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HAPPY
(No-Fear)
NEW YEAR!
W

ith 2020 drawing to a close, and plan-
ning well underway for the months 
ahead, we are still surrounded with so 
much uncertainty. The Corona virus 

continues to infect people, the elections (as of 
this writing) are not settled, there is cultural 
instability, and many of our freedoms that we 
are accustomed to have not been restored. 
Many of us are prone to fear for the future 
because it seems so out of control. 

As women, we love to feel comfortable and 
safe, and when we don’t, sometimes we get 
anxious or depressed. God has a message of 
true and lasting comfort for us in the books of 
Lamentations, Habakkuk and Zephaniah. Not 
comfort that is based on our circumstances, 
but one that is based in the character of God. 
The study of these books will show us how we 
are able to live by righteous faith and not be 
controlled by our fears.
 
Studying Lamentations, Habakkuk, and Zepha-
niah will show us that even though our circum-
stances seem so new and unfamiliar, God’s peo-
ple have often expressed the same feelings of 
pain and suffering from living in a fallen world. 
Just like them, we are not without hope. Even 
though we deserve judgment, God promises to 
bless those who repent and turn to him in faith. 
He is sovereign and he will bring justice. He is a 

righteous God who keeps his promises, and we 
should trust him even when we can’t see what 
he is doing and we don’t understand.
 
Camden Bucey has written a study guide that 
will introduce us to these three books over 
the course of 12 weeks. Each chapter will give 
an overview of the text and then ask several 
thought provoking questions for reflection. The 
book also highlights gospel themes that occur 
throughout the Bible as well as theological doc-
trines that are affirmed in each passage.

In a time when we can feel so isolated, anxious, 
or depressed, come and be encouraged with fel-
low sisters in Christ. We will discuss how to ap-
ply these truths to our lives, pray together, and 
support and encourage one another with truth. 
If you want to be challenged to live by faith, and 
choose joy by believing in our promise-keeping 
God, sign up to study Lamentations, Habakkuk, 
and Zephaniah with us in January. 

- Lauren Smith

TUESDAYS, 12 WEEKS 
STARTING JANUARY 26

LAMENTATIONS, 
HABAKKUK AND 

ZEPHANIAH 
Workbook available 

through Amazon or 
Christianbook.com

Please complete lesson 1 
by the first day 

No cost to attend; 
childcare unavailable

THREE WAYS TO 
PARTICIPATE, IN PERSON 

AT PBC OR AT HOME:
 Tuesday mornings, 10 

to 11:30 am in the 
modular building

 ZOOM meeting at 
your location, Tuesday 

mornings, 10 am

 Tuesday evenings,
 7 to 8:30 pm in the 

Fireside Room

Please register online at 
placeritachurch.org. Find 
“Women’s Ministries” and 
click “Bible Study” to fill 

out the registration (so we 
know to expect you!).
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We reluctantly leave the Christmas season of 2020 behind with all the rejoic-
ing and celebrating of the birth of our Savior and Hope for all mankind. You 
must see our PBC Kids Winter Skit 2020 on youtube.com, it is priceless! I 
love that our children are learning about the true meaning of Christmas.

Even though the world around us is full of uncertainty, confusion and turmoil, as Chris-
tians we can have the peace that surpasses all understanding because we know the One 
who is in ultimate control. All things are moving toward the fulfillment of God’s plan 
and purpose. We know God is good and His purpose is for the good of all those who 
love Him. We would love for every woman at PBC to join our women’s study of the book 
Lamentations, Habakkuk and Zephaniah (see front article for times and places). The 
prophets lived in times not unlike our own, but their trust in God’s good purpose and 
plan inspired an unwavering faith and trust that we need to face our own times. 

We don’t know what all will happen in 2021, but we do look forward to the completion 
of our church building and the continuing fellowship of those who know and love 
Christ in whatever form that may take. We trust that God will allow His Name to be 
proclaimed in many forms throughout the coming year and pray you will be part of 
His work through PBC. 

