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CIHI Lesson 8-9 – October 21, 2018 

Hearing and Doing 
 

“This effect of illuminated truth upon the heart of a believer is the essence of revival. When the 
Holy Spirit reveals the glory of God to him, the believer’s response is always, “This is right; I must 
believe it! This is beautiful; I must praise it! This is compelling; I must do it! A man moved in this 
manner by which he is seeing of God is being revived, and others cannot help noticing the profound 
change. Those around hm see the light as shining before men, that they see his good works, and glorify 
his Father which is in heaven” (MT. 5:16) The change in him is the direct work of the Spirit of God upon 
the soul of a man who is seeking God in His Word. (152-3) 
 
GOALS for this our lives: 
Jim Berg - This book will result in our “having a _______   _________ for our God and will be enabled 
by ______ ________ to have a godly impact in this darkening age that precedes the imminent return of 
our blessed Lord”.(p. x).   
 
Help us understand “ that you cannot effectively help others change toward Christlikeness unless you 
adequately understand the basics of biblical change for yourself. You _____  _______a working 
knowledge of the doctrine of progressive sanctification and must , by God’s grace, be __________ it in 
your ______ _______.” (p. 17) 
 
Remind us that “God has called ________ __________  to a ministry of  ____________ with those 
around him, (p. 17). “Discipleship is helping another believer make biblical change toward 
Christlikeness.” (p.11) 
 
“Perhaps having an idea of how fundamental these principles of change and growth are to every 
___________  _____ of your life will increase your motivation to __________ them and ___________ 
them at every level of your God given responsibilities.” (p. 11) 

 
Chapter 8 – Searching for Wisdom 

       Let this ______ be in you, which was ______ in Christ Jesus (Philippians 2:5).  
       Significant Statement______________________________________________________ 

  
Chapter 9 – Walking in Wisdom 

       But be _________ of the word, and not hearers only, _________ your own selves (James 1:22).  
       Significant Statement _________________________________________________________ 

 
Implications outlined for us as we search for wisdom- 

1. Wisdom is found in the context of a ____________ ______ ______.; how the hearer responds 
to His words. They are words of the Living God “No  man can have a ‘take it or leave it’ attitude 
about anything God says without significantly affecting his relationship with Him. 
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2. What responses to His words will make a man wise. So clear: ________ ____ ______! “They 
are the primary disciplines of wisdom and thus, of a Christlike, renewed mind.”  These words 
must become ________  ___________ of a man’s heart to remain fertile soil for truth. 
 

3. Whether or not a man responds by hearing and doing will determine the usefulness of his life 
to God. The foolish man who ignores His words will come to a predictable result – uselessness. 
As it is with a house, so it is with man. Only as we respond to our Lord’s words hearing and 
doing will we have the stability to be ___________ to our Master.  

 
WISDOM – What is it, why is it important and how do we search for it?  
  Helicopter View – What it is not. It is not __________ why 

Dashboard View – What it is. It is ___________ what. “having God’s perspective about       what 
next response will honor Him while keeping us still usable to Him. 

 
“the goal of the Christian life is to stay on the path of usefulness to God, no matter 
what the circumstances. The person who does not hear and do is called useless and 
unstable. 
“a man who is unstable, up and down, and inconsistent is useless as a servant of 
God. (165) 
The Judgment Seat of Christ will be an examination of our usefulness or fruitfulness 
for God.(167). Christ is entitled to a full measure of usefulness from us (168) Our 
Lord is serious about our usefulness to Him. (168) 
Walking in wisdom, as the Bible defines it, is the only way for a man to be useful to 
God. We shall stand before him to give an account of our usefulness (168) 
This twofold responsibility is the foundation for usefulness in God’s plan for man. 
(169) 

 
The Path to Wisdom requires certain Disciplines 
 

What do we learn from this chart – page 170? 
_______________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is the goal? Ephesians 4:12-16 
 
ATTENTION-  
PR 3:5-6, 7, 2:1 This is the first issue to settle in gaining wisdom We must listen to God instead of our 
own heart.  
 
MEDITATION- 
We must also retain God’s words so we do not forget them. 
James 1:1-25 
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OBEDIENCE- 
It is the submissive response to the person of the Holy Spirit who has revealed the will of God to us 
through His word 
 
 
It means  saying YES to God and ____ to self (2 Cor 5:15) 
It means denying self instead of ___________ self. 
It means  pleasing God instead of __________ self (2 Cor 5:9) 
It means walking in the Spirit instead of ___________ the Spirit.  
It is way of wisdom instead of the way of the fool. 
 
