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BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE

Before the throne of God above

I have a strong and perfect plea

A great High Priest whose name is love

Who ever lives and pleads for me



BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE

My name is graven on His hands

My name is written on His heart

I know that while in heav’n He stands

No tongue can bid me thence depart

No tongue can bid me thence depart



BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE

When Satan tempts me to despair

And tells me of the guilt within

Upward I look and see Him there

Who made an end of all my sin



BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE

Because the sinless Savior died

My sinful soul is counted free

For God the Just is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me

To look on Him and pardon me



BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE

Behold Him there, the risen Lamb

My perfect spotless Righteousness

The great unchangeable I AM

The King of glory and of grace



BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE

One with Himself, I cannot die

My soul is purchased by His blood

My life is hid with Christ on high

With Christ my Savior and my God

With Christ my Savior and my God



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse(s) from Lesson I – Introduction to the Bible                    

2 Tim. 3:16-17 (NASB)

o “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that 

the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 

work.”



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 2 – How to Know the Bible                          

2 Tim. 2:15 (NASB)

o “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman 

who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the 

word of truth.”



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 3 – God: His Character and Attributes          

1 Chron. 29:11 (NASB)

o “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory 

and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the 

heavens and the earth;  Yours is the dominion, O Lord, and You 

exalt Yourself as head over all.”



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 3 – God: His Character and Attributes          

1 Chron. 29:11 (NASB)

o “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory 

and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the 

heavens and the earth;  Yours is the dominion, O Lord, and You 

exalt Yourself as head over all.”



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 4 – The Person of Jesus Christ                             

John 1:1, 14 (NASB)

o “(1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God…(14) and the Word became flesh, 

and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only 

begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 5 – The Work of Jesus Christ                     

1 Cor. 15:3-4 (NASB)

o “(3) For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received,, that Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, (4) and that He was buried, and that He was raised 

on the third day according to the Scriptures,…”



MEMORY VERSE(S)

 Verse from Lesson 6 – Salvation                                          

Eph. 2:8-10 (NASB)

o “(8) For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 

not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; (9) not as a result of 

works, so that no one may boast. (10) For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”



SALVATION: DEPRAVITY

 “(1) And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, (2) in 

which you formerly walked according to the course of this 

world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the 

spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. (3) 

Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, 

indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 

nature children of wrath, even as the rest.” – Eph. 2:1-3



SALVATION: DEPRAVITY

 “Total depravity does not mean that man is void of any quality 

pleasing to man or that every person is as bad as he or she 

can be. However, it does mean that every part of man is 

tainted by sin (motives, actions, desires, etc.).  Therefore, men 

are slaves to sin, totally separated from God, and in a 

condition in which it is impossible to please God.”



SALVATION: DEPRAVITY

 Because man is dead spiritually and incapable of doing anything to 
bring himself to life, spiritually, only God can bring man to life, 
spiritually, and give him salvation.

 Correctly understanding this truth results in recognizing that 
salvation is exclusively a work of God, and in glorifying God 
most through the miracle of salvation.

 Determine your understanding of this truth by evaluating if your 
reaction to the above statement is one of praising God or insisting 
that man participates with God.



SALVATION: PROCESS

 “(28) And we know that God causes all things to work 

together for good to those who love God, to those who are 

called according to His purpose. (29) For those whom He

foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 

image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among 

many brethren; (30) and these whom He predestined, He also 

called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these 

whom He justified, He also glorified.” – Rom. 8:28-30



SALVATION: PROCESS

 “(28) And we know that God causes all things to work 

together for good to those who love God, to those who are 

called according to His purpose. (29) For those whom He 

foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 

image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among 

many brethren; (30) and these whom He predestined, He also 

called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these 

whom He justified, He also glorified.” – Rom. 8:28-30



SALVATION: PROCESS

 Predestined – to mark out, appoint, choose or determine

beforehand who will be saved. 

 Called – His effectual calling, or His drawing to Himself all 

those He has chosen for salvation. 

 Justified – A legal term that comes from the Greek word for 

“righteous” and means “to declare righteous.”

 Glorified – To become perfect and complete in Christ.



