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HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION –VERSE 1

How a firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!

What more can He say than to you he hath said,

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?



HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION –VERSE 2

Fear not! I am with thee; O be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.



HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION –VERSE 3

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design

Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.



HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION –VERSE 4

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose; 

I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,

I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake! 



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 1 – 2 Tim. 3:16

o “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;…” (NASB)

o “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness,…” (ESV)



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 1 – 2 Tim. 3:17 (Bonus Round)

o “…so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every 

good work.” (NASB)

o “…that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 

good work.” (ESV)



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Bonus Topic: Dynamic Equivalence (2 Tim. 3:16-17)

o “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,…” (NIV)

o “…so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped

for every good work.” (NIV)



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 1 – 2 Tim. 3:16-17

o “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 

righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, 

equipped for every good work.” (NASB)



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 2 – 2 Tim. 2:15

o “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a 

workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately 

handling the word of truth.” (NASB)

o “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 

worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the 

word of truth.” (ESV)



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 2 – 2 Tim. 2:15

o “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a 

workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately 

handling the word of truth.” (NASB)



WHY TO KNOW THE BIBLE

 Five reasons why to know the Bible:

1. To be approved by God.

2. To grow in salvation.

3. To avoid sinning against God.

4. To produce reverence for God.

5. To light our path and guide us.



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

 Five ways to know the Bible:

1. Hear the Bible

2. Read the Bible

3. Study the Bible

4. Memorize the Bible

5. Meditate on the Bible
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HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

1. Hearing the Bible involves:

a. …God giving us ears to hear.

b. …hearing it preached accurately.

c. …hearing it read out loud.

d. …hearing it taught accurately.

e. …sharing and discussing it.

f. …singing it from our hearts.



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

2. Reading the Bible involves:

a. …God giving us eyes to see.

b. …reading it daily, individually, and privately.

c. …reading it corporately, and publicly.

d. …reading it according to a reading plan.

e. …displaying it as a reminder.



HOW “NOT” 

TO KNOW THE 

BIBLE



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

3. Studying the Bible involves:

a. Preparation

b. Observation

c. Interpretation

d. Application

e. Repetition



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

a. Preparation – Pray before, during, and after you read or study.

i. “(1) In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting 

on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe 

filling the temple. (2) Seraphim stood above Him, each having 

six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 

covered his feet, and with two he flew. (3) And one called 

out to another and said, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of 

hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.’



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

a. Preparation – Pray before, during, and after you read or study.

i. …(4) And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the 

voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling 

with smoke. (5) Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! 

Because I am a man of unclean lips,  and I live among a 

people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the 

LORD of hosts.” – Isaiah 6:1-3



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

a. Preparation – Pray before, during, and after you read or study.

i. “Open my eyes, that I may behold wonderful things from 
Your Law.” – Psalm 119:18 (NASB)

ii. “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be 
given to him.” – James 1:5 (NASB)

iii. “…ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will 
in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,..” – Col. 1:9b



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

b. Observation – Ask good questions and look for specific clues.

i. Who? What? Where? When?

ii. Key words, key subjects, commands, warnings, etc.

iii. Study Exercise on Mat. 6:33:

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all 

these things will be added to you.”



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

b. Observation – Gaps to bridge.

i. Language gap.

ii. Cultural gap.

iii. Geography gap.

iv. History gap.



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

c. Interpretation – Ask and answer interpretive questions to 

understand the meaning of Scripture.

i. What is the importance of words, phrases, dates, etc.?

ii. What was the writer intending to say to his audience?

iii. What is the context of verses before and after?

iv. Use commentaries, concordances, dictionaries, etc.



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

c. Interpretation – Principles of interpretation:

i. Literal principle – the normal, natural sense.

ii. Historical principle – audience, events, dates, etc.

iii. Grammatical principle – parts of speech, sentence, etc.

iv. Synthesis principle – consistency and transparency.



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

c. Interpretation – Errors to avoid:

i. Don’t make a point at the price of a proper interpretation.

ii. Don’t interpret superficially or superfluously.

iii. Don’t spiritualize your interpretation.



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

d. Application – Scripture’s effect on your life.

i. Is there a truth to believe about God or doctrine?

ii. Is there a command to obey or promise to claim?

iii. Is there an example or principle to follow?

iv. Is there a sin to forsake or a stumbling block to avoid?

e. Repetition – Reviewing repeatedly and discovering the meaning.



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

4. Memorization – Treasuring God’s Word in our hearts.

a. Memorization can be helpful and harmful.

b. Memorization is good when understood and applied.

c. Memorize with a purpose for worship and change.

d. Memorization is a great tool for teaching children.

e. Memorization is essential to biblical counseling.



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

“Meditation…is a holy exercise of the mind whereby we bring 

the truths of God to remembrance, and do seriously ponder 

upon them and apply them to ourselves…it is the soul’s 

retiring of itself so that, by a serious and solemn thinking upon 

God, the heart may be raised up to heavenly affections.”        

– Thomas Watson



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

5. Meditation – Prayerful reflection on Scripture with a view 

toward understanding and obedience to God.  

a. Meditating on God and His Word is proportionate to our 

delight in God and His Word.

b. Whatever emanates from our hearts reveals that which 

fills our hearts.

c. Meditation requires commitment and consistent practice.



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

5. Subjects for Meditation:

a. Overcoming sin and temptation.

b. Foolishness and consequences of sin.

c. Finding grace and help in God.

d. God’s glorious nature and attributes.

e. God’s works and providential dealings.

f. Eternity and the certainty of death.

g. Glories of heaven and reality of hell.



HOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE

5. Obstacles for Meditation:

a. Self-pity and a high view of self.

b. Disorganization and competing priorities.

c. Laziness and lack of self-control.

d. Feelings of guilt and discomfort.

e. Living for self and passing pleasures.

f. Distractions of entertainment and ungodly friends.



RESOURCES

 Evangelical Hermeneutics, Robert Thomas

 Grasping God’s Word, Duvall and Hayes

 God’s Battle Plan for the Mind, David Saxton

 Grace to You, www.gty.org John MacArthur

 How to Study the Bible, John MacArthur

 MacArthur Study Bible, John MacArthur

http://www.gty.org/


THANK YOU

The LORD bless you, 

and keep you; 

The LORD make His face 

shine on you,

And be gracious to you;

The LORD lift up His 

countenance on you,

And give you peace.

-Numbers 6:24-26


