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S
tudying Hebrews this past semester has been such a 
blessing in my walk with God. When PBC’s office man-
ager/designer Terry McClain and I were creating the 
cover for the notebooks, I asked her if we could have a 

picture of an anchor. In our world today, with everything chang-
ing so quickly, we don’t always know whom to trust. Hebrews 
shows us that we can trust Christ, the sure and steady anchor in 
the storms of this life. 
 While this world is unstable and passing away, Hebrews 
reminds us that our future is secure in Jesus. If everything we’ve 
known suddenly changed, Christ is our hope. We can live by 
faith and not by sight. Christ is better than anything this world 
has to offer, and he is our help in times of trouble. Our hearts 
find rest with these rich reminders in Hebrews about the glories 
and supremacy of Christ.     

 Beginning January 4, 2022, 
we will have the opportunity 
to study Hebrews Chapters 
6-13 on Tuesday mornings and 
evenings. We’ve got two great 
groups, and would love to see 
even more women benefitting 
from this special time together. 
Please plan to come, and feel 
free to invite a friend! Even if 
you weren’t able to attend Part I 
of the study, this is effectively a 
new study, with eight chapters 

of Hebrews ahead and many great truths yet to explore.  
 Each week we complete study questions at home on our own, 
and then we gather to sing together and hear the passage taught 
to us. After the teaching time, we break up into smaller groups 
and help each other think through practical ways to apply the 
lessons to our everyday lives. We encourage one another, pray 
for each other, and serve each other using the gifts that God has 
given us. The study is one of the highlights of my week, and I 
have developed deep friendships with many of these ladies. 
 My prayer is that more women from PBC will experience 
the joy I have found from studying the Word of God in depth 
with my sisters in Christ. If you have a desire to grow spiritual-
ly in the upcoming year, I hope you’ll plan to come. You won’t 
regret it! 

 - Lauren Smith

ANCHORING OUR HEARTSANCHORING OUR HEARTS
HEBREWS STUDY, PART 2

TUESDAYS:  January 4 – April 26
LOCATION:  PBC Foyer
MORNINGS:  9:30 – 11:30 am
(Childcare available mornings only, 
from birth to five years)

EVENINGS:  6:30 – 8:30 pm
SIGN-UPS:  available online at 
Placeritachurch.com under women’s 
ministries or at the patio sign-up 
table Sundays through Jan. 2

COST:  $10.00 for those returning, 
and $25.00 for new attendees
FOR MORE INFO:
Please contact Lauren Smith,
dandlsmithfamily@gmail.com

New Year
in Hebrews 

“Come join us in Hebrews!” Participants in the Tuesday morning Women’s Bible Study, November 2021
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A s we come to the end of 2021, we can look back at 
all the ways God has blessed and provided this 
year. A major highlight for us at PBC this past year 
has been worshiping our ever faithful, sovereign, 

sanctifying Savior in our beautiful new building. What a joy 
it is to see the fellowship that happens in our sanctuary and 
patio after every service. Our women have had the blessing 
of enjoying the beautiful foyer and convenient kitchen for 
our Tuesday women’s Bible studies and our new sanctuary 
for the women’s Spring and Fall events.
 In anticipating 2022 with ever changing mandates 
and uncertainties on many fronts, our constant comfort 

and peace comes from knowing that God is unchanging, 
sovereign, fully in control, and His good purposes cannot be 
thwarted (Job 42:2). God’s precious promises guarantee that 
He is working all things together for our good and His glory. 
The book of Hebrews, with its focus on the excellencies 
of Christ, has provided a steady anchor for our souls. We 
hope you will join us as we study Hebrews, chapters 6-13, 
beginning January 4th.
 If you are like me with Christmas just around the 
corner, you may be tempted to fret that you won’t be ready 
in time for Christmas, but I keep reminding myself that 
Christmas is not all about me and what I have to do. It is 
all about Jesus who said, I am the Light of the world; he 
who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will 
have the Light of Life. Is that incredible good news or 
what? Our mission must be to reflect that Light in this 
dark world around us. 
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Directions: Bring chicken stock to a boil in a soup pot. Add the lemon grass, ginger, 
garlic and chilis. Reduce heat and simmer covered for 10 minutes. Stir in coconut milk, 
fish sauce, sugar, lime juice and salt and pepper. Add chicken and mushrooms. Serve 
with Thai Jasmine rice. (Avoid chewing the lemon grass and ginger!)

