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Is a Manipulator Running You? 
 

 

  
Words of the Verse: 

 

    "Causes him to go" is literally "walks him in a path". 

     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Considered: 
 

• The man of violence 

 

Descriptions: 
 

• Entices his neighbor 

• Directs his neighbor in a path that isn't good 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 

    The violent enticer serves as the earliest warning in Proverbs: 

 Prov 1:10, 11  My son, if sinners lure you, do not be will-
ing.  If they say, Walk with us, let us lie in wait for blood, 
let us secretly lurk for the innocent without cause ... 
 

    "Lure" in the above passage is from the same Hebrew word 
as "entices" in our verse today.    

Proverbs 16:29  

A violent man entices his neighbor,  
and causes him to go in a way that is not good.  
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    Something about violence craves company.  Violence by 
nature is coercion, force used on another.  There are plenty of 
'non-contact' forms of violence.   Any means by which I 

'crowbar' you into doing what I  want against your will is ba-
sically violence. 

    The violent man doesn't necessarily offer everyone a 
chance to be part of his gang (if he has one), but he definitely 
seeks to bring others into the practice of his will.  This is part 
of his violent, coercive nature.  He probably won't say, "Do 
this" or "Do that."  Not even the gang members in Proverbs 
1 did that.  They still said, "Let us ..."  The violent man's de-
sires are fulfilled by taking control of others' wills.  This he 
may do consciously, with a sense of accomplishment, or he 
may do it instinctively, desiring a certain outcome and simply 
crafting the situation accordingly, using people as his tools. 

    Women often sense when their husbands are being used by 
a violent person.  "You weren't like this before you started 
hanging around Will."  (Get it?  'Will'?  As in strong-willed?)  

The husband will then usually demonstrate the subtle nature 
of most violence by saying, "What?  Will has no control over 
me!  I do as I please."  Which, of course, plays right into 
Will's hands.  The most complete and submissive slave is the 
one who doesn't realize he's doing the will of another. 

    The dominion violent people have may be very partial.  
They may only interface with a neighbor or co-worker on a 
very limited basis.  In that case, it may be just one function or 
one area where the violent takes control. 

    How would you know if you were under a violent person's 
thumb?  If you thought about your actions relevant to them, 
then considered what would happen if you acted contrary to 
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them, you may have found an accurate way of identifying a 
violent manipulator.  Then if you began actually behaving in-
dependently of their will, you would get definite proof  if 
you're dealing with a manipulator.  They'll be upset if you 
counteract them. 

    Some violent people won't consider it worthwhile to pay 
you back for defying them; they'll simply move on to new 
victims.  Their lust is fed by compliance, so the attempt to re-
subjugate a will is effort better spent elsewhere.  Others will 
move heaven and earth to show you your folly in casting off 
their yoke.  This may be partially a matter of embarrassment, 
because they probably don't picture themselves as slave-
driving controllers.  Your cooperation was a means for their 
'nice guy' image to continue, and even the meanest of people 
don't want to be thought of as mean. 

    Violent people are quite common.  It is almost impossible 

that you do not interact with one or more of them.  Human 

nature very readily assumes the role of controller.  Some 

only take as much control as they are given.  They find them-
selves in control of a weak-willed person's life.  Some only 
manipulate as a defense mechanism, when they feel they are 
losing control of a situation.  But the pleasure/ need is unde-
niable.  A righteous person would help the weak-willed find 
his own two legs to stand on, but the manipulator just can't 
resist the power of having someone he can dominate.  A godly 
man would leave matters in God's control; the manipulator's 
worry wrests the steering mechanisms.  No matter what type 
of manipulation, the stealing of another's will is unrighteous, 
even if it was 'given' to you.  Our proverb says that the result 
is "not good" when one man 'walks another man on a path.'  
Our human-to-human duty under God is to respect the free-
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dom of others.  This is true even of those in societies who 
truly own their servants by a purchase price: 

 Col 4:1  Masters, give to your  slaves what is  just and 
equal, knowing that you also have a Master in Heaven.  
 
 

    We all have some degree of violence in our natures.  It is 
simply part of the sin nature to sit in the judge's seat and rule.  
Again, the violent character type is not uncommon in any so-
ciety, in any setting.  And he would probably be the last to 

admit that he was trying to have dominion over others. 

    It is crucial to recognize the violent temperament in our 

circles.  They may be very pleasant people, soft-spoken, well-

mannered.  The question is whether they seek to hold sway 
over others and over situations (thus controlling others).  
Some large frustrations in life that otherwise puzzle us are 
easily understood once we recognize that we are directly or 
indirectly being influenced by a manipulator.  In fact, some 
people are terminally grouchy because they live in the confu-

sion of disliking having their wills subjugated while actually 

finding the person who is subjugating them likeable.   

    In all these cases and their offshoots, forewarned is fore-
armed. 
 


