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Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge;
Fools despise wisdom and
instruction.

THE GOOD
PORTION
It was over a decade ago that Scott
and I joined a weekly theology
class in our new church. We had
been in okay churches and good
churches, but we had finally
arrived at a Bible teaching church,
and Scott was eager to make up
for lost time. At this point I had
been a Christian for many years,
but to be honest, I did not really
know what “theology” meant. I
just wanted to spend Wednesday
night with my husband. It was
during this time that I heard words
like paraklete, sanctification, and
soteriology, along with many other
“ology’s”. But those few weeks in
that class led me to remarkable
truths about my God and my faith.
I was deeply awed by the things I
was learning. Unfortunately, I was
also ashamed. It was like showing
up for your first day of school and
realizing you are the only one who
brought your baby bottle along. I
was drinking milk while everyone
else was eating sandwiches, fruit,
and brownies out of their brightly
decorated lunch boxes.

It was just after that eye-opening
experience that I made one of the best
decisions of my spiritual life. I decided
to attend the women’s ministry weekly
Bible study. There, I learned that God’s
Word was not like a simple pane of
glass that we can look through and see
Jesus. Instead, it is a magnificent prism
that reflects off of its many facets and
angles, with all the colors of its 66 books
brightly reflecting Christ in all His
glory! And being a Christian is not just
about salvation from hell after one's
death. It is about now, this life on earth,
all day and every day, as a woman and
follower of Christ. It was at this point in
my walk that I knew there was no going
back to my milk bottle. From here on
out it was gourmet dining on the Bread
of Life for me.
Here I am now, several more years into
my enlightenment, and ever so grateful
for the advanced education afforded to
me by the faithful women of Placerita
Bible Church. Since arriving, I have
been encouraged to open my Bible every
day and to store it all up into my heart
and mind.
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Because when the hard times come, and they have, I can stand
unshaken on my Rock and my Foundation. Thankfully, I have
also been reproved, corrected, and trained in righteousness by
some very loving and wise ladies.
Each Tuesday morning at PBC I have seen that “Bible”
study is about studying the Word of God as well as great books
written by godly people that are especially relevant to me as a
woman. What an amazing benefit we have in some very gifted
teachers in our group of ladies who have been faithful to study
then impart God’s truth to us for practical daily life as a
member of the weaker sex (1 Peter 3:7). During these past
years, I have been blessed to participate in the study of the
Psalms, I Corinthians, The Women of the Bible, Basic
Theology, and one of my all-time favorites – the book of
James, along with many other chapters and verses written for
my sake.
While studying God’s word is, and should always remain,
the goal of bible study, I have also had the opportunity to work
through some great topical studies. I still recommend “Changed
into His Image” by Jim Berg to anyone needing biblical and
practical instruction on spiritual growth and sanctification.
That study is one of my all-time favorite reads in my Christian
lifetime. I am so grateful to our leadership for choosing to teach
such a brilliantly written, yet easy to read book
Learning more and more about who God is and how I can
be more Christ-like has been a true blessing in my life. But that
would not make Women’s Ministry complete without learning
how to better love my neighbor and develop deeper
relationships with her. That is why I have really enjoyed my
time with the women of my church family, because it has
afforded me the opportunity to get to know them and gain some
true and valuable friendships in the process. The importance of
developing relationships with other like-minded sisters in
Christ has become very apparent in my desire to submit to my
husband and to love and serve my family well. I am especially
thankful for being taught the higher calling of the Titus 2
woman. Weekly, I am seeing how I can look to the older
woman,while helping the younger, each giving and receiving
godly counsel and reassurance. Oh, how grateful I am for some
of the women who have come along in my spiritual life –
pointing, pushing, prodding, and pulling me in the right
direction.

Demonstrating all the blessings of being in a regular
Bible Study with other PBC ladies, about a year ago I made an
unwise decision. My life had gotten insanely busy and
somewhat overwhelming. I was homeschooling, guide-dog
puppy training, and fostering 2 baby boys, while working
towards my certification for Biblical Counseling. It was
definitely a crazy-busy time of adjusting and figuring out what
was necessary and what needed to be put aside. I foolishly
believed that my Tuesday mornings with the ladies of PBC was
something I could do without. I quickly saw that not having the
weekly accountability of my small group left my life, while
still very busy, with far less discipline. I did not have those
two hours a week to regain my perspective with the help of
others who might also know the struggle of the over-committed
wife and mom. I was busy and not accountable, two very
dangerous components to my daily spiritual walk. I, like
Martha, was choosing to be about the business of this world
instead of sitting quietly at the feet of Jesus (Luke 10:38-42).
And yes, while I did still attend church services every Sunday,
that did not afford me the intimacy of my small group of
ladies who know what I am going through. The necessity, for
me, to be in the modular each week was soon made very
apparent to me.
Having recently returned to the ladies of PBC, I am
grateful for the time that I am not focused on the day's to-do list
of loads of laundry, piles of dishes, or inches of dust. Instead,
each Tuesday morning, I am choosing to sit like Mary under
great teachers, without the weight of my daily life weighing me
down. I am confident that when the storms come and I might
feel like I am being swept away, I have others who understand
because they have been there. So ladies, with all that being
said, it is my sincere hope that you will learn from me and be
like Mary, choosing that which is the good portion.
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his has been the summer of
visiting missionaries. What a joy
to see the familiar faces of Peter
and Heather Malakar, TJ and
Karen, Jeff and Jenny Thomas,
Philippe and Sophia Viguier, and
Brad and Julie Lay. Each Sunday
we gather for a weekly family
reunion as we, the family of
God, unite for edification
through the preaching of the
Word and service to one
another as we use the gifts that
the Holy Spirit has supplied.
When our dear ministers
abroad join us in this
celebration, we enjoy the
proverbial icing on the cake.

I asked a couple of these
women to share how we might
pray for them this upcoming fall.
May I encourage you with the
words of Paul to the church of
Colossae, “Continue steadfastly
in prayer, being watchful in it
with thanksgiving. At the same
time, pray also for us, that God
may open to us a door for the
word, to declare the mystery of
Christ, on account of which I am
in prison.” (Col. 4:2-3)

"How can we
pray for you?
What are you
studying right
now? Have any
good books on
your bookshelf
that you want
to read soon?"
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