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As I write, Christmas and the New Year are just around the corner. This 
season my thoughts have continually been brought back to a new ap-
preciation I gained for Jesus and His work from Paul Tripp’s devotional, 
Come Let Us Adore Him. About the 2nd day in, I was struck by the concept 

of Christ’s willingness to suffer the limitations, the humiliation, the pain, and the 
submission required to accomplish our salvation, sanctification, and future glorifi-
cation. His phenomenal willingness is in stark contrast to our sinful unwillingness 
to die to self, to pray consistently, to study diligently, to serve others selflessly, to 
obey fully, and to worship passionately. 
 I’ve decided that these convicting and motivating thoughts are worthy of 
this whole next year’s attention, so you can ask me how I’m doing with that as 
the year progresses. 

 

 Being out of our regular facilities has produced the opportunity to rethink 
what we do and how we do it as we consider what will work best in our present 
situation. Instead of an away-retreat this spring, we are planning one special ladies 
day (details below) at the college with Sheila Pennington on the TMU campus. Be 
watching for those sign-ups in February. 
 We will also be continuing our study of the book of Exodus in the Women’s 
Bible study beginning January 21st that meets both Tuesday morning and Tues-
day evening (sign-ups early in January). Even if you were not a part of the study in 
the Fall, we welcome you to join us for the final chapters that will culminate, Lord 
willing, with a celebration of the Passover meal. We look forward to having all the 
women at PBC participate as much as possible in these opportunities to get to 
know and be encouraged by one another as women in our church. 

“He died for all that those who live might 
no longer live for themselves, but for Him 
who died and rose again on their behalf” 

(2 Corinthians 5:15)

We’ve got a relaxing, great day 
planned here at TMU so that as 
many PBC women as possible 
can join in this year!  Our special 
speaker, Sheila Pennington, will 
join us from Southlake, Texas. Her 
husband Tom is pastor of Coun-
tryside Bible Church, where he 
has served since 2003. Many may 
remember Tom and Sheila from 

Grace Community Church, where 
they served for two decades. Their 
daughters, Lauren, Katie, and Jes-
sica, have all attended TMU. Sheila 
is a gifted speaker with a heart 
for women to love and serve their 
families and the local church. We 
look forward to gleaning some of 
her wisdom at this special one-day 
event. More details to come!

What: PBC Women’s “DAY-TREAT” Spring Event
When: Saturday, March 7, 2020
Where: The Master’s University 
Who: Guest speaker Sheila Pennington
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 After the government restrictions lifted and Harriett was 
old enough to be independent, she moved back to her child-
hood home of Seattle. She began attending a church there, 
doing administrative work at an auto supply firm and later at 
a bank. Harriett’s pastor had a friend visiting from California, 
and she had the chance to meet and talk with him.  He was 
impressed with her professional skills, and asked if she would 
come work as his secretary. That man was Dr. John Dunkin, 
President of LABC, and Harriett accepted his offer to serve 
with him in Santa Clarita, California.
 LABC was a small college at that time, and supported by 
a lean staff. Every employee of the school wore many hats. On 
top of her secretarial duties, Harriett sometimes lived in the 
girls’ dorm as a “house mother” (a precursor to the Resident 
Director position), and chaperoned the cheerleaders. She also 
became a member of PBC.
 For 19 years, Harriett worked at the school with Dr. Dun-
can. Then came his resignation in 1984, and Dr. John MacAr-
thur’s arrival the following year. The period of the next six 
years, she said, was an exciting time. While Harriett continued 
as secretary, she was able to watch the changes and amazing 
growth that God granted to the school in those early years 
of Dr. MacArthur’s presidency. Harriett loved that opportu-
nity, but found herself longing for something more. After two 
decades in the world of higher education, God began leading 
Harriett’s heart into missions.
 In his kindness, the Lord provided Harriett with just that 
opportunity in 1991. The Executive Vice President of the college, 
Bob Provost, had a growing desire for missions as well. He 
decided to move to Michigan to work with SEND International, 
a rapidly-expanding missions agency. He knew he would need 
a secretary, and he asked Harriett if she would like to come with 
him. She jumped at the chance, leaving her home of 25 years. It 
was only a couple of years later when Bob became president of 
another mission organization, the Slavic Gospel Association, 
based in Illinois. He moved and Harriett followed.
 For the next 26 years, Harriett worked with SGA, dedi-
cated to sharing the gospel and support existing churches 
in Russia, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia. Harriett would 
sometimes lead teams to aid SGA’s long-term missionaries, 
while still using her vast administrative experience to help the 
organization back in Illinois. Her expertise as a secretary and 
her love for missions had found their perfect home.
 Now, at 87 years old, Harriett still works at SGA, where she 
spends her mornings writing letters to donors. “I love my work, 
I’m so pleased!” Harriett said, grateful to continue serving 
SGA before heading back in the afternoons to her assisted liv-
ing home. For the past 20 years she has also faithfully taught a 
women’s Bible study at church.
 Harriett would say that her story is very simple. And in 
a way, it is. Despite all of the strange and wonderful turns her 
life has taken, each has served as God’s way of shepherding 
her steps, and her heart, to fulfill his purposes. Her stepmoth-
er’s desire for time alone in their apartment led Harriett to a 
Bible-teaching church to hear the gospel. Her pastor’s friend-
ship with Dr. Duncan led to 25-years serving at LABC/Mas-
ter’s. Her work alongside Bob Provost brought her into the field 
of missions, where Harriett continues serving joyfully, inspir-
ing others, and marveling over God’s providential grace. 

