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Becky, Paula & Lee are ready to 
lead the group into the stadium. 

Frankie has his sister, Mary, present 
to cheer him on. 

Christy and Kathy smile for the 
camera. 

A big smile from Tom after he won 
his event. 

Everyone loves the softball throw: (left to right) Stacy; Gary Lee; Scott, Tom, and Frank. 



It has been a busy spring for our friends at Riverwood…Singing at First Christian Church in 
Morristown, Tennessee, Special Olympics, a special day at First Christian Church in Maryville, 
Tennessee, a trip to Cades Cove and a hayride with folks from Southeast Christian Church in 
Louisville, Kentucky. In addition, they have had groups some large, some small, coming by for work 
projects or just to “entertain” our friends. Norma Pierson and a group of ladies from the Woodlawn 
Christian Church in Knoxville came out for an afternoon to help our friends make Easter baskets and 
decorate eggs. A group of ladies from the First Christian Church in Springfield, Ohio, came for several 
days and threw a party for our friends, but they also made valences for the windows in their rooms. 
 
The following are comments made by our friends talking about all the fun things they have been doing 
so far this year. 
 
Brenda 
 
It (the hayride) was really good. I seen bears, deers and wild turkeys. We went on a picnic. It was 
really good. When we were eating we saw the bears. I like where we went (with Davy at UT gardens). 
We saw plants and everything. We made some new friends. I like that we sang songs and being 
together. 
 
Becky 
 
Singing at church was a fun day and got to hear Gary Spangler sing and speak at church on 
Riverwood Day! The picnic at Cades Cove and hayride was good with Southeast Christian Church 
group in Louisville, Kentucky. Last weekend we went to eat out at Pizza Hut in Maryville, Tennessee. 
[We] had good times with everything. 
 
Gary Lee 

Me liked the park. Me saw pretty trees. Me liked the tub and run and walked. 

Last weekend me got pizza. Me ate supreme pizza…no cheese. 

Me liked the hayride. Fun time. (I) see the horse and pony. 

Carol 

I had a nice trip to Cades Cove, going on a hayride. We did a good time singing to the group. 

Paula 

The hayride was lots of fun. We saw old buildings, bars, and a chirch. The grup came and we sang 
songs we went to a garden and saw a old truch and a grasshopper. I injoy going out for pizza with 
Mich and Mande. 

Tom Jr. 

The ladies group was o.k. The Riverwood Church Day we had lunch at Maryville First Christian. The 
food was good. 

Frank 

The gardens were pretty nice yesterday. They were at UT. We saw earth things, a whole lot of stuff. 
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Christy 

We went to sing. We sang two songs and Gary gave a speech, that was one thing that Gary did. It 
was an old timey day for Riverwood. I never heard Gary give his speech, it was a good one. Ha ha 
ha ha (she giggled.) 

Kenny 

The hayride was fun that Saturday the 19th. Friday the 18th we met some new friends; we met them at 
the gas station on Saturday. We went to Cades Cove and had a picnic and then we walked on a 
trail. We rode a truck with hay in it. We went up in the Cove and the mountains and saw a mama 
bear and her baby cub. Rhonna took a picture. We saw a lot of stuff. 

Scott Faust 

Singing in church was good. I forgot the song. “What did we sing, Paula?”  

Paula responds, “I don’t remember.” 

[Scott] says he sang a lot of songs. “All my strength, all my hope, I will serve the Lord.” 

The park was good. I saw a grasshopper and an old truck. The truck had bullet holes in it and the 
grass hopper was as big as the table. I also saw flowers. I walked a lot. 

Glenna 

On going to the Botanical Gardens at UT on Memorial Day: We ran around the gardens. It was hot. 
Flowers, trees – I like it! 

An interview with Kathleen: 

Did you go to Cades Cove? Yes. 

Did you like the hayride? Yes 

Did you enjoy hiking? No 

Did you like walking outside? Yes 

Donald 

The ladies were very sweet and nice; they almost acted like our staff. We did a awesome job singing 
for them. I loved the birthday money they sent me (U & I Class, FCC, Morristown, TN). That was very 
generous of them. Then the hayride was fun. We saw deer, 3 cubs and momma. Oh, after the ladies 
left, we (looked for) George all over both houses, before finding him under Kenny’s bed. 

Tom Keck’s birthday was wonderful; 64 years old – “Old Man Keck.” Ha ha. Don is 46 year-old man. 
Well this is just to tell Jesus can answer prayers. 

 

 

The three bears they saw that day. 
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Cade’s Cove and Hayride Pictures  
with the group from  

Southeast Christian Church 
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