THAI COCONUT CHICKEN SOUP

Ingredients
1 quart chicken stock
1 stalk lemon grass, the white part
3-inch piece of ginger, peeled and thinly 
sliced
2 small Thai chilies (optional – you can 
add dried chili when serving)
2 garlic cloves, crushed

1 13-ounce can unsweetened coconut milk
2 tablespoons Thai fish sauce
1 ½ teaspoons sugar
3 limes, juiced
Mushrooms
Cooked chicken
Salt and pepper
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BY LORI WELLONS

T
he first time 
I walked 
into Placer-
ita Baptist 

Church was a Sunday 
evening service in 
January 1996. I was 
a freshman at The 
Master’s College, and 

I fell in love with the little old fashioned church next door. 
I attended PBC for the next three years, but wasn’t really 
involved in any ministries. When I graduated and started 
working at The Master’s College, I knew PBC would be 
my church. I decided then I’d better start getting to know 
people and serving.
 I often say that it was a challenge to get to know peo-
ple. I was technically not new to the church, even though I 
didn’t know very many people. I don’t really blend in very 
well (I can count on one hand the 6-foot tall redheads who 
have come through PBC over the years), so everyone recog-
nized me but no one knew me. I started serving in Awana, 
attending the Tuesday evening women’s Bible Study and 
even going to events like “Family Fun Night” (even though I 
didn’t have a family!). Thankfully I’m not shy, but it was hard 
putting myself out there as I tried to make friends. Since that 
time, I’ve tried to reach out to new people when I see them, 
because I remember how hard it can be!
 Soon I was asked to serve on the Ladies Retreat Commit-
tee because they needed help. The following year, the coor-
dinator of the retreat was expecting a baby so she stepped 
down and they took a chance on a 23-year-old single girl who 
had no idea what she was getting into! I had a committee of 
ladies who wanted to help, but I didn’t delegate very much 
because I thought, “I’m single, they have families. I should do 
the work so they can do more important things.” 
 I learned through that first retreat that believers need to 
serve – it’s what God made us to do! So by taking all of the 
work on myself, I wasn’t helping others; I was taking their 
chance to serve! Now I’m happy to invite others to serve and 
let them do what they excel at. We all have specific strengths 