PBC elder board members, from left: Mark Madrid, Jim Sojka, Pastor Adam Tyson, Todd Kostjuk, and Elder 
Chairman Pat Hamblin, who said, “The building remains on schedule and we hope to be in it in March!”
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THOUGHTS ON

“Seekingg Him”
“The Seeking Him Bible study 
had a huge impact on my 
spiritual life. Before the study I 
thought that I was progressing 
steadily in my walk with the Lord, 
but the Holy Spirit convicted me 
through this study and revealed 
how many “blind spots” that I 
had and how much sin that I still 
needed to deal with! The study 
was very painful at times, but 
God was so gracious and held 
true to His promise to walk with 
me through it all. I have grown 
so much during this study. It 
has really made me examine 
my thoughts and behavior and 
caused me to repent repeatedly. 
I want to be obedient to God 
in every area of my life. I would 
recommend this book to every 
follower of Jesus Christ!”

“This study has been 
an encouragement 
to make meditation 
a regular part of my 
daily schedule.”

Photos from our Women’s Fall Event, 
Nov. 14, 2020, with speaker Lisa Tatlock, 
“Preparing Our Hearts 
               for the Holidays” 

“Thank you PBC for allowing us to all meet in person to worship 
and study the Word together… over the past four months, my 
family has been going through some trials, and being able to 
physically meet with the ladies each week, share, pray, and be 
filled up helped me so much to get through all that I was facing. 
It was such a burden lifted and safe place for me.” (Attendee from 
a church closed by Covid-19)

“I have been so thankful to study God’s Word together with dear 
sisters. To have real- time accountability, encouragement and 
prayer is a gift, and I’m not taking it for granted!”

“I’m so thankful for the opportunity to take part in this study. 
The content was so personally challenging, convicting, and 
encouraging, and I really enjoyed the opportunity to fellowship 
with other PBC ladies. Relationships really grew as a result of this 
study. God is so good!”
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Pat and I have been married 15 years, and he was already 
a police officer when we started dating. I think one of the 
first things I realized was that our schedule would never be 
normal. I spent our first Thanksgiving together awkwardly 
making small talk with my future in-laws while my fiancé 
was mostly asleep on the couch because he had worked all 
night. Even though I love being with him, I had to get used 
to the idea of doing things alone. Because of the strange 
schedules, we, as wives, often end up doing things alone – 
our normal days often start by reminding our children to be 
quiet because daddy is sleeping. We eat dinner alone, put 
the kids to bed solo, and go to bed with an empty spot next 
to us. 

We often do outings without our husbands, like going 
to church alone, as well as family gatherings and events 
planned with friends. If we don’t go alone – we’re home alone. 
And then there are the holidays. We often rearrange tradi-
tions to be able to celebrate together. When the kids were 
little, it was easier because we could just adjust the advent 
calendar and celebrate on a different day without them notic-
ing. Thankfully, they learn to be flexible. This year, because 
Pat now flies a police helicopter, the kids and I spent part of 
Christmas Eve at the heliport between his flights. 

Another challenge we face is concern for our husband’s 
safety. Thankfully, by God’s grace, I have not struggled with 

W
hen someone asks me what it’s like to be the 
wife of a police officer, I’m not always sure 
what to say, but I’m going to give it a try here. 
In some ways being the wife of a police officer 

isn’t that different than any other wife – lots of other women 
have husbands who have weird schedules or dangerous 
jobs. I never want to sound like I’m complaining about the 
challenges because I’m grateful for the job my husband Pat 
has, and how it provides for us, as well as the opportunity to 
be God’s instrument of justice here on earth. 

