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Slow Down!  You Move too Fast! 
 

 
  

Words of the Verse: 
 

    "Also" can be "surely". 

    The first line can also be, "It is not good for the 

soul to be without knowledge", but our rendering is 

more straightforward. 
     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The soul (person) without knowledge 

• The one who hastens with his feet 

 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• Not good 

• Sins / errs / missteps 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Out of 96 Old Testament uses of the word 
"knowledge," Proverbs dominates them with 39.  We 

have already considered 13 of them.   
    The first item we notice is that there are souls lack-
ing knowledge.  Closely following this observation, we 

surmise that such a state is "not good."  Such is the 

Proverbs 19:2 

Also, without knowledge the soul is not good,  

and he who hurries with his feet sins.  
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folly of our generation: to directly contradict this asser-

tion! 
    Knowledge is an extremely important topic for us, be-
cause we live in a day when the ability to truly know any-

thing is deeply doubted.  The Church has been danger-
ously infected with a skewed view of knowledge in which 

ignorance is viewed as inevitable and objectivity as im-

possible.  That is, emphasis is placed on what we cannot 
know, and what we even seem to know is minimized be-

cause, after all, it has to be understood and interpreted 
through each individual's personal bias. 

    So what is it we really cannot know?  If you recall, we've 
used Deuteronomy 29:29 to answer that question: 
 

 Deut 29:29  The secret things belong  to Jehovah our God, 
but the revealed things belong  to us and to our sons forever, 
so that we may do all the words of this Law.  
 

    You might also recall that this same verse tells us what 

we can know.  And what is that?  All the things in the 
Bible!  Look at it:  "the revealed things belong to us."  Yet 

the philosophy of knowledge among Christians today is 
that there are many things in Scripture we cannot know, 

or practically cannot know.  These Christians have been 
completely subverted by the discouraging demon of igno-

rance.   
    Ignorance has been placed on a pedestal and treated as 

reverence.  To say we cannot know is treated as though it 
means knowledge is reserved for God alone.  This is a very 

effective deception, because knowledge of the "secret 
things" does belong to God alone.  So for lack of differenti-

ating the two types of knowledge, secret and revealed, 
Christians end up essentially saying that God wrote down 

many things to befuddle us!  We are not meant to know 
them, so why else would they be in Scriptures?  God must 

want to confuse us. 
    SO, if you are abandoning the 'party line' and signing 

up with Solomon in the achievable quest for knowledge (in 
which he is in line with every other Scriptural author), 

what is the ingredient introduced today in that quest? 



3 

    Today we are basically seeing this:  One must not hurry 
in the quest for knowledge.  A key in acquiring knowledge, 

then, is PATIENCE. 
    And here we have uncovered a key accomplice in the 

schemes of Ignorance to have our minds:  namely, Impa-
tience.  Christians are all too willing to concede that we 

can't really know with certainty (unless it is emotional cer-
tainty) because they are too lazy to spend enough time to 

figure out what the Scriptures exactly do say on this or 
that matter. 

    And we must consider a second key accomplice while we 
are on the subject, and that is False Doctrine.  There are 

key false teachings entrenched as truth in the Church to-
day which defy men's ability to consistently argue from 

Scriptures.  Therefore, since they 'know' that this false 
teaching is true, they assume the difficulty in proving it 

must lie in Scriptures.  So they accept the skewed view of 
knowledge. 

   Sad, sad, sad!  It is tragedy that a false doctrine such as 
God's attempting to save every man could have such a per-

nicious affect.  Because of the general belief that God is try-
ing to save everyone, Christians have a hard time with very 

fundamental Scriptural truths like God's sovereignty: 
 

 Eph 1:11 ... being predestinated according to the purpose of 
Him who works all things according to the counsel of His own 
will 
 

    If He works all things according to the counsel of His 

own will, then how can He attempt to save men and fail 
in the case of every person who goes to Hell?  To bolster 

this false teaching, the further false teaching of man's 
free will is invented, so that God determines all that 

comes to pass unless it violates the sanctity of man's 
supposed free will.  Yet what did Jesus say about man's 
will? 
 

 John 8:34  Jesus answered them, Truly, truly, I say to you, Who-
ever practices sin is the slave of sin, 
 

    ... which is why Jesus said just a little earlier: 
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 John 6:44  No one can come to Me unless the Father who has 
sent Me draw him, and I will raise him up at the last day.  
 

    Therefore, God's decrees and our salvation are in the 

same category. 
    Yet this supposedly makes God unfair- to choose one 
person over another- so it cannot be.  Yet what can ever 

be unfair about having mercy, even on only one?  If we 

were all condemned sinners, then mercy shown on any 
can never be unfair.  But men's minds are so hopelessly 

entangled in distortions by this point that it is easier for 
them to say, "Well, after all, how can we really know?  You 

have your verses, and I have my verses.  You believe what 
you want, and I'll believe what I want."  And the unity of 

mind God commands of His people (Phil. 1:27, 2:2, 1 Pet. 
3:8) is thrown right out the window. 
 

    "A soul without knowledge is not good."  And what is 

one sure way to be without knowledge? 
    "And he who hastens with his feet errs."  Hurrying past 

Scriptures that don't support your beliefs is a 100% sure 
way to be mistaken. 
 

    There is a way to hold all Scriptures together consist-

ently.  Otherwise, God is the author of confusion.  Do you 
insist on having it all wrapped up in a neat little package 

today?  Then you won't have it at all.   
    First of all, it's not a little package; it's a large collection 

of 66 books (or 49 books if we use the old Jewish arrange-
ment of Old Testament books; same books, but some are 

lumped together into bigger 'books').   
    Secondly, your first two or three times through these 

books will only acquaint you with the issues that need to 
be addressed, the problems in your thinking that will 

have to be reconciled.   
    All who have come to a satisfying knowledge of Scrip-

tures, in which they are not embarrassed of any Scripture 
or any doctrine of Scripture, have been willing to invest 

the time, to work through the initial discomforts. 
 