“Perhaps the most dramatic evidence of headway in sanctification is that you no longer 
think so much about yourself. You are starting to do better when you are not 
preoccupied with ‘How well am I doing?’ (David Powlison). 

 
ENDURANCE- 
It is continued obedience to God even under pressure. 
 
GROWN-UP CHRISTIANITY- 
Grown up Christianity- 

It is not simply possessing more ____________ of Bible content or Bible principles. 

It is not merely replacing  ______ _______ with new ones of being and doing good. 

It is not becoming well-adjusted or recovering from some life-dominating ______ . 

Christlikeness is the manifestation of the ________ of God’s Spirit in the life of a believer beholding the 
glory of God.  

The result of the process we have been looking at in this book is a person who looks increasingly like 
Christ – the grown-up Christian. 
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The Cripplegate  

________________________________________ 

Are you becoming more or less of an encourager?  

Posted: 16 Oct 2018 12:01 AM PDT 

The Christian life is hard. 

I know I’m not shocking you right now, but it isn’t easy to be a Christian. We are constantly at war. 
Mainly against our own flesh (1 Peter 2:11), but the enemy is constantly prowling around like a roaring 
lion seeking who he might devour as well (1 Peter 5:8). 

On top of that, we live in a world filled with other selfish people. Most people around us are ensnared 
by the devil, captured by him to do his will (2 Tim. 2:26). They are viciously pursuing self-fulfillment, 
and most hate it when Christians speak up against sin. 

Most Christians are experiencing trials left and right. When we are not in a trial, we are either recently 
coming out of one or soon going to be experiencing one. Most young parents are overwhelmed with 
the responsibility of parenthood, some young people are struggling to find contentment in their 
current job or relationship status, some older parents are discouraged over their children or may be 
struggling in their marriage relationship and some seniors are struggling through coping with their 
failing bodies and so many other things. In other words, life is just plain hard. 

Sure, there are lots of joys, and complaining is silly considering that we deserve hell, but because we 
live in the flesh and because Heaven sometimes feels so far away, it isn’t easy to cope with our lives. 

So what do we do? How do we thrive throughout these difficulties? 

Well, one way, the writer of Hebrews says, is by surrounding ourselves with believers who encourage 
us. He says in Hebrews 10:25, 

“Not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

This is the famous don’t skip church verse but listen, we must remember that if we are going to enter 
into the Sunday morning assembly together, we must bring our encouragement hat with us. 

That’s what the people around us need, and that’s what we need. 

What’s fascinating about this verse is that our encouragement should increase as time goes on. The 
writer says that it should increase all the more as the day of the Lord’s return nears. 
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That means that next Sunday you should be a little more encouraging than the week before. And even 
more then next Sunday, and even more the Sunday after that. 

Sometimes the opposite is true. As we get more comfortable around each other, and as we get more 
comfortable in a certain place, we tend to become more critical. We quickly blow things out of 
proportion and end up growing in our discouragement of others. But the writer of Hebrews is looking 
at his contemporaries of the first century and telling them to grow in their encouragement. 

Here we are two thousand years later and the question must be asked, how we are doing with our 
encouragement? We are two thousand years closer to the Lord’s return, so that means we should be 
significantly more encouraging towards one another. 

The church must be an oasis for the true Christian! You must be such a great encouragement that you 
become a breath of fresh air for those who speak to you. Of course, we should confront sin and push 
people towards holiness, but when people talk to us they should feel like we care about them and, 
more importantly, their soul. 

Sadly, as life goes on and as time goes on, we can tend to become crankier and less thankful for our 
salvation, but the writer of Hebrews calls us to be different. 

So, the question for you today is, would people around you think of you as an encourager? Do they 
walk away from a conversation with you spiritually enriched and closer to Christ? Do you have a 
selfless mindset when you come to church? 

It is imperative that we adopt this mindset and that, even as times get more and more hostile towards 
true believers, we learn to grow in our encouragement for the sake of our own good and the good of 
others. And by the way, when unbelievers visit and hear about the way we love and encourage each 
other, the Bible says that they will become jealous (in a good way) and some will even become 
christians! 

The church should be the most encouraging place on earth, and it all starts with you. 
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Five Significant Statements  

Take Time to Reflect 
Chapter _____ 

A. Write out five significant statements from this chapter. 

1. 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

From Changed into His Image by Jim Berg (pp. 295-296) 
©1999 BJU Press. Limited license to copy granted on copyright page. 
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B. Write out your answers to the Take Time to Reflect questions for this chapter. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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