Currently there are ten PBC members, nine men and one 
woman, who serve in Los Angeles-area police and sheriff 
departments. I am thankful for the fellowship of other 
wives of law enforcement officers (LEOs) in our church. 
We can pray for and encourage one another in a unique 
way, but I’m also reminded that God has not designed us 
to live life alone on little islands. We are part of the body 
of Christ, and the church body has the responsibility to 
encourage one another, bear one another’s burdens, and 
pray for one another. I received input from our LEO wives 
as I was writing this, and my hope is to not only convey my 
experiences but incorporate their thoughts as well. So, with 
some fear and trembling, I place this before you with the 
desire that the body of Christ come alongside each other 
for the ultimate glory of God.

Before I speak of the challenges we face as law enforce-
ment wives, I want to be clear it’s not all bad – and we’re 
not looking for pity! Even though we may not be vocal, 
we are all very proud of what our husbands do. I am 
thankful the Lord has provided meaningful work for my 
husband, Pat. He and other believing LEOs have an op-
portunity to be salt and light in a very dark world. Even if 
their ability may be hindered these days, they went into 
this job with a desire to protect their communities and 
bring justice to society.

Reflections of a
POLICE POLICE 
OFFICER’S OFFICER’S 
WIFEWIFE

BY CHRISTINA HAMBLIN
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tough on the outside – you see them standing stoically in 
the riot lines or calmly answering questions – but deep down 
they can be discouraged, weary, and hurt. 

It’s especially hard when family members, or people they call 
friends, question their character and integrity. As their wives, 
we see their struggles. They are men of action who see the 
worst of society and feel compelled to do something about 
it. Yet but they are now being handcuffed and impeded from 
really helping people. Our hearts ache for them.

But through it all we find hope and strength in God’s Word. 
The pages are filled with truths about God’s sovereignty, jus-
tice, lovingkindness and compassion on the weary, his divine 
peace for the anxious, and his listening ear for our prayers.

I’m encouraged by the Psalms – when my soul is troubled, 
and events in the world might cause me to despair, I can pray 
the very inspired words of God! The psalmists, at times, felt 
like they were surrounded by enemies, and expressed their 

own anxious thoughts. Yet they had faith 
that God heard their pleas. For example, even 
though David was fleeing for his life, he was 
able to lie down and sleep because God was 
his protection:

“O Lord, how many are my foes! Many are ris-
ing against me; many are saying of my soul, 
 ‘There is no salvation for him in God.’ But 
you, O Lord, are a shield about me, my glory, 
and the lifter of my head. I cried aloud to 
the Lord, and he answered me from his holy 
hill. I lay down and slept; I woke again, for 
the Lord sustained me. I will not be afraid of 
many thousands of people who have set them-
selves against me all around” (Psalm 3: 1-6).

I am also struck by the repeated calls to not be 
anxious, but instead, to present our requests 
to God. Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” What a promise from his Word 
– that when we present our requests to him 
– our hearts and minds will be guarded from 
the anxious thoughts that assail us. So when 
someone asks if I worry about Pat at work, I 
can say with confidence “no” – not because 
I am some super woman, but because God’s 
peace guards my heart and mind.

In a world that is increasingly hostile to law 
enforcement officers and their families, we des-

fear when Pat is at work, but I am very aware that what he 
does is dangerous. There are obvious dangers like being shot 
at, but simple things like a traffic stop or a domestic violence 
call can turn deadly. Right now I’m relieved that Pat flies a 
helicopter for the Glendale Police Department because I feel 
it’s safer than being on the streets doing patrol. 

I know law enforcement wives struggle with this issue in dif-
ferent ways, but I also know we’ve all experienced a height-
ened awareness about the dangers of the job this past year. 
Even more than physical safety, we now fear that something 
may go wrong at work, and our husbands’ actions could be 
judged and misinterpreted by thousands without all the facts. 
A segment of the population has always hated law enforce-
ment, but over the last few years that hatred accelerated, 
boiling over in 2020. 

This past year we’ve seen our husbands’ characters dragged 
through the mud, vile names thrown at them, and assump-
tions made about their actions and beliefs. LEOs may seem 
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ty quickly that there is a segment of the population that 
doesn’t appreciate what you do, and you come to expect it. 
But the last few months have really taken a toll on many of 
these men and women – please pray for their weary souls. 

