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How then shall we (the Church) respond? 
 
Resources: 

1) The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert by Rosaria Champagne Butterfield (actually any book 
by her is fantastic). Good Q&A podcast with her: https://leadership.lifeway.com/2019/01/22/5lq-
episode-309-rosaria-butterfield/ 
2) God and the Transgender Debate by Andrew T. Walker (Forwarded by Dr. Mohler) 
3) Spectacular Sins by John Piper 
4) Faces of Evil by John Feinberg 
5) How Long O Lord? by D.A. Carson 
6) Greg Morse (Desiring God Article): https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/play-the-man-you-are 
7) Jason (JBMW): https://cbmw.org/topics/transgenderism/jbmw-21-1-confronting-the-
transgender-storm-new-covenant-reflections-from-deuteronomy-225/ 
8) Passions of the Heart: Biblical Counsel for Stubborn Sexual Sins by Dr. John Street 

 
Let’s talk about how we respond… 

 
 “The integrity of our relationships matters more than the boldness of our words.” 

-Rosaria Butterfield, The secret thoughts of an unlikely convert (p. 48) 
 
Rosaria makes an interesting point here. Note that she says, “our words.” She is not 
referring to “the word of God.” Rather, she is referring to all the other things we say to 
people we interact with. She means that, “if we have not love…” then our integrity in a 
relationship is at risk… 

 
Key Passage 

 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my 
body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; 
love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
 

The Response Starts with you! 
 

Do you know if you are saved? Do you believe? Do you have the Spirit of God dwelling in 
you? 
 

https://leadership.lifeway.com/2019/01/22/5lq-episode-309-rosaria-butterfield/
https://leadership.lifeway.com/2019/01/22/5lq-episode-309-rosaria-butterfield/
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/play-the-man-you-are
https://cbmw.org/topics/transgenderism/jbmw-21-1-confronting-the-transgender-storm-new-covenant-reflections-from-deuteronomy-225/
https://cbmw.org/topics/transgenderism/jbmw-21-1-confronting-the-transgender-storm-new-covenant-reflections-from-deuteronomy-225/
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If not… fear will control you…  
 
If not… bad company will corrupt your good morals (1 Cor. 15:33) 
 
But if you are, then the “perfect love,” of God, “casts out fear” (1 John 4:18). 
 
Also, read and meditate on these passages… 
 

1 Peter 1:13-25; 3:8 – 4:19 
 
Philippians 2:3-11 

 
Philippians 4:4-9 

 
Key Initial Response 

 
PRAY AND ASK QUESTIONS!! 
 

What’s the goal?  
Sharing the gospel, or reminding of the gospel, in hope that God will lead them, away 
from rejecting Jesus, to faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior of their Soul. 

 
After salvation, when the Spirit begins to work, then they will sin less, or stop 
committing the deeds of sin as their allegiance changes and God sanctifies them 
(remember last week’s lesson). 
 

Note: Romans 10:12-17 
 
What is the gospel? 
 

“That Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.” 1 Cor. 15:3-8 

 
Five areas to look at: 

1. CHURCH 
 
a. What do I mean my “church”? 

 
The word “church” meant something much broader than just meeting at the same 
building, or just a building. The term for “church” in the New Testament actually 
meant “assembly.” So when we say church, we mean, “Whenever the body of Christ 
assemble together… for whatever purpose.” 
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b. In General… 
 
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the 
word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 
with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people 
will not endure sound teaching. But having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions and will 
turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for 
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 2 Timothy 4:1-5 

 
Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 
leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another 
every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have come to share in Christ, 
if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. Hebrews 3:12-14 

 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.  Colossians 3:15-16 
 
Be at peace among yourselves. And we urge you, brothers, admonish the 
idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all. 
See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to 
one another and to everyone.  1 Thessalonians 5:13-15  

 
c. If one calls themselves a believer and actually living in sin, and refuses to change: 1 

Corinthians 5, Matt. 18:15-17 
 

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a 
kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s 
wife. And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who 
has done this be removed from among you.  1 Corinthians 5:1-2 

 
If one continues to live in sin but keeps attending, whether they call themselves a 
believer or not, the elders of our church will ask them to leave. Only after much 
patience and time of calling them to repentance. 

