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Where does the Catholic Church believe 
authority is found? 

"It is clear therefore that, in the supremely wise arrangement of 
God, sacred Tradition, Sacred Scripture and the Magisterium of 
the Church are so connected and associated that one of them 
cannot stand without the others. Working together, each in its 

own way, under the action of the one Holy Spirit, they all 
contribute effectively to the salvation of souls."  - CCC 95 



What is Sacred Tradition? 

“This living transmission, accomplished in the Holy Spirit, is called Tradition, since it is distinct 
from Sacred Scripture, though closely connected to it. Through Tradition, "the Church, in her 

doctrine, life and worship, perpetuates and transmits to every generation all that she herself is, 
all that she believes.“ – CCC 78 

 
"Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture, then, are bound closely together, and communicate one 

with the other. For both of them, flowing out from the same divine well-spring, come together in 
some fashion to form one thing, and move towards the same goal.“ – CCC 80 

 
“As a result the Church, to whom the transmission and interpretation of Revelation is entrusted, 

"does not derive her certainty about all revealed truths from the holy Scriptures alone. Both 
Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and honored with equal sentiments of devotion and 

reverence.“ – CCC 82 



What is the Magisterium? 

"The task of giving an authentic interpretation of the Word of God, whether in its written form or in the form 
of Tradition, has been entrusted to the living teaching office of the Church alone. Its authority in this matter is 

exercised in the name of Jesus Christ. This means that the task of interpretation has been entrusted to the 
bishops in communion with the successor of Peter, the Bishop of Rome.” – CCC 85 

  
 

“The Church's Magisterium exercises the authority it holds from Christ to the fullest extent when it defines 
dogmas, that is, when it proposes, in a form obliging the Christian people to an irrevocable adherence of faith, 

truths contained in divine Revelation” - CCC 88 
  
 

“The task of interpreting the Word of God authentically has been entrusted solely to the Magisterium of the 
Church, that is, to the Pope and to the bishops in communion with him.” – CCC 100 



What is the Pope’s role? 

“The Pope, Bishop of Rome and Peter's successor, "is the perpetual and visible source and foundation of 
the unity both of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful. For the Roman Pontiff, by reason 
of his office as Vicar of Christ, and as pastor of the entire Church has full, supreme, and universal power 

over the whole Church, a power which he can always exercise unhindered.“  – CCC 882 
  

"The Roman Pontiff, head of the college of bishops, enjoys this infallibility in virtue of his office, when, as 
supreme pastor and teacher of all the faithful - who confirms his brethren in the faith he proclaims by a 
definitive act a doctrine pertaining to faith or morals. . . . The infallibility promised to the Church is also 

present in the body of bishops when, together with Peter's successor, they exercise the supreme 
Magisterium," above all in an Ecumenical Council. When the Church through its supreme Magisterium 

proposes a doctrine "for belief as being divinely revealed," and as the teaching of Christ, the definitions 
"must be adhered to with the obedience of faith.“ This infallibility extends as far as the deposit of divine 

Revelation itself. – CCC 891 
  

“The Pope enjoys, by divine institution, supreme, full, immediate, and universal power in the care of souls“ 
– CCC 937 



What does the Bible say? 

Deuteronomy 12:32 

“Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. You shall not add to it or 
take from it.” 

  

Proverbs 30:5-6 

“Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Do 
not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar.” 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work.” 



What does the Bible say? 

Ephesians 5:23 

“For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, and is himself its Savior.” 

  

Colossians 1:18 

“And He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything He might be preeminent.” 



Where does the Catholic Church teach about 
salvation? 

Baptism 
 

“Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which 
gives access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God; we 
become members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her mission: "Baptism is 

the sacrament of regeneration through water in the word.“ – CCC 1213 
  

“By Baptism all sins are forgiven, original sin and all personal sins, as well as all punishment for sin. In those 
who have been reborn nothing remains that would impede their entry into the Kingdom of God, neither 

Adam's sin, nor personal sin, nor the consequences of sin, the gravest of which is separation from God.” – 
CCC 1263 

  

“Justification has been merited for us by the Passion of Christ. It is granted us through Baptism.” – CCC 2020 



The Eucharist (Communion) 

