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LESSON 3: GOD: HIS CHARACTER AND ATTRIBUTES 

Review: 

“What comes into our minds when we think about God 
is the most important thing about us.” – A.W. Tozer 

1) If I do not have a biblically accurate view of God, nothing else in my 
thinking and worldview can be accurate.  

2) Salvation is knowing God, and to know Him I need to have an 
accurate understanding of who He is.  

Attributes we covered: 
1) The Holiness of God 

2) The Righteousness and Justice of God 
3) The Eternality of God 
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The Immutability of God 

Refers to the fact that God does not change in His “essence, character, purpose, and promises.” 
 
  
Psalms 102:25-27: 
Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you will 
remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away, but you are the 
same, and your years have no end. 
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Does God repent?  
 
Gen. 6:6 

And the Lord regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 
Jon. 3:10: 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had 
said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 

1 Sam. 15:10-11: 
The word of the Lord came to Samuel: “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from 

following me and has not performed my commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the Lord 
all night. 
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Principles to use to help us understand 
 

a. Difficult passages should be interpreted in light of other clearer passages 
 

b. Passages which are found in historical narrative in Scripture should be interpreted in light 
of the didactic (instruction/teaching) passages (such as epistles)  
 

c. The Bible uses human ways to speak about God (anthropomorphism)  
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1 Sam. 15:29: 
And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret. 

James 1:17: 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there 

is no variation or shadow due to change. 
Mal. 3:6: 

For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
Heb. 6:17-18: 

So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his 
purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God 
to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 
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Num. 23:19: 
God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or 

has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? 

Heb. 1:10-12: 
And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will 
perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be 

changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.” 

Isa. 46:8-11: 
Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, remember the former things of old; for I am God, and 
there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things 
not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose… I have spoken, and I will bring it to 

pass; I have purposed, and I will do it. 
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The Love of God 

God is love. His love is unconditional; it is not based on the loveliness or merit of the object.  
 
1 John 3:1: 
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why 
the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
 
Rom. 5:8: 
but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
Eph. 2:4-5: 
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved 
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“From God’s other known attributes we may learn much about His love. We can know, 
for instance, that because God is self-existent, His love had no beginning; because He is 
eternal, His love can have no end; because He is infinite, it has no limit; because He is 
holy, it is the quintessence of all spotless purity; because He is immense, His love is an 

incomprehensible vast, bottomless, scoreless sea before which we kneel in joyful silence 
and from which the loftiest eloquence retreats confused and abashed.”  

– A.W. Tozer (The Knowledge of the Holy) 
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The Truth of God 

God is the only true God. He is the sole and absolute source of truth. If it contradicts anything in His word, 
it is not truth.  
  
John 14:6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
 
John 17:17 
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 
 
Psalms 25:5 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long. 
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The Mercy of God 

God’s great mercy is the practical expression of His compassion to those who have opposed His will.  
  
Titus 3:4-5 
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done 
by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, 
 
Lamentations 3:21-24 
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 
“therefore I will hope in him.”  
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The Omniscience of God 

God knows all things present and future. Nothing takes Him by surprise. 
  
Heb. 4:13: 
And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account. 
 
Prov. 15:3: 
The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. 
 
Job 28:24: 
For he looks to the ends of the earth and sees everything under the heavens. 
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The Omnipresence of God 

God is present everywhere. This is not pantheism, which is the thought that a transcendent “god” or 
higher being is a part of everything and in everything.   
  
Psalms 139:7-10: 
Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 
 
Jer. 23:24: 
Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and 
earth? declares the Lord.  
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The Omnipotence and the Sovereignty of God 

God is supreme in power, authority, rank, and position. He answers to no one.  
  
Jer. 32:17: 
‘Ah, Lord God! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched 
arm! Nothing is too hard for you. 
 
Psalms 115:3: 
Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. 
 
Isa. 45:23: 
By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word that shall not return: ‘To me every 
knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.’ 
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Daniel 4:34-35: 
 

At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to 
me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 
all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will 

among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or 
say to him, “What have you done?” 
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Duet. 32:39: 
See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; and 
there is none that can deliver out of my hand. 
 
Exod. 4:11: 
Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it 
not I, the Lord? 
 
2 Kings 17:25: 
And at the beginning of their dwelling there, they did not fear the Lord. Therefore the Lord sent lions among 
them, which killed some of them. 
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Lam. 3:37-38: 
Who has spoken and it came to pass, unless the Lord has commanded it? Is it not from the mouth of the Most 
High that good and bad come? Why should a living man complain, a man, about the punishment of his sins? 
 
Isa. 45:5-7: 
I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, that 
people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the Lord, and 
there is no other. I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the Lord, who 
does all these things. 
 
Job 42:1-2: 
Then Job answered the Lord and said: “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours 
can be thwarted.  
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