
PARENTING  
CLASS 

Week 1 



What we think parenting 

should look like… 
What parenting often feels like! 



4 Foundational Principles of Parenting 

1. The Gospel must be the center of your parenting 

Gospel = Good news of salvation 

“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 

his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his 

life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation.” - Romans 5:10-11:  

”Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 

away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ 

reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in 

Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, 

we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 

implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” - 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 



4 Foundational Principles of Parenting 

1. The Gospel must be the center of your parenting … and therefore must be the center of your life 

The Gospel says my greatest need is to be reconciled to God so that I 

can know and worship Him. 

If that is my greatest need, then it is also my child’s greatest need -  

my child’s greatest need is to be reconciled to God.  

The “good news of how my child can be reconciled to 

God” must be the center of my parenting 

“Our children are not just disobedient; they are disobedient because 

they are lost. Our children do not just make foolish choices; they make 

foolish choices because they are lost. Our children do not just have 

trouble getting along with their siblings; they have trouble getting along 

with their siblings because they are lost.” – Paul Tripp (Parenting, pg. 98) 



4 Foundational Principles of Parenting 

2. The measure of your success as a parent is not how your kids turn out 

”And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the 

spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once 

lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 

mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, 

being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when 

we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 

you have been saved” - Ephesians 2:1-5 

“So you shall speak all these words to them, but they 

will not listen to you. You shall call to them, but they will 

not answer you.” - Jeremiah 7:27 



4 Foundational Principles of Parenting 

2. The measure of your success as a parent is not how your kids turn out 

The measure of your success as a parent is how faithful you were to 

exemplify Christ’s character to your children and point them to the One 

who can reconcile and redeem them 

  

“You can teach your children the gospel, but you can’t save 

them. You can teach your children how to obey the Lord, but you can’t 

sanctify them. You are powerless to do the two most important things 

which is why you must pray a lot as a parent. God gets all the glory for 

any successes in Christian parenting” – Jack Hughes 



4 Foundational Principles of Parenting 

3. The priority of the marriage relationship in parenting 

We know that God is the “Father of the fatherless and 

protector of widows…” – Psalm 68:5 

“Aside from the parents’ fundamental commitment to Christ, the single most 

important foundation for successful parenting is a healthy, Christ-centered 

marriage.” – John MacArthur (Successful Christian Parenting, pg. 159) 



4 Foundational Principles of Parenting 

3. The priority of the marriage relationship in parenting 

1) It is the relationship set apart and highlighted by God from creation.  

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and they shall become one flesh.” Gen. 1:24 

Why is this a priority?  

2) It is the relationship chosen by God to picture the relationship between 

Christ and His bride the church 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and they shall become one flesh. This mystery is profound, and I am 

saying that it refers to Christ and the church.” Eph. 5:31-32 



4 Foundational Principles of Parenting 

3. The priority of the marriage relationship in parenting 

3) In both Ephesians and Colossians Paul lays forth God’s plan for what a godly 

family looks like in exactly the same order in each passage: 

 

Wives 

Husbands 

Children 

Parents 

Why is this a priority?  



4 Foundational Principles of Parenting 

3. The priority of the marriage relationship in parenting 

Embrace God’s designed roles laid out in His word 

How to make this a priority?  

For women: To come alongside their husbands as helpers. Lovingly and 

willingly submitting to his leadership in the home. Manage the home and 

care for your family and their needs.  

For men:  Embrace your role as leader, protector, and provider. 

Remember that to be a leader means to be a servant. When you are 

home, be home! Treat your wife as a co-heir, not a co-worker.  

Pursue, woo, and date your wives! 



4 Foundational Principles of Parenting 

4. Don’t elevate methodology over mandate 

“One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 

Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 

pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass 

judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 

And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.” - Romans 14:2-4 

“So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. Do Not Cause 

Another to StumbleTherefore let us not pass judgment on one another 

any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance 

in the way of a brother.” - Romans 14:12-13 



Recommended Resources 