SALVATION: PROCESS

 “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 

glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 

from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”                

– 2 Cor. 3:18

 When we believers are finally glorified, it means that we have 

become as much like Christ as a human being can be and we 

radiate His glory perfectly, unobstructed by sin, and with our 

entire being. 



SALVATION: PURPOSE

 “(3) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 

Christ, (4) just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 

(5) He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ 

to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, (6) to the 

praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us 

in the Beloved.” – Eph. 1:3-6



SALVATION: PURPOSE

 “Intellectually harmonizing the sovereignty of God and the 

responsibility of man is impossible humanly, but perfectly 

resolved in the infinite mind of God.” – John MacArthur



SALVATION: PURPOSE

 “(14) What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is 

there? May it never be! (15) For He says to Moses, ‘I will have 

mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on 

whom I have compassion.’ (16) So then it does not depend 

on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God 

who has mercy. (17) For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘For 

this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in 

you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the 

whole earth.’” – Rom. 9:14-17



SALVATION: PURPOSE

 “(18) So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He 

hardens whom He desires. (19) You will say to me then, ‘Why 

does He still find fault? For who resists His will?’ (20) On the 

contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to 

God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, ‘Why did you 

make me like this,’ will it? (21) Or does not the potter have a 

right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for 

honorable use and another for common use?” – Rom. 9:18-21



SALVATION: PURPOSE

 “(22) What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath 

and to make His power known, endured with much patience

vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? (23) And He did so 

to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, 

which He prepared beforehand for glory, (24) even us, whom 

He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among 

Gentiles.” – Rom. 9:22-23



SALVATION: RESPONSIBILITY

 “(16) For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, 

but have eternal life. (17) For God did not send the Son into 

the world to judge the world, but that the world might be 

saved through Him. (18) He who believes in Him is not 

judged; he who does not believe has been judged 

already, because he has not believed in the name of 

the only begotten Son of God.”



SALVATION: RESPONSIBILITY

 “Even though God is sovereign in choosing those who are to 

be saved, man is still responsible for his sin and rejection of 

Christ. These are two truths that create tension within us.”      

– John MacArthur



SALVATION: PROGRESSION

 God calls (Rom. 8:29-30)

 God draws (John 6:44)

 God convicts of sin (John 16:8-9)

 God grants repentance (2 Tim. 2:25; Acts 11:18)

 God gives faith to believe (2 Peter 1:1; Phil. 1:29; Eph. 2:8-9)

 God justifies (Rom. 4:25-5:1)

 God regenerates (Titus 3:5)

 God glorifies (Rom. 8:30; Phil. 3:20-21)



SALVATION: RESPONSE

 “(6) But the righteousness based on faith speaks as follows: ‘Do not 

say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ 

down), (7) or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ 

up from the dead).’ (8) But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, in 

your mouth and in your heart’ —that is, the word of faith which we are 

preaching,…” – Rom. 10:6-8



SALVATION: RESPONSE

 “…(9) that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe

in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; (10) 

for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and 

with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. (11) For the 

Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.’”         

– Rom. 10:9-11



SALVATION: RESPONSE

 “Unfortunately, those two aspects are often out of balance in evangelism 

and personal witnessing. When deliverance from sin and hell is made 

paramount, God’s gracious bestowal of His righteousness on believers is 

left in the shadows. Consequently, unbelievers who have been repeatedly 

asked by Christians, ‘Are you saved?’ might well give an ear to the 

gospel if they were asked instead, ‘Have you been made holy in 

Christ?’ On the other hand, when God’s love and grace are presented to 

the virtual exclusion of the need for salvation from sin and its judgment, 

cheapening of the gospel is almost inevitable.” – John MacArthur



SALVATION: RESPONSE

 Be prepared to spend 10-15 minutes of our class time next week sharing 

with one person a five-minute testimony of how you came to know the 

Lord, or how you have been made holy in Christ.



RESOURCES

 The Gospel According to Jesus, John MacArthur

 What is the Gospel?, Greg Gilbert

 Gospel Treason, Brad Bigney

 MacArthur Study Bible, John MacArthur

 Grace to You, www.gty.org John MacArthur

http://www.gty.org/


THANK YOU

The LORD bless you, 

and keep you; 

The LORD make His face 

shine on you,

And be gracious to you;

The LORD lift up His 

countenance on you,

And give you peace.

-Numbers 6:24-26


