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Key Elements of Character 
Pride vs Humility 

 
A. Pride 

 
1. Pride defined biblically 

 
Stuart Scott’s definition of pride— 

 
The mindset of self (a master’s mindset rather than that of a servant): a focus on self 
and the service of self, a pursuit of self-recognition and self-exaltation, and a desire to 
control and use all things for self.1 

 
 2. Biblical terms for pride 
 

Old Testament Terms   New Testament Terms 
Arrogance       Boastful 

  Haughtiness      Arrogance 
  Majestic       Haughtiness 
  Swelling       Puffed up 
  Lofty 

Lifted up 
 
3. Pride is rooted in self-worship 

 
  Pride seeks to have first place in everything. 
 

4. The epidemic nature of pride 
 
 Pride is common to man. No one is exempt. 
 

Stuart Scott— 
 

The question is not, ‘Do I have it?’ but, ‘Where is it?’ and ‘How much of it do I have?’2 
 
5. Notable biblical examples of prideful persons 
 

Satan (Gen. 3:1-5). 
King Uzziah (2 Chron. 26:1-21). 
Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4:28-33). 
The proud Pharisee (Luke 18:10-12): 

                                                           
1 Stuart Scott, From Pride to Humility, a Biblical Perspective (Bemidji: Focus, 2002), p. 6. 
2 Scott. IBID., p. 2. 
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King Saul (1 Sam. 18:7-9) 
King Herod (Acts 12) 
Diotrophes (3 John 9) 

 
6. Different manifestations of pride 
 

• Boastfulness (1 Cor. 5:6) 
• A bloated self-assessment (Acts 8:9) 
• Despising (disdain for) others (1 Sam. 17:42; Luke 18:10-12) 
• Ingratitude (2 Chron. 32:25) 
• Unbiblical competitiveness (1 Cor. 3:3-4) 

 
Stuart Scott identifies thirty manifestations of pride in his booklet From Pride to 
Humility, including the following: 

 
• Complaining against or passing judgment on God 
• A lack of gratitude in general 
• Anger 
• Seeing yourself as better than others 
• Being focused on the lack of your gifts and abilities 
• Perfectionism 
• Talking too much 
• Talking too much about yourself 
• Being consumed with what others think 
• Being unteachable 
• Being defensive or blame-shifting 
• Voicing preferences or opinions when not asked 
• Using others 
• Using attention-getting tactics 

 
7. Biblical warnings against pride 

 
Proverbs 8:13 (ESV): 13 The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and 
the way of evil and perverted speech I hate.  

 
Proverbs 16:5 (ESV): 5 Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the 
LORD; be assured, he will not go unpunished.  
 
Proverbs 16:18 (ESV): 18 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a 
fall.  

 
Proverbs 26:12 (ESV): 12 Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more 
hope for a fool than for him.  
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Proverbs 29:23 (ESV): 23 One’s pride will bring him low, but he who is lowly in spirit 
will obtain honor.  

 
Isaiah 13:11 (ESV): 11 I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their 
iniquity; I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant, and lay low the pompous pride 
of the ruthless.  

 
1 Peter 5:5 (ESV): 5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe 
yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud 
but gives grace to the humble.”  

 
8. Implications for biblical discipleship 
 

As disciple-makers, we must be aware of our own blind spots. 
 
A proud disciple-maker is an ineffective disciple-maker (Luke 6:39). 

 
A proud disciple-maker is not beyond stumbling (Gal. 6:1-3). 

 
A disciple-maker must be able to understand how pride contributes to a 
disciple/counselee’s reluctance to: 
 
• Repent of sin 
• Trust and obey God 
• Make lifestyle changes 

 
9. Conclusion 
 

Pride is found in every human heart. It is considered the root of all other evils. We are 
strongly warned by God to kill it when we spot it in our own heart, or when it is 
lovingly pointed out to us by others. 
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B. Humility 
 
1. Humility defined biblically 
 

Stuart Scott’s definition of humility— 
 
The mindset of Christ (a servant’s mindset): a focus on God and others, a pursuit of 
the recognition and the exaltation of God, and a desire to glorify and please God in all 
things and by all things he is given. 3 

 
Wayne Mack’s definition of humility— 
 
Humility, then, consists in an attitude wherein we recognize our own insignificance 
and unworthiness before God and attribute to Him the supreme honor, praise, 
prerogatives, rights, privileges, worship, devotion, authority, submission, and 
obedience that He alone deserves. It also involves a natural and habitual tendency to 
think and behave in a manner that appropriately expresses this attitude.4 

 
2. Biblical terms for humility 
 

Old Testament Terms   New Testament Terms 
Being wretched     Gentleness 

 Being needy      Meekness 
 Bowing low      Servile 
 Crouching down    Yielding 
  
3. Humility is an “endangered” virtue 
  

Stuart Scott— 
 

Humility is so rare because it is unnatural to man. Only a Christian who has he Spirit of 
God can learn genuine humility. Just as pride is the root of every evil,  humility is the 
root of every virtue.5 

 
4. Notable biblical examples of humble persons 
 

Christ (Matt. 11:29). 
Abraham (Gen. 13). 
Moses (Numbers 11:3). 
John the Baptist (Luke 3:16). 

