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ALL THINGS NEW

O
ur beautiful new church facility will be 
the location for two special women’s 
events, starting with a two-day retreat 
this month featuring lively guest 

speaker and author Kris Goertzen. The 
retreat, with inspiring biblical teaching and 
lots of fun and fellowship, will launch the new 
five-week evening summer workshop in June 
(in lieu of our annual summer BOOKFEST 
and discussions this year).  

The retreat and workshop are both based on 
Kris’ book, Equipped to Serve, A Women’s 
Guide to Discover and Develop her Spiritual 
Gifts. Retreat participants will receive the 
book, and those who are only planning to 
attend the workshop or would like a copy of 

the book can shop at the author’s 
website, krisgoertzen.com 

We know summers can get 
busy, but we pray you’ll be 
able to set aside time to attend 
this special retreat and the 
free evening workshops – all 
five, or the ones that fit your 
schedule! For more information 
and registration for one or both 
events, please go online to 
placeritachurch.com and click 
the box, “The Latest Events.” 

There you’ll also see special 
instructions to prepare in 
advance for the retreat, 
including how to receive the 

Spiritual Gifts Resource Guide by email, 
a companion to the book. You’ll also 
find information about viewing two of 
Kris’ videos that will prepare you for this 
powerful, applicable study. If you have any 
further questions, please contact: 
women@placeritachurch.com

Kris said she’s excited to come, and can’t 
wait to meet you! “Understanding my own 
spiritual gifts,” she said, “has had a dramatic 
impact on my spiritual life. It’s thrilling for 
me to think about these PBC events and the 
eternal impact this study can have in the life 
of your church and community.” 

- Shayna Anderson

Women’s Retreat
Location: PBC Foyer

May 21-22, 2021

Friday, 5:30 pm – 9 pm

Saturday, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm

Cost: $72 (includes book,

all meals, and special gift)

 Summer
Workshop

Location:  PBC Foyer

Five consecutive weeks

Tuesdays, June 1 – June 29

Time: 7 pm – 8:30 pm

No cost to attend

Equipped

 to  Serve

B Y  K R I S  G O E R T Z E N

A  W O M A N ' S  G U I D E  T O  

D I S C O V E R  &  D E V E L O P

Her Spiritual Gifts

My spiritual gift is my completely unique, Spirit-given capacity to 
bring others to a greater reflection of Christ. In doing so, my believing 
friend grows in Christ, my unbelieving friend sees Christ, the Church is 
strengthened in love and unity, and Christ is eternally glorified.

- Kris Goertzen
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I don’t know about you, but I am very 
excited about our new building and 
all the wonderful opportunities it 
will facilitate to minister to people 

and bring glory to our great God and 
Savior.  There is much to be excited 
about, but I am most excited about the 
new foyer that is designated for use by 
our women’s ministry. We will be able 
to set up tables for our Bible studies in 
the foyer that comes with a kitchenette/
coffee bar. How perfect is that? 

Our first big event will be our “stay at 
home” retreat with Kris Goertzen on 

May 21-22.  We will be learning about 
using our spiritual gifts, which will be 
the perfect segue into serving the body 
of Christ in our new facilities. We are 
praying for every woman who is a mem-
ber or a potential member to participate 
in this opportunity for worship, fellow-
ship, fun and training to use her unique 
gifting for God’s glory.  

“As each one has received a special 
gift, employ it in serving one another as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God.” 1 Peter 4:10 

WOMEN’S HOPE PODCAST
Listen anytime! On Twitter, Instagram, or women’s-hope.masters.edu

C
o-hosted by 
PBC friends 
Dr. Shelbi 
Cullen and 

Kimberly Cummings, 
the Women’s Hope 
podcast is a solidly 
biblical resource to 
disciple women through 
the problems they face. 
Shelbi and Kimberly are 
helping women to think 
biblically, bringing hope and encourage-
ment through their 25 years combined 
experience in biblical discipleship and 
counseling. Both are members of ACBC, 
the Association of Certified Biblical 
Counselors. 