Christina Hamblin is a homeschooling mom and PBC’s Pre-K 
children’s director. Pat Hamblin is PBC elder chairman and 
oversees PBC’s Children’s Ministry. Before Covid-19 restrictions, 
Pat and Christina taught the third through sixth grade Sun-
day school class together. The Hamblin’s have three children, 
Carson, Abby and Jackson (13, 11 and 7 years of age). “Some-
thing unique about them,” Christina said, “is that they all have 
red hair! It’s quite the conversation starter whenever we are in 
public – especially considering neither Pat nor I have red hair. 
From best we can tell, the most recent person with red hair is in 
their great grandparents generation.” 

perately need the body of Christ and their prayers. With this 
in mind, would you please pray for us as wives? Here’s how:

 Pray that we would be an encouragement to our hus-
bands. It’s easy to complain about schedules or working 
conditions or a multitude of things, but rather that we 
would be thankful for God’s provision and use our words to 
build up rather than tear down.

 Pray that we would seek the Lord first when anxious 
thoughts crop up, and not give in to worry.

 Pray that we would make our homes a refuge. The world 
may be against our husbands, but in our homes we can 
bring hope, peace, and encouragement.

Please join us in praying for our 
husbands and other officers, in 
four key ways:

Church Involvement – Odd, un-
predictable hours are the norm, so 
LEOs are often working on Sun-
days. Please pray they would still 
be fed spiritually whether through 
sermon podcasts, small groups, 
or personal time in the Word. As 
we know, there is no substitute 
for meeting weekly with the body, 
so pray they would be sustained 
during periods when attending 
church isn’t possible.

Godly Friendships – As with 
other professions, LEOs are 
surrounded by unbelieving 
co-workers. Pray that they would 
develop godly friendships for 
accountability and encourage-
ment beyond what we, as wives, 
are able to do.

Gospel Opportunities – Our 
husbands’ coworkers are living 
through the same experiences, 
but they are without Christ. They 
see the sinful world around them 
and find other ways to cope, 
leaving broken families. Use of 
alcohol, painkillers and even 
suicide are common. Pray that 
our husbands would be lights in 
a very dark world.

Discouragement – When you 
become a LEO, you find out pret-

The Hamblin family: Pat, Christina, 
Carson, Abby, and Jackson
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P
BC friends, a pastor once said, “You are either 
entering a trial, in the middle of a trial, or you just 
got out of a trial.” I know many of you are facing 
difficulties right now. You might have health 

issues, perhaps Covid-19 or a seasonal illness, or you or a 
loved one live with chronic health challenges. Perhaps you 
have a rebellious teenager, or maybe you’re in a difficult 
season of marriage. Suffering comes to us all, in many dif-
ferent forms. Yet no matter what kind of trial we’re facing, 
we always have great hope in God and the truth found in 
His living and active Word.  

“In this world you will trouble, but take heart, I have over-
come the world,” (John 16:33). The Lord in His Word speaks 
this Truth over me as a mother, in the greatest trial of my 
life – the sickness of my child. I pray that some of the lessons 
God is teaching me might also be a comfort to you in what-
ever you are facing. 

The trial began when our son, Micaiah, passed a few kidney 
stones in November 2019. The doctors in the E.R. told me 
they had never seen a 10-year-old with this condition. That 
was the start of our journey to try to figure out what is going 

by Lisa Tyson

The steadfast love 
of the LORD never 
ceases; His mercies 
never come to an 
end; they are new 
every morning; great 
is Your faithfulness. 
“The LORD is my 
portion,’ says my soul, 
‘therefore I will hope 
in Him.”

Lamentations 3:22-24
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geon said, “When you go through a trial, the sovereignty 
of God is the pillow upon which you lay your head.” I am 
comforted as I remind Micaiah, praying with him at bedtime 
each night, that God is always good through this trial, and 
God never makes mistakes.  