                                                           
3 Scott. IBID., p. 18. 
4 Wayne A. Mack with Joshua Mack, Humility—the forgotten virtue (Phillipsburg: P & R Publishing, 2005), p. 26. 
5 Scott, IBID., p. 15. 
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Mary, the mother of Jesus (Luke 1:38). 
The tax collector who beat his breast (Luke 18:13). 
The Apostle Paul (1 Tim. 1:15; Eph. 3:8). 

 
5. Different manifestations of humility 

 
Stuart Scott identifies twenty-four manifestations of humility in his booklet From Pride 
to Humility, including the following: 

 
• Recognizing and trusting God’s character. 
• Seeing yourself as having no right to question or judge  
• Almighty and Perfect God. 
• Focusing on Christ. 
• Being gentle and patient. 
• Having an accurate view of your gifts and abilities. 
• Being a good listener. 
• Being gladly submissive to those in authority. 
• Being thankful for criticism or reproof. 
• Having a teachable spirit. 
• Repenting of sin as a way of life. 

 
6. Biblical exhortations to be humble 
 

Proverbs 18:12 (ESV): 12  Before destruction a man’s heart is haughty, but humility 
comes before honor.  

 
Ephesians 4:1–2 (ESV): 4I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,  

 
Philippians 2:3 (ESV): 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves.  
 
Colossians 3:12 (ESV): 12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,  
 
1 Peter 5:6 (ESV): 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so 
that at the proper time he may exalt you,  

 
7. Implications for biblical discipleship 
 

Humility is necessary for true change. 
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Personal humility is a key character quality for disciple-makers. 
 

Personal humility reinforces the truth that a disciple-maker is not superior to his or 
her disciple/counselee (Phil. 2:3-4; Rom. 12:3). 

 
Personal humility enables a disciple-maker to depend on God and not on himself or 
herself (Ps. 37:5; Prov. 3:5-6). 

 
7. Conclusion 

 
Disciple-makers must be vigilant to emulate the meekness, humility and tenderness of 
Christ as we come along side those whom God has called us to help. 

 
C. How to Crush Pride and Cultivate Humility 
 

1. Become a true disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 

God-honoring humility is reserved only for those indwelt by the Spirit of God (Rom. 8:9). 
 

Humility can be practiced or mimicked by non-believers, but only a true disciple of Jesus 
Christ can demonstrate Christ-exalting humility (Rom. 8:8). 

 
2. Identify manifestations of pride in your own life through a sober-minded self-
assessment (Lam. 3:40) (See Appendix 1). 

 
3. Ask God for his cleansing forgiveness (1 John 1:9). 

 
4. Ask God to help you change (1 John 5:14; Heb. 4:16). 

 
5. Renew your mind with God’s life-transforming truth (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23; Col. 3:10). 

 
6. Replace manifestations of pride in your life with righteous alternatives (Eph. 4:22-24; 
Col. 3:9-10). 
 
This is what it means to walk by the Spirit and not gratify the desires of the flesh (Gal. 
5:16). 
 
7. Repeat Steps 2 through 6. 
 
This is what it means to practice righteousness (1 John; 1:29; Phil. 4:9; 2 Pet. 1:10). 
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Appendix 1 
Manifestations of Pride in My Life 

A Sample Self-Assessment 
 
1. When do I tend to become boastful? 
 
2. What is one area in my life I may have an exaggerated sense of personal ability or 
accomplishment? 
 
3a. When I inwardly disrespect someone, what am I thinking about them? 
 
3b. What is going on in my own heart that causes this? 
 
4a. When do I tend to be ungrateful? 
 
4b. Biblically, why do I do this? 
 
5. When do I tend to become unbiblically competitive? 
 
6. When do I tend to complain? 
 
7. When do I tend to be perfectionistic? 
 
8. When do I tend to legalistically judge others? 
 
9. What is one area where I struggle with not being teachable? 
 
10. What is one subtle attention-getting device I must stop using? 
 
11. What is one thing I can do to speak less and listen more? 
 
12. What is one thing I can do to think of myself less? 