and none of us can be good at everything – that is why we 
need each other!
 I coordinated the retreat for a few years, and served as 
the emcee. I joked during the recent retreat that my “spiritual 
gift” is talking into a microphone, leading icebreakers and 
making people laugh. To encourage those of you who aren’t 
so sure where you should be serving – just jump in and try 
things! If you are willing, you’ll eventually figure out what is 
a good fit and what the Lord has gifted you to do. I hear for 
the first time in years there’s an opening for an emcee….
 PBC once had a very special Bible study called the “Ca-
reer Group” – which was a singles group that we didn’t want 
to call a singles group. At some point Dhon started hanging 
out and eventually even started to talk to me sometimes!
 He called me one day at work and said, “I’m in the mood 
for soup. Do you want to go to Souplantation for lunch? I’ll 
pick you up at work.” When we walked out to his truck, he 
opened the door for me and I thought, “Wait – am I on a 
date? With Dhon Wellons??” Then he paid for my lunch and 
it as clear I was definitely on a date! Friends said, “We don’t 
get it. We’re going to have to see what happens.” Ten months 
later I married him. I don’t know how I made people laugh 
before, because I’m pretty sure 90% of my material comes 
from my experiences being married to Dhon!
 When Joey and Annie were born 16 months apart, I took 
another break from the Special Events branch of Women’s 
Ministries. By the time the fog of the baby years lifted, I was 
back to event planning again. With Dhon reffing basketball, 
my kids just came along as we set up and cleaned up the 
Christmas events. I remember 4-year-old Annie sleeping in 
the foyer in a sleeping bag when she was sick because the 
church needed to be decorated and I didn’t have time to stay 
home. I was praying that I wouldn’t get her tummy bug and 
be throwing up when I needed to be emceeing the event the 
next day!
 When Annie went to kindergarten, I started working as 
a bookkeeper. The Lord provided the perfect work-from-
home position, but it did change what ministry looked like. 
I couldn’t attend Tuesday morning Bible Study anymore, 
and spending time with friends became much more difficult. 
But I am thankful for faithful, patient friends who love me in 
spite of my busy schedule!
 At PBC I’ve grown from a college student who attended 
church faithfully but didn’t really serve, to having the privi-
lege of serving the Lord in some amazing ways. I’ve learned 
to love the church because it is designed by God for His 
glory and our good. And it is so good. 
 As we leave a place where we belong, to go to a new 
church where most people don’t know us, I may be back to 
just putting myself out there even when it’s hard. But I do 
have a secret weapon, and as my final gift to the women of 
PBC who I love – I’m giving you our recipe for Thai Coconut 
Chicken Soup (page 2), which I’m fairly certain has 
hypnotic properties that makes people want to be friends. 
Be hospitable. Make soup. Or come visit me in Idaho and I’ll 
make soup for you! 

Church Life, Lessons,
& Laughter



4    REFLECTIONS • WINTER 2021

Do not grumble and complain, 
continue to walk in light 

Do not despair, 
continue to walk with confident trust in God 

Do not give into anxiousness, 
continue to walk in peace 

Do not allow the world to distract, 
continue to walk in Christ’s sufficiency  

PBC’s Women’s Fall Event 2021
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T
he more of heaven there is in our hearts, the less of 
earth we shall covet,” Charles Spurgeon once said, 
pointing to the path of contentment. Today’s world is 
filled with anxious, agitated, dissatisfied people, yet 

God’s people can learn to honor Christ with peaceful hearts, 
no matter their circumstances, trusting in him. 
 At PBC’s popular fall 
event in November, Dr. 
Shelbi Cullen encouraged a 
packed house of women to-
ward a biblical understand-
ing of contentment. Cullen 
is Assistant Professor for the 
School of Biblical Studies 
at the Master’s University, 
and we had the privilege of 
listening to her speak out of 
Philippians 4:10-13. Our con-
tentment, we learned, can 
fluctuate in ways that are not 
always immediately obvious. 
Yet we can learn to examine 
our hearts and take steps to 
grow daily in our desire to 
live contentedly. 
 Although the writer of 
Philippians, Paul, suffered 
persecution and suffering 
in ways we will probably 
never know, we learned it 
is still easy to let our hearts 
drift toward discontent-
ment. As women especially, 
we can seek security in 
temporal things over God. 
The key to having content-
ment – instead of seeking 
security in the world – is by 
having a high view of God 
and his providence. 
 “Contentment means 
that I’m not a victim of my 
circumstances,” wrote John 
MacArthur. “I am comfort-
able, satisfied, at peace and 
content in an unalterable and 
eternal relationship with the 
living Christ that rises in-
finitely above the mundane.” 

