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Words of the Verse: 

 

    "Scales" is from a Hebrew word meaning "to ascend".  

    "Topples" is from a Hebrew word meaning "to descend". 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Considered: 
 

• A wise person 

 

Abilities: 

 

• Climbs into the warrior's city 

• Brings down the strength in which his city took 

refuge 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 
    One point of this proverb is to show the superiori-
ty of wisdom to might.  When wisdom is pitted 
against might, wisdom wins.  But we must consider 

IN WHAT WAY wisdom wins and WHETHER the 
mighty always even know they have been capsized. 

Proverbs 21:22 

The wise scales the city of the mighty  
and topples the strength  

in which it trusts.    
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    This is definitely a proverb on Christian military 
tactics. 
    Why would we need military tactics? 
 
 2 Cor 10:4  for the weapons of our warfare ...  
 

• We are in a war. 

• Our war is fought on two fronts. 

• The main front is invisible: 
 
 Eph 6:12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the 
world's rulers, of the darkness of this age, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.  
 
    The other front is the human manifestation of the 

spiritual wickedness: 
 

 2 Cor 10:4, 5  For the weapons of our warfare are not flesh-
ly, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong-
holds,  pulling down arguments and every high thing that 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing in-
to captivity every thought into the obedience of Christ 
 
    Humanly expressed ideas and philosophies are the 
objects of our attack.  We are under Satan's assault 
through them, and we must both defend ourselves 

and counterattack. 
    Our proverb today describes our counterattack. 
    Let us make seven observations about the Chris-
tian warrior and his warfare: 
 
1) We are not simply building an alternate city and 

inviting the enemy over (though we are doing that 
too).  We are seeking to 'violently' bring down the  

    anti-God arguments in which he trusts, so that he 
will never trust them again.  Of course, our actual 
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manner will be very gentle; but this belies our inten-
tion, for the unbeliever's own good, to demolish his 

trusted citadel of independence from God. 
 
2)  The city is not easily entered.  It must be 
'ascended'.  Unbelief is a whole, integral system that 
nurtures itself and knits itself into an impregnable 
bastion, unless God grants us the wisdom to over-
come it. 
 
3)  The city is defended by a warrior.  The mildest 
unbeliever instinctively knows how to defend his un-
belief.  In fact, some of the weakest objections they 
raise are actually designed as vast, camouflaged bul-

warks that thwart us by their seeming ease of defeat. 
 
4)  We endanger ourselves seeking to enter this city.  
First there is the 'ascent' of the city walls, a climb 
whose failure could plunge us to our death.  Then we 
are facing a warrior defending his home ground.  
Surely he will fight like a madman!  We take the en-

counter lightly to our grave peril! 
 
5)  A 'city' implies a complex of defenses.  The meta-
phor pictures the numerous facets of human person-
ality and activity innate in every man.  All of these 
capabilities will be used against you, in crafty and 

spontaneous coordination, if you seek to lower his 
flag of human dominion. 
 
6)  The Christian warrior's manual of warfare is basi-
cally WISDOM. 
 

 Col 4:5, 6  Walk in wisdom toward those on the outside, 
redeeming the time.  Let your speech be always with grace, 
having been seasoned with salt, that you may know how 
you ought to answer each one.  
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    A belligerent Christian will bluster and accuse to 
no advantage.  A friendly Christian may just advise 
with no encroachment.  But a wise Christian will 
actually strategize a way INTO the dark citadel to 

lay siege to its strongest inner point until it crum-
bles, freeing the occupant from its imprisonment 
(should God 'give increase' to his efforts). 
 
7)  The wise man KNOWS the city of unbelief.  He 
lived there.  Its breached walls still remain within 
his own heart, mounting attack after attack on him 

from behind his own lines.  So the Christian soldier 
enters the infidel's domain with very personal expe-
rience of the unbeliever's war plan, for he waged it 

once himself, and his old man wages it still. 
 

    Our every contact with an unbeliever is part of 
our probing of his defenses, readying our grappling 

hooks for the commencement of our ascent;  sur-
prising his offensive battery with the sincerity of our 
love for him. 
 

    Of course, when we have effectively wrecked all 
that he foolishly trusts in, the final assault must be 
made by God himself.  That core heart of unbelief 

needs no defenses to hold true to its creed.  In fact, 
left defenseless, it may shine in its brightest vindi-
cation, simply refusing to yield JUST BECAUSE. 
    For the wise man, the battle always "belonged to 

the Lord."  In the end, the destruction of anti-God 
arguments is as far as we can go.  The unbeliever's 
blood will no longer be on our heads. 
    Hopefully, his tragic condition will burden our 
hearts. 
 