Since September of 2019, Kimberly and 
Shelbi, who is also a professor at The 

Master’s University 
(TMU) School of Bible, 
have released episodes 
on biblical discipleship, 
self-image, complemen-
tarianism, and various 
episodes on Titus 2:3-5. 
They are hoping to 
release a theological 
series on Women’s 
Ministries this fall.    

In June, the podcasting duo will be 
speaking at the two-day Care of Souls 
Conference, hosted by Placerita Bible 
Church in partnership with TMU. They’ll 
focus on remaining faithful to Scripture 
by advocating for sound doctrine, dis-
cernment within women’s ministries, as 
well as exposing views that pose chal-
lenges for women in ministry today. 

For more information and registration for the upcoming Care of Souls Conference, June 11 
and 12, visit: Placeritachurch.com – “Latest Events”
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NEARLY 60 YEARS 
OF PBC HISTORY Looking Back 
& Moving Forward!

By Terry McClain

I’ve seen a lot of changes at Placerita 
Bible Church over the last 22 years, 
including having a “front row seat” to 
watch the latest remodeling trans-

formation from our offices above the 
church! As PBC’s office manager, I’ve 
also had opportunity to poke through 
older files and photos exploring the 
church’s history, starting with its formal 
inception in 1962. There’s so much I 
could tell you, but let me start by taking 
you down my own memory lane…

The McClain clan first started attending 
PBC in March 1999. On our first Sunday 
morning visit, I remember lots of people 

and friendly faces. During the call to 
greet one other, Rowena Tilton walked 
over to us to say, “Hi!” About a week 
later, Senior Pastor Philip De Courcy 
came to our home for a visit. We knew 
then we had found our new church 
home. My wonderful husband Jeff and 
I, along with our son Cooper (age 9 at 
the time), and daughter Taylor (age 6), 
quickly jumped into weekly opportuni-
ties to worship and serve. 

Our kids enjoyed children’s church, 
while Jeff and I attended the adult 
Sunday school class, and we all attended 
the main worship service together as a 

family. We returned 
Sunday nights for 
the evening service 
as well. We also 
attended AWANA at 
PBC every Wednes-
day night. As a fam-
ily, we helped with 
setup and cleanup. 
Jeff served by work-
ing with the boys on 
their memory verses, 
and I served as the 
Sparky’s secretary 
and helping with 
the AWANA store 
(where the kids 
could turn in their 
tickets for prizes!). 
Those were fun days 
of fellowship, with 
everybody seemingly 
helping in one way 
or another. 

At that time the 
building had 
beautiful, tall, stain 
glass windows up 

and down both sides of the church. 
The stage looked different because it 
had choir chairs and a low partition 
wall around it. The wall was removed a 
couple years after we arrived. And from 
earlier photos I’ve seen, the church 
originally had pews for seating in the 
sanctuary instead of chairs. 

There were great events over the years, 
like the annual “SummerFest.” Back 
when we started, it was held Sunday 
evenings over ten weeks, each year 
with different themes and guest speak-
ers. We were faithfully fed the Word, 
and then fed some tasty potluck dishes! 
Everyone brought food – always plenty 
to share – and everyone took leftovers 
home. The fellowship was sweet.  

We were also blessed by the men 
and women’s retreats, as well as a 
few retreats for couples. We enjoyed 
holidays with special sermons, music, 
concerts, and Taylor and I loved partic-
ipating in the PBC Choir. I remember 
special evening services when families 
got up on stage and shared a song, 
a reading, or funny skit. Some of my 
favorite times were with the choir, 
especially when we put on “mini” 
Grace Community-like concerts for 
Christmas, and special Sunday music 
throughout the year. 
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I also remember we held Christmas 
Eve services “in the round,” taking the 
piano off the stage and putting it in 
the middle of the sanctuary, setting up 
seats all around it. We sang our hearts 
out as unto the Lord. 

As members of PBC for over two 
decades, we’ve also had the opportu-
nity to meet each of our missionaries 
personally. Over the years the church 
has hosted missionary events, and one 
of my favorites was the special Sunday 
evening service when missionaries 
would Skype, call in, or sent a video for 
us to watch. PBC has supported some 
of our missionaries for over 50 years!