 Few people knew this truth better than John Bunyan, 
according to Shelbi. He was imprisoned for preaching the 
gospel in a time when England was not tolerant of true 
Christianity. In his imprisonment he was not worried for 
himself, but was anxious over the fate of his children and 
wife. By taking on a heavenly mindset, he began to under-
stand that even the dearest blessings in this life, his wife 
and children, must be dead to him. In order to suffer rightly, 
Bunyan learned to look to the things that were invisible, 
rather than visible. Only then was he able to suffer rightly 
and have a proper perspective on life. 
 Despite the harsh circumstances, he was able to rejoice in 
his imprisonment and grow into a greater understanding of 
God’s Word. “Jesus Christ was never more real and apparent 
than now,” Bunyan wrote, “here I have seen and felt him 
indeed: I have had sweet sights of the forgiveness of my sins 
in this place and of my being with Jesus in another world…” 
By taking his eyes off his temporal circumstances, and 
focusing on the future hope of glory, John Bunyan was able 
to suffer rightly with great joy.
 In the same way, Paul lived with hope and joy in the midst 
of the trial he described in Philippians 4:10-13. Paul endured 

I rejoiced in the 
Lord greatly that 

now at length you 
have revived your 

concern for me. 
You were indeed 

concerned for me, 
but you had no 

opportunity. Not 
that I am speaking 

of being in need, 
for I have learned in 

whatever situation 
I am to be content. 

I know how to be 
brought low, and 

I know how to 
abound. In any and 

every circumstance, 
I have learned 

the secret of 
facing plenty and 

hunger, abundance 
and need. I can 

do all things 
through him who 
strengthens me.

— Philippians 4:10-13 
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suffering that was strikingly similar to John Bunyan. At the 
time Paul wrote Philippians he was under house arrest. He 
had suffered both financially and physically for the sake of 
Christ. However, he was not worried for his own sake about 
his financial hardship. The Philippians had wanted to relieve 
his financial hardship, but they lacked opportunity. When 
they were finally able to give, and Paul received their gift, he 
did not rejoice for the aid, but that they were able to honor 
God in their generosity. 
 While enduring all this suffering, Paul had contentment, 
made possible by his high view of God and a heart holding 
loosely to the things of this world.  
 Shelbi said that in our own suffering and hardship, Christ 
can strengthen and enable us to be content. Her definition 
of true contentment is “joyful, humble, uninterrupted and 
independent-of-circumstance dependence upon Christ. It is 
an attitude that cannot be controlled by material comfort or 
poverty. It is a ready acceptance of whatever God may allow 
or cause in our life.” 
 Paul understood that he was not a helpless victim of his 
troubles. His joy or sorrow was not based on circumstances. 
In Philippians 4:11 he wrote, “Not that I am speaking of being 
in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be 
content.” This contentment, this joy, is not some mystical 
force, but something to be learned. It is part of our sanctifi-
cation. The word “learning” in the Greek is the concept of 
experiential learning, to appropriate the truth personally, and 
to live it out practically. 
 Instead of depending on ourselves and seeking earthly 
security, we must seek Christ alone. Security and content-
ment are found in Him. Part of this is accepting whatever He 
puts in our life, and resting in his providence. Not only do 
we entrust our suffering to him, but we also find satisfaction 

in every circumstance. When we cease to strive for indepen-
dence, we can learn contentment. Christ strengthens and 
equips us to withstand trials – that is the strength that Paul 
had – the reason for his contentment. 
 Suffering well in trials is a theme consistent through-
out the Bible. In my own study of 1 Peter, I was reminded 
that suffering is part of the Christian life. In 1 Peter 4, 
Peter writes, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial 
when it comes upon you to test you as though something 
strange were happening to you.” While trials are certain, 
we do not need to be discouraged. We are not citizens of 
this world, and trials should be a reminder that hope is not 
found horizontally. 
 The secret to contentment in all circumstances – wheth-
er hard or easy – is to know that God is sovereign over 
every circumstance. He ordains all things and has constant 
control of every situation in our lives. With this certitude 
we can rejoice, like Paul, whether having abundance or 
suffering need. 
 In 1 Peter 4:13 we are also reminded, “But rejoice insofar 
as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and 
be glad when his glory is revealed.” In our trials we can look 
to the future hope and glory that awaits us as Christians. 
Nothing that could happen in this life should be allowed to 
seep into our hearts and pollute our love and desire for God.  
In my own life especially, I find it so easy to become distract-
ed and seek my satisfaction in worldly pursuits. And I am 
always disappointed. How foolish it is to think that anything 
of the world could ever surpass the glories of Christ. 
 Peter writes to encourage the church undergoing great 
persecution. He emphasized their future reward and inher-
itance as the reason to stand firm. 1 Peter 1:4-5 says, “…to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guard-
ed through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time.” This is the great hope we have as believers, and we 
should not lose heart. Rather, we have all the more reason to 
walk with God in true contentment, rejoicing always. 

