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1) Question: What is theology? 

a) Answer: Theology is literally, a word about God. 

 

2) Question: What is Christian theology?  

a) Answer: Christian theology is the study of the divine revelation in the Bible, which has 

God as its centerpiece, God’s Word as its source, and godliness as its aim.  

 

3) Question: Why study theology? 

a) Answer:  

i) To ascertain the character of God in its aspect towards us. 

ii) To contemplate the display of His attributes in His works and dispensations. 

iii) To discover His designs toward man in his original and present state. 

iv) To know this mighty Being, as far as He may be known, [which] is the noblest aim of 

the human understanding. 

 

v) To learn our duty to Him, the means of enjoying His favor, the hopes which we are 

authorized to entertain, and the wonderful expedient by which our fallen race is 

restored to purity and happiness. 

 

vi) To love Him, the most worthy exercise of our affections. 

vii) To serve Him, the most honorable and delightful purpose to which we can devote our 

time and talents. 

 

4) Question: What is systematic theology? 

a) Answer: Systematic theology is the orderly bringing together of words about God on a 

theme or topic from the completed canon of Scripture in an organized fashion. 

 

5) Question: What are some benefits of systematic theology? 

 

a) Answer:  

 

i) An unabridged collection of biblical truth 

 

ii) An orderly synthesis and summation of biblical doctrine 

 

iii) An imperative to take the gospel to the ends of the earth 
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iv) A repository of truth for expositional preaching and teaching 

 

v) A scriptural basis for Christian behavior in the church, the home, and the world 

 

vi) A defense of biblical doctrine against false teaching 

 

vii) A biblical response to ethical and social malpractice in the world 

 

6) What factors can limit systematic theology? 

i)   The silence of the Bible on a particular topic (Deut. 29:29) 

ii)   A theologian’s partial knowledge/understanding of the entire Bible (2 Pet. 3:16) 

iii)  The inadequacy of human language (1 Cor. 2:13-14) 

iv)  The finiteness of the human mind (Rom. 11:33-35) 

v)   The lack of spiritual discernment/growth (1 Cor. 3:1-3) 

7) Question: What are some presuppositions (things assumed or concluded from Scripture) of 

systematic theology? 

 

a) The existence of the God of the Bible and His perfections (Heb 11:6) 

 

b) God as the source of all meaning of Himself and the universe (1 Cor 2:6-16) 

 

c) The accurate and sufficient revelation of God by the Scriptures (2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 1:3-

4, 20-21) 

 

d) The total depravity of unregenerate man (Rom 1:19-21; 3:10-11; 8:7-8; Eph 2:1-3; 1 Cor 

2:14; 12:3; John 6:44, 64) 

 

e) Man as a rational, personal creature, able to receive, understand, and transmit linguistic 

communication 

 

f) The spiritual endowments of regenerate man which include the capacity to know spiritual 

truth because of fellowship (mystical union) with the Triune God (1 Cor 1:9; 1 John 1:3) 

and the Holy Spirit's illumination of the human mind (1 Cor 2:13-14 with Eph 4:17-19, 

23) 
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g) Because of the noetic (mental) effects of the fall of Adam, we are unable to comprehend 

(know the inner connections and relations of), approve, and welcome Divine truth apart 

from Divine renewal and illumination of the mind 

 

h) True theology as the product of inner illumination by God the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:11-15) 

 

8) Question: What are the categories of systematic theology and their definitions? 

a) Answer: 

 

i) Bibliology – The doctrine of inspiration, inerrancy, authority, and canonicity of the 

Bible 

 

ii) Theology Proper – The doctrine of the existence and being of God 

 

iii) Christology – The doctrine of the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

iv) Pneumatology – The doctrine of the person and work of the Holy Spirit 

 

v) Anthropology – The doctrine of humanity 

 

vi) Hamartiology – The doctrine of sin 

 

vii) Soteriology – The doctrine of salvation 

 

viii) Angelology – The doctrine of holy angels, Satan, and fallen angels 

 

ix) Ecclesiology – The doctrine of the church, universal and local 

 

x) Eschatology – The doctrine concerning biblical predictive prophecy 

 

9) Question: What is biblical doctrine? 

 

a) Answer: Biblical doctrine is teaching from Scripture that is authoritative. All Scripture is 

“doctrinal” (Deut. 32:2; Mat. 7:28-29). 

 

10) Question: What are some implications of sound biblical doctrine? 

 

a) Answer:  

 

i) It exposes and confronts sin and false doctrine (1 Tim. 1:8-11). 

 

ii) It marks a good servant of Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 4:6). 
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iii) It conforms to godliness (1 Tim. 6:3; Titus 2:10). 

 

iv) It is a basic qualification for eldership (Titus 1:9). 

 

11) Question: What are some wrong ideas about doctrine? 

a) Answer:  

 

i) Right doctrine automatically leads to godliness. 

 

ii) Christianity is life, not doctrine. 

 

iii) Doctrine is irrelevant to life. 

 

iv) Doctrine divides (negatively). 

 

12) Question: What is the relationship between sound doctrine and saintly living? 

 

a) Answer: Scripture emphasizes purity of doctrine and purity of life. Right belief is 

fundamental for right living. Wrong belief brings about wrong living. 

 

13) Question: What should the Christian life be composed of in general? 

 

a) Answer:  A life in Christ should include devotion, doctrine, and doxology – the heart’s 

devotion to the biblical God, the mind’s pursuit of the biblical doctrine of God, and the 

entire being’s surrender to doxology (Heb. 12:1-2). Sound doctrine properly understood 

and applied should always lead to us to praise God (1 Cor. 10:31). 