S
unday morning a small group of hardworking PBC 
members are setting up chairs on the college campus 
so that people will have somewhere to sit during the 
sermon. After the message, everything will be hastily 

taken down again to make room for normal school activities. 
 It’s the 1960s – a time when Placerita “Baptist” Church 
had about thirty members, most of them connected with The 
Master’s University, known then as Los Angeles Baptist Col-
lege. On Sundays the church met in the school’s dining room, 
located in what is now the upper level of Rutherford. A team 
set up everything for the service right after students finished 
their breakfast, and hastily rearranged the room afterward in 
time for lunch. At that time Dr. John Dunkin was president, 
and his secretary, one of the earliest members of PBC, was 
Harriett Ishii.
 Harriett’s parents were from Japan, but Harriett was born 
in America in 1932, the sixth of seven siblings. Her early life 
had little in the way of stability. Her mother died when she was 
still young. Her father remarried, but then he also died, leaving 
Harriett’s stepmother as the sole head of the family.
 With the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941, the 
United States entered WWII. American citizens of Japanese 
heritage were suddenly viewed with suspicion. West Coast 
states like California and Washington (where Harriett’s family 
lived) were popular areas for Japanese Americans. But now 
America’s citizens and government thought it “dangerous” 
to have these individuals and families on the front line of the 
conflict with Japan. Suspicions of sabotage were rampant. 
 By federal order, Americans of Japanese ethnicity were 
barred from living on the coast. Many citizens were brought 
inland to concentration camps. The more fortunate, like nine-
year-old Harriett and her family, were able to relocate willingly 
and maintain a measure of freedom. They moved to Wyoming, 
and later to Wisconsin. Harriett, her stepmother, and her two 
youngest siblings holed up in a two-bedroom apartment.
 A Baptist church was located a block from their apart-
ment, and while Harriett’s stepmother was no Christian, she 
was eager to get some space from the kids. So on Sundays, 
the three youngest Ishii children would walk over and spend 
the morning at church. Harriett was in 8th grade at the time. It 
was through these mornings that all three became gripped by 
the truth of God’s Word. To Harriett’s knowledge, she and her 
youngest brother and sister were the only people in her family 
to ever come to trust the Lord.

SERVING THE LORD
WITH GLADNESS

Harriett
Ishii

BY KAELYN PAEY
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perform – including mak-
ing his hand leprous, then 
restoring it miraculously. 
God was assuring Moses 
that I am the One who goes 
with you. And that morning 
I was able to encourage 
Adam, from Exodus, telling 
him that as God went before 
Moses, God would go before 

us. And He is the One to make his mouth speak. 
 If Adam or I look at our human limitations, we would 
say “no” to what God calls us to do each day. But we want to 
be children of God who say “yes!” to the Lord, even when the 
way ahead is uncertain. We want to know what’s at the end of 
this, but we can’t see it – that’s why it’s a walk of faith. God is 
taking us on a journey through the wilderness.
 As God was opening these new ministry opportunities 
for Adam last year, he was also providing me with hope and 
encouragement through the women’s Bible study. Our family 
soon began facing changes and challenges, and each week 
the timely Exodus lessons with thought-provoking questions 
kept me marveling, “That was for me!” 
 I quickly discovered others were also excited about 
Exodus and the book’s relevance today, as God takes his 
people, the Israelites, from slavery to freedom and “scenic 
route” wanderings, and fulfilling his promises. In the New 