When I open the blinds each morning to see the sun start 
to rise, I take a deep breath and offer a prayer of thank-
fulness as I am reminded of Lamentations 3:22-24, “The 
steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; His mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is Your 
faithfulness. ‘The LORD is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘there-
fore I will hope in Him.’” 

Many people often wonder, how can suffering be good? When 
we see our trials in light of God’s good, wise, gentle, unfailing 
love, and sovereignty, then we can be at ease because God’s 
way is always best. We already have seen good come from 
Micaiah’s sickness as our whole family has grown in faith 
in God. He is sanctifying us as we trust that His Word is 
true even on the hardest days. Job 12:9-10 is such a comfort, 
easing fears, because life is unfolding just as God has deter-
mined. “Who among all these does not know that the hand of 
the Lord has done this? In His hand is the life of every living 
thing and the breath of all mankind.” 

God loves Micaiah, and each of our loved ones, way more 
than we do.  So I know I can trust God’s map for the direc-
tion Micaiah’s life will take. Isaiah 46:9-10 says, “…remem-
ber the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no 
other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the 
end from the beginning and from ancient times things not 
yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accom-
plish all my purpose.’” 

Isaiah reminded the Israelites of the miracles God had per-
formed and we, too, can remember it is God who is all-pow-
erful over sickness. He alone is God. Our family is running 
to God more and embracing His great love for us as we place 
the question marks of Micaiah’s sickness in our Mighty For-
tress and His capable hands. Trusting in God’s sovereignty 
gives great peace because His ways are higher than mine, 
and we can rest in His perfect care for us. 

Deuteronomy 31:8 says, “It is the LORD who goes before you. 
He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do 
not fear or be dismayed.” Just as the Lord led Joshua into the 
Promised Land, we can trust our God who will never leave us.

 LESSON 2: 
God Advances His Purposes Through our Trials
The second thing Micaiah and I have talked about is the 
ultimate purpose of why we are here on this earth. By God’s 
grace and for His glory, Micaiah has surrendered his life to 
Christ and wants others to know the One who has forgiven 
him of his sins. Acts 20:24 says, “But I do not account my life 

on with his body. Our search for answers continues. One 
great comfort we hold onto, with whatever is going on, is 
knowing that God is in control of every single cell in Mic-
aiah, and every cell has to submit to God’s ordering. Adam 
and I saw the need to seek a kidney specialist at UCLA Med-
ical Center as Micaiah began to exhibit more symptoms. He 
continues to struggle and suffer.

Although we don’t have all the medical answers we seek, the 
Word has brought me such clarity in recent months, remind-
ing me that our help truly comes from the Lord. Psalm 121:1-4 
says, “I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help 
come? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth. He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you 
will not slumber. Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep.” 

I’d like to share the three biggest lessons that Micaiah and I 
are learning together, lessons that are applicable to all of us 
as believers, no matter what we are going through. 

 LESSON 1: 
Knowledge of God’s Sovereignty Brings Peace
Since the decline of Micaiah’s health, I have been more fer-
vent to encourage him in the Word, to hang on to every word 
because it is LIFE! I asked Micaiah around July 4th, when we 
were sitting outside together, if he knew what God’s sover-
eignty means. We had a good conversation discussing this 
powerful biblical doctrine. I explained to Micaiah that God’s 
sovereignty means He is in complete control of every event 
and aspect of our lives.  

More than that, I told Micaiah that God only wants what is 
best for us spiritually as He continues to grow us more into 
the image of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:28-29). Charles Spur-

The Tyson children: Hudson, Anna, Nate, Micaiah, and Zoe
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The LORD is my 
strength and my 
shield; in him my 
heart trusts, and 
I am helped; my 
heart exults, 
and with my 
song I give 
thanks to 
him. The LORD 
is the strength 
of his people; 
He is the saving 
refuge of His 
anointed.

Psalm 28:7-8

For all the saints, and especially those experiencing a trial, 
please join us in seeking strength in the Lord and continue 
to share Christ’s love in every situation.  Psalm 28:7-8 says, 
“The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart 
trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, and with my song I 
give thanks to him. The LORD is the strength of his people; 
He is the saving refuge of His anointed.” 

