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Do you bury offenses 

Or 

Dig them up? 
 

 

  
Words of the Verse: 
 

    "Offense" is the common Old Testament word for 

"transgression", coming from a root meaning "to break 

away." 

    "Pursuing" is from a Hebrew word meaning "to seek, to 

search out." 

    The word "repeats" may imply continued repetition.  It 

has to do with duplication. 

     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• He who covers an offense 

• He who repeats a matter 

 

Descriptions: 
 

• Is pursuing love 

• Dislodges a good friend 

 

 

Proverbs 17:9  

He who covers an offense is pursuing love;  
But he who repeats a matter  

dislodges a good friend.  
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Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    There are two basic approaches to relations with people- dis-

rupted relations in particular.  One is to put the offense behind 

you and press on with a clean slate towards the offender.  The 

other is to hold on to it and seek to exact some payment from the 

offender.  These approaches define two character types that Solo-

mon is teaching us. 

    One type of person "covers" it when someone wrongs him.  

The offense is 'put out of sight'.  This takes a deliberate act, 

though it can become virtually second nature. This is NOT the 

natural thing to do when we are offended.  When man revolted 

against God, we usurped His prerogative of judgment.  We also 

became incurably selfish.  Put those two traits together and you 

have a naturally vengeful creature.  His automatic response to of-

fenses is to be angry and seek payback. 

    Generally speaking, non-Christians find it an almost insur-

mountable task to void others' offenses.  However, a natural man 

may find it in his own best interests to try to forget offenses; 

the weight of bitterness in his own soul injures him.  He may also 

come to learn some natural compassion when he has blundered 

and is in need of another's forgiveness.   

    Christians do not begrudge the non-Christian these instinctive 

or reasoned approaches to forgiveness, for they guide us too.  

However, there are offenses that test our natural human ability 

beyond its limits.  Where we had naturally learned compassion, 

we find that a certain offense lays hold of our 'executioner's in-

stinct' and won't let it go.  The non-Christian at this point is likely 

to justify his anger because he is usually able to forgive: it must be 

an offense worthy of repayment if he cannot forgive.  This is 
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where the Christian has a higher standard. 

    The Christian is ultimately obligated to forgive because he has 

been forgiven.  Jesus plainly tells us: 
 

 Matt 6:14, 15  For if you forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you;  but if you do not 
forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father for-
give your trespasses.  
 

    How it is we manage to get around this plain precept is inscru-

table.  Our 'cafeteria Christianity' just bypasses that menu item 

and replaces it with unconditional grace.  Certainly grace is un-

conditional, but Jesus is questioning our very connection to 

grace if we do not forgive.  Jesus is saying, 'Someone with grace 

in his life has the ability to forgive and has a God who will drive 

him to it.  Someone who doesn't forgive manifestly doesn't have 

the ability nor the God, and so neither the grace.' 

    This is not to say that forgiveness is easy for the Christian.  It is 

just as hard for us as for anyone- harder, because we do not have 

the option of merely excusing or forgetting unforgiveness.  When 

we have entrenched unforgiveness, we are being shown a 

'member' that needs cutting off.  For every unforgiveness there is 

a real part of ME that insists on justice over mercy.  Until that 

part of me is put to death, the unforgiveness won't go away.  Even 

when we successfully forgive, bitterness can come back in through 

another window, using another of my 'members';  then that one 

has to be severed as well.  (Fleshly members are destined for de-

struction anyway) 

 

    The other character type, the one who can't forgive, is a re-

peater of a matter.  In this verse we see that repeating a matter is 
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an opposite of forgiving.  Since the repeating of a matter has the 

potential of driving a wedge between even best friends, we un-

derstand that Solomon is referencing the repeating of a matter to 

a third party (and possibly beyond).  So the repeater doesn't deal 

with the offender personally.  His way of handling offenses is tell-

ing someone else about it.    

    As often as not, the news that the repeater wouldn't tell the 

offender has the same effect on those to whom he whispers.  No 

one wishes to straighten it out with the offender.  That's the of-

fender's assumed punishment- to be talked about and thought bad-

ly about.  So the news may eventually find its way back to the of-

fender's best friend, and that friend gets a sense of how far the 

news has traveled to reach his ears.  Now he tends to assume that 

their little world is divided into those who despise his friend and 

those who don't.  At this point, it would almost be embarrassing 

to repeat the actual offense to his friend; after all, this would im-

plicate the friend as one of a long line of gossipers.  So he makes 

some excuse to distance himself from his friend as well. 

 
    So here's the tension.  If we can't cover an offense and know we 
shouldn't repeat it, what options does that leave us?  Obviously, 

we must go and settle things with the offender personally.  A 
high percentage of the time, we will find out that the offense we 
took was based on a mistaken impression.  Either that, or the of-
fender will quickly apologize for his thoughtlessness.  If he is actu-
ally offended at our accusation (probably because he is guilty), 
give it some time, and he will probably appreciate you for your 
candor.  If not, at least you did the right thing in coming to him.  
You "sought love."  To repeat the matter is to fuel the gossip train 
and seek hate. 
 