Testament, Romans 15:4 
tells us, “Whatever was 
written in earlier times was 
written for our instruction, 
so that through persever-
ance and the encourage-
ment of the Scriptures we 
might have hope.”
 Early in Exodus I was 
reminded that God hears 
our cries. He sovereignly 
placed Pharaoh’s daughter 
near the little basket in the 
water, carrying baby Moses. 
She heard his cries, just as 
God heard them (2:6). God 
cares for us, and he hears us.
 God also heard, remem-
bered, saw, and knew the 
cries of the Israelites (2:24-
25). This truth resonated for 
me. I know the same God 
hears, remembers, sees, and 
knows me.
 Moses and Aaron, called 
to confront Pharaoh, faced 

E
arly one morning I was reading Chapters 3 and 4 of 
Exodus, while my husband, Adam, was on a teach-
ing assignment in Cody, Wyoming. I completed 
my lesson by 6 am, and at 6:30 Adam surprised me 

with a call. “I have something to tell you that could change 
our lives – are you ready for this?” Then he shared details 
of his first opportunity to preach the gospel at an event in 
Detroit, Michigan. 
 God was calling Adam to speak, to share biblical truth and 
evangelize a potential crowd of thousands. Perhaps it would be 
the first time many would actually hear about the holiness of 
God, man’s sin, and our need for true repentance and faith in 
Christ. Yet as we talked, Adam had concerns. He was uncertain 
about accepting the invitation. How would it affect our family? 
Our church? At this point he wasn’t sure what to think.
 Moses also doubted God. I had just been reading in 
Exodus 4, where God kept showing Moses different signs to 

Pastor Adam Tyson evangelizing in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Exodus
The Book
of
Written for Our Instruction

BY LISA TYSON
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to kill the Hebrew baby boys, they refused – fearing and 
obeying God. They knew their own lives were in danger. No 
matter what may happen to us, we must obey God rather 
than man, and fear God over man. And we read that God 
blessed those midwives with families of their own (1:20-21). 
 I want to remember to cry out to God in both the hard 
and easy times. Right now I am memorizing Psalm 91, and 
resting in God. “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 
High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.” I am resting 
in the shadows. The God of the Exodus protects us. He cov-
ers us with his pinions, like baby chicks. Under His wings we 
find our refuge. 

a situation without clear answers. Like them, we are called 
to be faithful and trust God. I was completing Lesson 5 of 
the study when Adam was traveling to speak in Utah. An 
application question challenged me to consider what the 
Lord has given me to do. I was immediately convicted to 
keep working every day. My thinking can turn to worry – I 
must do something profitable. Satan would like to cripple 
us. I can encourage and follow my husband, and train, 
love and discipline my children. I must pray for boldness, 
to continue each day in the work God has called me to do 
regardless of opposition or difficulty.  
 When we do what the Lord asks of us, we learn it is not 
always free from conflict. Just as the Israelites were told 
to make bricks without straw (5:7-20), we are not free from 
conflict and difficulty when we obey the Lord and seek to do 
His will. We are on mission as a family, with our five children 
willing to give up their Dad every other Tuesday to teach 
the Word in Wyoming and to preach at live events. I am also 
willing for Adam to go. Throughout my life God has contin-
ually tested me, especially my “yes” to being a pastor’s wife. 
For the sake of sharing the gospel widely, we do what God 
asks – and not only if it is ‘safe.’ 
 The Lord told Moses to tell the Israelites they will be 
freed (6:7), but they did not believe Moses because their 
slavery was so harsh. I have been reminded not to doubt 
what God is doing in our lives in times of uncertainty, but to 
hold on to the promises in God’s Word and who God is. The 
Lord said he would give the Israelites the promised land, and 
I, too, have the Lord Himself, heaven promised, and God’s 
steadfast love and presence.  This truth helps me to not 
worry today, or fear the uncertainty of life.
 When the Israelites were cornered at the Red Sea, the 
Egyptian chariots racing toward them, the Bible says they 
feared greatly. Moses told them, “Fear not, stand firm…
the Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent” 
(14:11-12). Right now it feels like Adam and I are crossing 
a Red Sea. The Lord perseveres us as we walk forward one 
step at a time.  He is testing us, and growing and strength-
ening our faith. 
 The Israelites gave great praise to God after crossing 
through the waters and escaping the Egyptian army. And 
I can look back over the last many months and have an 
endless list of things to rejoice over. In our family, the Lord 
protected and preserved my niece Tori’s life. She almost 
died after being bitten by a mosquito in Fiji, where her 
father, my brother Michael Seehusen and his wife Jordan, 
serve as missionaries. 
 We have also had amazing opportunities to share the 
gospel, and have witnessed the salvation of souls. But the 
journey is still difficult. God has put us in a hard place. In the 
first chapter of Exodus we find the Egyptians acting brutally 
toward the Israelites, but God promised to multiply his peo-
ple – their numbers grew from 70 to two million!  I learned 
that God is bigger than our enemies, and He will accomplish 
his purposes for us, no matter what. 
 We also read about the midwives in that first chapter, 
who feared God, not man. The midwives remind me how God 
blesses obedience. Even though Pharaoh told the midwives 