Please pray that God’s Word would be our strength. At times, 
my own need is great. “My soul melts away from sorrow; 
strengthen me according to your Word” (Psalm 119:28). 
Please pray that we would not lose heart. “Consider Him who 
endured from sinners such hostility against Himself,” Hebrews 
12:3 reads, “so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.” 

To you dear reader, I pray that God’s Word would soothe and 
comfort your heart today in your circumstances. Hudson 
Taylor, missionary to China, once said, “It is not what we 
set ourselves to do that really tells in blessing, so much as 
what He is doing through us when we least expect it. If only 
we are in abiding fellowship with Him.” As you pray for us, 
please ask that we would learn of God’s will each day, and 
grow in our love and deep trust in the Lord as we keep close 
fellowship with Him. 

of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my 
course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” 

Micaiah and I have talked about using doctor visits to 
witness the truth of the gospel to the doctors and nurses if 
they ask how he is doing.  He can also comfort those who 
are suffering and need to know the Healer. It has been 
good to remind Micaiah that our purpose on earth is not 
just to live a long life and make a good living to provide 
for your family one day. Our purpose is to know Christ and 
make Him known to the world. We love God and others by 
sharing the Good News! We’ve been reminded (as morbid 
as it may sound) that death comes to us all and the Lord has 
already determined how many days each of our lives will 
last on earth. 

And the Word reminds us that our time on earth is short. 
Psalm 103:15-18 says,  “As for man, his days are like grass; 
he flourishes like a flower of the field; for the wind passes 
over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. But the 
steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 
on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s 
children, to those who keep His covenant and remember to 
do His commandments.” 

Micaiah wants his pain and suffering to be a tool God uses to 
tell others about Christ and to win souls to Him. John Calvin 
said, “We must make the invisible kingdom visible in our 
midst.” What freedom it is to know this dying world is not 
what we live for and all that there is. We are not here to serve 
our flesh, but to fulfill God’s purposes for our lives. 

 LESSON 3: 
God is Refining our Character in the Wait
A third lesson the Lord is teaching Micaiah and me is 
contentment and patience as we wait on the Lord. We are 
waiting for more test results. There are no answers yet for 
Micaiah’s variety of concerning symptoms.  But we are 
experiencing the tender love of the Lord as we hold His 
Word close to our hearts.  Joni Erickson Tada said, “God has 
not chosen to heal me, but to hold me. The more intense the 
pain, the closer His embrace.” In Micaiah’s situation, we have 
talked about the reasons why our loving God allows pain in 
our lives. Suffering entered this world because Adam and 
Eve chose to sin in the garden. Their rebellion against God 
ushered sin and suffering into the world, affecting everyone. 

So now we wait for test results and pray for wisdom on how 
to move forward.  James 1:2-4 says, “Count it all joy, my 
brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.”  We are called to have a faith 
that is active – a faith that produces endurance. 
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I want to share that joy by remembering the heart of adop-
tion found in the nature of our God, recalling how He wove 
adoption into our hearts as a couple, and recounting His 
provision for us in the final adoptive chapter of our life. 

The Heart of Adoption in the Nature of God
Last January I resolved to read through the “Bible-in-a-Year” 
with an eye for God’s heart for the orphan and the oppressed. 
Truthfully, I did it because I needed to be reminded that 
adoption is a good thing when the hard days would come. 
Adoption is a beautiful thing, but it is also marked by a 
brokenness, the reminder that we are not in Eden any more. I 
knew I needed to buttress my wavering emotions with truth 
from God’s word for 2020. 

I was startled by the refrain YHWH sent so many of the 
prophets to reiterate, “Wash yourselves; make yourselves 
clean; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppressions; bring justice to the fatherless…” (Is. 1:17). God’s 
steadfast love, compassion, and provision are what set Him 
apart from all the other gods. 