Katy has attended PBC with her family for 16 of her 17 
years, and is a senior at the Gorman Learning Center. She’s 
currently taking a college-level composition course – writing 
is her hobby! She also loves to paint, crochet baby clothes, and 
works as a nanny. She enjoys attending PBC women’s events 
with her mom, Elizabeth.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Women’s Hope podcast, “Contentment in the Midst of Chaos”
  (with Shelbi Cullen and Kim Cummings)
 Truth in Love podcast: “The Puritans on Contentment” 
 The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment, by Jeremiah Burroughs
 All Things for Good, by Thomas Watson
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P
BC missionary Benjamin Candee and his 
Brazilian wife, Tati (pronounced Ta-chi), share 
a love that carried them beyond early language 
barriers and cultural differences straight into 

marriage: “I love Christ, and you love Christ.” Back in the U.S. 
from Brazil for a short furlough with one-year-old son, James, 
they describe God’s great love for them and his amazing 
providential care for their family. 
 Their story begins with God giving Tati a desire to 
return to church. She moved from her home at the beach 
to a city called Ivoti, a 3 ½ hour drive inland, located in the 
southeastern Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul. When 
Ben arrived there five years ago, he began serving Ivoti’s 
Church of Biblical Ministry. He was learning the language, 
became one of the pastor/elders, worked with the youth, 
helped with a nearby church plant, and even began preach-
ing in Portuguese. 
 Ben and Tati laugh about Ben’s first time in the pulpit. 
Without knowing it, he spoke repeatedly in Portuguese 
about the “massage” of Jesus (instead of the “message” of Je-
sus and the gospel). Mistakes in their personal conversations 
proved less amusing. Ben and Tati’s language and cultural 
differences caused frustration and friction at times, even 
fights! Tati began recording their conversations to listen 
again, trying to figure out what Ben was trying to say. 
 As a young woman, Tati often prayed, “Lord, please give 
me a husband who will be able to help me spiritually – be-

cause I had a…wrong life. My life was not good.” She said she 
was converted, with true repentance, about two years before 
meeting Ben.
 “Tati grew up in the church,” Ben explained, “she knew 
what was right and walked away, living life in rebellion 
against God before I knew her. I didn’t know about this life. 
From my perspective, I only watched her serving in the mu-
sic ministry, serving the youth, helping out in the children’s 
ministry, leaving mornings at 6 am to work and caring for 
her mom in the evenings.” 
 Tati had a real hunger to know the Word of God, and 
began waking between 4 and 5 am to read the Bible. She 
always had lots of questions, so Ben began meeting her early 
weekdays in front of her house, before the bus picked her up, 
to discuss what she was reading.  Their short, daily conversa-
tions about the Bible continued for a year and a half before 
they were married on October 5, 2019.
 “I always like to ask Benjamin because he knows every 
answer for my questions. God gave me exactly what I asked!” 
 At the same time, God was working in Ben’s heart. 
“Because she was getting up early to read and prepare for 
the day, it caused me to say, man, I need to have a greater 
devotional time myself. I was greatly encouraged… I always 
wanted a woman who would challenge me, and cause me to 
grow. God has given me a helpmate beyond what I imag-
ined. I’m so thankful she has talents I don’t have, and a 
servant’s heart.”
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non-stop, and she existed on half hour to hour-long naps. 
One night James cried from 10 pm straight to 4 am. And Ben 
and Tati continually cried out to God to know what to do. 
Throughout all the vigilant care, and setbacks following the 
baby’s surgeries, her heart remains content. “This is what I 
get to do, this is my son.”
 Today, with two surgeries behind him, James is an active, 
happy little guy, eating and sleeping well, his facial scars 
barely visible. 
 According to Ben, the Lord prepares the path for James 
over and over again. Most notably, his Brazilian surgeon is 
world-renowned, pioneering new surgical techniques for 
cleft lip and palette. “People fly their kids in from around the 
world to see this specialist,” Ben said, “yet they had an open-
ing for our baby. And the doctor is only an hour from our 
home! We didn’t even try to figure it out. This is our God.” 
 The Candees return in January for James’ third surgery, 
and the most invasive – to close the soft palate toward the 
back of his throat. Instead of closing the opening like a “barn 
door,” the doctor developed a closure technique likened to a 
“zipper,” which will help James form sounds in the future and 
allows his inner ear to drain. Without a formed lip, James’ 
nose became flat, so the doctor will also enlarge his septum 
to lift it up. Instead of taking bone from his hip, the doctor 
will rebuild bone from his upper jaw. As he grows, James will 
require additional surgeries in the years ahead.