After almost four years of attending 
PBC, our pastor, Phillip De Courcy, 
left in 2002 to pastor another church. 
That change was difficult for me. Philip 
and his wife, June, were good friends, 
and I miss them. We were a church of 

about 300-350 members in those days – 
roughly about what we are now. When 
Scott Ardavanis came in as senior pas-
tor after Philip, PBC grew seemingly 
overnight to about 700-750 people, and 
brought severe growing pains. At one 
point we were running three morning 
services and one evening service. We 
had about 200-250 kids in the chil-
dren’s ministry alone. Where do you 
put that many kids!?  

We knew back then we needed a build-
ing expansion, as well as much-needed 
upgrades for things like the plumbing 
and electrical. We always half-joked 
about making sure not to plug-in more 
than one coffee pot into one wall outlet, 
or the power could go out in the whole 
building! That actually happened 
several times, including the night of 
a Christmas concert. Right as the pro-
gram started, the entire building went 
dark. Everyone laughed.

As church attendance grew, so did our 
leadership. At one point we had 22 dea-
cons and 12 elders. (We currently have 
8 deacons and 6 elders.) PBC went 
through some major changes in 2010-
2012. Pastor Scott left the church at the 
end of 2011, and most of the pastoral 
and office staff left in 2012.  Only two 
elders remained, and we had no pastor/
shepherd to lead us.

Pastor Steve Severance was the anchor 
that held PBC together during that 
difficult time. And Keith Essex, a PBC 
member and Master’s Seminary pro-
fessor, graciously filled our pulpit for a 
year and a half. About half of the con-
gregation left PBC during that period.  

As time went on, I began to see God’s 
grace, mercy, and faithfulness as He 
healed our wounds and mended our 
little broken church. God raised up 
new leaders, men purposely seeking 
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to glorify God, humbly pursuing for-
giveness and healing while rebuilding 
the church. 

My part-time PBC employment 
changed to full-time in 2012 when I 
became office manager, and also Pastor 
Adam Tyson’s assistant when he was 
hired in 2013. I am truly blessed! For 
the past nine years I’ve watched PBC’s 
leadership team grow in grace, holi-
ness, and faithfulness. I’m grateful to 
God for giving us six very hard-work-
ing, wise, dedicated elders. 

I couldn’t see God’s purposes in 
all the difficult changes while they 
were happening, but looking back, 
I see them a bit more clearly. Even 
though there was confusion and pain, 
God was pruning us – all of us – and 
shaping us for His service. And He 
gave us a gifted new pastor in Adam, 
an expository preacher who loves and 

lives the Word, and shepherds us with 
truth and grace as a certified biblical 
counselor. A total of 11 senior pastors 
have served over the course of our 
church history (see PBC HISTORIC 
MILESTONES, page 6), and by the 
end of this year, Pastor Adam will 
have the distinction of serving PBC 
the longest.

Over the years I’ve learned that God is 
faithful, and purposeful, using change 
in our lives to grow us – helping us to 
see more clearly, and to get us to act. 
When I look at change through the 
filter of God’s Word, I see that the most 
important changes occur within us, not 
around us. 

Friends and people we dearly love may 
leave the church, there may be finan-
cial difficulties or building expansions, 
pastors may come and go, and we 
may not understand everything that’s 

happening. But we remind ourselves 
that God is always good, “a faithful 
God who does no wrong” (Deuter-
onomy 32:4), and we can trust His 
sovereign purposes and plans. When 
we pray about difficult circumstances, 
we can first begin by asking the Lord 
to change our hearts, that we might 
respond properly and gratefully.

I’m excited and grateful for our 
long-awaited new church facility, yet 
reminded it’s really not about the 
building. As God’s people, by grace, 
WE are Christ’s beloved Church! And 
we’re incredibly blessed to be part of 
this dynamic body of believers. Today, 
PBC’s Sunday worship is powerful, 
God’s Word is taught clearly, and 
boldly, disciples are being made, small 
groups are flourishing, people are lov-
ing and serving one another, and God 
is persevering us – moving us forward 
– into His glorious future! 
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PBC HISTORIC MILESTONES
EARLIEST BEGINNINGS
Placerita Regular Baptist Church of Newhall, California formally 
organized on September 30, 1962 after a year conducting services on 
the campus of Los Angeles Baptist College and Seminary (now The 
Master’s University)

