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God Directs the Hearts of Our Leaders 
 

 

  
Words of the Verse: 

 

    "Water channels" is from a two Hebrew words, one 

meaning "water" and the other coming from a root word 

for "split".  It is not the ordinary word for a river or stream 

but denotes an irrigation channel, purposely routed to 

bring water where desired. 

    "Turns" is from a word meaning "to stretch", hence also, 

"to bend". 

    "Wherever" is literally, "upon all which". 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Considered: 
 

• The king's heart 

 

Descriptions: 

 

•  An irrigation trench in Jehovah's hand 

•  He extends it "unto every place where" He 

"delights" 

Teaching of the Verse: 

Proverbs 21:1 

The king's heart is as water channels  
in the hand of Jehovah;  

He turns it wherever He will.   
 



2 

 

    God ultimately moves the lives of political leaders 
where He desires, in tandem with His plans for indi-
viduals, peoples, and nations.  This God does on a 

personal level in the life of a king so as to dispose 
the king's political decisions in certain directions, 

both for national and international policies. 

    Consider first God's work in king Solomon's life as 

an individual. 

    Solomon uses a word for "turning" in our verse 
which is later used to describe himself.  The writer of 

Kings used the word at a time in Solomon's life when 

he had probably forgotten his own use of it: 

 
 1 Kings 11:1 - 13  And King Solomon loved many foreign 
women, even the daughter of Pharaoh, Moabites, Ammo-
nites, Edomites, Sidonians, Hittites;  of the nations which 
Jehovah had said to the sons of Israel, You shall not go in 
to them, and they shall not go in to you; surely they will 
turn away your heart after their gods. Solomon clung to 
these in love.   And he had seven hundred wives, princess-
es, and three hundred concubines. And his wives turned 
away his heart.  For it happened when Solomon was old, 
his wives turned away his heart after other gods. And his 
heart was not perfect with Jehovah his God, as was the 
heart of David his father.  For Solomon went after Ashto-
reth, the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom, the 
abomination of the Ammonites;  and Solomon did evil in 
the sight of Jehovah, and did not go fully after Jehovah 
like his father David.  Then Solomon built a high place for 
Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill which is 
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the 
sons of Ammon.  And likewise he did for all his foreign 
wives, and burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.  
And Jehovah was angry with Solomon because his heart 
was turned from Jehovah, the God of Israel, who had ap-
peared to him twice and had commanded him concerning 
this thing, that he should not go after other gods; and he 
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did not keep that which Jehovah commanded.   And Jeho-
vah said to Solomon, Since this is done by you, and since 
you have not kept My covenant and My statutes which I 
have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from 
you and will give it to your servant.   But I will not do it in 
your days, for David your father's sake, but I will tear it out 
of the hand of your son.   Only, I will not tear away all the 
kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son for David My 
servant's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake which I have cho-
sen.  
 
    This is very frightening.  Solomon, a king, testified 

that God "turns" kings' hearts like irrigation con-
duits.  Then, in his twilight years, his foreign wives 

"turned" his own heart away from God!  Guess what 
this ultimately means.  That's right.  God was 
"turning" Solomon's heart through the agency of 

these pagan ladies! 

    And what affect did this have on the kingdom of 

Israel?  What was the political upshot? 

 
1 Kings 11:11  I will surely tear the kingdom from you  

 
    Now is this whole process something strange?  Is 
it exceptional?  No, this is merely one aspect of 
God's normal workings.  God always works justly; 

therefore, when men are already disposed in a cer-
tain direction, He simply 'channels' their decisions to 

accomplish His  righteous ends.  For instance: 

 
 Isa 10:5  Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger! And the 
staff in their hand is My fury.  
 
    Assyria was not aware of God using her; she was 
only aware of her desire for conquest.  God used As-
syria to punish wicked Israel but then was going to 

punish Assyria for iniquities she committed in the 
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pillaging of Israel. 
    Now if God used the army of another nation 
against Israel, couldn't He use ladies of another na-

tion in the life of an Israelite king? 

    Our proverb provides an important insight into 
the interplay between God's sovereignty and man's 

accountability.  Solomon compares hearts to water 
which God merely channels.  God does not change 
the composition of the water.  By this analogy, nei-

ther does He change the essential composition of the 
human heart.  He merely directs hearts like a farmer 

would direct irrigation waters.  The water is going to 

water something:  God just ultimately decides what. 

    Now to the more important issue.  Why did God 

orchestrate events as He did for Solomon?  Did God 

have a reason?  Did God need a reason? 

 
 Prov 22:14  The mouth of alien women is a deep pit; those 
despised by Jehovah shall fall there.  
 
    God moved Solomon's heart to write this Proverbs 

testimony against his own later life as well!  Look at 
the dreadful sentence upon Solomon's final spiritual 
condition.  The only reason Solomon was vulnerable 

to the women's attacks was the decay his spirit had 
suffered.  What decay?  What happened in his soul 
that caused God to despise him?  The most obvious 

was his rejection of a specific statute from Moses 

about Hebrew Monarchs: 

 

Deut 17:17  Nor shall he multiply wives to himself, so that 
his heart does not turn away. Nor shall he greatly multiply 
silver and gold to himself.  
 
