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Words of the Verse: 
 

   "Is a bound debtor to it" is from a single Hebrew word 

which is often translated by other rather lengthy phrases, 

such as, "You have taken pledges from."  The word literally 

means "to wind tightly", but also carries the sense of "to 

twist/ crush", which many versions render here "is de-

stroyed".  

    "Receives his due" is from a word meaning 

"reciprocate". This makes a perfect complement to the 

indebtedness concept in the first half of the verse. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• He who disrespects the Word/ treats it lightly  

• He who fears the Commandment 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• Is held in debt to it  

• Is rewarded 

Proverbs 13:13  

Whoever despises the Word  

is yet a bound debtor to it,  

But he who fears the Commandment  

receives his due.  
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Teaching of the Verse:  
 
    Solomon's wisdom was certainly not a novelty 

in his own mind.  He was merely following leads 

suggested by and in keeping with God's Law and 

all Divinely inspired records.  He did not consid-

er wisdom a more sophisticated approach to life 

than 'mere obedience.'  Rather, for him the Law 

was already infinitely wise and could yield end-

lessly further wisdom if expounded properly.     

    So everything comes down to whether or not 

we listen to God when He speaks.  Solomon 

could not conceive of a God with the wisdom to 

create but who would then have 'writer's block' 

when trying to communicate His directions for 

us.  Solomon, as his father David, saw God's 

world of ideas, words, and concepts as much 

more vast, beautiful, and orderly than the vast, 

beautiful, and orderly physical creation:  
 
Psa 119:96   I have seen a limit to all perfection, but 
your commands are boundless.  
 
   The entirety of a man's life comes down to 

simply this in the end: Did he listen to God?  

Solomon pictures the typical human response to 

this:  ten thousand variations of, "Yeah, right, 

God is a big bully who's going to mug me be-

cause I overlooked some dumb nit-picking 

point!"; and ten thousand additional variations 

on, "I believe God knows my heart and that I 

sincerely tried to do right and not hurt any-

body," which is only so much as to say, "I'm OK 
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with me, and I'm sure God wouldn't lower Him-

self to look beyond my intentions to silly de-

tails."  

 

    Solomon is telling us that any approach to 

God which avoids or minimizes His express 

communications will be unsuccessful in creating 

an alternative approach to Him.  This was, in es-

sence, Satan's tactic.  God created authority and 

accountability in one direction; Satan sought to 

manipulate this order to a hierarchy more in 

keeping with his own perceived self-worth:  

 
Isa 14:13, 14   You said in your heart, I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars 
of God; and I will sit on the mountain of congrega-
tion, in the uttermost parts of the north; I will as-
cend above the heights of the clouds; I will make 
myself like the Most High.  
 
    Man, having 'signed on' with Satan's essential 

protest, carries the same approach in his heart.  

Perhaps one in a thousand or one in a million 

realizes what he is saying when he states, "I'm 

sure God will accept me," but he is simply say-

ing, "MY layout of right and wrong is completely 

adequate; at least God would be unreasonable to 

contradict it."  And so he fights with God's right 

to speak an authoritative word as Creator.  

    All man's excuses and alternatives are only 

"despising" the Word.  We either accept what 

God said and take it seriously or not.  
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    Accepting and taking God's communication 

seriously is "fearing" the Command.  God's Com-

mands are His Do's and Don'ts. Broadly, all of 

God's communications imply Do and Don't, be-

cause they all put us in a position of either re-

ceiving or rejecting God's testimony.  To fear the 

Command is simply realizing that God is serious 

when He speaks.  He didn't communicate just to 

express Himself.  He binds His creatures when 

He commands.  Those who treat the Word lightly 

(that's every single unbeliever) are nevertheless 

bound by what they scoff, even if their scoffing 

is merely ignoring.  

 

    Fearing the Command is telling God that He 

is reasonable and righteous (not that He needs 

the affirmation, but we need to confirm it).  This 

approach to self and life will yield good results, 

because our soul's original design had the same 

blueprint of commands inbuilt ("the work of the 

Law written in their hearts," Rom 2:15).  Man 

and commands were always meant to go togeth-

er.  Furthermore, God Himself intervenes in the 

lives of those who listen to Him.   

 
    Ignorant (root word, "ignore") indebtedness 
which will come terribly due in the end or re-

wards for reverence: these are the only two 
paths before men.  
 


