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     Lesson Focus 

We can all stand up straight for God by faithfully praying for our friends and family, by at-
tending church and Sunday school regularly, by reading our  
Bibles every day, by being kind and gentle to others, and by thanking God every day for 
the many blessings He gives us. 
 
      Lesson Aim 

Students will understand that 
1. Jesus was kind to the woman whose back was bent. His gentle touch made a dif-

ference in her life. We can stand up straight for God when we follow Jesus’ exam-
ple of kindness and gentleness. 

2. Even though a person may be limited physically and/or mentally, he or she can still 
stand up straight for God by serving Him faithfully. 

3. CCDM offers people with disabilities the opportunities to live as independently as 
possible and to develop to their full potential as employees, friends, family mem-
bers, and Christians. 

 
          Opening Activity 

Have a wheelchair in the room. Ask for a volunteer who is willing to sit in the chair while 
the class plays a game of “Simon Says.” The volunteer must remain seated in the chair but 
has no other movement restrictions. Play the game with the other children seated in chairs 
either in rows or in a circle. Leave some space between the chairs. 
 
Play the game starting with simple commands that everyone can do such as scratching 
your nose, waving your hands, shaking your head, and so on—all things that the child in 
the wheelchair can do as well as the other children. Then give the command to stand up 
and jump up and down. Note the reactions of the other children when the child in the 
wheel-chair can not comply with the command. Give a couple more sit-down com-
mands—shake the hands of the people sitting on both sides of you, pat your head and rub 
your tummy—then tell the children stand up, run around their chairs, and sit back down.  
 
End the game and settle the children down for a brief discussion. Ask the children how 
they thought the child in the wheelchair felt when he could not stand up, or jump, or run 
like the rest of them. Ask the child in the wheelchair to explain how he or she felt not to 
be able to do what the other children were doing. Remind the children of all the other 
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things the child in the wheelchair could do, even though he or she could not stand up 
straight. 
 
Emphasize the point that while each of us has things we cannot do, or that we do not do 
very well, each of us also has things that we do very well. And, no matter what our abili-
ties or disabilities might be, we can all serve God and praise Him! 
 
 
     Bible Story 

If possible, ask a woman from your congregation to dress as a woman from Bible times 
and come tell this story to your children. When she arrives in your classroom, she should 
be bent over, just like the woman in the story. As she tells the story of Jesus’ healing touch, 
she should stand up straight at the appropriate time. 

 
 

Hello, children. I’m sorry I cannot look you in the eye, but my back is bent and I cannot 
stand up straight. I have had this bad back for eighteen years—that is much longer than 
you have been alive. My back makes it hard for me to work or keep my house clean, or 
do things for my family, and it hurts all the time! About the only things I can do is go to 
the synagogue and beg for money. Do you know what a synagogue is? It is a building 
where we Jews go to read and study the Scriptures. Can you say SIN-uh-gog with me? 
(SIN-uh-gog.) 
   
A lot of people like me—people who have disabilities—go to the synagogue because 
sometimes those who come to worship God will give us money. But one day, something 
much more exciting happened to me! One Sabbath day, the teacher named Jesus was 
teaching in the synagogue. Everyone had heard about Jesus—we heard that He had raised 
a little girl from the dead, calmed a storm on the sea, and healed a man with a crippled 
hand. Many people believed that Jesus was the Savior, sent to us from God. We all hoped 
this was true.  
 
When I heard Him in the Synagogue, I could not see Him because I could not stand up 
straight, but I was listening to His words. But when Jesus noticed me, He called out to me! 
Right through the crowd He called out, “Woman, your sickness has left you!” Then the 
most amazing thing happened—Jesus put His hand on me and immediately I was able to 
stand up straight! (Actor stands up and lifts up her hands.) Well, as you can imagine, I be-
gan praising God in my loudest voice! I was so happy! I praised God for his awesome love 
and for sending His wonderful Son, Jesus, to us. 
 
Children, can you praise God with me? Let’s shout about the wonderful things God does 
for us, and thank Him. Let’s clap our hands and sing. (Teacher leads children in a “Yay, 
God!” cheer and “God Is So Good” or some other praise song, as actor leaves the room.) 
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Story Review and Life Application 

1. How did Jesus treat the woman in this story? Did He make fun of her because she 
could not stand up straight? Did He ignore her? Help her? Love her? 

2. What happened when Jesus touched the woman? 
3. How can you make a difference in the life of someone like this woman? When you 

see people who have disabilities, what can you do or say to be kind to them?  
4. This woman stood up straight and praised God,  but do we have to be standing up to 

praise God? Can we praise Him when we are sitting down, or lying in our beds? 
People who use wheelchairs can praise God, can’t they? 

5. While we are young, we are not able to do all the things that older, stronger, and 
smarter people can do, but we can still praise God. In the same way, if someone has 
a disability that affects his or her brain, he may not be able to do all the things some-
one else can do, but he can still praise God. What is important to God is that we 
serve Him and love Him the best that we can. 

6. How can people who are disabled physically serve God? How can someone who is 
paralyzed, or blind, or deaf serve God? How can children serve God? (Point out that 
each of us has limitations, but that we also have gifts and abilities that can be used to 
serve others and bring glory to God.) 