 
“In the New Testament, the memorial takes on new meaning. When the Church celebrates the Eucharist, she 

commemorates Christ's Passover, and it is made present the sacrifice Christ offered once for all on the cross remains 
ever present."As often as the sacrifice of the Cross by which 'Christ our Pasch has been sacrificed' is celebrated on 

the altar, the work of our redemption is carried out.“ – CCC 1364 
  

“Because it is the memorial of Christ's Passover, the Eucharist is also a sacrifice. The sacrificial character of the 
Eucharist is manifested in the very words of institution: "This is my body which is given for you" and "This cup which 
is poured out for you is the New Covenant in my blood." In the Eucharist Christ gives us the very body which he gave 

up for us on the cross, the very blood which he "poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.“ – CCC 1365 

Where does the Catholic Church teach about 
salvation? 



“The Eucharist is thus a sacrifice because it re-presents (makes present) the sacrifice of the cross, because it is 
its memorial and because it applies its fruit:  

[Christ], our Lord and God, was once and for all to offer himself to God the Father by his death on the altar of 
the cross, to accomplish there an everlasting redemption. But because his priesthood was not to end with his 

death, at the Last Supper "on the night when he was betrayed," [he wanted] to leave to his beloved spouse the 
Church a visible sacrifice (as the nature of man demands) by which the bloody sacrifice which he was to 

accomplish once for all on the cross would be re-presented, its memory perpetuated until the end of the world, 
and its salutary power be applied to the forgiveness of the sins we daily commit. – CCC 1366 

 
“The sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are one single sacrifice: "The victim is one and the same: the 
same now offers through the ministry of priests, who then offered himself on the cross; only the manner of offering 
is different." "And since in this divine sacrifice which is celebrated in the Mass, the same Christ who offered himself 
once in a bloody manner on the altar of the cross is contained and is offered in an unbloody manner. . . this sacrifice 

is truly propitiatory.“ – CCC 1367 

Where does the Catholic Church teach about 
salvation? 



Council of Trent 
 
CANON I. - If any one saith, that in the mass a true and proper sacrifice 
is not offered to God; or, that to be offered is nothing else but that Christ 
is given us to eat; let him be anathema. 
  

CANON III. - If any one saith, that the sacrifice of the mass is only a 
sacrifice of praise and of thanksgiving; or, that it is a bare 
commemoration of the sacrifice consummated on the cross, but not a 
propitiatory sacrifice; or, that it profits him only who receives; and that it 
ought not to be offered for the living and the dead for sins, pains, 
satisfactions, and other necessities; let him be anathema. 

Where does the Catholic Church teach about 
salvation? 



What does the Bible say? 

Hebrews 9:12 
“He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and 

calves but by means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.” 
 

Hebrews 10:10, 12, 14 
V. 10: “And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all. Vs. 12: But when Christ had offered for all time a single 
sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right hand of God, Vs. 14: For by a single offering 

He has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.” 



Let’s not forget about Mary? 

"This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues uninterruptedly from the consent 
which she loyally gave at the Annunciation and which she sustained without wavering 

beneath the cross, until the eternal fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up to heaven she did not 
lay aside this saving office but by her manifold intercession continues to bring us the gifts of 

eternal salvation . . . . Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of 
Advocate, Helper, Benefactress, and Mediatrix.“ – CCC 969 

What does the Bible say? 

1 Timothy 2:5 

“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus,” 

1 John 2:1 

“My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 



What about Purgatory? 

“All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are 
indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, 

so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.” – CCC 1030 

So ultimately it’s all about merit? 

“Since the initiative belongs to God in the order of grace, no one can merit the initial grace of 
forgiveness and justification, at the beginning of conversion. Moved by the Holy Spirit and by 

charity, we can then merit for ourselves and for others the graces needed for our sanctification, for 
the increase of grace and charity, and for the attainment of eternal life.” – CCC 2010 

  
“No one can merit the initial grace which is at the origin of conversion. Moved by the Holy Spirit, we 
can merit for ourselves and for others all the graces needed to attain eternal life, as well as necessary 

temporal goods.” – CCC 2027 



So ultimately it’s all about merit? 

CANON XXIV. - If any one saith, that the 
justice received is not preserved and also 

increased before God through good works; 
but that the said works are merely the 

fruits and signs of Justification obtained, 
but not a cause of the increase thereof; let 

him be anathema. 
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