
God’s standard, or even the scientific evidence that human 
life begins at fertilization. 

But isn’t this a step in the right direction? Can we make abor-
tion illegal by incrementally chipping away at it by making 
more and more regulations? 

Enter a new ideology, or rather, a very old ideology:  aboli-
tionism. Commonly associated with the abolition of slavery, 
the term is applicable to the legal eradication of any evil. 
It calls for the total and immediate abolition of abortion. 
No exceptions. But nothing like this is even possible in the 
United States…or is it? 

Nearly half a century ago, in 1973, the Supreme Court made 
abortion legal in the U.S. with the landmark Roe vs. Wade 
decision. As we’ve learned in recent news reports, the deci-
sion may be overturned in June, and it’s estimated now that 
as many as 26 states are likely to ban or severely restrict 
abortion access should Roe be overturned. Yet abortion is 
still far from being abolished. 

California leaders are now planning to make our state a “safe 
haven” for those seeking abortion, should it be outlawed in 
other states. Taxpayers will cover all travel expenses, includ-
ing transportation, lodging, and childcare for women seeking 
abortions here. Governor Gavin Newsom is also offering 
scholarships for medical students committed to providing 
abortion “care.” 

That is why it is so critical to have alternative resources for 
women with unplanned pregnancies, like the Santa Clarita 
Valley Pregnancy Center. Women receive professional care 
and are encouraged to choose life for their babies. Praise the 
Lord for these places! 

But so many women are unaware of resources like these. Or 
they are deceived into believing that crisis pregnancy cen-
ters are not properly equipped, are misleading and deceptive, 
or make women feel guilty by loading heaps of judgment on 
them. On the contrary, abortion mills offer counseling geared 
to lead women to choose abortion. They can perpetuate 
the abuse and trafficking of women as they “get rid of the 
evidence.” After all, their greatest profit is gained from the 
loss of life. That is why we started going directly to Planned 
Parenthood. 

Why do I keep referring to these places as “abortion mills” 
and not clinics? The term “clinic” has a benign, medi-
cal-sounding connotation, and abortion facilities are actually 
slaughter houses disguised as medical buildings. These are 
places where women are going to murder their children. 

I know it is difficult to read these words. I know this topic is 
sensitive and may bring grief to those reading as it sheds 

light on the reality of this sin. But that is why the gospel is so, 
so glorious! Jesus offers forgiveness to all, even murderers. 
Women must know the truth so that they can repent and ask 
for forgiveness, because “if you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 

This beautiful truth must be shared with the desperate and 
the deceived. And that’s why PBC’s new abortion outreach 
ministry, DELIVER THEM, was born. The name is based on 
Psalm 82:4, because we plead with mothers not to abort their 
babies, but to deliver them. And we pray that God will deliver 
those we evangelize, granting saving faith as we proclaim the 
gospel. We want to deliver babies from death, and let these 
women know that there is hope in Jesus and help among the 
church body. 

This will not be easy. It comes with persecution and risk of 
harm. Many women are proud of their decision to abort their 
babies. Some doctors and nurses think they are actually help-
ing women. It is agonizing to stand outside of Planned Par-
enthood and  know what is occurring just a few feet away from 
the sidewalk. But when God calls his people to something, we 
must only be faithful, and he will bless our faithfulness. 

DELIVER THEM
with these opportunities: 
• Get training at PBC in June to become an on-site 
missionary. Learn more about why we are there, our 
approved approach, and safety measures. Various 
roles include holding signs, calling out to women to 
talk with them, handing out tracts and pamphlets, and 
preaching the gospel. We offer practical help and refer 
to local pregnancy centers

• Become a family willing to offer your love and your 
home and to a pregnant woman in a desperate situation 

• Consider private adoption with someone who turns 
away from abortion but is unable or unwilling to keep 
her child

• Become a babysitter, willing to help watch team 
members’ children as they minister at Planned 
Parenthood or other sites

• We need prayer warriors! Abortion mills are as close 
to the gates of hell as you can get; it’s serious spiritual 
warfare. We need the earnest prayers of the saints



Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; 
maintain the right of the afflicted and 
destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; 
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.

— Psalm 82:3-4

DELIVER THEM Outreach Ministry


