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Words of the Verse: 

 

    "Worthless" is from 'belial' in Hebrew, a com-

pound word meaning "failing of value".  Solomon 

used it once in the introductory chapters and will 

use it once more later (6:12, 19:28).  In most of its 

27 appearances it is part of the phrase "sons of be-

lial." 

     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Considered: 
 

• The worthless person 
 

Descriptions: 

 

• He digs up evil 

• The evil is on his lips like a burning fire 

 

Proverbs 16:27  
A worthless man digs up evil,  

and  it is like a burning fire on his lips.  
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Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    There is another motive in life for some men, near-
ly as pressing as the need for food (16:26).  For 
worthless people, the quest to make trouble is a driv-
ing need:  particularly, the need to dig up negative in-
formation about others and then share it.  The infor-
mation is like fire on their lips; it 'burns a hole on 
their tongue' until they can bring the slander to some-
one else's ears. 

 

    Solomon is warning us about this character type.  
When we identify them, they deserve no other name 
than 'worthless one'.  We need to know who these 
people are according to Jesus: 

 

 Matt 10:16, 17   Behold, I send you out as sheep 
in the midst of wolves. Therefore be as wise as 
serpents and as harmless as doves.  But beware of 
men ... 
 

    Jesus did not suggest that we just treat all men 
nicely and that would make them become nice.  Just 
as God has a purpose for Satan (otherwise, He would 
have destroyed him long ago), so He has a purpose for 
evil and worthless men.  One purpose they fulfill is 
testing God’s children.  One of the tests is whether 
we even recognize them.  Why else are there proverbs 
like 16:27?  When we find someone who pants after 
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negative information so they can share it, we have 
found a 'son of worthlessness'.   
 

    The phrase 'son of worthlessness' can be generic for 
evil men and women, but the phrase "daughter of be-
lial" is also used.  Paul warns us of these women: 

 

 1 Tim 5:11 13  But refuse younger widows [from 
being put on the church's regular support list] ...  
And with it all they also learn to be  idle, going 
around the houses; and not only idle, but gossips 
also and meddlesome, speaking things they 
ought not.  

 
    The ear bends closer so easily when negative infor-
mation 'makes its rounds'.  If you are in a room where 
gossip is brought up, you make yourself an enemy of 
everyone in the room by questioning its appropriate-
ness.  They are ashamed that they were listening, yet 
their shame doesn't lead to immediate repentance, 
but rather to reprisal. 
 

    The worthless person senses the eagerness of the 
average ear to hear slander.  He has something that 
others crave.  He is satisfying his need for im-
portance and the hatefulness in his heart at the 
same time. 
 

    The worthless person "digs up evil".  He is beyond 
a regular gossip.  He is like the queen gossip.  He pro-
vides the infusion of new slander into the gossip cir-
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cuit.  How appropriate, then, to name such a person 

worthless.  What function does such a person fill?  
Only a destructive one.  Only setting friends against 
one another.  Only setting this group against that one. 

 

    Where do these people come from?  Perhaps they 
are so suspicious of other gossips, they think they 
must strike first; perhaps if they can get everyone 
talking about others, no one will talk about them.  
Perhaps they are insecure about their ability to make 
and keep friends, so they settle for auditory gore as 
the 'glue' for their friendships (“Whom can we hate 
together?”).  In any case, they have crossed a moral 
line.  Whatever combination of fear and hatred rules 
them, they are ungodly.  They are children of the 
Devil. 

 

 

    Question:  Do you have control of your lips?  

Or does negative information about others 
leave your lips before you even think about it?  
Are you, then, in league with worthless ones?  
Are you yourself a worthless one?  So God de-
scribes the originator of gossip. 
 