The Tyson Family

Jen Wilkin’s lessons in Exodus, Part 2
Sign-ups on Sunday, January 12 and 19
Cost: $15 new attendees/$10 returning

Starts Tuesday, January 21 – March 31
Mornings 9:30 – 11:30 am in the Modular

Evenings 6:30 – 8:30 pm in the Fireside Room
(Childcare not available)

Mark your Calendars:
Passover Seder dinner for PBC women

April 7 at TMU with Dr. Will Varner
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Then, when he heard about Saugus, he 
was concerned for his sister. 
 Two students were killed at the 
high school on November 14, and 
three wounded. The shooter, also 
a student, died two days later of a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound. Accord-
ing to authorities, the shooter had 
planned the attack, but fired randomly 
into the crowd of students on campus 
that morning.    
 In talking with other PBC families 
in the aftermath of that day, some with 
students at Saugus High, their stories 
are all different. Yet the Hoglos, Bucks, 
and Silvermans all share our same 
reaction – we are brokenhearted. The 
shock and sadness that swept across 
the community also hit the Kostjuk 
family close to home, as daughter Lexi 
knew Gracie, the young girl whose life 
was taken. Her brother Gavin played 
soccer with Gracie’s brother, and they 
had become fast friends. 

 And the more time passes, the 
more we realize just how many people 
were gripped by this event. Stories 
continue to come out of the woodwork, 
people just needing to talk and share 
their experiences. Some saw things 
they’ll never forget that day, while 
others were acquainted with the dead 
and injured, just as Brianna knows one 
of the wounded victims. However, we 
choose to not focus on the tragedy 
of all these stories as we cry tears of 
sorrow. Instead, we choose to focus on 
our hope in Christ. 
 It was so encouraging to hear 
Pastor Adam speak on behalf of the 
PBC Elders, detailing their support to 
pray for all those affected, and offering 
help to anyone in need. As our Pastor 
began to talk and pray, my eyes welled 
up with tears. It’s been so uplifting to 
receive support from our church body 
through texts, prayers, and conversa-
tions. My friend Summer even brought 

I
t’s with a heavy heart that I’m 
writing this in response to the 
most difficult phone call I’ve 
ever received: “Mommy, there’s 

a person with a gun at my school. 
I’m going to Central Park.” It was 
a normal Thursday, like any other, 
until I received that frightening call. 
Brianna was not that far from where 
the Saugus High School shooting took 
place, heard the shots fired, and ran 
off campus. 
 Not only was Brianna affected, 
but because authorities were initially 
concerned the shooter had fled to the 
nearby elementary school (where my 
son Daniel attends), he was scared as 
well. He arrived about three minutes 
late that dreadful morning, so he was 
at the front of the school a team of 
sheriffs arrived with guns drawn, one 
with a rifle, wearing tactical gear. It was 
frightening for an 11-year-old to think 
that the shooter was at his school. 

BY REBECCA REYES
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us cookies the night the shooting hap-
pened. Truly, we have been witnesses 
to I Thessalonians 5:11 in practice: 
“Therefore encourage one another and 
build up one another, just as you also 
are doing.” 
 Another take-away from this dif-
ficult time is the opportunity to turn 
our discussions to gos-
pel conversations. I’ve 
had many talks with 
people about the Lord 
because of the after-
math of the shooting. 
My boss, who is Mus-
lim, kindly asked me if I 
needed any counseling. I 
thanked him, and shared 
my faith from a grateful 
heart. “My counsel,” I 
began, “is in the Lord…
the Bible says He’s our 
hope in times of need. 
He’s our shelter. I go to 
Him with my burdens 
and pray, and I trust he’s seeing me 
through. Yes, it’s hard and painful, but 
I also have the support of my church...” 
 We attended the candlelight vigil 
at Central Park that Sunday night, 
and my daughter’s two closest friends 
spent the night at our house. The next 
morning I gathered the girls together 
to share the gospel. “When something 
like this happens,” I said, “it should 

cause us to realize how short life is. The 
reality is, any one of you could have 
been injured or even killed. It should 
make you think about where you will 
spend eternity.” 
 As believers, this is a key time to 
trust the Lord, to grow in our walk, and 
to be bold to proclaim the truth. Any 

conversation resulting 
from this should some-
how point to Christ; it 
should all come back 
around to acknowledg-
ing God’s sovereign 
hand, and his greater 
plan. It should cause us 
to look to Christ, and 
search his Word, espe-
cially for those who are 
not walking with Him. 
 God is redeeming 
this, making something 
good. He’s working in 
hearts across Santa 
Clarita and beyond. 

