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Words of the Verse: 

   

    "Instruction" is from the Hebrew "Torah", the 

word for "Law". Its root meaning carries the 

idea of directionality- flowing, shooting, point-

ing.  God's Law is merely His pointing of the 

way.  In our verse, it is a wise man pointing in 

the same direction as God. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 
Being Commended: 
 

• Wise men's instruction / direction 

 
Its Properties: 
 

• A fountain of  Life  

• A barrier to the traps laid by Death 

 

 

Proverbs 13:14  

The instruction of the wise  

is a fountain of life,  

For detouring death's traps.  
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Teaching of the Verse:  
 
    Unless we go with a rather watered down 
"living fountain" and "deadly snare" as some 
translations do, this verse is giving us the 
use of wise teaching in relation to the two 
forces directing all men: Life and Death.  
Life is connection to God, Death is separa-
tion from Him.  There is no truly wise teach-
ing that sidesteps this fundamental.  
 
    Now that Solomon has included this verse, 
we have new insight on the previous two.  
Verse twelve had a tree of life; this verse has 
a fountain of life.  Verse thirteen had God's 
Word and Command; this verse has the 
teachings of those who fear God's revelation. 
  
    The basic idea of this verse is that wise 
men's teachings give their students a con-
stant connection to Life and things living, 
and, in so doing, alert them to the Anti-Life 
factors which boldly attack and subtly insin-
uate themselves into the disciple's path.  
 
    A Christian is first a student.  He is re-
sponsible to find and submit to teaching that 
arises from and promotes the fear of God. 
This will largely become his choice of elder-
ship and church membership.  
 
    The Christian is also a teacher. What he 
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learns from wise instruction he should un-
derstand well enough to explain to others.  

 
    We are here apprised of two vital aspects 
of Christian teaching: 1) It has "living" re-
sults. It is not merely concepts, it is concepts 
in crucial relation to my soul and my cir-
cumstances; 2) It points out dangers to the 
soul.  It shouts, "Not that direction, dum-
my!" (We can safely call ourselves or bosom 
friends dummies without fear of offense, can 
we not?)  It perceives real threats to spiritual 
health and relationship to God.  
 
 
    Are you partaking of wise teaching?  Is 
that teaching a refreshing drink from the 
wells of salvation?  By it are soul-destroying 
traps pointed out?  Solomon has given us 
good tests to evaluate the teaching we re-
ceive and how we receive it.  
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