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Words of the Verse: 
 

    "Built" is from a Hebrew word used 376 times 

for all kinds of building: houses, cities, and altars 

mostly; also walls; probably most interestingly 

"woman" in Gen 2:22. 

    "Established" is from a Hebrew word meaning 

"to erect," and is used of God making the heavens, 

Prov 3:19; 8:27. 

    "Fill" is from a Hebrew word by which God 

told Adam to multiply and "fill" the earth, Gen 

1:28. 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 24:3, 4 
Through wisdom a house is built,  

and it is established by understanding,  
and by knowledge the inner parts shall be filled  

with valuable and delightful substance.  
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Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Vehicle for the Lesson: 
 

• A house 

 

What must be done for the house: 
 

• Build 

• Establish 

• Fill its inner parts with valued and pleasing assets 

 
Tools necessary to accomplish the 3 above,  
in order: 
 
• Wisdom 

• Intelligence 

• Knowledge 

 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    What kind of house are we trying to build 
here?  Any kind.  Anything that can be called 
a house is an undertaking requiring wisdom.  
Possibly least important by comparison, 
though still applicable, is a literal house: 
 

Eccl 10:18  By slothfulness the building decays; 
and through lowering of the hands the house 
leaks.  
 

    Wisdom wards off laziness and inaction 
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and attends to domicile maintenance.  But 
even this is really an analogy in its Ecclesias-
tes context.  
    Solomon has already spoken of "houses" 
in various ways 27 times before today's prov-
erb.  Besides talking about a physical house 
about half the time, several of the instances 
equate to what we would term "household," 
such as: 
 

Prov 14:1  A wise woman builds her house, but the 
foolish pulls it down with her own hands.  
 

    This verse also uses the same word for 
"build" as today's verse.  Proverbs only has 
the combination of "build" and "house"  four 
times.  The final one certainly seems to 
speak of a literal house, later in our chapter: 
 

Pro 24:27  Prepare your work outside, and make it 
fit for yourself in the field, and afterwards build 
your house.  
     
    Though the ramifications of this, too, are 
beyond just physical houses.  The other 
combination of the two words is the first one 
in the book: 
 

Prov 9:1  Wisdom has built her house; she has 
hewn her seven pillars.  
Pro 9:2  She has slaughtered her beasts; she has 

mixed her wine; she has also set her table.  
Pro 9:3  She has sent out her young women to call 

from the highest places in the town,  
Pro 9:4  "Whoever is simple, let him turn in 
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here!" ... 
 

    Here we see that Wisdom has already gone 
to the trouble of building a house just so she 
can show hospitality to any who will come.  
Sad that so few turn in.  Our verse tells us 
our reward when we hear Wisdom's invita-
tion. 
 

    "House" is also combined with "establish" 
elsewhere, as it is in our verse, most directly 
of establishing David's "house" (there mainly 
his lineage), 1 Sam 7:24, and of Jehovah's 
house (the Temple) being established, Isa 
2:2; Mic 4:1.   
    "House" is not combined with "knowledge" 
in any verses (not even in ours, appearing a 
verse later). 
 

    One more word study insight:  the words 
wisdom, intelligence (usually translated 
"understanding"), and knowledge only occur 
together in four verses (again, not even our 
passage, which is two verses long).  Three of 
them are about men filled with God's Spirit 
for the task of building first the Tabernacle 
(Bezaleel in Exod 31:3; 35:31), then the Tem-
ple (Hiram in 1 Kings 7:14).  The fourth is in 
Proverbs: 
 

Prov 2:6  For Jehovah gives wisdom; out of His 
mouth are knowledge and understanding.  
 

    So whatever we learn about house build-
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ing today, we know that God is the only 
source of our construction tools. 
    Again, then, whatever the Bible calls a 
HOUSE presents us with the task of building 
and furnishing it wisely.  This includes the 
Church: 
 

1 Tim 3:15  but if I am delayed, I write so that you 
may know how it is necessary to conduct oneself 
in the house of God, which is the church of the liv-
ing God, the pillar and bulwark of the truth. 
 