I ran into a friend the other day at 
Trader Joe’s, and she told me about a 
coach at Saugus High who is having 
gospel conversations with the ath-
letes, even purchasing a Bible for one 
of the girls. That young woman has 
now made a profession of faith in 
Christ. It’s just as Isaiah described in 
chapter 61, our God truly does make 
beauty from ashes. 

Focus your heart on the truth of 
God’s Word, and cling to what you 
know is right:
 
GOD IS SOVEREIGN. “The Lord 
has established His throne in the 
heavens, and His sovereignty 
rules over all”

— Psalm 103:19

THE SHOOTING DID NOT SURPRISE 
HIM. “Many plans are in a man’s 
heart, but the counsel of the Lord 
will stand”

— Proverbs 19:21

HE IS NOT REMOVED FROM OUR 
SORROW. “You have taken account 
of my wanderings; put my tears 
in your bottle. Are they not in your 
book?”

— Psalm 56:8

HE IS OUR STRENGTH AND SHIELD. 
“He who dwells in the shelter of 
the Most High will abide in the 
shadow of the Almighty. I will say 
to the Lord, “My refuge and my 
fortress, my God, in whom I trust!”

— Psalm 91:1-2

WE CAN TRUST HIM EVEN IN THE 
MIDST OF FEAR. “When I am afraid, 
I will put my trust in you” 

— Psalm 56:3

OUR PEACE IS SECURE IN HIM. 
“These things I have spoken to 
you, so that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you have 
tribulation, but take courage; I 
have overcome the world”
(John 16:33)

Therefore 
encourage 

one another 
and build up 
one another, 

just as you 
also are doing.

(I Thes. 5:11)



8    REFLECTIONS • WINTER 2020

I do?” does have a place at times, but it 
should not be our primary question.
 God tells us in 2 Peter 1:3 that “His 
divine power has granted to us every-
thing pertaining to life and godliness,” 
and James 1:5 says that if anyone lacks 
wisdom we need only ask God and he 
will give it generously. While there are 
not always specific answers to my specif-
ic parenting questions, he will supply all 
of the wisdom that I need if I look to him. 
 So, because we 
have everything we 
need in God’s Word, 
where does that leave 
us? How do we move 
beyond the question 
of “what do I do?” as 
we seek to parent our 
children each day? 
If this is not the first 
question we should 
be asking, what is 
the right question?
 I spoke briefly 
to this issue when I 
answered a question 
directed to us in the Q&A panel on the 
last week of our recent Parenting series, 
during the Adult Equipping Hour.* The 
question was, “What is the best piece of 
advice you have been given as a mom?” 
For this to-do list-loving girl, you would 
think I would have been able to think 
of at least one action item passed on to 
me. In my journey through motherhood 
I have had many “what do I do?” ques-
tions and I have received counsel from 
godly women, from my husband, and 
from books, sermons and podcasts. But, 
over the years the Lord has faithfully, 
patiently, been teaching me the truths 
that I shared that Sunday morning:  it 
is not about what I do, but who I am. 
And while it is true that I am a mama, I 
am first and foremost a bondservant of 

BY TERAH MADRID

Jesus, a friend of Jesus. 
 If I am first and foremost identi-
fying as a mom (or wife, or…insert any 
other role or title here), then I will begin 
each day looking for all the things I 
need to DO to be a good mom, or a 
better mom than I was yesterday, or a 
better mom than that other mom over 
there. It will be all about me, what I can 
or can’t do, what pleases or displeases 
me, and what external things I can do to 
make God and others pleased with me. 
 But when I am finding my iden-
tity in Christ above all other things, 
it requires that I lift my eyes up and 
away from myself. Parenting isn’t about 
me. Like every other area of my life, 
parenting is about Christ and I am 
simply to be a lover of Jesus. So, with 
this new perspective, when I wake up in 
the morning (or when my children are 
fighting again), my first question will 
not be “what do I need to do?” Instead I 

will look to Jesus and 
ask the better question, 
“How can I love, follow, 
and faithfully serve 
you in this day?” 
        When conflict 
arises in our homes 
and we are wondering 
how to handle a spe-
cific situation we will 
ask, “Jesus, how can 
I lead my children to 
you right now? What 
would be most pleas-
ing to you?” (2 Cor. 
5:9). This is not a to-do 

