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Welcome to the Fundamentals of the Faith (FOF) Study. 

• Instructors: Mark Madrid (mark@placeritachurch.com) and Mark Smith 

(msmith@placeritachurch.com). 

 

• Materials: FOF Student Workbook. Purchase online at Amazon or another site. One 

workbook per student recommended. 

 

• Content/Schedule: Introduction, 13 lessons, and review. Cover 1 lesson every 1-2 weeks. No 

class on April 12th. Finish May 24th.  

 

• Format: Review key concepts in class. Students complete assigned lessons in workbook 

before class, depending on schedule. * 

 

*Schedule will be posted on PBC website.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1) Purpose of the FOF study: 

a) How ______________________ is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the 

wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his 

____________________ is in the _________ of the LORD, and in His law he 

____________________ day and night. He will be like a tree ________________ 

____________________ by streams of water, which ______________________ its 

______________ in its season and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he 

_____________________. – Psalm 1:1-3 (NASB) 

b) 11 - And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and 

some as pastors and teachers. 12 - for the _____________________ of the saints for the 

work of _________________, to the ______________________ _______ of the body of 

Christ; 13 - until we all attain to the _______________ of the faith, and of the 

_____________________________ of the Son of God, to a ________________ man, to 
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the measure of the stature which belongs to the ___________________ of Christ. 14 - As 

a result, we are no longer to be ____________________, tossed here and there by waves 

and carried about by every wind of ___________________, by the trickery of men, by 

craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 - but speaking the _______________ in love, we are 

to _______________ up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 16 - from 

whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint 

_____________________, according to the proper working of each individual part, 

causes the growth of the ______________ for the building up of itself in ____________. 

– Ephesians 4:11-16 (NASB) 

c) FOF is an introduction to systematic theology and sound doctrine. 

d) Systematic theology is the orderly bringing together of words about God on a 

_______________ or ______________ from the completed canon of Scripture in an 

________________________ fashion. 

e) Some wrong ideas about doctrine include: 

i) Right doctrine ________________________ leads to godliness. 

ii) Christianity is _____________, not doctrine. 

iii) Doctrine is _____________________ to life. 

iv) Doctrine ____________________ (negatively). 

f) FOF is basic theology or sound doctrine every believer should know (Rom. 6:17; 2 Tim. 

1:13).  

i) To ________________________ the character of God in its aspect towards us. 

ii) To ______________________ the display of His attributes in His works and        

dispensations. 
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iii) To ____________________ His designs toward man in his original and present state. 

iv) To ______________ this mighty Being, as far as He may be known, [which] is the 

noblest aim of the human understanding. 

v)  To ________________ our duty to Him, the means of enjoying His favor, the hopes 

which we are authorized to entertain, and the wonderful expedient by which our fallen 

race is restored to purity and happiness. 

vi) To ________________ Him, the most worthy exercise of our affections. 

vii) To _________________ Him, the most honorable and delightful purpose to 

which we can devote our time and talents. 

g) A summary of Calvin’s approach to living for Christ included ___________________, 

___________________, and __________________. 

“…the heart’s devotion to the biblical God, the mind’s pursuit of the biblical doctrine of 

God, and the entire being’s surrender to doxology.”  

h) Calvin said, “The glory of God so shines in his Word, that we ought to be so affected by 

it, whenever He speaks by His servants, as though He were near to us, face to face.”  

i) Sound doctrine properly understood and applied should always lead us to 

__________________ God. 

j) Benefits of systematic theology include: 

i) An ______________________ collection of biblical truth 

ii) An ______________________ synthesis and summation of biblical doctrine 

iii) An ______________________ to take the gospel to the ends of the earth 

iv) A _______________________ of truth for expositional preaching and teaching 
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v) A scriptural _______________ for Christian behavior in the church, the home, and 

the world 

vi) A _______________________ of biblical doctrine against false teaching 

vii) A biblical _________________ to ethical and social malpractice in the world 

k) Systematic theology can be limited by the following factors: 

i) The ___________________ of the Bible on a particular topic (Deut. 29:29) 

ii) A theologian’s __________________ knowledge/understanding of the entire Bible (2 

Pet. 3:16) 

iii) The _______________________ of human language (1 Cor. 2:13-14) 

iv) The _______________________ of the human mind (Rom. 11:33-35) 

v) The ________________ of spiritual discernment/growth (1 Cor. 3:1-3) 