    And it includes our own bodies: 
 

2 Cor 5:1  For we know that if our earthly house, 
this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from 
God, a house not made by hand, eternal in the 
heavens.  
 

    God's house, the Church, must be built 
wisely.  My own personal temple- my body- 
takes intelligence to erect as an upright ves-
sel before God.  My household- my family- 
requires extensive Biblical knowledge to 
beautify with healthful furnishings.   
    But how can I insure that wisdom, intelli-
gence, and knowledge are my tools for all 
this building God has given me to do? 

 

    One means is to consider the ways in 
which each work provides a foundation for 
the next phase of building.  We are to build, 
establish, and fill, in that order.  There is a 
logical succession to these tasks which 
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keeps wisdom, intelligence, and knowledge 
in all we do. 
 

   First of all, as to overall plans:  Wisdom 
sees the whole picture; intelligence focuses 
the picture here, there, or generally; 
knowledge further trims, frames, hangs, 
and shows the picture. 
    More broadly:  Wisdom creates, intelli-
gence settles, and knowledge occupies/ de-
tails. 
    To describe them:  Wisdom is vision and 
energy; intelligence is comprehension and 
perseverance; knowledge is application. 
 

    Notice that in all three of the analogies 
above, knowledge is almost the opposite of 
theory.  Knowledge takes the role of DOING- 
"filling" in our verse.  When we hear 
knowledge compared to wisdom, it is usually 
wisdom which is the application, knowledge 
the theory.   
    That's because we're used to thinking of 
knowledge as bits of information, data.  Bib-
lically, this sells knowledge very short.  
Knowledge includes data, but to shear it 
back it merely that- well, it makes it even 
less than a skeleton (which is at least essen-
tial in its own right); more like bits of long-
parched bone scattered about in no order 
which we find only isolated uses for. 
    True Biblical knowledge "fills the inner 
parts" of the house.  It is the most immedi-
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ately and apparently useful of the three 
building tools.  It gives us the items we see, 
touch, and implement FROM our souls and 
TO other areas in our lives (but to our own 
souls as well).   
 

    Ours is the only verse in Proverbs where 
"inner parts" (six occurrences) includes the 
chambers of a literal house (again, used 
mainly as an analogy).  Solomon otherwise 
uses "inner parts" of our inner man (mostly 
of the place where gossip nestles in), and one 
time of the chambers of Sheol.  Solomon 
therefore tends to see inner parts in a very 
personal manner.  The inner parts of a house 
are its intimate, cozy places- the rooms 
where living is done.  Knowledge fills these 
spaces with "all significant and pleasing as-
sets." 

    Knowledge furnishes our souls with these 
many items, but they are all so useful and 
fitting as to seem essential.  But with 
knowledge, we don't have to go without any 
of the lovely accoutrements.  We don't have 
to sell any of them off in lean times.  We 
don't have to worry about storing any in the 
attic because they have gone out of fashion 
or become time-worn.  They are always ours 
and they only improve with age and use.  We 
can only lose them by losing a relish for 
knowledge itself, or her companions. 
 

    Wisdom is what we SEE with eyes 
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(formerly blind) touched by the Nazarene.  
Intelligence is the organization of our MIND, 
taking in all of Scriptures that we can now 
see by wisdom.  Knowledge is the USE of 
what we thus comprehend by God's enable-
ment.   
    Wisdom builds the whole house.  Every-
thing for life is supplied by our fear of God, 
our listening to His life-giving words.  Intelli-
gence establishes the house, securing its 
stability and completeness in every phase.  
Intelligence is just wisdom enjoying the de-
tails and the beauty, symmetry, and connec-
tion of the whole.  Knowledge further distills 
these details and this broad comprehension 
into sayings which well represent the beau-
ty, truth, and power of the whole project- be 
it church, home, or self. 
 

    Build.  Look at every undertaking in life as 
a building project.  Build wisely.  TAKE Wis-
dom for your working companion.  Know 
that folly is the material this world provides, 
so you must keep your love for intelligence 
clear and close.  Likewise, you have no natu-
ral comprehension of the most vital and 
basic elements of reality, so you must 'pay' 
knowledge (Prov 23:23) to be your live-in co-
hort and consultant.  Buy and build. 
 