list; this is a way of thinking, a shift in 
priorities. This change of perspective 
can be a long, slow process, in fact I 
expect it will take all of our parenting 
years and beyond. But we can be confi-
dent that with all of the things that fill 
our days nothing and no one can keep 
us from pleasing God!
 Yet, I am still a practical, “give me a 
list” sort of girl. So, lest I leave you feel-
ing discouraged and asking, “But, what 
do I do – how do I go about changing 
my thinking in this way?” I would like 
to leave you with some suggestions on 
where to go from here. 
 What does it look like to parent 
with this perspective, with Jesus as my 
focus rather than me or my children at 
the center? There are so many things 

B
ut, I need someone to tell me 
what to DO!”
        It was desperate 
thoughts like this that filled 

my mind as I sat through my first par-
enting class ten years ago. As a young 
mother with a two-year-old and a new-
born, I had entered the class with high 
hopes that there I would find answers to 
the questions that filled my days. 
 The parenting class featured 
excellent biblical content. The teachers 
and their wives were godly, wise men 
and women that I respected and looked 
to as examples. My husband was being 
challenged, convicted and encouraged. 
Yet each week I left feeling more dis-
couraged as my “what do I do?” ques-
tions were left unanswered. 
 Every Sunday morning for weeks I 
was being taught what God’s Word said 
about parenting my children, and then 
Monday morning would come and I was 
faced with my own sinful heart as well 
as the sinful hearts of my children. Why 
did it feel like the teaching I was receiv-
ing was not enough? Why did I have so 
many questions left unanswered? “I just 
need someone to tell me what to do!”
 In the years since that parenting 
class, I have come to understand that 
my own desire to have someone tell 
me exactly what to do is not always a 
bad thing. There are many times when 
I take specific situations, parenting or 
otherwise, to my husband and ask him 
to tell me how I should go about deal-
ing with the issue. This is not wrong, in 
fact, for wives and mommies it is God’s 
design and his gift to us that we don’t 
have to make every decision on our 
own. Praise the Lord! But, I have also 
learned that my desire to have someone 
simply tell me what to do often reveals 
my misplaced priorities. I would like to 
suggest that this question of “what do 
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we could talk about as we seek to adjust 
our thinking in this way, but the most 
important thing of all, and what I will 
focus on here, is that it means we will 
continually be seeking Jesus’ face. 
 If I am going to lead my children 
to Jesus I must be going to him myself. 
If I am going to tell my children about 
Jesus I need to know him myself. This 
is daily time spent in the study of God’s 
Word. I know you know this, but may I 
ask, are you actually doing it? 
 Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still and know 
that I am God.” This is a command from 
our God! Is this one of your top prior-
ities? If not, I would urge you to ask 
yourself why. Don’t just add this item 
to your long to-do list for tomorrow. 
Rather, spend some time searching your 
heart and mind and asking yourself why 
this is not your top priority. Confess it 
as the sin that it is and then set your 
mind to making a change, asking the 
Lord for the strength to press on in this 
important discipline.
 Above all, this looks like you sitting 
quietly with God’s Word – reading, med-
itating, and responding in prayer. May 
I encourage you to utilize the many 
wonderful Bible studies available? They 
are resources meant to give direction 
on diving deep into God’s Word. This 
also includes Scripture memory. Yes, it’s 
hard work, but as mamas we are used 
to hard work and often we don’t even 
mind working hard, especially when the 
end result is something we are looking 
forward to. God promises that his Word 
will never return void (Is. 55:11). Let’s 
work hard at something that will be a 
blessing both now and in the future. 
 Our time to be still as women is 
usually short lived, but once you leave 
that quiet time with the Lord your mind 
does not have to be completely distract-
ed. After you have taken time to be still 