 
           Ministry Application 

People who have physical disabilities may have trouble standing, walking, moving their 
arms, or speaking clearly. People with cerebral palsy have an especially hard time getting 
others to understand them. They may have seizures and fall down and do other things that 
might make people think they cannot do much. But if Jesus has touched their hearts, they 
can still stand tall for God by  

 Faithfully praying for their friends and family 
 Attending church and Bible school regularly 
 Reading their Bibles every day 
 Praising God for the blessings in their lives 
 Telling others about how God helps them deal with their disabilities. 

 
CCDM is an organization in Knoxville, Tennessee, that helps people who have disabilities. 
This organization provides homes for adults to live in where they can be helped and yet 
still have their own rooms and take care of themselves. How would you feel if you knew 
that you were never going to be able to move away from your mom and dad and have a 
place of your own? Someday, when you finish school, you will want to have your own 
apartment and get a job. People who have disabilities feel the same way, and yet because 
their bodies and minds do not always work just right, they need to have someone around 
who can lend a helping hand. That is what CCDM does. 
 
The people who are cared for by CCDM live in two beautiful homes called Riverwood 
Christian Community. They have friends to do fun things with. They go bowling and go to 
movies. They go to parties that people provide for them. They have jobs, and they go to 
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the park to play ball or jog. They also have personal Bible studies and go to church every 
Sunday. 
 
In spite of their disabilities, God uses these people in very special ways to share His love 
with others. When visitors come to Riverwood, they are impressed with how happy the 
residents are. The visitors are impressed with how hard the residents work at their jobs and 
in their homes. The visitors like to hear the residents talk about their families and their 
hobbies. But there are many, many more people around you who have disabilities who 
may not have friends to talk to. You can be their friend! You can get to know kids in your 
school who have disabilities and be kind to them.  
 
Your new friends need to know about Jesus, too! They need to know that Jesus loves them 
very much, and that even though they have disabilities, they can “stand up straight” for 
God by believing in Him, worshipping Him, and praying to Him. Then they can tell others 
about what God has done for them, too!  
 
Another way we can help people who have disabilities is by praying for them and by 
sending money to CCDM. Several of the people who live at Riverwood do not make 
enough money to pay for the cost of living there. You and I can help pay their bills by 
sending our offering to them. And that is what we are going to do today and for the next 
four Sundays. With our money, CCDM will be able to keep giving people the opportunity 
to “stand up straight” for God, in spite of their disabilities. You might want to go home and 
tell your family about the people with disabilities who are helped by CCDM and ask your 
family if they want to give some money, too. 
 

         Prayer 

Father God, we pray for the people who live at Riverwood. We thank you that they are 
able to stand up straight for you, even though they have disabilities. We pray for their 
courage as they go about their work. We pray that each one of those people can be happy 
and healthy. Please keep them safe as they go to their jobs. Thank you for the people who 
work at CCDM taking care of these people. Please show them how to do things in the best 
way.  
 
Thank You, God, that we can all stand up straight for You, even though we are young and 
have a lot to learn. Help us to remember that You care about everything we do and say. 
Help us always to be kind to others, especially those who look, act, and sound different 
from us. Teach us what it means to love everyone. 
 
Thank You for Jesus who showed us how to love. We pray in His name, Amen. 
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    Lesson Focus 

God creates us all with a special purpose for our lives. In spite of our limitations, we each 
have a special purpose to fulfill for the good of God’s Kingdom. 
 
        Lesson Aim 

By the end of the lesson, each student will understand  
1. That people with disabilities are not being punished. 
2. Every person is created by God to fulfill a special purpose. 
3. CCDM helps people who have disabilities to reach their full potential in physical, 

emotional, mental, and spiritual development. 
 
        Opening Activity 

Fill a small bag or basket with slips of paper on which are written (or illustrated) various 
types of jobs. (Photocopy the following page and cut the squares apart.) The jobs should 
vary in difficulty and complexity. Have each child select a slip of paper, tell what job is 
shown, and then say if that job is something that is hard or easy for him to do. 
 
After each child has had the opportunity to participate, talk about how these tasks may be 
difficult or easy, depending on who drew the task out of the bag, because we all have dif-
ferent things that we are good at and things that we are not so good at. We all learn at dif-
ferent speeds, we grow at different speeds, some of us are good with our hands, and some 
of us have great imaginations. Ask if it might be a boring world if everyone was just exact-
ly alike and everyone was good at everything. Emphasize that God made each of us just 
the way we are and that He does not expect us to be able to do all things perfectly. What 
He does expect is that we use the gifts and abilities that He has given us to do good things 
for others and bring honor to Him. 
 

