
1 

 

The Rapture? 
 

 

 

    The Church was put on alert early that she was not 

to give in to certain suggestions concerning eschatolo-

gy  (the doctrine of last things).  We are not to think 

that the Day of Christ has come, the day identified here 

as the day of both His coming and  of His gathering 

us to Himself.  With those two events, Paul joins a 

third later in the passage: 

 

 2 Thess 2:8  And then the Lawless One will be re-
vealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the 
breath of His mouth and shall destroy with the 
brightness of His coming 

 

    So at the time when Jesus comes, the time at which 

He will gather us to Himself, He will also destroy An-

tichrist (if we may so identify the "Lawless One" 

here). 

2 Thessalonians 2:1, 2   
And, brothers, we entreat you,  

by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and of our gathering together to Him,    

for you not to be quickly shaken in the mind,  
nor to be disturbed, neither through a spirit,  

nor through speech, nor through letter, 
as through us,  

as if the Day of Christ has come.  
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    This is the only passage in the New Testament that 

INCLUDES ALL THREE ESCHATOLOGICAL INGREDIENTS:  

1)  Christ's coming,  

2)  our gathering to Him, and  

3)  Antichrist's destruction.   

    It is also the only passage that sequences  all three 

events.  It ought, therefore, to be the GUIDING        

PASSAGE for any of those events when we need to fit 

them together Biblically. 

    The other indicator Paul gives in this passage as to 

whether Christ has come is simply whether or not the 

Antichrist has come: 

 

 2 Thess 2:3  Let not anyone deceive you by any 
means. For that Day shall not come unless there 
first comes a falling away, and the Man of Sin 
shall be revealed, the Son of Perdition 
 

    Here the Antichrist is called the Man of Sin and the 

Son of Perdition.  Paul's starkly simple reasoning is 

that Christ cannot come until Antichrist comes.  The 

language is so straightforward and Paul's point is so 

clearly made, it is a wonder there is so much division 

over the subject.   

    The reason for the division, of course, is that no one 

is paying attention to this passage, especially not as the 

guiding passage on the subject. 
 

    Unfortunately, this is not a simple oversight.  Our 

passage cannot guide Christians’ minds who have 

come to prefer teachings in which we will avoid en-
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countering Antichrist.  They also reason that we cannot 

be here when God’s wrath is on the earth; but God’s 

people have been here during God’s wrath before, Ps 
76:6-8; 90:11; Nah 1:6; Deut 32:21-22; Lam 2:4; 4:11; Ezra 

10:14; Jer 33:5; 1 Thess 2:16 (this last verse mainly 

shows that God’s wrath is not in itself particularly sin-

gular). 

 

    So in answer to the question in the title:  the Rap-

ture?  No, there is no Rapture (per the popular defini-

tion).  Jesus will not come to get us before the Anti-

christ and the Tribulation.   

    So we will go through the Tribulation and endure 

the Antichrist?  Yes.   

    Will Christ protect His people during this period?  

Yes, as He always has.  Will this still include martyr-

dom for some of them?  Yes, as it always has. 
 

    Where did people get the idea of a Rapture?  You’ll 

have to ask them that.  But when they answer, you’ll 

find that they are using passages that only deals with 

one or two of the aspects of Christ’s return, not all 

three.  2 Thessalonians chapter 2 is the ONLY PAS-

SAGE that gives us all three IN ORDER.  Any passage 

used to try to prove a Rapture must obviously fit 

WITHIN the framework of 2 Thessalonians chapter 

2.  It therefore becomes part of something other than a 

Rapture. 
  

    Is God trying to confuse us here?  How could so 

many people be so wrong about such an important doc-

trine? 

    The Rapture is a fairly recent doctrine in Church his-
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tory, barely 100 years old.  It did not originate from 

careful Bible exegesis.  Most importantly, it does not 

stand the test of Scriptural comparison.  Some verse or 

passage may sound like a Rapture, but when compared 

with other passages, especially an obvious guiding pas-

sage such as Second Thessalonians chapter two, we see 

that the language and concepts are being stretched be-

yond their real boundaries -  they are being twisted. 

 

   The Rapture?  No.   

    Jesus’ coming?  Yes.   

    Jesus destroying the Antichrist?  Yes.   

    Jesus gathering us to Himself, safe and sound, at 

THAT time?    Yes. 
 

    Second Thessalonians chapter two was written as a 

reminder.  Paul had already told them these things, but 

they had forgotten and begun believing a falsehood 

about Christ’s return.   
 

2 Thess 2:5  Do you not remember that while I was 
still with you, I was telling you these things?  

 

    Apparently, it’s easy to make mistakes about 

Christ’s coming, and we have fallen prey to such an 

error in our day. 
 

    May God grant us a return to careful attention to the 

plain teaching of Scripture.  In this area, it’s not that 

difficult.  The Thessalonians’ slip has become our 

boon.  Now Paul has laid it out more carefully than ev-

er. 
 

    Let us obey him: know; remember; do not swerve. 