In the middle of God’s prophetic judgment against rebellious 
Judah (Jeremiah 31), God tucks in a message to remind them 
that He is also going to restore them. He says, “I have loved 

 made made the decision to pursue a third 
adoption in a moment of incredible pain and sorrow, but 
that low place proved to be fertile ground for our hopes and 
dreams to grow. That seed of hope would flounder and droop 
in the five years it took to bloom, but we kept watering and 
caring for it. 

Today when the six of us crowd around the table or squeeze 
into the minivan, a lump remains in my throat. While we 
were waiting, the LORD often seemed silent, unmoved by 
our pleas for His intervention. We learned to trust Him not 
because He answered our prayers according to our will, but 
because we were overcome with his goodness and rightness. 
The waiting was long and difficult, but the same God that 
was with us in our waiting is near to us now in our joy. 

First time for me to meet and hold my new children, Kakoli and Ethan- 
same day they came home with us to be part of our family.
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child. We found a loophole that allowed us to do a domestic 
adoption as Indian residents and the paperwork-proceedings 
went quickly for Afsana’s adoption. In fact, too quickly.  The 
Indian side of the paperwork cleared in record time, before a 
critical U.S. visa approval. 

I remember sitting and weeping with TJ in his office when 
we realized what had happened. We wept with joy because 
Afsana’s process cleared in just two months! And we wept 
with sorrow because the immigration laws of the time 
meant we had to live outside of the U.S. for two years before 
Afsana could enter the U.S. That U.S. visa approval was in-
operative. We were stuck in India and had already expend-

ed over $4,000 for a U.S. process that would 
now be lost. 

As we prayed, the Lord planted a seed in 
our hearts. We could transfer that $4,000 to 
initiate a third adoption. We had used our 
savings (from our now-ancient pre-mis-
sionary careers) to fund our first two 
adoptions, but a third one was going to 
be by faith. We knew that it would cost us 
thousands more than what we had spent 
already, but we decided to move forward by 
faith. To date, the LORD unexpectedly pro-
vided more than $25,000 through grants, 
awards and gifts toward the expenses of 
this adoption.

We experienced God’s goodness in other 
ways as well. I knew that I wanted more chil-
dren, but we only had left in us the energy 
and fortitude for one more adoption process 
(not to mention that we are getting older!). 
So I prayed for a sibling pair.  Our agency, 
India adoption officials and even my hus-
band told me repeatedly that our chances 

were slim-to-none, one in a million. Yet here we are…a sibling 
pair perfect for our family!

The twists and turns waiting from 2015 to 2020 for the 
fulfillment of our family adoption dream was excruciating 
at times. During these long, slow years, we shifted our focus 
of work within India, and then we had to leave India as our 
home. Next we had an adoption “miscarriage” that set us 
back a full year in the process. Then we accepted an invita-
tion to be part of a vibrant ministry in Dubai. 

However, in a strange turn in U.S. immigration law, we are 
now stuck in America until this third adoption paper trail is 
complete. Moreover, the entrance of Covid-19 on the global 
scene suddenly complicates every part of a global life. “Hope 
deferred makes the heart sick” (Proverbs 13:12). We certainly 
spent most of 2020 in a “deferred” status, but thankfully not 
the entire year!

you with an everlasting love; therefore, I have continued my 
faithfulness to you.” Later in the same chapter, the prophet 
lists the blessings they will receive in their promised return: 
a life like a watered garden, no more languishing, mourning 
turned into joy, and comfort and gladness for sorrow. And 
then the LORD powerfully declares, “My people shall be 
satisfied with my goodness” (Jeremiah 31:14). 

While we are not the nation of Israel, and these are not 
prophecies about our personal restoration, we should linger 
on these phrases. The words reflect the same goodness of 
the same God. A similar depiction of God’s goodness comes 
from Psalm 68:5, “Father of the fatherless and protector of 
widows is God in his holy habitation. God 
settles the solitary in a home…in your good-
ness, O God, you provided for the needy.” At 
the end of a long parenting day, what a joy 
it is that we have the privilege to be a part 
of what defines God’s goodness: setting the 
“alone ones” in a home, the making of an 
orphan a son and daughter.