Lesson 2 

Born to Be a Witness 
John 9:1-7 
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Doing a magic trick 
 

Mowing the yard 
 

Getting scolded 
 

 
Doing long division 

 

 
Buttoning a shirt 

 
Climbing a tree 

 
 

Answering a question in 
class 

 

 
Babysitting your little 

brother or sister 
 

 
Memorizing a Scripture 

verse 

 
Ice skating 

 

 
Wrapping a present 

 
Doing laundry 

 
 

Jumping rope 
 

 
Playing the piano 

 
Taking a test 

 
 

Playing a video game 
 

 
Painting a house 

 
Planting a tree 

 
 

Reading a book 
 

 
Playing soccer 

 
Swimming 

 
 

Riding a motorcycle 
 

 
Training a dog 

 
Feeding a pet 

 
 

Shooting baskets 
 

Diving 
 

Writing a report 
 

 
Taking out the garbage 

 

 
Carrying groceries 

 
Fixing a gushing faucet 

 
 

Taming a lion 
 

 
Making cookies 

 
Playing chess 

 
 

Tying your shoes 
 

 
Riding a bicycle 

 
Using a computer 

 
 

Using a hammer 
 

Baking a pie 
 

Giving a report in class 
 

 
Using a sewing machine 

 
Writing a story 

 
Driving a car 
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     Bible Story (John 9:1-7) 

(Ask a man from your congregation to come dressed as a man from Bible times and tell 
this story to the children.) 
 
Good morning children! Thank you for inviting me to come to your class today. I want to 
tell you about an incredible, awesome, wonderful thing that happened to me! 
 
I was born in the city of Jerusalem a long, long time ago. From the time I was born, I could 
not see—I was blind since I was a baby. When I was little, I just sat on a rug in my moth-
er’s house, or outside the door so she could keep an eye on me while she was working. As 
I grew up, she taught me how to help her by grinding corn and churning butter. Later, I 
learned to get around Jerusalem pretty well with my cane. I could tell from the sounds 
where I was, and I asked people for directions. I could tell from the yummy smells when I 
was near the bakery!  
 
But there was not much work for a blind man to do in the city. In order to get money to 
pay for food and clothes, I used to sit beside the road and beg from people who were 
walking by. One day I was sitting in my usual spot and I heard a group of men talking 
about me. One of the men said, “Teacher, whose sin caused this man to be born blind—
his own sin or her parents’ sin?” 
 
Well! That really got my attention! I did not think that God would punish me with blind-
ness because of something my parents had done, and I since was born blind, how could I 
have sinned before I was born? I listened carefully for the teacher’s answer.  
 
The teacher said, “It was not this man’s sin, or his parents’ sin that made him be blind. 
This man was born blind so that God’s power could be shown in him.” 
 
Wow! I could not believe what I had heard! God was going to show His power in me? 
What did that mean? How would he do it? 
 
The man they called “Teacher” came closer to me. I sensed Him kneel down in the dirt 
and then I heard Him spit in the dirt. I thought, “What on earth is he doing?” Then the 
Teacher stood up and placed something cool and wet over my eyes—I could smell it—it 
was mud! The teacher had made mud with His spit and put it on my eyes! But do you 
know what? In spite of this strange behavior, I felt very peaceful. I trusted this man. Then 
He said to me, “Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam.” Well, that was no problem for me—I 
knew how to get to the Pool of Siloam, and even though the mud felt cool on my face, I 
was anxious to wash it off. 
 
So I did just as the Teacher told me. I went to the pool and washed my face, and as the 
mud came off, my eyes opened, and I was able to see! For the first time in my life, I could 
look around me and see the world. I saw the colors of the sky and the fields, and the size 
of the trees, and I saw people. I saw what houses looked like, and the dusty streets of  
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Jerusalem. I saw the children running and playing, and the women carrying jars of waters 
from the well. I saw everything—and it was too wonderful for words! 
 
The Teacher had demonstrated the incredible power of God through me. And now I knew 
who the Teacher was; He was Jesus, the Son of God. And children, do you know what 
else I learned that day? I learned that God demonstrates His awesome power though each 
of us—we may not be able to heal blindness the way Jesus did, but we can do other things 
that help people in wonderful ways! I’m going to go now and let you talk about that. 
Goodbye! 
 
 
        Story Review 

1. Who were the men who were walking with Jesus on the road? (His disciples.) 
2. What did one of the disciples ask about why the man was born blind? (Did he sin or 

did his parents sin?) 
3. What did Jesus answer? (He is not blind because of anyone’s sin, but so that the 

power of God might be shown.) 
4. God wants to show His power through each of us, but He cannot use us unless we 

let Him. What does that mean? What must we do so that God can use us? (Give our 
lives to Him, be willing to obey Him.) 

5. God created each of us to do a special job. No matter what our abilities or disabili-
ties are, we each have an important job to do for God. One job that we all have is to 
tell others about Jesus! What can you do to tell your friends about Jesus? How can 
you use the abilities God gave you to tell about His goodness? 

 
 
        Ministry Application 

Many of the people who live in CCDM’s homes have some form of developmental disabil-
ity. This means that their minds do not work as well as they should, and they cannot learn 
all the things that other people learn. Some people think that Jesus cannot work through 
people who have developmental disabilties. But this is not true. People with developmen-
tal disabilities are usually very loving. They trust other people to help them and to take 
care of them, and they are kind to each other. This is exactly the way God wants us to be 
with each other. So, what can we learn about pleasing God by watching these people and 
behaving as they behave? (To be grateful to our caregivers, to be kind and accepting of 
one another.) 
 
