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Trapped by the Nameless Woman 
 

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    "Nameless" is from a Hebrew word meaning to 

turn aside, as in for lodging, picturing a traveler, 

someone from out of town.  From that idea it car-

ries further connotations of unsanctified (pagan) 

and also adulterous. 

    "Despised" is most closely "angry" but it can 

carry the idea of hatred and scorn as well. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being considered: 
 

• The mouth of transient women 

 

Its description: 
 

• A deep hole 
 

Its use: 
 

• Those with whom God is angry fall in the hole 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

Proverbs 22:14 
The mouth of nameless women is a deep pit;  

those despised by Jehovah shall fall there.  
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    The word for the "nameless" women is used most 

often (77x total) of foreign people or things, those 
from out of town.  But it is also used of the "strange" 
fire (Exod 30:9) Nadab and Abihu offered to God and 

were killed for (Lev 10:1, 2).  There the word carries 
the idea of something alternative and out of place.  
This is very close to the meaning of the "strange" 

woman.  "Unauthorized" would be a good translation 
of the fire, but "nameless" comes closer to describing 

the adulteress.  Her actual name is known, no 
doubt, but she herself is truly unknown to the man.  
She might as well have no name.  Ironically, his 

whole life might well become bound up with her, and 
her ever-mysterious name may well consume him, 

yet she is still essentially a stranger: an outsider 
who arrived and conquered and took possession.  
She becomes an invading sovereign over his soul. 

    She is also a stranger in the sense of alternative.  
She is an alternative to a man's wife, even be it his 
prospective, future wife.  He chooses her over a wife.  

(Indeed, she may become a wife:  a Delilah, for in-
stance.)   

    Proverbs 1-9 is the foundation of proverbs; chap-
ters 10-31 are the actual proverbs.  Chapters one 
through nine are repeatedly addressed to "my son."  

There fully one third of the instruction is warnings 
against adultery/ fornication.  Now we have re-

turned to the subject. 
   Proverbs 22:14 sounds a very familiar note.  It is 
the alluring woman's speech which imprisons men's 

hearts.  So previously: 

 

Prov 2:16  They will deliver you from the strange wom-
an, the stranger who flatters with her words,  
Prov 5:3  For the lips of a strange woman drip honey, 
and her palate is smoother than oil;  
Prov 6:24  to keep you from the evil woman, from the flat-



3 

tery of the tongue of a strange woman [from a different 

Hebrew word meaning unexpected, but also trans-

lated mostly as "foreigner, alien, stranger, 

strange."]  
Prov 7:5  so that they may keep you from the strange 
woman, from the stranger who flatters with her words.  
Prov 9:16, 17  The simple one, let him turn in here. And to 
one lacking heart, she says to him,  
  Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is 

pleasant.  
 
    If a man is entranced by a woman's beauty, that 

is surely captivating enough.  But if a woman wants 
to make the man her personal slave, she will also 

speak to him.  She will speak to him words of her 
special spell.  She will flatter him.  She will make 
herself vulnerable in his eyes, like bait on a hook.   

    All women have a general power over men.  Once 
a woman discovers this power, some will find it ad-
dictive.  They will crave conquest.  They want men to 

desire them.  They want men's lives to be bent out of 
shape over them.  The men who become thus mis-

shapen have fallen precariously into a "deep pit".  
Proverbs 2:19 indicates they have fallen for good. 
    Solomon further comments: 

 

Ecclesiastes 7:26  and I find more bitter than death the 
woman whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands like 
bands.  Whoever pleases God shall escape from her, but 
the sinner shall be taken by her.  
     
    As always, Proverbs is a book of degrees.  It gives 

characteristics in motion, often at an extreme; then 
we see what degree of that characteristic may be in 
us.  Any young woman receiving attention from mul-

tiple suitors fancies the attention given her.  Most 
women, though, learn a reasonable amount of re-

straint.  They realize that the idea is to settle on one 
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fellow.  They recognize what they  would become if 

they made an ongoing game of men's pursuit; there-
fore, intoxication with men's desire is traded for life 

with just one man.   
    The nameless woman, though, cannot be satisfied 
with this.  She lives for the sport of enslaving men.  

The extreme nameless woman has a heart of 
"snares and nets" (Eccl 7:26 above).  Her whole in-

ner being thinks like a trapper or slaver.  This wom-
an is "more bitter than death."  That's bitter!  She 
imprisons men for life if she can.  When she has 

them, they think they must have her.  This is the 
homage the nameless woman wants.  She will 
doubtless have to cast many men aside, leaving the 

wounded like so many flecks of foam in her wake.  
Indeed, perhaps she chose her course to exact re-

venge for having been cast off herself. 
    A nameless woman may be married.  She may be 
a refined woman.  She may be satisfied to rule one 

man- at a time.  But she lives to rule, to imprison.  
Notice that the nameless woman is almost certainly 

not a prostitute.  She almost certainly is a fornicator, 
but not a prostitute.  She is no better than a prosti-
tute, but a prostitute merely seeks to take advantage 

of men.  The nameless woman wants more.* 
    Note also that it is "nameless women," plural.  It 

is assumed that the man will eventually move from 
nameless woman to nameless woman.  His lover 
moves on to another man, so he must hand his 

heart's reins to another enslaving woman.  He is 
captive to a whole, cruel society. 