Our Own Journey of Adoption
Our adoption journey has been a unique plat-
form for God to shepherd our souls, making 
us to lie down in His green pastures. When 
we married at PBC in 2003, we thought we 
would adopt and have biological children, but 
God had other plans. TJ and I both had hopes 
for building our family through adoption 
years before we learned we would be unable 
to biologically have children. 

What started as a starry-eyed conversation 
on a date in Starbucks grew into an all-con-
suming calling that requires us to utterly 
rely and rest in Him. Ninety percent of our 
married life has passed in the midst of an 
adoption process. Most of our life savings is invested in 
this adventure. But more than time and money, the Lord has 
asked us to enter into our one-of-a-kind family with a whole 
heart and mind. That means that we devote a tremendous 
amount of energy into nurturing the little lives He has given 
us to watch over. We parent our children’s current heart 
issues while tending to the impact of the years they experi-
enced before entering our loving protection. We reap what 
we did not sow, in both pleasant and poignant ways.

God’s Goodness in our Final Adoption
We adopted three times, each of which had its own twists and 
turns with scores of answered prayers. The freshness of our 
most recent journey still has me singing at all of His mercies!

Our third adoption story actually begins with Afsana’s adop-
tion back in 2015. We had to wait many years for interna-
tional adoption law to bend enough for us to adopt a second 



The second half of the proverb says, “…a desire fulfilled is a 
tree of life.” The seemingly interminable waiting season char-
acterized by the silence of God was brought to an end with the 
trumpets of God, heralding His goodness. 

On Thanksgiving day, in India, the Lord woke me up early 
and the Spirit prompted me to sit down to write all things I 
was thankful for:  TWO precious and precocious children, 
Kakoli and Ethan, had entered our lives! They had adapted 
and adjusted into our family with an ease that was a gift of 
God. Their orphanage staff had cared for them, making their 
transition easier.  

Moreover, God had allowed FOUR visas for Chaya and Afsana 
to travel with us to India on what became an unexpectedly 
long, extended stay. The older girls welcomed the little ones. 
Our friends in India had a fully-furnished apartment that we 
could rent with amenities I never dreamed would exist in all 
my living years in India (a dishwasher! Cupboards with kids’ 
probiotic medicine! A playground where we could play with 
the kids!).  This family allowed us to hire their cook, providing 
the main meal of the day and saving me hours in the kitchen. I 
was able to spend those hours being gloriously climbed-on by 
my new little children. The list goes on and on. 

A miraculous gift of four visas was authorized for ALL of us to travel to India to receive the children. We had been 
told for two months that our previous visas were void and we did not qualify for emergency visas due to Covid-19. 
The four kids bonded while in India, waiting 10 weeks for Indian passports. We were back in the U.S. for Christmas!

Conclusion
Psalm 34:5 says, “Those who look to him are radiant, and 
their faces shall never be ashamed.” We can’t help but be 
radiant because of all that God has done for us and for 
these children. 

Jeremiah spoke similar words, “They shall be radiant 
with the goodness of the Lord” (Jer. 31:12). He spoke 
these prophetic words to Israelites who God promised 
would eventually return from Babylonian captivity, yet 
the words capture how I feel today, in this moment.  
2020 was a hard year for many. In our family, however, 
2020 was a year of realization. Of fulfillment, comple-
tion.  Adding more children to our family had long 
been a desire, a pursuit often fraught with setbacks and 
trouble. Today our desire is fulfilled. The bookends of 
our family have been set. 

For those of you still waiting for a glimpse of the good-
ness of God after a tough year, take heart and say with the 
psalmist, and with me, “I believe that I shall look upon the 
goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! Wait for 
the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait 
for the LORD” (Psalm 27:13-14). 