Many of the people who live in CCDM’s homes also have jobs in the community. They 
work hard on their jobs in spite of the fact that some of the work is not easy for them. 
What can we learn from them about doing our jobs the very best way we can?  
 
Have you ever seen someone make fun of someone else because he looked different or 
could not talk right or walk right? Is that the way God wants us to behave? Sometimes 
when our friends are on their jobs, people will look at them funny or laugh at them. How 
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do you think that makes our friends feel? But guess what our friends do? They do not yell 
at people or tell them not to act like that; they just feel sorry for them. Our friends know 
that God loves them just the way they are, and they feel sorry for people who can not un-
derstand that. What can we learn from our friends at Riverwood about how to treat those 
who are unkind to us? What can we learn about how we should treat those who are dif-
ferent? 
 
The offerings you brought today will be sent to CCDM to help them help people who have 
disabilities. How does that make you feel? Do you like being able to help someone else? 
Let’s remember how good it feels to give to others. 
 
        Prayer 

Dear God, thank You for the special people who live at Riverwood. Thank You that they 
are patient and kind with people who do not know how to be nice. Thank You for giving 
them jobs that they enjoy and are able to do. Thank You for their faithfulness in doing 
their special jobs. Thank You for letting us learn from their example. Help us to be the 
kind of people You want us to be. Help us to work hard at the jobs we have to do. Help us 
to be patient and kind with people who are not nice to us. Remind us always, God, to be 
nice to other people! Thank You for sending us Jesus, who shows us Your power. We 
pray, God, that Your power can be used in us. Amen. 

Art by Joe VanSeveren. © Standard Publishing. Used by permission.  
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    Lesson Focus 

Each of us has the ability to communicate the love of Jesus to others. 

 
        Lesson Aim 

Students will understand: 
1. Jesus showed respect for the dignity and privacy of the man who was brought to Him 

by taking the man aside when He dealt with his disability.  
2. When assisting with personal care and when discussing a person’s disability, we 

should do so with respect so as not to embarrass or humiliate the individual. 
3. Communicating the love of God does not require good speech. We can communi-

cate Jesus’ love by being friendly to others, by praying, and by being cheerful while 
carrying out our daily responsibilities. 

 
        Opening Activity 

Ask the children if they know what the word “communicate” means. Get responses. 
Guide the conversation to the conclusion that communication is conveying a message to 
someone in any number of ways. Get the children to list a variety of ways.  (Writing, 
Morse code, hand signals, pantomime, facial expressions and body language, photo-
graphs, etc.) 
 
Divide the children into small groups of three or four. Instruct each group to come up with 
a way to communicate a message with the rest of the class. They can communicate this 
any way except speaking. Pass out slips of paper containing the messages they are to 
communicate, such as 
 

 Jesus loves you. 

 Jesus can heal the sick. 

 Jesus taught us how to pray. 

 Jesus died on the cross and rose again. 

 Jesus is God’s Son. 

 
Wrap up the activity with a discussion on the idea that the message is more important 
than the method of communication. 

Lesson 3 

Can You Communicate for Jesus? 
Mark 7:31-37 
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        Bible Story 

(Enlist a man from your congregation to come to class dressed in a Bible-times costume 
and tell this story.) 
 
Good morning boy and girls! You know, it is a special treat for me to be able to say that to 
you because for most of my life, I could not talk! And it is just as wonderful to be able to 
hear you answer me, because for most of my life, I was deaf — I could not hear a thing. 
You know, that can be a pretty lonely way to live! When most people found out that I 
could not hear them or answer them, they just left me alone. But, thank God, I did have a 
few friends who took the time to communicate with me. They would write notes in the 
sand, or they would gesture and demonstrate until I got the message. We even developed 
a few hand signals for the most common things we wanted to communicate.  
 
From these friends, I learned about a man named Jesus who was traveling around the 
country doing miracles. My friends told me that Jesus had fed more than five thousand 
people with just five small loaves of bread and two fish. To tell you the truth, I thought I 
must have misunderstood them when they told me that! But we heard a lot of wonderful 
things about this man, Jesus. We heard that He could walk on water, and that He healed 
sick people and people who had disabilities wherever He went! Well, when I heard that, I 
started dreaming and wishing that Jesus would heal me! 
 
Then one day my friends heard that Jesus was coming to our town! They ran to my house 
to get me! They were so excited that I could hardly understand their gestures. Finally, one 
of my friends wrote in the dirt, “Jesus is coming.” Then I got excited too! We all hurried to 
the place where Jesus was teaching. My friends went right up to Him and started talking to 
Him and pointing to me. Of course, I could not hear a thing, but I knew what they were 
saying; they were asking Jesus if He would heal me. It is wonderful to have friends like 
that. 
 
Jesus left the crowd of people and took me with Him a little way away from everyone.  
Jesus and I were alone together. I liked that. It made me feel important that Jesus would 
spend some private time with me, and also, I was more comfortable being alone with Him 
than I would have been with a bunch of strangers watching us. People had made fun of 
me all my life, and now, for this really special time, there was no one around to make fun 
of me. I did not know what Jesus was going to do, but I trusted Him completely. He was 
so kind and gentle with me that I knew I was safe in His care. 
 