    Solomon could not have had a plainer warning.  

But he is no different than any of us.  Our sins al-
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ways come with a fully operational rationale.  Notice 

that God records no prophets correcting Solomon.  
The whole kingdom had apparently been lulled to 

sleep in this matter.  Notwithstanding, it was a grave 
insult to God's face: 
 
 Prov 6:16, 17   These six things Jehovah hates; yea, seven 
are hateful to his soul:  a proud look, a lying tongue, and 
hands that shed innocent blood ... 
 

   Connecting this proverb to 22:14 above, we see 
that Solomon had become something Jehovah hat-

ed.  Among other faults, he certainly flattered him-
self with many, many wives.  This pride invited Jeho-

vah's loathing.  Jehovah chose as a consequence an 
appropriate 'jail' to hold Solomon in his stubborn-
ness:  the exotic women themselves- women foreign 

to the Spirit of holiness.  This dilemma God put Sol-
omon in was designed to cause him either to cry out 

to God for help or to confirm himself in his ungodli-

ness. 

    That's the last we hear from Solomon spiritually.  

There's no happy ending, no turn to God.  A man 
who once wrote God's exact thoughts was still sub-

ject to the most common human weaknesses. 

 
    All this has exposited much of the meaning of the 

verse.  Our proverb is definitely a sovereignty of God 

verse. 

    And God has all human hearts, not just kings', in 

His hands: 

 
 Psa 33:15  He forms their hearts individually; He under-
stands all their works.  
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    This verse goes even further than our proverb.  

This would indicate that God creates the composi-
tion of the heart, not just that He channels it.  But 

God's forming of a heart is simply His forming of our 
individual personalities.  He doesn't interfere with 
the transmission of sin to us; Adam transferred his 

spiritual nature to his children, which process con-
tinues in all human procreation.  God allows the 

spiritual and physical genetics He created to take 
their own courses.  He simply chooses the mixture of 
factors that will make me me.  The only 'exception' 

to this is when He remakes a heart in His own im-
age.  That's major interference.  Even then, He is the 

one "forming the heart individually."  Having remade 
a heart, He then allows it, again, to bear its own load 

before Him. 

    God's ultimate control over hearts is seen in the 
phrase "in Jehovah's hands."  This could either pic-

ture God digging irrigation channels which the heart 
then follows, OR it could picture God's hands, as it 
were, underneath the whole countryside:  God tilts 

His hand; the channels run in a certain direction. 

    Consider another set of kings whose hearts God 
put into His watering can to pour out where He 

wished: 

 

 Rev 17:17  For God has put in their hearts to do what He 
has in mind, and to be of one mind, and to give their king-
dom to the Beast, until the words of God should be accom-
plished.  
 
    Did God create anything in the hearts of these 

kings foreign to their own desires?  No, He merely 
directed the sinful desires already in their hearts to 

a unified purpose.  They all saw their own advantage 
in the Beast becoming world leader.  God merely 
erased any doubts.  Therefore, God even orches-
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trates His enemies' assaults against Himself and His 

people! 

    When God "turned" Solomon's heart, He likewise 

used sinful means.  The foreign wives were already 
idolaters; God simply used their idolatry to test Solo-
mon's soul.  Solomon turned out to be an idolater 

too.  He did not successfully pray, "Do not lead me 

into temptation." 

 

Application: 

 
    God's enemies are many in government positions 

across the world.  Our proverb especially incites us 

as citizens to prayer for our leaders.  Through them, 

God affects our lives on a very practical level.  Many 
of our brothers and sisters have never known a day's 

tranquility in which to serve God calmly, because 
their countries are given over to the will of antiChris-

tian leaders. 

 
 1 Tim 2:1, 2  I exhort therefore, first of all, that petitions, 
prayers, intercessions, and givings of thanks, be made for 
all men:  for kings and all who are in high places; that we 
may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and rev-
erence.  
 
    God is 'irrigating' our land through the direction of our 

leaders' hearts.  In some lands, He has responded to 

prevailing ungodliness by holding life-giving waters 
to a trickle.  In others, He is testing His faithful peo-
ple by sending them bitter waters through raging ty-

rants- this to further purify their appetites for heav-

enly springs. 

    Anyone who feels 'enclosed', as though God was 

too much in control, see here that He invites our 
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prayers, even directing them to turn His own de-

crees to our benefit, to turn leaders' hearts to favora-

ble decisions. 

    Man is not a machine, because God, in whose im-
age we are made, is not a machine.  Everything 
about God's creation is quite personal because He  
is personal.  By definition, God cannot 'let go' of the 
Universe or any part thereof.  How can it run with-

out His oversight?  Of course He has ultimate con-
trol.  Our only concern is whether He will be able to 

justly judge us for decisions we freely make.   

 
    The answer for Solomon was Yes.  Solomon chose 

pride, so God chose a female jail for him.  His king-
dom was adversely affected.  God's saints in Israel 
were eventually severely tested.  Such is the rela-

tionship of a king and his people.   

 
    The answer for us is Yes also.  God channels our 

hearts according to what He sees in them too.  Let 
us avoid pride at all costs.  "Please search me out, 
not leading me into the temptations I'm prone to." 
 

 
 
 