Sweet Baby James
The Candees learned they were expecting their first child 
early last year, and during the third month of pregnancy, doc-
tors told them James would have a cleft lip, not knowing the 
extent of the malformation. Cleft lip and palate occur early in 
pregnancy when tissues in the baby’s face and mouth don’t 
fuse properly – the fusion never takes place or occurs only 
part way, leaving an opening, or cleft. 
 Tati’s pregnancy was difficult, requiring several months 
of bed rest. A big scare came during her fourth month, with 
bleeding. The doctor told her by phone, “I think you’ve lost 
your child. Go to the ER and get an exam.” 
 “Through that time we were praying, and we trusted in 
the Lord,” Ben said. “I called my parents from the hospital 
for prayer, telling them we lost our son.” But suddenly Tati 
walked out of the emergency exam room with an amazing 
report. “Don’t worry,” she said. “I heard his heartbeat, and it 
is strong!’”
 James Rice Candee was born on December 1, 2020. Both 
sides of his upper lip were open, with a hole in the roof of his 
mouth – a bilateral cleft lip and palate. Tati said she cried for 
joy at his birth. “I always wanted to be a mother,” she said. 
“My son is so special. Because of his cleft lip, God gave me 
more love for him.”
 God had prepared Tati’s heart for six months of sleepless 
nights. The baby ate very little, and fussed and cried nearly 
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and Lutherans. They are partnering with another church, 
combining their efforts, which will serve as a model in the 
state. They’ll seek to establish real relationships with the 
people of Lomba Grande, taking time to know and care for 
them – the cultural groundwork for the gospel. 
 Ben’s initial goals in Brazil were to learn the language and 
culture, serve a local church, and help plant other churches. 
God is granting those desires, and so much more. “Never in 
my wildest, craziest dreams did I think I’d meet a beautiful 
Brazilian lady, and get married, and have a kid in five years! 
Our God is truly able to do exceedingly abundantly above 
all that we ask or think,” he says, quoting Ephesians 3:20. 
“Our faith in what the Lord has done allows us to continue to 
move forward.” 
                                                                                                                                 

- Karen Long

Follow the Candees, and partner with them in prayer and 
financial support, at: candeefamily.wordpress.com