First, Jesus put His fingers in my ears. Then he spit on His hand and touched my tongue. 
Even though that seemed strange to me, I was not afraid. Then, Jesus looked up to Heaven 
and took a deep breath. He said to me “Be opened,” and I HEARD HIM!!!! My ears were 
opened, and I could hear everything going on around me! Then I started to shout, AND 
MY WORDS CAME OUT CLEARLY—my mouth was opened, too! My friends saw me 
jumping up and down and heard me shouting, so they came running over. “What’s hap-
pened? What’s happened?” they asked, and I HEARD THEM! “I can hear you!” I shouted, 
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“And I can talk to you, too!” Oh boy, you should have seen us! We were laughing and 
slapping each other on the back, and hugging each other, and hugging Jesus too! You 
should have seen Him! Jesus was as happy as any of us and He did not even mind that we 
were acting like a bunch of nuts! Of course, we all knew then that Jesus was no ordinary 
man; we knew that He had come from God. My friends said, “Jesus does everything well. 
He makes the deaf hear! And those who cannot talk — Jesus makes them able to speak!” 
 
Thanks for listening to my story, children. I hope you know how wonderful I feel to be 
able to tell my story to you! Bye, now! 
 
 
        Story Review and Life Application 

1. How did the deaf man’s friends treat him? Did they go out of their way to be his 
friend? What can we learn from this about being friends with someone who has a 
disability? 

2. Why did the deaf man’s friends bring him to Jesus? What did they want Jesus to do? 
3. How did Jesus treat the man? What did He do to make the man feel comfortable? 

What can we learn from this about how to treat someone who has a disability? 
4. If you have a friend who has a disability and he needs some kind of help, how 

should you respond? Do you need to make a big deal out of helping him, or can you 
just do it quietly without drawing a lot of attention to your friend? 

5. Why is privacy important? Why is respect important? 
6. After Jesus healed this man, he could hear and speak plainly. But is it always neces-

sary to be able to hear and speak plainly to be able to communicate? How can we let 
others know that Jesus loves them, even if they cannot hear? 

 
 
        Ministry Application 

1. Some people who have disabilities have trouble speaking clearly. Sometimes the 
muscles in their mouths do not work properly; sometimes the directions from the 
brain get mixed up. But these people can often communicate the love of Jesus very 
clearly! At CCDM, our friends who have disabilities are very accepting of one anoth-
er and of other people too. They are often eager to give others a big hug. They are 
willing to pray for their friends, family, and the staff members at CCDM who help 
them. At their jobs, our friends are very patient with those who do not know them. 
What can we learn from them about how we should treat others? 

2. Sometimes we have difficulty expressing ourselves in words, too. But that does not 
mean that we cannot share the love of Jesus in other ways. What are some ways that 
we can show others that we love them without using words? 

3. People who have developmental disabilities should be respected for who they are 
and be allowed to develop their own unique ways of sharing the love of God with 
friends, family, and co-workers. The offerings that you bring today will help CCDM 
to help these people live their lives and develop their skills. 
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       Prayer 

Father God, help us to be sensitive to the needs of the people around us. When we meet 
people who have difficulty in speaking plainly, please remind us to be kind to them. Help 
us to be able to listen patiently while the person tries to explain something. Help us to be 
able to understand. When we meet someone who is deaf, remind us to smile and wave 
and to be friendly. Remind us to take the time to write a note or communicate through an 
interpreter.  
 
Thank you for the people who work at CCDM. Thank you for the homes they are able to 
provide for people who have disabilities. Father, we pray for these people as they work in 
the community, that others will be kind to them and patient with them. Thank you for 
your Son, Jesus, who showed us how to treat people with respect. Amen.



 
 

15

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Lesson Focus 

If we have accepted Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior, we will one day spend eternity 
with Him in Heaven, where there will be no tears, or sorrow, or pain, or disability. 
 
        Lesson Aim 

At the end of this lesson, students will understand 
1. Jesus honors faith. While He may not heal those with disabilities during their lives 

on earth, He promises that they will be completely well in Heaven. 
2. People who have disabilities can often teach us valuable lessons about what it 

means to have faith. 
3. The people who live at Riverwood have many opportunities to grow and develop 

spiritually and to share their faith with others. 
 
        Opening Activity 

Note to teacher: Plan this activity in advance by asking two children to read Scripture to 
the class. Mark the passages for them in their Bibles or type the Scriptures on index cards. 
This way they can practice ahead of time, which will make the verses more meaningful to 
them, and therefore more meaningful to those who listen. Have duplicate cards (or 
marked Bibles) ready in case the children forget to bring them to class. 
 
Gather the children in a circle and ask them what they think Heaven will be like. Make a 
list of their ideas on a wallboard or flip chart. Depending on the amount of time you have 
for this activity, you might ask the children to draw pictures of what they think Heaven 
will be like and then to describe their pictures and share their thoughts with the other 
children. 
 
Have the first selected child read Revelation 21:4 to the class:  

“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death,  
 sadness, crying, or pain. All the old ways are gone.” (International Children’s  
Bible).  

Discuss with the children what this Scripture tells us Heaven will be like. 
 
Have the second selected child read Isaiah 35:5, 6:  

“Then the blind people will see again. Then the deaf will hear. Crippled people 
will jump like deer. And those who cannot talk now will shout with joy” (ICB).  