ORIGINAL CHURCH CONSTRUCTION
June 25, 1967, groundbreaking to launch new construction  
March 1968, main sanctuary and two classroom wings completed 
and dedicated                             

CHURCH BELL
Donated by Gerald Woods and Joe Robinson, owners of Backwoods 
Inn, Canyon Country

NAME CHANGES 
1961: Placerita Regular Baptist Church of Newhall, California
1976: Placerita Baptist Church of Newhall, California
2015: Placerita Bible Church

CONSTITUTION/BYLAWS
March 1, 1963: Original church constitution and bylaws adopted
December 7, 2014: current bylaws adopted, with changes made 
over the years 

INCORPORATION
June 7, 1963: Original Articles of Incorporation adopted
December 18, 1963: Original Articles of Incorporation filed with the 
State of CA; PBC officially became an organization recognized by the State
1963: Joined the GARBC (Greater Association of Regular Baptist 
Churches)
2015: Withdrew from the GARBC

PROPERTY PURCHASE
1975: PBC purchased property adjacent west of the church building 
for $15,000
1975: PBC purchased the King property, a home used as 
a parsonage and missionary housing before conversion to a 
multipurpose complex in 1992 for classrooms and offices 
2014: complete remodel of hillside home established current 
church/staff offices. Zoning changed from residential to commercial 
occupancy

MODULAR BUILDING
2001: Initially leased to provide two large adult classrooms
2012: Purchased from lease, currently multi-purpose use 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
1962 – Charter membership: 35
1967 – Membership after construction completion of original 
building: 145
2021 – Current membership: 320

ANNIVERSARIES
25th Anniversary celebrated on February 14, 1988, theme: “25 Years 
of Loving”
50th Anniversary on October 12, 2012, theme: “Celebrating God’s 
Faithfulness”

SENIOR PASTORS  
1962 – 1963 C. L. True
March 1963 – September 1963 Willard Martz
February 1964 – December 1971 Richard Beddoe
December 1971 – December 1974 Charles Emert
April 1975 – December 1977 Marvin Troyer
May 1978 – July 1981 George Fox
November 1982 – November 1984 David Nicholas
June 1985 – January 1994 Michael Garman
December 1994 – July 2002 Philip De Courcy
August 2003 – November 2011 Scott Ardavanis
April 2013 – Current Adam Tyson
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Desperate times call for desperate 
measures, or so it seems. We 
can easily coast along in life 
when things appear to be run-

ning well, and our preferred political 
candidates are in office. We’re given 
the privilege in our country to voice 
concerns, and the Bible tells us to pray 
for those in authority over us. But it’s 
easy to forget to pray, and act, until 
we’re suddenly alarmed by the way 
things are going.

I like to stay informed about what’s 
happening around me, and I also like 
to study history, especially colonial and early American 
history. One thing I love about working in The Master’s 
Seminary library is to be surrounded by books on the 
Bible and theology. In the summer of 2020, these inter-
ests started to converge, and I wrote my first in a series of 
letters to an elected official on May 25, 2020, enclosing a 
gospel message. I asked Governor Gavin Newsom to give 
variance to Santa Clarita to allow churches to open again 
for in-person services.

I continued to pray for our leaders, elected officials, our 
PBC Pastor, Dr. Adam Tyson, our elders, and the people 
over me at work. I had a special burden for all that was 

happening politically and the responses to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Our leaders need wisdom in the best of times, 
and more so as we began experiencing uncertainties and 
unprecedented challenges. As I prayed, I had an increas-
ing burden for the salvation of our elected officials. I was 
studying the Minor Prophets, and was deeply moved by the 
judgments and mercy God used to bring people to Him-
self when they rejected Him. Realizing that then-President 
Donald Trump had a birthday coming up, I used the oppor-
tunity to send him a handwritten letter on June 6, 2020. I 
wished him a happy birthday, thanking him for all that he 
was doing for our country, and shared the biblical gospel. I 
also enclosed a couple gospel tracks. 

with the 
Gospel

A Concerned 
Citizen’s 
Letters ...