Directing Their  Paths
Ben and Tati’s original travel arrangements for early Septem-
ber were cancelled, postponed until October. Because of the 
delay, Tati was able to visit her mother, Angela, and discovered 
she was dying! She’d been without food and water for ten days, 
and received immediate help. And God provided a top neu-
rologist to quickly unravel her symptoms. He determined her 
severe decline with seizures, debilitating tremors and halluci-
nations were caused by a combination of eight medications, 
some she’d taken for years. Now she’s largely drug free, on the 
mend, and sharing the gospel at her senior care center. 
 With the trip delayed until late October, the Candee’s 
“non-refundable” airline tickets were surprisingly credited 
and their flight redirected, allowing them to fly to Sacramen-
to – straight to Ben’s parents – for their first meeting with 
James. Their travels are taking them to six states over three 
months to connect with friends and supporters. 
 Returning to Brazil in January, the Candee’s will transi-
tion to their new church plant in Lomba Grande, a rural area 
with about 20,000 people, mostly non-practicing Catholics 
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Where did you first meet Bill? 
Bill arrived in Denver on a cold January day in 1965 to attend 
Denver Baptist Bible College, where I was already a student. 
We met outside my church that evening, just before the prayer 
meeting. I wondered about this blond, blue-eyed cowboy from 
Wyoming, with his boots, buckskin vest, and a cowboy hat 
with snakeskin band – from a snake he killed himself! 

How would you describe your courtship?
Like a romantic soap opera! We sat across from each other 
at a college Valentine banquet, and though we caught each 
other’s eye, we were not dating most of that year. We began 
seriously dating in January 1966, and got engaged three 
weeks later. Bill was part of a trumpet trio, and invited me to 
go with him for a performance. It was a snowy, adventurous 
trip, and when we arrived back at the college, sitting in the 
warm car, he asked me to marry him. We married in July, 
between Bill’s sophomore and junior year, and our first home 
was a garden level, basement apartment in North Denver, 
about $65 monthly rent. The next year our first son Nathan 
was born, followed by Deborah, Timothy, and Tamara. 

Did you have a verse you would cling to while raising 
your children?
Yes, with four children in six years: “In everything give 
thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 
Thess. 5:18). “And let us not grow weary of doing good, for 
in due season we will reap, if we do not give up” (Gal. 6:9). 
Today our four adult children and their spouses have given 
us fourteen grandchildren (with four spouses so far), and two 
great grandchildren!

How has your married life been filled with ministry? 
Over the course of our marriage, eight years were spent with 
Bill in full time study in three institutions, 25 years as a pro-
fessor in two different seminaries, 15 years as missionaries 
serving in Bangladesh, and five years in a variety of minis-
tries since retirement from The Master’s Seminary. And of 
course, we have always been very active in our local church 
wherever we were, in six different churches.

What was your sweetest season of ministry together? 
We have loved everywhere the Lord has placed us, but if 
ranking, two of our three terms in Bangladesh were won-
derful, filled with a variety of ministry opportunities with 
both Bangladeshis and our large missionary family. Then 
our years of ministry with The Master’s Seminary were 

Barricks Celebrate 55 Years
After finishing their third term as missionaries in Bangladesh – 15 years with ABWE – Dr. Bill Barrick was invited to teach He-
brew at The Master’s Seminary. He and his wife Barbara began attending PBC in 1996, with Bill serving on the elder board since 
December 1997, including a term as elder chair beginning in 2011. Barbara served as director of PBC’s women’s ministries for 
ten years, led Bible studies, and started a church library, overseeing it for 24 years. Because they leave town for months at a time 
caring for her elderly mother, Bill recently stepped down from the board. Celebrating their 55th anniversary this year, we took 
the opportunity to ask Barb for highlights of their lives and ministries.
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 In the middle of our 3rd term, just Bill and I on the 
field, I remember telling him how much I was loving the 
ministries the Lord had given me there, including teaching 
missionary kids, teaching ESL to Bengali Christian lead-
ers, overseeing our mission guest houses, and running an 
English book ministry for ex-patriots. I was so happy. And 
Bill said to me, “That’s funny because I’ve been feeling like 
the Lord is closing the door here and I should go back and 
teach in the U.S.”

Do you have a favorite season of your life...what made it 
so special?
A standout time would be our first term of three years serv-
ing in Bangladesh. We arrived in Chittagong in May 1981 
with our children Nate, 14 years, Deb, 12, Tim, 10 and Tamara, 
7. Bill and I were mid 30s. We joined an outstanding group of 
missionaries involved in Bible translation, literature publish-
ing, church planting, and medical work; they took us under 
their wings in a Muslim country – the second largest in the 
world – where everything was different than in America. 
We loved the people, the food, and many adventures before 
returning to the states.