Discuss with the children what this Scripture tells us Heaven will be like. 
 

Lesson 4 

Believing In the Promise 
Matthew 9:27-31 
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Make sure that the children understand that all disabilities will disappear in Heaven. No 
one will be paralyzed, or blind, or deaf, or mentally retarded. The pain of having been 
abused, or neglected, or unloved will go away. People who have died will be alive again 
in Heaven—if they belonged to Jesus before they died. Explain that this is why it is so im-
portant that everyone accept Jesus as their Savior; we cannot go to Heaven unless we be-
lieve that Jesus is the Son of God and that He died on the cross to pay for our sins. 
 
Note to teacher: Be prepared for some hard questions during this discussion. Children may 
ask why God allows these bad things to happen. (Free will.) Why doesn’t God heal every-
one now? (He sees more and understands more than we do. He has a bigger plan.) Chil-
dren who have been abused, or who have lost a loved one (to death or divorce) may cry. 
Do not brush this off. Acknowledge their pain and tell them that they can always tell Jesus 
about their pain. He cares and will send His Holy Spirit to comfort them. You comfort 
them. Encourage the children to comfort each other. Pray for God’s comfort. 
Acknowledge that life can be very hard, and this is why we look forward to Heaven so 
much. If children are upset, end this time of sharing with a comforting song that will help 
them calm down. 
 
        Bible Story 

 
(Invite two men to dress in Bible costumes and present this story to your class.) 
 
1st Man: Good morning boys and girls. 

2nd Man: Thanks for inviting us to come talk to you. 

1st Man: You have had several visitors come to you class, haven’t you? (Allow the children 
to respond.) 

2nd Man: Did they all tell you about something special that happened to them? (Allow  
 responses.) 

1st Man: Well, guess what? We’re going to tell you about something special that happened 
to us, too! 

2nd Man: My friend and I lived in the area around Lake Galilee, and . . . 

1st Man: Wait! You forgot to tell them what was wrong with us! 

2nd Man: Oh! Yeah. We were blind. 

1st Man: All of our lives we were blind! We lived as beggars— 

2nd Man: We shared whatever scraps of food people gave us— 

1st Man: We stumbled around the countryside together, depending on each other for com-
fort and friendship. 

2nd Man: We did not have any hope of ever being able to see because being blind is pretty 
permanent. 
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1st Man: Yeah. Whoever heard of a blind man suddenly being able to see? Have you kids 
ever heard of such a thing? (Allow responses.) You have?!  

2nd Man: Who have you heard about who could make a blind man see? (Allow  
 responses.) 

1st Man: You have heard about Jesus? 

2nd Man: Well! We heard about Him, too! 

1st Man: As a matter of fact, we heard that He was healing all kinds of people—right in 
Galilee! 

2nd Man: Yeah! We heard that he told a paralyzed man to stand up, pick up his mat, and 
go home— 

1st Man: And the man did! And Jesus healed a woman who had been bleeding for twelve 
years— 

2nd Man: And all she did was touch the hem of his robe! 

1st Man: And we were there when a ruler of the synagogue came to Jesus and told Him 
that his daughter had just died. 

2nd Man: The ruler said to Jesus, “If you will just come and touch her with your hand, she 
will live again.” 

1st Man: And that’s exactly what happened? Can you believe it? (Allow responses.) 

2nd Man: Well, we believed it! We followed Jesus to the man’s house! And we heard all 
the people who were crying because the little girl had died. 

1st Man: And then we heard their crying turn to shouts of joy and amazement when the lit-
tle girl came back to life. 

2nd Man: So when Jesus started to leave, we followed Him. 

1st Man: And we called out to Him, “Son of David, show kindness to us!” 

2nd Man: We called Him “Son of David” because we knew the Savior was to come from 
the family of King David—and we believed that Jesus was the Savior! 

1st Man: Jesus went inside a house, and we followed Him. 

2nd Man: Then He said to us, “Do you believe that I can make you see again?” 

Both Men: We answered, “Yes, Lord!” 

1st Man: Then Jesus touched our eyes— 

2nd Man: And He said, “You believe that I can make you see again. So this will happen.” 

1st Man: And it did! 

2nd Man: We could see again!!! 

1st Man: Oh, children! We were so happy! We told everyone what Jesus had done for us! 
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2nd Man (very serious): But children, we want to tell you something else; Jesus did not 
heal all of the blind people in the whole country. 

1st Man: That’s right. He did not heal all of the people who could not walk, or could not 
hear. 

2nd Man: No, He did not heal them all then, and He does not heal everyone today. 

1st Man: We do not know why— 

2nd Man: But we do know this— 

Both men: In Heaven, EVERYONE will be healed! 

1st Man: Just imagine what a happy day that will be! 

2nd Man: And be sure to tell all of your friends about Jesus, so that they can go to Heaven, 
too! 

Both Men: Bye, children! See you in Heaven! 

 
        Story Review and Life Application 

1. Why did the two blind men follow Jesus? What did they want Jesus to do for them? 
2. Jesus asked the two men a very important question. What was it? 
3. Jesus said He would heal these men because they believed He could do it. This is 

what we call “faith.” The men had faith—they believed—that Jesus was sent from 
God, and that He could heal them. What does this tell you about the importance of 
faith? 