 

    Furthermore, the nameless woman is a "pit" into 

which men "fall."  She is a surprise.  She cannot be 
foreseen.  She doesn't seem to have designs upon 

his soul. 
    Indeed, a nameless woman can operate absolutely 
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instinctively, never seeing in her mirror the charac-

teristics we've described.  She likely recognizes that 
she doesn't really love the men she pursues, but she 

instinctively tells them she does.  She may even play 
her role as though it were real.  Whatever conscience 
remains in her might demand it.  "I love you," she 

says, and believes it herself.  Poor man who also be-
lieves her!  But she is so believable. 

 

    Ironically, many men she is likely to rule were 

themselves willing to hurt women to please them-
selves.  "I love you," these men would say, only to 

convince the woman to have sexual relations with 
them.  But he meets more than his match in the 
nameless woman.  And he deserves it.  In fact, our 

proverb tells us that any man she catches is her fair 
game!  Not that she is in the right, but the men she 

catches deserve to be enslaved.  God has set them 
aside for the fate! 

    "Those despised by Jehovah."  Whom does God 
despise?  For we see it is someone He already hates 
who receives the further sentence of the seductress.  

But does God really despise these men?  Doesn't He 
love everyone? 

    "Despise" is an interesting word.  The Hebrew 

za'am basically means "to foam", speaking of great 
fury.  It is only used twelve times and makes an ex-

cellent word study.  The word seems to clearly carry 
the idea of either anger or hatred, depending on the 

context: 

 

Prov 24:24  He who says to the wicked, You are righteous; 
the peoples shall curse him; nations shall abhor him.  
 

    "Abhor" means hate.  Most Christians do not un-

derstand that Hell is the place for those whom God 
hates.  When they do, they can also realize that He 

was hating those people before they went into Hell: 



6 

 

Psalm 5:5  The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; 
you hate all evildoers.  
Psa 5:6  You destroy those who speak lies; the LORD ab-

hors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.  
 

    These are yet two more Hebrew synonyms for hate
- speaking here of those whom God presently hates.   

    Our proverb is saying that when God hates a 
man, one sentence He can give him is 'seductress 
jail.'  This is not a random sentence.  The punish-

ment fits the crime, just as it will in Hell. 

    Here's another example of whom God 
hates: 

 

Prov 6:16  These six Jehovah hates; yea, seven are hateful 
to his soul:  
Pro 6:17  a proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed 

innocent blood,  
Pro 6:18  a heart that plots wicked plans, feet hurrying to 

run to evil,  
Pro 6:19  a false witness who speaks lies, and he who caus-

es fighting among brothers.  
 

    Again, "God loves the sinner but hates the sin" 
seems clearly to be a church overstatement or an 

outright fiction.  God hates some sinners.  God lov-
ing a sinner but hating his sin may be true of a 
Christian, but if a Christian has a "proud 

look" (above), God will hate that.  God will therefore 
act in a righteously hateful way towards a prideful 

Christian. 
    David could see God's hatred of his sin all the rest 
of his life.  Where did it start?  David apparently had 

the smell of 'cologne de haughtee' when he stayed at 
the palace in a time when kings were supposed to go 
to battle (2 Sam 11).  A woman bathing just in the 

place where she could be seen from the vantage 
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point of the palace was perhaps 'fishing' for a pro-

motion in life, a station more in keeping with her 
great beauty.  Like many women, she was willing to 

play the seductress within set borders.  She had no 
wanton desire to give herself away on the streets, 
but if she could get an offer from a nobleman...  She 

was certainly amenable when David called for her. 
    Could we say that most women in the world have 

at least a bit of the nameless woman's calling card?  
For the right man, she'll just leave an opening in 
case he wants to drop his own hint. 

    And most men?  Fodder for such an invitation?  
Sadly, "most" and then some would seem accurate.  

Most men invisibly sport the rooster feathers of 
pride sufficiently to be fair game for a seductress 
every day.  Pride is hateful to God.  A man thinks 

TOO HIGHLY of himself; he's willing to reward him-
self with a lady's charms.  His reward turns into his 

punishment.   

 

    Truly, an amorous man finds himself a nameless 
woman of some variety even if he seduces her.  Any-

thing she says short of, ''Get out of here or I'm call-
ing the police" is an encouragement when he tries to 
kiss her.  Her mouth is a deep pit even when she's 

saying, "No, we'd better not," but keeps on kissing. 
    The adulterer and adulteress are a perfect match.  

That's what our proverb is saying.  He's prideful.  
She's shopping her wares.  Bingo.  The sleazy crimi-
nal and his jail have met.  Whatever kind of jailbreak 

he makes afterwards or early release she may grant, 

they have both been pegged by our proverb.  The 

more of the perfect nameless woman she is, the bet-
ter she will be able to string him along.  The less she 

is, the more she'll castigate herself and disdain her 
fluttering venture.  The more pride he has, the deep-

er he'll fall for her.  The less, and the more he'll 
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humble himself in arrears and retreat from his cock-

iness and thus his shackles.   
    But he may find his host a maximum security 

prison he hadn't counted on at all.  He, of course, 
thought he was in charge of the situation, as is al-
ways the case with the prideful.  It may take a true 

miracle for him to escape, for: 

 

Proverbs 2:19  None going in to her return, nor do they 
reach the paths of life.  
 

    Added to everything else, he has attuned his 
pleasure sensors for her special kind of satisfaction.  

Addiction is the right word.  We don't perceive forni-
cators as addicts, nor do we see that they die as 
drug addicts do.  But their death is a spiritual one. 

 

 

*  There is probably a little of the nameless woman in a 

prostitute.  They glory in men's weakness for them. 
 