How did you celebrate your wedding anniversary this year?
We had a Princess Cruise to Alaska in September, our first 
cruise and such a wonderful time of enjoying God’s creation 
and enjoying each other. We are so thankful to God for 55 
years. We feel extremely grateful and can only praise God for 
His goodness and kindness to allow us this milestone. 

wonderful as we worked with student families from around 
the world teaching and discipling, and our years here at 
Placerita have been special as well – we’ve grown to know 
and love so many people.

How would you encourage a wife in her ministry alongside 
her husband? 
It is a privilege to support a husband in ministry. It looks a 
little different in each marriage, because of the differing gifts 
and ministries of each couple. It is important for a wife to 
grow in the Lord through her own Bible study and ministries 
in the home and in the church. I would encourage women 
to get as much formal Bible training as they can and also 
to memorize God’s Word regularly. For me, I have profited 
the most from learning how to do personal expository Bible 
study, from theology classes, and from my classes in biblical 
counseling. Reading good authors is also very helpful, as all 
those authors have opportunity to mentor us from the things 
God has taught them from his Word.

Has the Lord brought you through things that have shaped 
you, maybe causing you to depend on the Lord in ways you 
didn’t before? 
Three weeks after we arrived in Bangladesh, the President of 
the country was assassinated a few miles from our home. That 
led to a politically and socially tumultuous time in the country 
for years, where we went through months of riots, martial law 
and social strikes which would shut down the whole country. 
So our adventurous term was set against that backdrop. 
 Perhaps the most difficult thing that happened in the course 
of our ministry was that our family and many colleagues’ fami-
lies were impacted by a predatory missionary doctor, bringing 
a very dark cloud over an otherwise blessed time of serving. 
 We also went through a regional epidemic of a kind of 
hepatitis that most of us contracted. The CDC even sent a 
team to investigate at our mission hospital. 
 The second term in Bangladesh was a real struggle for 
me, and I dealt with depression after being sick with hepa-
titis the first six months of that term. Many Bible characters 
suffered depression, and I’d read about their lives. Psalm 139 
was very helpful for me. Several books were helpful as well. 
At one point, in the depths of despair, I prayed for the Lord 
to “Get me out of here!” Six weeks later we all left, Bill in a 
wheelchair with chest pain. Be careful what you pray for! 
Many doctors later, and with surgery for Bill, we returned to 
finish our 2nd term.

BARB’S FAVORITE CHRISTMAS MEMORY FROM CHILDHOOD: The Christmas of 1951 we were living in Fredericksburg, 
VA, and dad was serving in the Marines. I was seven years old, and attending Sunday school in a church in the downtown 
area. I remember that what I wanted most for Christmas was a real Bible. On Christmas morning I opened gifts, including 
a nice Bible coloring and puzzle book. I must have looked crushed. Dad asked, “Is that what you wanted?” Not sure what 
I said, but they gave me another box to open and there was my big, black Bible, a real Bible. I was thrilled, and my new 
Holman Bible included a bookmark poem I carried for years, “My Bible and I” (back page, author unknown).



We’ve travelled together,
My Bible and I,

Through all kinds of weather,
With smile or with sigh!
In sorrow or sunshine,
 In tempest or calm!

Thy friendship unchanging,
My lamp and my psalm.
We’ve travelled together,

My Bible and I,
When life has grown weary,

And death e’en was nigh!
But all through the darkness

Of mist or of wrong,
I found there a solace,
a prayer and a song.

So now who shall part us,
My Bible and I?

Shall “isms” or “schisms”
or “new lights” who try?

Shall shadow for substance,
Or stone for good bread,

Supplant thy sound wisdom,
Give folly instead?

Ah, no, my dear Bible,
Exponent of light!

Thou sword of the spirit,
Put error to flight!

And still through life’s journey,
Until my last sigh,

We’ll travel together,
My Bible and I.


