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How Did We Get Adopted? 

 
1. Passage: Galatians 4:4-5: “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” 
 

2. Why was it neglected?  
a.  

“The majority of Reformed teachers followed their great textbook [Turretin] master in this sad omission, thus removing much of the central Biblical 
picture of family relationship from the theological curriculum. None can doubt that this narrowing down of the crucial relationship of redeemed 
humans to the Holy God into only forensic terms (crucial as the forensic element is to the Gospel) impacted the preaching of their students into a 
more legal, and less familial direction.”1 

b.  
“There has sometimes been a tendency in Protestant theology, especially in the [reformed] church, to lean too heavily on the doctrine of justification. 
This is understandable in view of the decisive importance of the doctrine at the Reformation. But the fullness of the gospel is too rich to be 
compressed into the framework of this doctrine alone. For when God extends his grace to us in Jesus Christ, he not only releases us from our guilt, he 
also receives us into his family; and the one thing cannot be separated from the other without the risk of serious misunderstanding. The doctrine of 
adoption is sufficiently important to merit treatment alongside the doctrine of justification.”2 

c.  
“When a heart hears–and believes, or half believes–that it is not the child of God by origin, from the first of its being, but may possibly be adopted 
into his family, its love sinks at once in a cold faint: where is its own father, and who is this that would adopt it? To myself, in the morning of 
childhood, the evil doctrine was a mist through which the light came struggling, a cloud-phantom of repellent mien–requiring maturer thought and 
truer knowledge to dissipate it.”3 

d.  
“Perhaps more than any other influence, the impact of biblical theology on systematic theology has demanded a reorientation of soteriology towards 
the concept of sonship. The doctrine may therefore be on the verge of a long-awaited reinstatement to the position it occupied in Calvin’s thought, 
one which pervades the whole ethos of the Christian life.”4 
 

3. Greco-Roman Context: What was the basis (process) for adoption in the first-century?  
 
 

4. Modern Adoption Processes: 
 
 

5. Divine Adoption: How did we get adopted by God? What was the basis for or process by which God adopted you?   
•  
•  
•  

 
6. John and Paul: 

• John 1:12, 13; 3:3; 3:6. 1 John 3:1; 3:2, 10; 3:9. John’s central concern is __________ and the ________ new birth, not 
adoption. Inner, spiritual rebirth is the only way a person can become a Christian. 

• Paul’s imagery underscores that we, who were at one-point alien to God’s family, are _________ God’s sons both 
_________ and __________ through union with Jesus Christ.  

• The end result is arguably similar in the broadest sense—believers are “children of God.” However, conflating them 
mixes two powerful metaphors and threatens to undermine both of them. They are not in conflict. But… 

 
7. Language:  

•  
•  
•  
•  
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