By Anna Lois Kroll
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At that time I was thinking, if I had one opportunity to meet 
President Trump in person, what would I want to say to him? 
I couldn’t think of anything more important than the gospel. 
Trump was kind enough to send me an official White House 
thank you, and what looks like his actual signed signature on 
the note.

At PBC’s 2020 Fall Ladies’ Event, guest speaker Lisa Tatlock 
shared that she keeps an outline of the gospel handy, so she 
doesn’t forget something when she shares the gospel with 
others. I realized this was a great idea, and began the next 
week to organize the outline she shared for my own use. I 
showed my version to seminary coworkers, who reviewed it 
and helped me make it flow smoothly (see HANDY GOSPEL, 
page 9). In an effort to stay prepared with copies of my gos-

pel outline, I sewed a pouch with a closure snap to keep them 
handy and unwrinkled in my purse.

Following an initial discussion with a PBC friend, Pam Sojka, 
we began following the news together by sending each other 
texts and article links. In early October 2020, I finished my 
personal study of the Minor Prophets and began the book 
of Revelation. I prayed and meditated on all the things I was 
studying. While I was visiting family in Minnesota I felt a 
real burden to take action. 

Realizing that we don’t know how short our time may be 
before the events in Revelation begin, I wanted to reach 
out to our U.S. Senators and Representatives and share the 
gospel with them. Should the prophesized end times begin 

soon, I figured they would have 
a paper copy of the gospel that 
God might use to bring them to 
Himself. I had a sense of urgency 
in my project, and wanted the 
letters to go out before the Janu-
ary 20, 2021 Inauguration Day. I 
expanded my project to include 
our California State Senators.

I jumped into action and began 
to organize my supplies. My dad, 
who passed away in 1977, was a 
stamp collector – and I inherited 
a lot of interesting stamps from 
him. What better way to use up 
ones we couldn’t sell? Arranging 
and gluing unusual stamps on 
many of the envelopes was fun, 
and made them colorful atten-
tion-grabbers. 

I hand-wrote about six letters 
before realizing my project was too 
ambitious. So I created a dupli-
cable original, for making copies, 
leaving space for the addressee’s 
names. Rather than sending 
emails, I thought an old-fashioned 
“snail mail” letter would be more 
personal, and might have a better 
chance of being read over easily 
ignorable email. 

To make the project more per-
sonal for me, I looked at online 
photos of the intended recipients  
while writing out their addresses, 
simultaneously praying for them. 
My right small finger was still 
sore two months later! The letters 
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went into the mail in two groups on January 16 and 18, 
2021.  I sent a total of 568 letters.  

Many of the names of officials I wrote are highly recog-
nizable, like Ted Cruz, Rand Paul, Nancy Pelosi, Maxine 
Waters, Ilhan Omar, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, and Cali-
fornia leaders Mike Garcia and Scott Wilk.  Many were not 
as well known. Only one was returned, the letter I sent to 
Senator Kelly Loeffler (R, GA), who lost her re-election bid. 
Her letter had been opened and stamped “Inspected.”   

From the hundreds of letters I sent, I got back only one 
response. It was from Representative Madison Cawthorn 
(R, NC) thanking me for writing him. I sent him a second 
letter to encourage him to remain strong, and say that I 
would continue praying for him. And he sent a second 
letter to thank me for the prayers! 

I realize that many of the officials I wrote may not have 
even seen my letters. Perhaps only their aides, who 
opened them, may have scanned or read them, and 
perhaps considered the gospel. I hope that any readers 
might have been intrigued, or encouraged, that someone 
cared enough to share God’s truth. Our job is simply to 
spread the seed, and let the Lord work in the hearts of 
people. Perhaps God will use my humble efforts, in His 
timing, to advance the cause of Christ and his Kingdom 
in California and across the country. 

These days, I’m taking opportunities to give the peo-
ple I meet a copy of my gospel outline. It allows me to 
talk with them about the most important matter in life. 
Today’s headlines may be piquing their interest – I’m 
encouraged by lots of positive responses! 