4. Just as our two visitors reminded us, not everyone who has faith is healed while they 
are here on earth. But if they have faith in Jesus and accept Him as their personal 
Lord and Savior, what will happen to them when they go to Heaven? 

5. This is wonderful news. This is the kind of good news that needs to be shared. Who 
do you know that you could share this good news with? Is there someone you can 
tell about Jesus and His wonderful promise? 

 
        Ministry Application 

CCDM has homes in Tennessee for people who have disabilities. These two homes are 
called Riverwood Christian Community. All of the people who live at Riverwood have 
strong faith and love Jesus very much. They have different kinds of disabilities, and all of 
them are very much looking forward to living in Heaven where their bodies and minds 
will be healed.  
 
Tom is one of the men who lives at Riverwood. Tom has lived at Riverwood since it 
opened in 1986. Since Tom has lived there, both of his parents have died. Of course, that 
made Tom very sad, but he knows his parents are in Heaven—waiting for him. Tom will 
tell you, “My mother and father are with Jesus, and someday I am going to join them and 
be with Jesus, too.” Tom has faith in the promises of Jesus, and he looks forward to the day 
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when his disabilities will be healed and he will stand in front of Jesus, with his parents by 
his side. Tom’s faith that Jesus’ promises are true gives him great peace. 
 
Tom is always ready to talk about his faith with others. He will talk about Heaven with his 
co-workers and with visitors who come to Riverwood. Are you ready to talk about your 
faith? Are you excited about going to Heaven? Do you think it is important to talk about 
such exciting news with others? 
 
Tom is old enough that has reached “retirement age” and since he does not work, he does 
not have enough money to pay for living at Riverwood. The offering that you give today 
will be sent to Riverwood to help pay the bills for Tom and his friends who live with him 
there. How does that make you feel? It is nice to be able to help people like Tom. When 
we share what we have with others, Jesus is very happy with us. 
 
        Prayer 

Father, we thank You that there is a place like Riverwood for Tom and his friends to live. 
We thank You that because of Your promise of Heaven, Tom knows that he will see his 
mom and dad again. We thank You that when Tom and his friends get to Heaven, all of 
their disabilities will be gone. We thank You that we will be with You in Heaven someday 
and that there will be no sadness there. Help us to be brave about telling other people 
about Your wonderful promise. Father, we love You and we are looking forward to the 
time when we will live with You in Heaven. Thank You for sending Jesus, who took away 
our sins so that we can be with You. In His name, Amen.
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     Lesson Focus 
Family members need to be able to count on each other for support and encouragement. 
Family members should remind each other to put their faith in Jesus and trust Him to pro-
vide for all of their needs. 
 
        Lesson Aim 

At the end of this lesson, students will understand that 
1. Jesus is happy with families who put their trust in Him. 
2. People who have disabilities want to have the same kind of life as anyone else, 

which includes being a part of a family and being active in their communities. 
3. People who have developmental disabilities often show the rest of us what it means 

to have an unshakable faith in the Lord Jesus and how to trust Him to provide for all 
of our needs. 

 
        Opening Activity 

Gather the children in a circle and ask them what is special about their families. Prompt 
their responses by asking if their families do any special things on holidays or fun things 
together for a treat. Ask if they have ever taken a trip together, or helped plant a garden, or 
had a water fight. Ask them what about their family makes them feel most happy or most 
loved. Let the teachers and assistants start the ball rolling by talking about their special 
memories. 
 
After each child has had the opportunity to share (some may choose not to—do not push 
them), emphasize that families care for each other, laughing together in the good times 
and crying together in the bad times. Discuss with the children why it is important that 
families be able to count on each other for support and encouragement. Talk to them 
about the fact that Jesus is our big brother, and He is the one we can always count on to 
love us and help us. 
 
If you have children in your classroom who come from poor home environments, this dis-
cussion may be difficult for them. Be sensitive to these children. Talk about the fact that 
even when we feel lonely or afraid at home, there is always someone who loves us, and 
that is God.  

Lesson 5 

Families Are for Caring 
Mark 5:21-24; 35-42 
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       Bible Story 

(This story may be told from the father’s perspective, the mother’s perspective, or from the 
girl’s perspective. Choose your best actor. This account is written from the father’s  
perspective.) 
 
Hello, boys and girls. My name is Jairus and I am a ruler in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
Who remembers what a synagogue is? (Wait for responses.) That’s right; a synagogue is a 
building where Jewish people meet to worship God and learn more about Him. The build-
ing is also used as a courtroom and a school—but only for boys! Back in my day, only 
boys were allowed to go to school! But I love little girls, especially my daughter, and she 
is the very special person I want to tell you about. 
 
We rulers and leaders in the synagogue had heard all about Jesus. We knew that He said 
He was the Son of God. Some of the leaders were furious about this and thought that Jesus 
was a liar, but I thought that He must be telling the truth. Who else but the Son of God 
could do the kinds of things that Jesus was doing? He walked across Lake Galilee to a boat 
where His friends were, and when He got to the boat, He stopped a storm! He fed thou-
sands of people with just a little bit of food! You have heard about the things He did, 
right? What other kinds of things did Jesus do? (Allow the children to respond.) Yes, that’s 
right, he made blind men see, he made crippled people walk—who else but the Son of 
God could do those things? 
 