each day, there are many ways to keep 
your mind fixed on Jesus throughout 
the day. Was there a specific verse or 
passage that the Spirit used to instruct 
you? Leave your Bible open on the 
kitchen counter or the table, making 
time to stop and reread that section 
throughout the day. Copy the verses 
you need to apply or want to remember 
onto a 3X5 card and put it where you 
will see it. My favorite places are my 
kitchen cabinets, on a mirror or in the 
bathroom next to the toilet, as well as 
on the wall next to my bed where I will 
see it when I lay down or wake up. 
 Music is a wonderful gift from 
the Lord, I have often felt that music 
is like medicine for my soul, and it is 
an incredible way to put the truths of 
Scripture into your mind. Podcasts and 
sermons are useful resources that are 
just a click away; when our hands are 
busy and our minds tend to wander we 
can choose instead to fill our ears with 
instruction from wise teachers.
 Making Jesus the center of my 
parenting does not mean I no longer 
have questions. What it does mean is 
that when I have questions I will not 
be looking for the perfect solution, the 
right method, or for a way to check this 
problem off of my to-do list. I will first 
look to Jesus and ask a better question, 
“What would you have me to do, Lord?” 
I will look to his written Word, pray for 
wisdom and seek the counsel of my 
husband and godly women around me. 
I will remember that parenting is not a 
one-time task to be completed but it is 
one part of the battle in which we have 
been called to stand firm and fight, a 
battle for which we have been given a 
mighty sword, the Word of God (Eph. 
6:17). Learning to lean on and wield 
that Sword will serve us better than any 
worldly answers to our questions. 

Missed any of the Parenting Classes? Or want to hear them again? 
The fall series was called “PARENTING – from birth to adulthood” and features eight sessions, taught 
by PBC elders.  Find audio and class notes on the church website at: placeritachurch.com. Click 
“Ministries” and find “Adult Equipping Class” at the top. 
The site also features audio teaching from other PBC Adult Equipping Hour series.
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become stabilized, and hearts find peace. As a certified 
biblical counselor, I find that people who struggle the most 
often have an anemic knowledge of God through the Bible. 
As you read further, check to see if your thinking from time 
to time might fall into one or more of the categories below, 
and consider what we discover from Scripture:

“I DON’T KNOW”
One of the best ways to know God is to become a student of 
the Word, reading daily. In Deuteronomy 29:29 we read, 

“The secret things belong to the LORD our 
God, but the things that are revealed belong 

to us and to our children forever, that we 
may do all the words of this law.”

Clearly, God has not asked us to guess and hope for the best. 
His desire is that we know him by learning directly from him.
 God has also given us strong biblical teaching from the 
pulpit. And attending church regularly gives opportunities 
for fellowship with mature Christians, those who can offer 
guidance. We can also read biblically-based resources for 
building a solid faith that endures trials and tribulations, 
books like Trusting God, by Jerry Bridges. Ask elders and 
small group leaders for good resource suggestions, and don’t 
miss PBC women’s summer Bookfest selections. “Teach me 
your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth...” (Psalm 42).

“I DON’T REMEMBER”
What we know about God can be forgotten, especially when 
we are not continuously reminding ourselves of who he is. 
Not rehearsing his promises can lead us to a place where we 
are more easily shaken in the midst of hard times. Think of 
the disciples during their stormy boat trip in Mark 4. They 

O
ne of the best decisions I ever made in my Chris-
tian walk was taking a Basic Theology class at 
church 15 years ago, about halfway through my 
nearly 30 years as a believer. My husband, Scott, 

initially suggested the class as a practical way to get to know 
our pastor and others at our new church. Yet the outcome 
was surprising – the person I was really getting to know was 
God! I was learning major biblical doctrines, the systematic 
summary of truth. The process was radically changing my 
faith, and my life, forever.
 There were so many things I didn’t know, so many 
truths I either never heard or never understood before. 
The experience was eye opening. For the first time, words 
like “sanctification” actually had meaning. I suddenly 
understood God’s plan for me to participate in the pro-
gressive change he’s working in my life. Previously, I knew 
only to rely on the grace of God that saved me. Sure, I read 
sections of Scripture, mostly the New Testament, but I 
never diligently sought to know deeper truths. Before at-
tending the theology class, I had no real knowledge of the 
all-powerful, all-knowing, all-seeing, sovereign and holy 
God of Scripture.
 Why has this made such a big difference in my life? 
What I find is that the more I know about God, the more I 
believe about him. And the more I believe, the greater my 
faith, and the easier it is for me to put my trust in him for all 
things, big and small. 
 We’ll be learning 
about God through-
out eternity, but as 
believers today, a 
diligent effort to gain 
more knowledge and 
love for him increases 
daily joy and satis-
faction. Emotions 

“I lift up my eyes to the 
hills. From where does 
my help come? My help 
comes from the LORD, 
who made heaven and 

earth” (Psalm 121:1-2).
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continuously witnessed great miracles with Christ, even in 
the hours just before they ventured onto the lake. And yet, in 
the midst of the great waves, with Jesus right beside them in 
the boat, they panicked! Truth is, we’re likely to default to “all 
is lost!” thinking, too, especially when unexpected circum-
stances strike.  I know that if I am not more purposeful in 
reading, memorizing, praying, and meditating on the Word, 
my faith can be weak. 
 So, pray for remem-
brance. Remember who 
God is, and what He 
has already done for 
you. I often pray to have 
Job’s heart, remarkably 
faith-filled on the day he 
learned of the loss of his 
beloved children. I pray 
that if I were ever to face 
that type of cataclysmic 
news, I would remember 
God. That I, too, would 
bow down and worship. “The LORD gave, and the LORD has 
taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD” (Job 1:21).

