
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Disability Awareness Day will 
benefit your congregation in many 
ways: 
• It will teach members something 

about people who have disabilities. 
• It will encourage the congregation to 

be more sensitive to the needs of 
those with disabilities. 

• It will let the congregation know that 
the spiritual needs of those with dis-
abilities are important too. 

• It will motivate the congregation to 
include people with disabilities. 

• It will allow people with disabilities to 
be recognized for their gifts and tal-
ents. 

• It will help everyone realize that the 
most important part of a person is his 
or her soul. 

 
Keep the Momentum Going 
 
Use the excitement and enthusiasm 
generated by your Disability Awareness 
Day to launch your disability ministry. 
 
• Schedule the volunteer training to  

begin within a week or two of the  
Disability Awareness Day 

• Keep the needs of the people with 
disabilities and news about your grow-
ing ministry before the congregation 
(and the community) with newsletter 
articles, bulletin announcements, and 
words from the pulpit. 

• Remember that some people have to 
think about an idea before they act. 
Use the bulletin insert again to ask for 
volunteers in just a few months. 

CCDM seeks to enhance the lives of 
persons with disabilities by: 
 
• Providing a full range of services for 
persons with developmental disabili-
ties including residential alternatives, 
job placement, opportunities for so-
cial interaction, and opportunities for 
spiritual growth. 
 
• Enabling others through training, re-
sources, and encouragement to ef-
fectively minister with persons with 
disabilities. 
 
• Seeking partnership with individu-
als, churches, and other organiza-
tions to meet the physical and spiri-
tual needs of persons with disabilities. 
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Choose a Theme 
 
Having a theme will allow each 
participant to fit into the plan. Ex-
amples include, “Our Variety of Ab-
ilities,” “Christ’s Love Is Inclusive 
and Accessible,” and “Love is Blind 
to Disabilities.” This theme might 
be the title of the main message. 
 
Inform the Community 
 
Ask community papers to run a  
story about your special day or 
place an ad. Pass out flyers contain-
ing information about the program 
to neighbors and to organizations 
that serve people with disabilities. 
When your program is up and run-
ning, make sure your ad in the 
phone book mentions that you wel-
come people with disabilities. 
 
Coordinate Bible School Lessons 
 
Several weeks before your  
Disability Awareness Day, select a 
Scripture that deals with disability, 
outline the main lesson points, and 
ask all Bible school teachers to 
present an age-appropriate lesson 
on that topic. 
 
Invite a person with a disability to 
come to the children’s classes to 
talk about his or her disability. 
With this person’s permission, in-
vite the children to touch the assis-
tive devices, ask questions, and 
get to know the person. 
 

Coordinate the Bulletin 
 
Design the worship bulletin to support 
the theme. Include a few statistics 
about the prevalence of disabilities in 
the general population.  
 
Prepare a survey insert that will help 
determine the needs of persons with 
disabilities in your congregation and in 
your community. Provide a place for 
members to volunteer for a number of 
different disability-related ministries. 
 
 
Coordinate Scripture and Music 
 
Perhaps your minister could use the 
same Scripture that was used in  
Sunday school. If not, choose another 
that illustrates the theme. 
 
Choose songs related to your theme or 
to disabilities in general. Perhaps you 
can find songs about serving or  
“servanthood.”   
 
You might find a person with a disabili-
ty who could sing or play an instru-
ment.  
 
Introduce some hymns written by  
Fanny Crosby by informing the  
congregation that she lost her sight 
when she was six years old. 

Include People with Disabilities 
 
By inviting people with disabilities 
to serve as greeters, collect the  
offering, serve Communion, read 
Scripture, and pray, you will help 
the entire congregation see them 
as contributing members of your 
congregation, not merely people 
for whom you provide services.  
 
 
Provide a Personal Testimony 
 
One of the most meaningful con-
tributions a person with a disability 
can make to your day is to tell how 
God has supported him throughout 
his life. Testimonies by persons  
already involved in a disability 
ministry or from family members 
will also challenge and encourage 
your members. These special 
speakers might also share in Bible 
school classes. 

 
 

Make the Day Memorable 
 
Have some members of the con-
gregation spend the morning in a 
wheelchair, blindfolded, with both 
hands in bulky socks, or wearing 
earplugs. Have them stay in the 
disabled state until they realize 
the challenges. Have these people 
report their feelings and expe-
riences to the class and/or to the 
congregation. 
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