So, when my little girl got very, very sick, I went to find Jesus. He and his followers were 
spending time around Lake Galilee, teaching people about how God wants us to behave. 
There was always a large crowd of people around Jesus, and I had to work my way 
through all those people to get to Him. When I saw Him, I bowed down in front on Him. I 
told Him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her. Then she 
will be healed and will live.” I begged Him to come, over and over.  
 
And Jesus said He would come! We started back to my house—but the whole crowd was 
following! People were pushing and reaching out to Him and we could hardly move! I 
wanted to send them away so that Jesus could hurry to my house, but the crowd was too 
big. Then, Jesus stopped walking. He turned around and looked at the crowd and said, 
“Who touched my clothes?” I felt like screaming—my daughter was dying and Jesus want-
ed to know who touched His clothes? His followers thought it was a strange question too. 
They said, “Lord, there are so many people pushing against you! And you ask, ‘Who 
touched me?’” But Jesus kept looking around the crowd. Then a woman came forward. 
She bowed at Jesus feet and she was shaking with fear. She said, “Lord, I touched your 
robe, and when I did my sickness left me.” Jesus said to her, “Dear woman, you are made 
well because you believed. Go in peace. You will have no more suffering.” 
 
While Jesus was still speaking to her, some of the men from my house came to us. They 
brought the most terrible news! They said, “Jairus, your daughter is dead. There is no need 
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to bother the teacher now.” Oh! My heart sank! My emotions were at war in my mind; I 
was angry with the crowd for holding Jesus back, I wanted to scream out, “No! No! No!” 
But Jesus did not pay any attention to my men. He said to me, “Do not be afraid; only be-
lieve.” 
 
Now Jesus sent the crowd away. He let only Peter, James, and John come with us to my 
house. Before we got there, we heard the noise of my friends and family crying—they 
were crying loudly and running around in confusion. No one knew what to do!  
 
Jesus came into my house and said, “Why are you crying and making so much noise? This 
child is not dead. She is only asleep.” I’m sorry to have to tell you that my friends laughed 
at Jesus. Then, He told them to leave. He took me, my wife, and Peter, James, and John in-
to my little girl’s room where she was lying on her bed. My wife and I could barely 
breathe! Our precious daughter was dead. Then Jesus took hold of her hand and said, “Lit-
tle girl, I tell you to stand up!” And she did! My daughter got up off the bed and began 
walking! My wife and I were amazed—we were speechless! Peter, James, and John were 
amazed, too. We were so full of emotion that we just stood there not knowing what to do. 
Jesus, calm as anything, told us to give our daughter some food. Well! That kind of woke 
us up! Of course she was hungry—she had been sick for such a long time that she had not 
eaten for days! My wife and I started laughing and hurried to fix our daughter some food. I 
cannot tell you how happy we were! We praised God for sending Jesus to us. He gave us 
back our little girl and made our family complete again. 
 
Thanks for letting me share my story with you! When you get to Heaven, you will meet 
my wife and daughter! Bye! 
 
        Story Review and Life Application 

1. Why did Jairus go to find Jesus on the shore of Lake Galilee? What did he want Je-
sus to do? 

2. Jairus showed how much he loved his daughter by going after Jesus. How can we 
show love for our family members? 

3. Jesus said that he would do what Jairus asked. Why? Because he was a good father? 
Because he had come a long ways to find Jesus? (No, because he had faith.) 

4. How do you show your faith in Jesus? (By trusting Him, by believing Him, by pray-
ing to Him.) 

5. How can families show faith in Jesus? 
6. What could you and your family do that would help other families know about the 

wonderful love of Jesus? 
 
        Ministry Application 

The people who live in CCDM homes become like a family to each other. The people 
who live in Riverwood I eat together as a family and the people who live in Riverwood II 
do the same thing. After dinner, some people do the dishes together while others are do-
ing laundry, and others are watching TV—just like at your house! 
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They celebrate their birthdays together, have devotions together, and pray for each other. 
When someone has a bad day at work, the others listen to their troubles. When someone 
is sick, the others take care of them and pray for them. Like the family in the Bible story 
today, the CCDM families put their faith in Jesus Christ and trust Him to provide for their 
needs. 
 
The people who live at Riverwood I & II are thankful to the Lord for their homes and for 
the staff members who take care of them. The offerings that you have brought today will 
be sent to CCDM so that they can continue providing homes—and families—for people 
who have disabilities.  
 
        Prayer 

Lord God, thank You that You are our Father and that Jesus Christ is our brother. Thank 
You for allowing us to be members of Your family. Thank You also for the families You 
have given us here on earth. Help us to be good family members, being patient and kind 
with each other.  
 
Thank You for providing families for the people who live at Riverwood. Thank You that 
they have people to care about and people who care about them. Father, we pray for 
CCDM that they might always be able to care for people who have disabilities. Thank You 
that we can have a small part in caring for them, too. In Jesus name, Amen. 