“I DON’T BELIEVE”
As much as I hate to admit it, there are instances in my life 
where I have lacked faith, not because I did not know truth, or 
forgot it, but just because it seemed unbelievable to me. Person-
ally, I have quoted Mark 9:24 to myself on numerous occasions, 

“I believe; Lord, help my unbelief!”
Pride and fear are common threads in a heart that does not 
trust in all circumstances. God is good, always does good, 
and has our good in mind. It’s not an opinion to be pondered 
but a truth we must declare to ourselves in the midst of un-
wanted moments (Romans 8:28).
 The unbelief that leads to declaring that God has done 
wrong, made a mistake, missed something, or just had a lapse 

in judgment is sinful – to 
be repented of imme-
diately. We need to not 
only know and remem-
ber, but we must also be-
lieve that we are putting 
our faith in the sovereign 
hand of a loving God 
who always has our best 
interests in mind. 

“I DON’T CARE”
In our recent study of Exodus, we saw that Pharaoh had wit-
nessed the omnipotence of Moses’ God firsthand. He was up 
close and personal with the works of God’s mighty hand. But 
Pharaoh did not care. He rejected and refused to worship the 
LORD, or heed His warnings. In the end it cost him everything.
 Sadly, there have been times in my life when I have been 
guilty of the exact same sin of rejecting the truth – when 

I did things in Frank Sinatra fashion, My Way. Yet God in 
His grace and mercy is always faithful to convict me of my 
sin. He shows me when my heart’s desires are not lined up 
with his own. Sometimes, conviction comes with my own 
prayerful request, but at other times, it comes simply by his 
kindness to me. Unlike Pharaoh, whose heart was hardened, 
God turns my sinful heart toward repentance. He continu-

ously gives me opportunities to turn from My Way 
to “The Way.”

I KNOW “I AM”
On the night of his arrest, Jesus shows us exactly 
what knowing and trusting God looks like. With 
a brow covered in sweat and blood he asks, “My 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will” (Mat-
thew 26:39). Despite his prayers, Jesus’ love for the 
Father and his obedience lead him to horrendous 
torture and death. But he goes willingly because 
he chooses to trust the plans and purposes of God, 
even when it is hard. My prayer is that by knowing 

God intimately, as Christ did, we would choose to trust and 
obey him as well, even unto death.
 God is persevering us, as his children, helping us to 
know and love him more, enabling us to remember him in 
trials, building our faith, and growing our trust and obedi-
ence. We can do our humble part, diligently seeking him 
with eager hearts in the New Year. 

“What you have learned 
and received and heard 
and seen in me—practice 

these things, and the God 
of peace will be with you” 

(Philippians 4:9).

“And Jesus 
answered them, 

‘Have faith in God’” 
(Mark 11:22).

“So, faith comes 
from hearing, 
and hearing 
through the 

word of Christ” 
(Romans 10:17)



Dear Ladies,

Thank you so much for surprising me on Tuesday with such a lovely tea party. O my word! I was overwhelmed by it all. The room 
looked so lovely, the food was scrumptious, the notes you all wrote on Bernie’s exquisite cards were so kind and encouraging, and 
your gift card was so incredibly generous! I was speechless when I opened it.  Thank you, thank you, thank you.
 I truly am at a loss for words. Please know these are things I will be treasuring in my heart.  I will truly miss being with all of 
you. It does not seem real that I will no longer be a part of PBC and our Bible studies. It has been a joy and I have grown so much.

I will continue to pray for you, with love - Judy 
Colossians 3:12-16

(Above) Pastor Steve and 
Judy Severance on November 
24, 2019, honored during 
PBC’s annual Thanksgiving 
“Turkey, Tarts and Testimo-
nies.” After faithfully loving 
and serving the people of PBC 
since 2002, the Severances 
moved to Rancho Cucamonga 
in late December. They are 
joining their son Mark and his 
family in a church revitaliza-
tion at “Grace Rancho,” for-
mally known as Grace Church 
of Rancho Cucamonga. 

(Left) With laughter and tears, 
saying goodbye to our dear 
Judy during the final session of 
the fall Exodus study, Tuesday 
morning, November 19, 2019