The Lord commands us, “Go therefore and make disci-
ples of all nations…” (Matthew 28:19). We know it’s not 
always easy. But being prepared and prayed up, I’ve 
learned, readies me to share the gospel. We take the 
resources and ideas God gives us, add a little creativity, 
and serve others at their greatest point of need. Know-
ing that God determines the outcome frees us to openly 
share our hearts, while experiencing the great joys and 
rewards of faithfulness. 

A self-proclaimed “political junkie” (though taking needed 
breaks from the news these days!), Anna has attended 
PBC for 18 years, serving in a variety of ways, everything 
from running the soundboard to Sunday morning greeter. 
She works full-time at The Master’s Seminary Library – 
now for over 32 years. She was born and raised in Norris-
town, Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia. She loves those 
rare, rainy, “wonderfully miserable” days in SoCal for 
curling up with a book. She remembers raising her hand at 
four years of age asking Jesus in her heart, and has never 
wavered from her desire to follow Christ.

HANDY GOSPEL
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I
t’s hard to 
believe it has 
only been two 
years since I last 
stood with many 
of you worship-
ping Sunday mornings and meeting 
with you for Tuesday Bible studies! How I miss 
those wonderful moments of fellowship! 

When I last wrote for Reflections, our family was 
in the final stages of packing up our California 

home to become missionaries to Fiji. At that time, I remem-
ber a story in Genesis being firmly pressed to my heart. It 
was about Sarah not fearing what was scary as she left her 
own homeland, following Abraham into the unknown. With 
two years of missionary work behind us, much of what was 
unknown to me is now a familiar part of our day-to-day lives. 

Our son, Taj, is now five years old, Tori is three, and we 
are full-on into the joys and challenges of the little years. 
There are numerous shepherding opportunities, arts and 
crafts, messy floors, and sweet moments with both of our 
kiddos. Taj has started kindergarten and we are navigating 
homeschooling. It has been a joy watching him learn to read! 
I am a helper to my husband, Michael, participate and serve 
in local church ministry, and am working hard to develop 
friendships in my neighborhood and community. 

LIFE IN FIJI
The schedule and pace of life at times seems quite reminiscent 
of everyday life in California, except that my daily tasks here 
are exponentially more difficult to accomplish. Things like 
grocery shopping, cooking, and cleaning simply require more 
effort. There is no single location to get groceries. We visit a 
variety of roadside stands, open-air markets, hotel mini-marts, 
and town stores to put together our shopping lists. 

There is dirt almost everywhere (even in our tap water) and 
once you get clean, you don’t stay that way for very long. 
Bugs and mold seem to be waiting for any opportunity to 
take residence in unoccupied spaces, and on most sunny 
days, you find neighbors and villagers sunning their posses-
sions outside in an effort to get things to dry and to find a bit 
of relief from bugs and moisture.  
 
As a Southern California native, the wildlife here has taken a bit 
of getting used to. We live in a rural farming area, with beau-

tiful areas to walk and explore, and most days the only sounds 
we hear are tropical birds and farm animals. But there are also 
a few less-welcome guests that turn up. It is a bit like having a 
friend who enjoys startling you – you never know when some-
thing will jump out at you during your daily activities. We have 
had tarantula-sized cane spiders pop up in our laundry basket, 
a dead mouse in our mini van, ants in the baby blankets, and 
even a gecko hiding on the underside of the TV remote! 

On one memorable morning when we first arrived, I woke up 
to find a massive spider staring back at me in our bathroom.  
After Michael heroically killed it, I thought I would show 
the kids this giant, neat, new Fijian bug. While we were all 
peeping around the corner at it, a black skink lizard (which 
has distinct snake-like qualities) was disturbed and then pan-
icked – running up and down the kids’ and my feet and legs.  
We don’t usually scream when startled, but that morning 
only Michael managed to maintain composure!  

THE UNEXPECTED
About 10% of my daily life activities and responsibilities are 
vastly different from my old life in California. There is an in-
tensity and urgency here that underscores our regular routine. 
Emergencies occur regularly. Incredibly powerful cyclones 
roll through causing power outages and leaving devastation 
in their wake, especially among the poor. With a few days 
notice we can go from life-as-usual to hoping our roof doesn’t 
leak or the yard doesn’t flood. We’ve been able to provide toys, 
clothes, and furniture to families who are dealing with poverty 
or have lost possessions to recent storms and flooding.

