
 

 
 
 
 

Our History 
 

During the “International Year of the Disabled 
Person” in 1981, a concerned group of leaders 
from the Christian Churches / Churches of 
Christ, led by Sam Stone, former editor of 
Christian Standard, met to discuss the lack 
of an official outreach to meet the needs of 
people with disabilities and their families. 
 
Dr. Jim Pierson accepted the call 
as director and two years later, 
Christian Church Foundation for 
the Handicapped was 
established.    Chartered in 
September of 1983 under 
Kentucky state law as a non-
profit organization, we currently operate in 
Tennessee under a Certificate of Authority.   
We   are   sponsored    solely by individuals, 
congregations, and organizations. 

CCDM seeks to enhance 
the lives of person with 

disabilities by: 
 Providing a full range of services for 

persons with developmental disabilities 
including residential alternatives, job 
placement, opportunities for social 
interaction, and opportunities for 
spiritual growth. 

 Enabling others through training, 
resources, and encouragement to 
effectively minister with persons with 
disabilities. 

 

 
Our Future 

 
Under the capable 
leadership of our president, 
Gary Spangler, CCDM is 
looking to the future as to 
what we need to be doing 
to further the cause of 
Christ in the disability 
community. 
 
Gary is available for 
speaking to congregations 
about our plans and 
dreams for CCDM. In 
addition to speaking about 
CCDM and preaching the 
Gospel, Gary loves to share 
God’s message in song. 
 
 

 

 
 
          

 
 
 

P.O. Box 310 
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www.ccdmonline.org 

 
 

CCDM strives to be a good 
steward of the financial 
resources of the ministry. 
Membership in the 
Evangelical Council for 
Financial Accountability is 
proof of our commitment. 

Gary Spangler (left) 
with Board Member 
emeritus, Ziden Nutt. 
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Get “outside of the box” 
through Inclusion Ministry 

 



 
 

Inclusion Ministry - The term commonly used for churches reaching out to people with 
disabilities has been Disability Ministry. Often this term equates to programs, staff, and a 
budget. Everyone needs to know who Jesus is. Everyone needs to have his/her spiritual life 
developed. Everyone includes people with disabilities. A new term has arrived that more clearly 
describes every church’s desire to reach people with disabilities and their families; that term is 
Inclusion Ministry. 
 
Servants, motivated by compassion, should willingly share the Gospel with people with all types 
of disabilities. Consider what your church would do in the following situations: 

 Someone who relies on a wheelchair for mobility wants to volunteer to serve in some 
manner on Sunday morning. 

 A young adult who is blind wants to take an active role in the worship service. 
 An adult with Down syndrome would like to be an usher. 

 
These situations might seem overwhelming; however, if the focus is on the person and his needs 
– especially the spiritual needs –the solution can be a positive one – one that involves people 
with disabilities. Because someone ambulates in a wheelchair does not exclude her from 
greeting people on Sunday morning; because someone uses a Braille Bible does not prevent 
him from reading Scripture in the service. Just because someone gets confused and passes the 
juice tray before the bread tray does not prevent him from ushering or serving.  
 
When people with disabilities are seen as having souls and worthy of God’s love, we will learn 
their needs and work to meet those needs. We will not see ministry to them as something 
special, but as the same individualized ministry provided to everyone else. This is Inclusion 
Ministry. 
 
Inclusion Ministry encourages churches to wrap their arms around people with disabilities and 
let them share in the joy of worship. 

Our Website - We encourage you to view our new website at www.ccdmonline.org . 
Here you can see what is happening with our ministry.  
 
There are pictures of our residents. There is information about who we are. If you are 
interested in getting more information about our organization, our website is consistently 
updated. You can sign up for our newsletter. 
 
If you know of someone who has a developmental disability or a family who is seeking 
residential opportunities, our application is online. http://ccdmonline.org/#/residential-
services/application-for-riverwood 
 
Finally, if you need assistance to help your church develop opportunities, our resource center -
http://ccdmonline.org/#/online-store  - offers materials to assist you. You can view our list of 
resource materials in PDF form and download many of them for free! 
 

Residential Services 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
We are proud to announce the opening of 
The Pierson House, our new facility named in 
honor of the first Executive Director, Dr. Jim 
Pierson. This house has 10 bedrooms, each 
with a private bath, a large kitchen, separate 
laundry facilities, a spacious great room, and 
state of the art fire alarm and sprinkler system. 
 

For over 25 years, we have developed and 
operated residential opportunities for adults 
with disabilities. Today, we operate our 
Riverwood Campus with two homes in 
Louisville, Tennessee. Here our residents 
receive love, care and encouragement from 
Christians who see them as individuals who 
have valuable skills; individuals who know 
that Jesus loves them and expects 
responsible actions from them. Our residents 
are active participants in local churches 
where they sing, greet, and read scripture. 

 

 

 

The Pierson House 

Riverwood  


