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Words of the Verse: 
 

    "Longing" and "longingly" are from the same Hebrew 

word.  "Craves" is from the root word based on "longing" and 

"longingly". 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The indolent 

• The righteous 
 

The Descriptions of the One and the Other: 
 

• His yearning kills him  /  He desires longingly all day 

• Gives and does not spare 

 

Reason the  indolent's yearning kills him: 
 

• His hands refuse to work 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    We have reached our first two-verse proverb.  Multi-
ple-verse proverbs become quite common before too 

long. 
    We have run into the sluggard by this Hebrew tag 

Proverbs 21:25, 26 

The longing of the slothful kills him,  
for his hands have refused to work.  

He craves longingly all day;  
but the righteous gives and does not spare.    
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five times before. 
    Solomon is treating the indolent as he did the scorn-
er in the previous verse.  He is piling descriptions on 

him.  It is as though he deems us ready to make a real-
ly categorical assessment of him.  If we have identified 
him by now through his previous portrayals, we should 

relinquish a certain amount of diffidence in our 
thoughts and indulge some godly despite for him (Ps. 

15:4). 
    Furthermore, Solomon wishes to tie the lazy man to 
the scorner because of their similarity.  The lazy man 

also is full of pride.  The conspicuous characteristic 
that is driving him is desire.  But why is his desire 

counterproductive?  Because it rules him.  He is totally 
geared to WANTING, because he thinks so highly of 
himself.  This arrogance is not really alongside his de-

sire, it is almost one with his desire.  The two are nearly 
indistinguishable. 
    Yearning is certainly the quality Solomon wishes to 
emphasize in the lazy man.  He uses a term for longing 
three times.  Again, this yearning is simply a form of 

pride.  It is simply a way of saying, "I deserve", coupled 
with "and so I deserve not to work."  This is double 

pride!   
    The apathy of the lazy man will usually not invite our 
pigeonholing him this way, for he often seems free of 

ambition- hence, free of pride.  But his apparent free-
dom from ambition is no indicator of the amount of de-

sire within him.  He is bursting with desire, to the point 
that he has actually short-circuited himself by it (it 
"kills him").   
    He is really a dangerous fellow given the right set of 
circumstances, because his constantly raging battle 

with himself can practically turn him into a warrior in 
his thoughts.  Coupled with his avarice, this could 
cause him to target those from whom he thinks he 

could steal, for instance, with little effort. 
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    He yearns longingly all day, but the same pride feeding 

his longing feeds his stubborn refusal to work.  Why 

should he put himself to the same trouble as other 
people?  They're obviously ordinary compared to him.  
He has his sights on higher objectives.  So this stubbon 

craver yearns but sits.  He is at war with himself.  He 
"kills" himself. 
    When someone like this shows up at work- and as 

often as not they are compelled into the work force-  
they are a true bother.  They, of course, do not want to 

be called lazy or thought of as lazy, so they will have fits 
of energetic output.  But their basic nature will eventu-

ally allow others to do the tasks they feel they can side-
step without notice.  In fact, their calculating nature 
makes them good at leaving messes that will likely be 

laid at someone else's doorstep. 
 

    So the lazy man's double pride- "I deserve" (longing), 
and "I deserve rest" (refusal to work)- kills him.  He 

simply works against himself.   
    He is killing himself spiritually, as his pride sepa-

rates him far from God.   
    He is killing himself personally, because, in his war 
against himself, he must always be at least partial los-

er.   
    He is killing himself socially, because he has no in-

terpersonal skills except those that manipulate others 
to his desires.   
    He is killing himself monetarily, because he will al-
ways cut corners at work, and, crafty as he is, this will 
always catch up to him. 
 
    The Christian who is lathered up into a spiritual 
frenzy of desire for 'more of God' is, then, a prime can-
didate for a lazy man's sales pitch.   
    "Here's your 1-2-3 method for getting more of God!"  
In our day, he will likely be 'instructed' in how to ob-

tain a certain spiritual gift.  Once he has received this 
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exciting experience, he will no longer dwell on a plane 

with the lowly Christian mortals who toil along 'on their 
own power'. 
    Actually, the Christian running on Holy Spirit power 
is the one who is "diligent" to show himself approved to 
God, a "worker" whose work is "correctly cutting" the 

Word of Truth- taking the time to 'listen' to God by pay-
ing detailed attention to His revelation, the Scriptures 
(2 Tim. 2:15). 
    The diligent Christian is out of DESIRE mode, and 
into GIVING mode.  He doesn't measure his spiritual 

progress so much by his felt level of desire.  Rather, he 
measures his desire by how readily he takes in God's 

Word.  He then becomes a GIVER, sharing what he 
learns, and sharing his resources because he knows he 

has been recreated a servant. 
    So much of modern Christianity plays right into the 

hands of spiritual laziness.  It is assumed that if some-
one can just attain a flaming passion for God, this is 
the highest level of spirituality.  Rather, we should sus-

pect this as 'all desire and no fulfillment'.  The boring 
activity of Bible study becomes an insurmountable hur-
dle to the newly impassioned Christian.  Or his passion 

flavors his Bible study for a few days, then it becomes 
humdrum, and he assumes he needs another shot of 

passion. 
    Every Christian eventually finds a gear in which he 
does most of life's driving.  The 'passionate' Christian 

simply forsakes the lower plain on the assumption that 
that can't be the real experience of God.  He didn't find 

God that way.  So his moments of passion eventually 
become his proof that he doesn't have to go back to 
'boring-ville'.  He then categorizes Bible-studying Chris-

tians as 'lower-tier'.  This prideful allegation is just a 
'Christian' manifestation of the laziness our verse ex-

poses. 
 