In the past six months, we’ve had two tsunami warnings leading 
to evacuation to high ground. Twice in the past year our family 
has been called on to help Fiji Bible College students in extreme 
circumstances, including everything from electrocution to heart 
failure. We have had to work through our own children catching 

JORDAN SEEHUSEN’S UPDATE
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WHAT I’M LEARNING
Life out here is hard work, and I’m learning to be flexible and 
thankful for opportunities to serve, even when they interrupt 
our day or require additional work at home. The battle I fight 
day-to-day might seem pretty unexciting and underrated, but 
it does not mean the Lord values it any less. I am frequently 
very tired, but I would venture to guess that many of you are 
also tired back in Southern California.

I love that 1 Corinthians 10:13 reminds us, “No temptation 
has overtaken you that is not common to man.” The stresses 
of the little years and ministry at home, and the unexpected 
nature of life are not unique to me here in Fiji, but are felt 
and shared by women all around the world. We are all called 
to live our lives, wherever we are, for God’s glory. We are 
called to be faithful, to work hard, to love people, and to share 
the gospel boldly. 

I am reminded that participation in gospel ministry is always 
a privilege, regardless of what it looks like. I am learning that 
the Lord values the building of our character just as much as 
he values our service toward others. And typically, faithful-
ness even in the mundane is just as important an opportuni-
ty to shine brightly for the Lord as seemingly grand acts of 
faith and sacrifice. 

Living here, I’ve realized that time is short, and that you 
never know what tomorrow may bring. My encouragement to 
you is to be confident in sharing your faith, and to fear God 
more than man. Whether you are in Southern California or 
on a remote island in the middle of the South Pacific, God 
has placed us where we are to love Him and serve others 
with all that we have. 

My grandmother’s life verse was 1 Samuel 12:24, “Only fear 
the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For con-
sider what great things he has done for you.” May this be the 
commitment of our hearts and the motivation for our days in 
whatever corner of the earth the Lord places us! 

tropical illnesses and Tori being evacuated to New Zealand last 
year, and regularly helping others with crisis counseling. 

We are also still learning to navigate a culture that is beau-
tiful on the outside, but laden inside with gross, widespread 
sin and moral depravity. Dr. Narayan Nair (the founder of Fiji 
Bible College) once commented that Fiji is a rich man’s para-
dise, but daily life for the average Fijian is incredibly hard.

THE PEOPLE OF FIJI
Fijians are incredibly generous, resilient, and joy-filled despite 
life’s trials. The overall population is comprised of islanders 
who have been here for generations and Indians who were 
brought over during England’s occupation to work the sugar 
cane fields in the 19th century. It is fascinating to see their differ-
ent customs and traditions played out daily on our little island. 
 
Our local church is particularly precious! It is located in a 
less-desirable part of town, but is filled with so many sweet 
people. It is one the best parts of living in Fiji! The desire of 
the people of Fiji Bible Church to serve, even in their own 
hardships, has been amazing to witness. There is one family 
whose six-year-old son died unexpectedly just before we ar-
rived two years ago. In their grief they began helping to cook 
and care for over 70 children at the school next door. 

One of our Bible college students from the Solomon Is-
lands, Philip, suffered heart failure this past year but made 
an amazing impact on his home island, inspiring 26 young 
pastors to apply to the college. Through his efforts, we’re 
now opening a new remote training program for those fac-
ing Covid travel restrictions. 

And we’ve had the incredible privilege of delivering the dona-
tions that came over in two containers from the U.S. I helped 
move thousands of books to the Bible College. We also deliv-
ered Chinese MacArthur Study Bibles to one of our church 
elders – he leads a Bible study with visiting Chinese business-
men. It always amazes me how God brings people from closed 
countries like India and China over to Fiji to hear the gospel! 



We are all called to  live our lives, WHEREVER 
WE ARE, for God's glory. WE ARE CALLED 

to be  faithful, to work hard, to love people, and 

TO SHARE THE GOSPEL BOLDLY.