 
 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some 
measure—not to put it too severely—to all of you. For such a one, this 
punishment by the majority is enough, so you should rather turn to 
forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.   
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2 Corinthians 2:5-7 
 
Also: Matthew 18:15-20 

 
2. HOME 

 
Questions to be asking your spouse and children: 

1. How are your devotions? 
2. What is God teaching you? 
3. In your own words, what is the gospel? 
4. Is there a specific sin you’re aware of that you need my help defeating? 
5. Are you more aware of my encouragement or my criticism? 
6. What’s daddy most passionate about? 
7. Do I act the same at church as I do when I’m at home? 
8. Are you aware of my love for you? 
9. Is there any way I’ve sinned against you that I’ve not repented of? 
10. Do you have any observations for me? 
11. How am I doing as a dad? 
12. How have Sunday’s sermons impacted you? 
13. Does my relationship with mom make you excited to be married? 
14. On top of these things, with my older kids, I’m always inquiring about their 

relationship with their friends and making sure God and his gospel are the 
center of those relationship. And I look for every opportunity to praise their 
mother and increase their appreciation and love for her. 
 

Source: https://havensc.wordpress.com/2007/10/03/14-spiritual-questions-to-ask-
your-children-pastor-rick-gamache/ 

 
3. WORKPLACE & COMMUNITY 
 

 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 
people— not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the 
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of 
the world. But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who 
bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or 
is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a 
one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside 
the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. “Purge the 
evil person from among you.” 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 

 
Key thing to remember: They are not believers. We cannot expect them to obey Christ’s 
commands because they are unable to do so. God will be the one to judge them.  
 
Remember: “God will bring every deed into judgment…” (Ecclesiastes 12:14) 
 
The goal: Is to create or have an opportunity to share the gospel and show love towards 
them. 

https://havensc.wordpress.com/2007/10/03/14-spiritual-questions-to-ask-your-children-pastor-rick-gamache/
https://havensc.wordpress.com/2007/10/03/14-spiritual-questions-to-ask-your-children-pastor-rick-gamache/
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How?  Where? 

Work, Through Hospitality (Invite them over for dinner, go to dinner, etc…), 
Social Programs, Schools, Public Activities, etc… 
 

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.  Hebrews 13:1 

 
Key Tip: It is easier to witness and love on them as individuals than in their like-minded 
group of people. There is something to be said about the phrase, “strength in numbers.” 

 
4. GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION 

 
VOTE!!! 

 
Object Lesson: Jesus served Judas Iscariot… 
 

Jesus included Judas as one of the twelve (Matt. 10:4; Luk. 22:3) 
 
Jesus allowed Judas to carry the money bag (John 12:6) 
 
Jesus washed Judas’ feet even after the devil entered Judas’ heart (John 13:1-11; Luke 
22:3) 
 
It is important to consider how Christ loved and included Judas, even though Jesus knew 
that Judas would never believe in him. Jesus treated Judas with love and care just like 
the rest of the disciples. He even gave Judas the same responsibilities and tasks. Yet 
Judas was never destined to believe!  
 
This should be telling about how we should behave towards those who are sinning. This 
does not mean they can be a part of the church (1 Cor. 5; Matt. 18:15-17). Nor does this 
mean that we should withhold gospel truth from their lives. 
 
This does mean however, that we should not prevent them from enjoying the things of 
this life outside the church body. Things that God has gifted to all of mankind. This also 
means that we should love them, and shed kindness on them, hoping that they will 
come to repentance. Just like God shows kindness on all. Which is meant to lead them 
to repentance (Rom. 2:4). 
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